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St,.:; ';EC T: Comba t Operati on s Afte r Acti on Re po rt, Oporati vn AjAl.cl,e 
Snow 

C0;'''Da nc i n[ Offi ce r 
3c B~ e , )Ol s t A. i l- borne Di visi on 

REGIWlED UNCLASSIFIED BY 

MIII4ORTYOf DOD DIR. 5200. 1 R 
BY 7?M<.Is""R. 7 ON 1/ rn~ f' I: T','l\i : 3-3 

Ai'(; San Franc i sco 96;583 

.i. . I\a we o r 1 den ti t y a nd 
Pon d Des troy. 

t ype of Ope ra tion : Apacl,e s now/ Searc). 

2. Date s of Operatio]) : 1010001l,ay 1969 - 090920 June 196y. 

3. Loca tion : Ap lAibang. ;.;e.p, Vietnalli, Series 1.7014 & 1.7015, 
1: 50 , 000 , Sheets 6441 r, II, lII. lV. 

4 . Contro l or Command Headq"a rte r s: 3d Bri[ade. 

5. Reportin l Cfficer; Be. tta lion COlJlllitn der: LTC Robert L. Ger,n=.n. 

6 . Taak Or gan ization: 2d Ba ttali vn, 5Clst lnf GPCl N to }d eda, 
lO bt j,i r be'rne Div. OrgBni,l;ation f or Corobat of 2-5Qlst Int, as 
f o l l ows: 

A C" 

gortar Squad 

B Co 

(; Co 

D Cc 

TH Geronimo 

hQ 00 (-) 
E Co ( - ) 

Bn Con 

ho rtfl.r P la t c Gn ( ._) 
Ra da r Ge c t i c n 



7. Supporting Farces: 

~ VDG-BC-A · 22 June 1969 
,Li::"ECT: (;oi:;be. t Op~ra ti onE J. fter Acti on ilepo rt, (;peratior: ApacLa Snoll 

r. Supportin [ Force s : 

£I. COicba t e nd COlJlbc. t Service Su pport. See 3 d J d .. tusk ort!!nizati.vn -
rOE 111i S 6i cns . 

I n tslli u nc e : I.nnex A (Inte11i[ence ) to Fret 
;0 OPORD 3- 69 (l,entucky Jumper) 3d Eda, lOlst Abn 

urder ... 69 l,.pa.che Sno .. ) 
lJi v. 

' . ~,ission: 2-501 lnf on order conducts airmobile asecult O/'l D-l!ay to 
loc!.:te e,nd destroy eneJllY forc"s, caches and loeations in aB&iioneci ,, 0 ; previtie" 
;ecllr i t;; for FSB i'irborne nnd F6B J!,at1es llest. 

le . Cc·r.cep t of tho Operation: 2-501 ln f conducts belUorne assault into l..2, 
;:-cen :.:')2:.'60 17 on D-Day t o locate enemy forc(Jr" c9cl ,08, ana loeaticns. l'..le­
:: entD of 2-50 1 provi de security for FSD Airborne and FbB Eat1es j'est. 2-501 
;:il) ~'" p:cr" r ed to continue operations t o the east or to the nOrth"ast .. ithin 
i~s :i f!:" '~ .\( C;1 orde r .. The oparution ... ill be cond ucted in t: .... ree pi.ases, at; 
\-:·1.16 , ... ·;;; : 

u . Phase I - EstablisJ,went of FSB j.irborne and marsha11in£ of units at 
;~B Bl~sG p~io r to uirmobilenssault. 

b . ?j·lf< ',G 11 - \.iombat assault of 2-5C1 (-) intc LZ Green at coordinates 
rD2 S'oCl7 . '£i,en locates and destroy en emy forces, c",chee, and 11-;C'8. E;lelllsnte 
of 2-501 hf provide security for F&B J.irborne and F'SB j:;a~les Hest. 

c. PLa.se III (on or de r ) - tr epa ro to conduC1. hIf' opera t ions tc tHe norti, 
~ e2 Gt in t ue de Ninh ( YD)23013 ) and t).c de ihph P ) aretl YD)44CC~. 

11 . Exe cllti on : 

U. liethod of Operation: Standard doctrine of 10lst ., ~n iJiv. 

b, Cp'.)'C tions Harm ti va: Operation i,pael.e :Snow cOillli.enoed on {j nay 1S'65. 
T<e ;>'::. En, 5'~·1 Inf ",oved frol;1 an 1,0 surrounding fire Bupport baSe Whip to a 
:,6" 1.0 (l~j" CC:1t to snd overlooking the northern 11 Shau vnlley. The Battalion 
(, c;n,· .. ,e,!1d Post "''', $ located On FSB ,·irborne. l,fter the initial cowbe.t e. I'Gault 
of tLc Em ( - ) into LZ Green e.t YD2 ;;.6017 on Ie Hay 1;;6;" onc" of t"e tl.ree .. 
:~ss~u ltin~. cOlUp6.nieB lll'lvod out to · aSS~Lned Objectives. 

c, ~ L: G SeQuer. t hlP opera tions sa '" t r.e t •. ree wane\lverin .. co ... pcni6s cloee 
t o ol<c cti vc, s ' in t he vicinity of YD2Ut03 1 a nd tl:6n cono;;.ctillt a bc. ttalion 
Gi xc RI F op c:) ~ct j.or. to ',,'[!1"a tile norti: H6st. ~/J~e :1 all ele~&Ilts were clea. r 01 tl-.eir 
oc olectiv es , Ct". cb company c(.J :'~tinuod t o conduct hl r~ and se (irCl~ nn e. destroy 
ope r at i on s wl t~in t h e Bsciined ~ (; . 

d . ~ .. ~ t Le J'~C fl. ssi[,ned to t he 2 - 5C1 cx?e.nci.cd~ oncl ~ cOuJpeny W!i & e ssit.ned 
:.t(!r:.. t o s(~ :~, r c;: . '~'I ! f~ pn::: pondcT"Il!". ce oi' contcc ~s du:riD~ t .. ,{J ~!1tlr e opero..tl.c:-" 



12. hecults: 

j.VH, - jJ C-i. 2? "un'" 1, 6:;' 
8 l : :'; ,:~0T' CClllba~ Cpo r nti ')ns ,, [tel' ,.ct ion "eport, (;j)cratl vn "j)"CI ... <-no li 

\,'!lS 11ith shls ll locnl secu rity fo rcef, of 4-5 l'erB cnn~l or lilt" trail ;;!< tCj,€l 

(;n ly tl<O contn cts invclved l r. l'lor tl1lln aquae size eloiuonts. ,;,f, firbt cont 
~c ct;rrcd t Le r.;o rnin£ of the l3t.i; o f hay at F&!l ,.i r borne in ti,6 vicini ty of 
l'D35~C7C . ;, t 053(; Lour s F~B ,.irborne calOe ur.d",r very ),e c. vy 11lort&r fire of 
1:2r.u:u, CDtnJn, and RPG fire. i.pproxima te 1y two reinforced infantry ana sapper 
C ompanie S [l S so u 1 ted t ho peridcter frO'ill t ne nortj,ea st p.nd nort)'we st. ...lphu 
COl~pe.ny r epelled the e. ttack ~lhich lnsted two h our s . Conventional artillery 
dir ect fire wus ewployed a l ong with "Spo eky" and 8 l.utra !!lor te r fire reaul tinl 
in 3 2 IiVA lilA (BC) US ce sualti es were 13 us }.IA e.nd 16 UI) W''';,. 

o . Cn U.o !:>c· rning: c f 23 llny in the vic inity cf YC32 C.98t. , Delta CCClpp.ny 
w,"s ccndeJ,ctbg a RIF opercti cn i.n its a ssi[ned i.C . ,,6 the lead element 
c- e£an tc 30ve t o high [ 'r ound in t he vicinity of the coor dinates (,hove, ti le,)' 

enc o,m tored c. hep,vy vo lume of small El!1JS, RPG, sat~he l cLarges, and grcnr.de 
fil·Q . Gt.'nsh i ps from a CIl.vulry t e r,m ane ur ti, llery were illliJediutely empl oyed 
Ilnd Deltr. (;om pany move d in to "ener. tho c rea . Tbi. s sea re;l of tl:e i """edi" te 
" r eI'. illdi c(,ted" d\l[ -i n platoon size positicn wit!, 3 ;-;Vl.!;IIl (BC). Friend l 
c 8.s·~n ltj.c[i we re 1 US KIll und and e [;8 IH,i . Terl'!lin Wft C typicc 1 0f the 6n ti 
;, e: , the l c,w grcund had heavy underbrush with patches c;1' tree s and srne 11 
s tr68.Cl s n.nninE t h r oughou t the /l. re!l. Th ~ high gro"nd we. s c c.vered wi t~, 

double ano triple jungle c6.nopy. 

f. In both contacts ment ioned above, the rea cti on time reI' artillery 
W1G Dceut 5 'ninutes , nSpc okyH WRS en statiCrl within (J:; hlinutes of the time 
r eqL'ested ~:n d tl:e Cav teao a nd j,P'':. c. rrived on atution about 15 minutee eft~ 
tl'~ oi r reques t~ 

12. Results: 

a . 1>1 1 units acc cmplished their allsil!ned mis s ior-e. 

b . Enemy losses, cnto£orized e.s f ol l ows : 

( 1) Ja/. (ilG ) 

( 2) nil (BC) o 

p ' 
\ .I ,} 1,3A ° 
( 11 ) Cn pt l' rcd 2 

c. Fr :.end ly lGss€l;f; . 

" , \. "'- ) 
" 0 v <J tIll 15 

I "" \ 

\ ~ / us 'iiI;. 55 



9.. uni t Stre~[th ~ 

hhC 

B 
C 
D 
E 

TOTi. L: 

Stccrt 

OFF 12 
6 
3 
'" ./ 

1; 

.3 
33 

cf 

\YO 1 

1 

Cper2. tic,", End of Cperc. ti an 

Ej.; lc,6 CFF 13 \'10 2 £·1 176 
114 3 106 
114 4 119 
119 4 113 
118 4 119 

91; . ./ 2 £9 

756 30 ~ 726 L 

b. Ti,is "cnt.klien received tl", followin E replacem6nts during tLe 

HhC 5/36 
,I 2/37 
B 2/28 
C 0/16 
D 1/20 
E OlE 

l~ot~g I ! i07145 

c. T} ,e br(;aKcio'."m of R&R' s is 11S follo,lfl: 

HHO 7/11 
i, 0~ 
B C 11 
0 0/8 
D 0/11 
E 0/9 

Totnl; 7/53 

d . Breakdown of casualties: 

OFF Et; TOT.i, L 
:1/11, -6 117 12;5 
1~ L-, 1 Ii:' 10 

.' 

8. Tl;ere ';()re no preble",:; experienced I:; the "'Ttl'. of Finance, Ol.aplain 
:_ctj_~iiti()~" or Gr;y rc-leted nctivities. 

'-"" C' ~ t: \,.--::: .. ).w 



1, V;:'X' - f) C·_j, 22 J l,ne 1';i6:-
SUJ, l~CT: Oo.'.J bnt Cpcr€~ticn.s .. ~:rtcr 4".cti ona llcp0rt, Cperut.lCn J#pClCl.e bnu'ri 

(2) n,'tt"l:[c.n sl,pply p'o ints '''ore set up at (;awp Evan8, J..;, i;l;.lly, 
nm :,jrb"rn(: and Gural'"'' on n "ovill fr vu) J.irbvrne. F:-oltl Gawp c;van £, 6uPl' li,,& 
we ro ~! i ipped in bulle by 011-47 i.elicvpte rs t o FSI3 .. irbc Tne and kter t v 
F'6B Curn h<,; <,;, ,'l iscellanecus 5upplies .ere stiFfed by ui:-lD Jiclic "pters 
t o t i,,, forward supp ly peints fr oLl L:!. Sd 1y, 

b . 1·,l1 terial "-nd Service8 

(1) i,11 Olass I supplies were shipped frolJl C'U1P J:,vuns. Class 1.:. 
supplies .~;cre sh;.pped by Ji.-lu he lic opters frvw LZ bally to tr.e fCrward 
su pp l y pOint. Clai'S III w(lB sbipped in 55 gallon drums frollJ 12 .sally to 
th e fo n:!:Ird firebuse. ;,11 clnG s IV & V waterials were shippedby 0 ... -47 
hel:ic c pter s from Oamp £vo.ns. b bfiSi c load of C18.55 V \.o.s urs.inteinod at 
t i',e ;>:.n·:a rd Dupply pOint. 

u~ ) Wz. ter " :0:$ shi pped vin Ch-47 r.eliccpters in 5GG gallon cvllnpside 
c"! O:l~/:,::j ne rs t o the for~oJ6. rd fire base. 

}'ie. ir.tenance : 
t c LZ Sally. 

Vehi c le5 and genera t or s in need of repa ir were D£.CII-

hell ied 

d . 'Ir:.: r:.sporto.ticn: Vc biculn.r t.rnnspo rtation frCill (;a~: p ~vans to 
12 S1.l .lIy " "'S 8.c coffiplished by org$.ni.c 2i· ton trucks ... ir trv.nspGrto.tion 
HC.S by UH-ID und 02-1.7 helicopter s . UH-ID support was required for an 
" vera.ge of 5 hours pcr day. "vera t Eis of' 2 Ch-41 sorties per day Il c rt;! 

requ ired f or Class I. IV. ftnd V. 

e . l"edi.cu l Services: 

( 1) iV,edi cs 1 support durin!'. ope ra tion i,po.ch e Sno",: The forward c.id 
s t c.tion we.1i operati n E at FSB ;.irborne , wj ,ere miner c¢.Bualties ana illnesses 
were treate d . Battahc;.n wedic"l supply op6rated fr"tIl LZ Sally wit.. no 
? r ob 1e10 5. Ba t ta lion iUodi ca 1 sup}' l y was furthor supported by a f orward 
cl€ldic(d clea ring s tc,tion a t F6B Blaze operated by C (;OlI!pany 326tt. ",ed. 
Ee.ch medicr, l ~leroont inv olved wa s e ssen tial and proved to bo very effective, 

, ") C" c· 1" 1 t-i 1:> S • \.~ ,_ , ·· .. ,"' •• v. 

cIJ en:'.1..i. en e ~ia.y tl'.ru 
Followint s tatistical data on casu",ltiGs durin~ t,.e 
10 Jun 69 111'6 as fellows: 

s. . Os, suu 1 ti e s 
hI" 
:vJJ, 

OFF 
1 
6 

EM 
18 

117 

e,) {je s t. of til" inju r ies "er e lui nor. emly perscnnsl r equi rint furtl,er 
or f~' :lo···,- i.lP wedi ca 1 troD. trner,t wO )'o ev:;. cuo. ted to LZ Sa Ily. 

15. Ghemi c:: 1 :. 1'-1/11 

Oiv1.1 hffr, irs : n/~~ 



jlVDG ~'BC~e!~ 

SUi~J£CT! 
22 .J una 1.7 6> . 

Comba t Ope rati ons fdter j,cticn heport, ()pere.ti~n J.PQc),e ,:,now 

17. Psyc;,olo[.icnl 0pen; ti on" : Nl, 

18. C oWI.tun i C ~~. ti on $ ; 

s. . C, S'HHR 1: i,NjPRO ra dios were ewploye d t"rc,uE,hout t"e cpera ti c,n. 
At th e Bn OP, F\O-2S' 2 antenn!'l.S were uti liz ed ror cOlJlLlunica ticns H::.tl. tHe; 
r e~'. r ( H1Jen operu ti (;nL l ) . 

Prcb l eG1 $ : No rJRj or pr ob l ems )-,ere enccun t ered . 

2C. , :· t iJ.lery; 

a ~ [·i5. S 5i cn 

lJ/2/;J19 ilrty: DS 2/501 1nf 
Ci 215 19 "Tty : DS 2/501 lnf 
11 / 2/319 j,rty: uS 2/501 Inf 
D/2/1lth i.Tt;,: GS-}i. 319 j,rty 
O/ 2/1lth ;. Tt y: GS· ·R}19 Arty 
J. / l/8, ;,rty: GS. 3d Bde, 101 i,bn Div 
B/ l/831. rty : GS , 3d Bda, 10 1 i,bn Div 

b. 00n ce pt of 0p8 r e ti er.: 

Est".b lish Fire Support BQ se~ tc provide cc,l1tinu ou s, maxiOlUlU artillery 
su p!>ort. 

c . Execlltion: 

. (.Il oper?tions we r e cond i.i cted within r",n[" of li t,j; t and lliedium 
o. rt ~~ ; : .:-:ry. 

1. ;. nc.l ysis: lu ·t illcry suppor t W!lS quick, va riab l e and accurate. 

21. No sp0cial equipment or othe r t ec"niques were eIUp loyed. 

22 . OO!'i1 LJ:J. na.er [s a.naly sis 

2. . LeL COll1l"uuni ca ti (,ns \ lir:.i t c. ti <:n) 

( 1 ') T' . t + ... (, 8 I n ,erC Ct:l sy.s "em 
is U!1 ·S3. ti sfa ctory. ·lvhBn the 
CO c oul. d ucur,lly trnnsGll t t o 
t o V .", CG . 

bet\-!een tl:e fr unt t!.nG r ear s en ts of' ehe LGr. 
Bn CO and 8-3 we r e airborne in t Le LOn , tr,'" 
ti;e S-5, but the 8-3 we.s unable tc transu;it 

( 2) :':w ::; c J.ct i c·n t o th0 i) rcblem h'e.S t c L.1 c,d ii""y t i·,e !J "v.~ ndard aircraft 
l:1J:·~ii f.lct t;C' t l J!'.: t. CDC €C'. r p1:CL(; :·:2. S p l liE::cd i :-; tc Lei", :r:tcrc c:u ,",-t', lle the secvnd 

f ::1 .r · (1 



., VDG-BC-;, 22 J une 1y65; 
St: llJ EGT: C')::lOP, t Ope ra. ti (;ns j,i'ter :, cti cn i<.ep ort, Cpem tien ,.pac):1l bn6W 

one <'in S e, t t :lche ci to an al/PHc-25 CR rri cd by the 8-). In tLi sway t)'" &-5 
h e_d COL'iUllnicnti ons with tl,e Iin 00 and c0uld a16(; monitor tLe cc.mwnnd not 
when the CO Slii tched t c an other Fh net, or owi teh t o ano ther net '''ben ti,e 
CO d irecte d. 

h. LZ }Jr()pD. r a tion u. nci selection; 

(1) nesupply and extracticn of e l e~onts opora tin~ under t he ~en Ee j ~nl le 
can opy provGd difficult c .. nd iQ. ore rapid L2. clee, rini:: tecJ-1niqueG need tv be 
deve lopod. 

('),~ It \';~:'S f Ot-i nc that selection of pre-pla.nned ai r str ikes alonb. ti~ e 
pl r.n~~(: r Gut e c1' c~ dvanc e of th.e cc~pc.ni e ~ aided in 12 preparc.ticn. In 
ad diti<T~ 88.cL Cc.iDpany c;.;t I' ri ed ndd.iticne.l demolitiGns. 

T;, r.> Bntt.n.lion Com,r:c.nder fre quently controls hiG battn lio~ in a LUh. 

Th cl ' (~ is c::: "y cnc FI~i set, tll r eo jack s f or intercom and no r en r selectie::l bex. 
(;u ,r.,.,· er~-(Jy , 1/;1:1 s do::; not report '~itl-J. he ~1d SGts fo r the present inadequate 
5r~]··~(~ !~1 . Ro \:cu;n~crjd LOh be oodified tc, j.nclude a radio .Gystero \-Ihich will pro­
vid; ... t;.,'e f~ 'l octs t-:i t b f Ofi'iard and aft selection ca pabilities c.nd a c o~p lete 
sYC "L,:" ,l f o r ~dl c";.c.upants f or t he aircra ft. 

o . A mee. ns tc warle tcrgeta frau a. LOR, silcilar to the syste@ e~ployed 
by Ff,C aircr:tft , lG needed . Current proce du r es t o illa r k targets are net 
accurc:, te and tE:k e too much to penetro.te the thick jungle can opy.. i~£ gr(.;nades 
B.re nD L r,u th()r;~ ed du& to sQ,i'ety ffl ct ors. neCOmr:lond a \jp grenade huncLer 
b~ CJcur>t"d en LeH simi lar t o th e Fi,e aircraft. 

. . .. F'rr r 0 3 ~o OPORD 3-6y 
2 - i .. Di>.:': ~. ~ '::~)P Ove rley 
:) - .don e X B \ OP Gver lay 

CF?ICL\! ~ 

s-) 

t o (;POHD 
to 0POhl) 

)-69 
;5-69 

hOBE,t\l' L. GEf_"u.N 
LTG, Infantry 
G=andin~ 


