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Leadquarters 2d Battalion CAM) 5Clst Abn Infantry
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AVDG-5C=A 22 Jung 1969
SUSGECT: Combat Cperations After Acticn Report, Cperetion Apecie

a Snow
Ce n-anf‘mg_ Gfficer REGA :EogpNg(l)‘gstlglggﬂs(‘){ 1R
7¢ Ble, 10lst Airborne Divieion AUTHORTY : :
LTIN: 8-3 ) : v LAAKERY m’lm"?ﬁ
41rC San Francisco 50383

1. Name or ldentity and type of Cperationt Apache Snow/ Search
and Destroy.

2, Detes of Cperation: 101000 My 196% ~ (C9C62C June 1569.

2., Locaticn: Ap laibang. hep, Vietnmuw, Series L7C14 & L7CL%,
1:50,000, Sheets &441 I, 11, 1I1, 1V.

4, Control or Coumsnd Headquarters: 3d Brigede,
5. Reporting Cfficer: Eattalion Coumender: LTC Robert L. Gerwman.

6. Task Organization: 24 Battaliun, 501st Inf CPGLN to 3d Bde,
10lst hirborne Div. Orgenization for Combat of 2-5Clst Inf, as
follows:

A Co T Geronimo
mortar Squad L o (=)
E Co (=)
B Co
¢ GCo Bn Con
Mortar Squed mortar Platoen (=)

Radar Section
L Co



s VDG~BC~A 22 June 1969
SUBGECT:  Cowbet Operatione ifter Acticn heport, Gperation Apache Snow

’.  Supporting Forces:

a. Combat and Qombat Service Support. OSee 3d Jde tack orgeanization -
[OE missions.

j. Intslligence: Annex A (Intelligence)} to Freg Urder €~69 (apache Snow)
.0 CPORD 3-69 (hentucky Jumper; 3d Bde, 10lst Abn Div.

'. lkission: 2-501 Inf on order ¢onducts airmobile eseeult on D-bay to
locnte and destroy enemy forces, caches and locations in assigned »U; prevides
security for FSB sirborne and FSB fagles Nest.

t of the Operation: 2~501 Inf conducts heliborne assault into Lz
8017 on D-Day to loecate enewy forces, cecles, and losations. Ele-

cents of 2-501 provide security for FSE airborne and FSB Eagles Nest. 2-501
vill LU= prerared to continue operations 4o the east or to the northeest within

isgirn-d A0 cn order. The oparation will be conducted in tiree pnases, as
Poilows

a. Phase I ~ Establislawent of FSB iirborne and marshelling of units at

B Plnze prior to airmobileassault.

b. Phese 1I = Yombat asssult of 2-5Cl (~) intc LZ Green at coordinates
7. Then locates eand destroy enewy forces, caches, and ILC's. Elemsnts
1 Inf provide security for FSB isirborne and FSB Kagles Hest.

¢. Phase 1I1 (on order; - Frepars to conduct KIF operations tc tue north
1 in tue Ale Ninh (¥D325013) and the ..le Hiph (1) ares YD344CC3.

11. Execution:
a. liethed of Cperation: Standard doctrine of 1lGlst ubn Div.

b. Cperctions Nerrsative: OUperation Apeche Snow comweneed on 8§ may 1965
20 En, SCl Inf moved from an 40 surrounding fire support base whip to a
new 40 sdjecent to and overlooking the nortnern A Shau velley. The Battalion
Comuand Post was located on FSB «-irborne. After the initial cowbet assault
of the Bn (=) into LZ Green at YD296&Cl7 on 1C May 1965, eaci of tue turee .
rseaulting cowpenies mnvcd out to assigned objectives.

3

e

c. OSubsequent KIF opsrations saw th.e tihree meneyvering cowpPenies close

to objectives in the vicinity of ¥YDZeA4C31 end then conducting a bettelion

size RIF operatioen toward the nortiwest. uuen all elewents were clear of their
ot ectives, each coapany continued to conduct hiF and sewrcu snc destroy

cperations wilhin the assigned .U

~SC) expanded, eacnh cewpany wag essigned

d. s the AU essigned to the 2
G ran conteeots during t.e entire operaticn

senrch. The preponderal
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AVIG=3C-40 22 vune 1,64
SUBJEGT: Cowbat Cperationg .fter netion meport, Cperativn apucne Lnow

wag with smsll locel security forces of 4-5 personnel or wit. treil wetcne:
Cnly two contacts invelved lerger than squed size slewsnts. 1.6 first cont
eccurred the morning of the 13th of hay at FSB .irborne in the vicinity of

YD35SC7C. 4t 0330 hours FoB idirborne cawe under very wneevy wortar fire of

fomm, &Cmm, eand RPG fire. Approximetely two reinforced infantry ena sepper
corpanies assaulted tho periwmeter from tne norti.east and nortiwest. i, iphs

Compeny repelled the ettack which lasted two hours. Conventionel artillery
direct fire was employed along with "Spoeky? and 8lmm mertar fire resulting
in 32 NVA h1A (BC) US casualties were 13 US hlA end 16 US Wis.

e. On the morning of 23 lMay in the vicinity of Y032(98&, Delta Ccupeny
wes conducting a RIF operation in its assigned 4C. js the lead element
began to move to high ground in the vieinity of the ccordinates above, they
encountsred & heevy volume of swall arus, RPG, satchel charges, and grenade
ire. Cwnships from a cavalry teem anc artillery were imuedintely empleyed
end Delta Company moved in to seaeh the srea. This searen of the lwmuediste
erea indieated a dug-in platoon size position with 3 FVA LIA (BC). Friendl
cesunltics were 1 US KIA and and 8 US WIA. Terrain wanc typiecl of the enti
4C, the lew ground had heavy underbrush with patches cf trees and sre 11
streams running throughout the area. The high ground wes covered with
double and triple jungle canopy.

el
L

£, In both contacts wentioned abcve, the reacticn time for artillery
wae about 5 minutes, "Spooky" wes cn staticn within 6C minutes of the tine
requested and the Cev team and ARA arrived on stetion about 15 minutes 2fte
their request.

12. kesults:

a. 41l units sccemplished their mssigned missions.

b. Enemy losses, cntegorized as follows:

(1) K1a (BC) S
(2) Xea (BC) ¢
(3) 1A °
(4) Ceptured 2

¢. Friendly lossss.

(1) US kIa 18
{':’} Us Wi 55

4 Canemy ) - Sag
Lo ATy o
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LSR5 NERE ATl LI
\)\jL‘\)t‘JCI .

€. Eknenpy to friendly retioc -

b . . . .
15, Admpinistrations:

&. Unit Strength:

L5l

Start of Cperation

Combat Cpernticns Hfter fiction Repcrt, Cperaticn Lpache Snow

End of Cperaticn

ERC CFF 12 WC 1  EM 196 CFF 13 WC 2 Eu 176
A 6 114 3 108
5 3 114 4 lig
C 5 1le 4 113
D 4 118 4 119
E > ) 2 €9
TCTA L 33 1 756 20 2 726

b. This tattalicn received the following replacements during the
e

DT e - 0
\.yblfetlu.;.

HKG  5/36

4l 2//_5/
B 2/28
¢ /16
D 1/2¢
E C/E

10/145

Total:

¢. The breakdown of ReR's is as follows:

7/11
¢/
c/11
0/8
c/11
0/9

al:  7/53

HEC

QW e

To

d¢. Breskdown of casualties:

CFF  EN  TOTL
W1 6 117 1253
kLo 1 18 19

e. There were nc problems experienced in the arsas of Finance, ClLaplain
cr any releted activities.

cctivities,
AN Yo Y .
i, Logistics:

n.  Concept <f Suppert

‘1) E i ) 3 b ~ 3 v +
(&) Lxternnd suppert come frow . wos leerted et
Comp Bvans.

Ty -4



AVDG-02C-h 22 June 1v6.
SU2 ECT:  Coubat Gperaticns after sctions neport, (peration npache snow

(2) Battalicn supply points were set up at Cewp Evans, Ju Sully,
"SE Jirborne and Curanee on rewoval frow sirborne. Frow Cawp kvans, supplies
were shipped in bulk by Chi-47 uelicopters to FSP airborne and later to
FSB Curahse. wMiscellanecus supplies were shipped by un=-lD neliccpters

te tie forward supply peints from L2 Sally.
b. daterial and Services

(1) 411 Class I supplies were shipped frow Cawp bLvans. Class 1.
supplies were shipped by UL-1D Lelicopters from LZ bally to the forward
supply point. Class 111 was shipped in 55 gallon drums frow L4 Sally tco
the forward firebase. 41l class IV & V waterials were shippedby Cn—47
helicepters from Cemp Evons. A basic load of Class V was meintained at
the forward gupply point.

(2) Water was shipped via Ch-47 heliccpters im 500 gallon cellapsicle
covteiners to the forward fire base.

c. lMeintenance: Vehlcles end generators in nsed of repair were back-
heuled te L& Sally.

d. Tronsportaticn: Vebicular transportation frow Cawp mvans to
17 Sally was sccomplished by orgenis 2% ton trucks. sir transpertation
was by UH-1D and CH~47 helicupters. (H-1D support was required for en
avernge of 5 hours per day. Jsverages of 2 Ch-47 scrties per day wers
required for Class I, 1V, and V.

e. Medical Services:

(1) vedical support during cperation apachie Snow: The forward ald
stotion wes operating at FSB wirborne, wuere winor casualties ana illnesses
were treated. Battelicn wedical supply cperated from ILZ Sally wite no
problems. Battalicn medical supply was further supported by a forward
medical clearing station at FSB Blaze operated by ¢ Gowpany 326th wmed.

Bach medicnl element involved was essential and proved to be very effective.

(2) Casualties: Following statistical date cn casualties during tue
cperaticn & bay thru 10 Jun 6% are as follows:

e. Casualties OFF o8
K1 1 1&
RN & 117

s were winor. Only personnsl requiring furtner

(%) rost of the injuri
atment were evacusted to Li Sally.

or follow-up wedical trea

15. Chemicsl: /L

16. GCivil affairs: /4

’]
“ R



I‘VP%.-T,BC”‘“ 722 June ly64
SUBJECT: OCowbatl Operaticns isfter Lcticn heport, OUperetiun spache Snow

17. Psyciological Cperaticns: N/
18, Communicetions:

a. General: AN/PRC redios were euwployed turcughout tue cpereaticn.
At the Bn CP, KC-2¢2 antennas were utilized for comsunicaticns witi tus
resr {wihen operaticnclj.

Freblems: No mejor problems were enccountered.
1¢, Bnpineer: N/
20. . riillery:
2. Hission
B/2/519 arty: DS 2/501 Inf
052/519 arty: D8 2/50L Inf
L72/319 arty: LS £2/501 Inf
B/2/11tk arty: G5-R 319 arty
C/2/114h srty: GS-R' 319 Arty

L/1/8% Arty: GS, 3d Bde, 101 ibn Div
R/1/8% Lrty: GS, 3d Bde, 101 sbn Liv

b. Conecept of Upsretion:

Establish Fire Support Bases t¢ provide continucus, maXipum artillery

¢. Execution:

411 operations were conducted within range of ligut and medium

artiliery.

4. arelysis: Artillery support was quick, variable and accurate.
21. Ro special equipment or other tecuniques were enployed.
22. Gomwanderfs analysis

o, L0h Comaunications (limiteticn)

(1) The interccu system betwsen the front end rear seats of the LGn
is unsatisfactory. when the Bn CO and 5-3 were airbourne in th.e LOn, tue
GO could usually transmit to tue 5-3, but the 5-5 was unable tc transcit

to the CC.

M

{o% Tre sclutlon Vo ke preblem wes to medify tue siandard aircraft
hondeat e Lhot cue gar phicne wos plugred inte LG intercom wiils the second



&VD"~BC—A 22 June 196Y
SUBJECT: Combet Operations sfter JLctica Heport;, Gperaticn spache dnow

one was attoched to an AN/PRC-QS carried by the $-3. In this way the 5-3
hed communications with the In CU and could sls¢ wonitor tihe camaand net

dd

when the CO switched t¢ another Fu net, or switch tc anctiber net whsn the
CC directed.

b. Lz preparaticon end selcction:

(1) nesupply and extracticn of elewents cperating under the dense jungle
canopy proeved diffiecult and more rapid LZ clearing techniques need to be
developed.

(2} It was found that selection of pre-planned air strikes along tne
route of advanece of the companies sided in L2 preparaticn. 1n

Planm:
additicn each conpany carried additicnal demolitions.
25. Hacomoen ions:

&. Tre Settolion Comwender frequently centrols his battelion in a Lun.
There i1z ¢noy cne FM set, thres jacks for intercom and no rear selecticn box.
Gurrently, L0i's do not report witi hesdsets for the present inadequate

syeve. Kescumend LOh be modified to include a radio system which will pro-
¢ide twe i sets with forwerd end aft selection capabilities and a couwplete

systom for all croupants for the aircraft.

i neens to uwark targets from a LOH, siwilar to the system ewployed
by FiaC aireraft, is needed. Current prccedures to aark targets are noi
accurste and teke too much to penetrate the thick jungle cancpy. WF grenades
are not authorized due to enfety factors. Hedommend a WP grenade leuncler

be mounted on LCH similar to the FAC aireraft.

b.

KCBEKT L. GEhwmil

f/ II";C? M
LTG, Infentry
o vrﬁg 0 3 to CFURD 3-69 Commanding
2 = imi s (CP Overlay) to URPCRD 5-69
5 ~ amnix 5 (CP Gverlay) © OPGRD 369



