DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters 3d Brigade, I01ldt Adrborne Division (Airmobile)
APO SanFr&ncisco 96383

AVDG-CA~E 25 Jme 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Swmary .. azvy
APACHE SNOW ax e ,
'JSA CGSC FT LEAVENWORT! ..

MAR 3@ 1971

ACCESSION NO
PO REGISTR /SE,

Cormanding General
Headquarters 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile)
AP0 San Francisco 96383

1. Name and Type of Operation: Operation APACHE SNOW; Reconnaissance
in Force,

2., Dates of Operation: 10 May - 7 June 1949,
3, Location: This Operation wgs conducted in Nam Hoa District, Thua
Thien Province, Map References: Sheets; 1:50,000 641 I, II, III, IV;
Series L7014 & L7015,
. Control Headquarters: Hgs 3d Bde, 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile).
5. Reporting Officer: dJoseph B, Commy Jr,, Colonel Infantry, Commanding,
6, Task Organization:
1-506(~)  2=506(-)  3-187 3-5 Cav

A-2-506 OPCON 18~21 May D-2-506 ORCON

Bde Control

Bde Scty Plat B-326 Engr (DS)
Ren 1-506 A158 AHB (DS)
&~2-17 Cav B.158 AHB (DS)
2319 Arty (DS) TACP 20 T4SS
C-2-11 Arty (GSR) 58th Sct Dog Plat
Ca2-9) Arty (GSR) 3d FSSE
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LPACHE SNOW

Lst, ARV Regt, F 420 Regy

1-1 ARVN Bn w/FO Party 1-3 ARVN Bn w/FO Party
2=1 ARVN Bn w/FO Parvy 2-3 ARVN Bn w/FO0 Party
3-1 ARVN Bn w/FO Party 3~3 ARVN Bn w/FO Party
L1 ARVN Bn w/FO Party Battery 12 4RUN Arty (DS)

Battery 11 ARWN Arty (DS)
Battery 3l ARVN arty (GSR)
1 INO rgarty

7. Supporting Forces:

a, 2-17 Cav - supported 3d Bde by reconnaissance, the marking of
LZ*s prior to insertions, the screening of ground units and along the
Lastian border, and by pinpointing enemy mortar and rocket locations.
{See Incl 5 for further details)e

b, artillery - units shown in task organization provided support
for LZ preps, units in contact, H & I fires, and direct fire in defense
of bases underground and sapper attack, (See Incl 7 for further details).

ce Tth TAF - provided both preplanned and immediate air strikes with
air criority to units in contact, LZ preps, LZ construction, and
intellizence targets. (See Incl 8,fer further details).

d. 160th &vn Group - provided airlift for combat assaults and
extractlons, establishment of fire support bases, resupply sorties during
the operation, and pathfinder control on both LZ insertions and fire bases.
(See Incl i for further details).

e, Logistical Support - provided by 34 FSSE, DISCOM, 101st 4bn Div,
elements of the 426 Supgply and Service Battalion, Co C 326 Medical En,
Co D 801st Maintenance Battalion, Det 1002 Supply and Service Company,
26th Group w/POL Platoon, Laundry and Bath Platoon and Graves Registration.
Section, (8ee Incl L for detailed breakdown on support units, mission
requiraments and services rendereqd) e

8, Intelligence: See Inclosure 1 for complete details.

Overation APACHE SNOW confirmed that elaments of the 6th, $th, and

29th Regiments were using the Northern & Shau Valley as a primary LOC

for nwovement of material and infiltration of troops to enemy units

throughout I Corps, Using Radio Research Unit techniques and quickly

reacting to information gained through POW interrogation, the 3d Brigade

was able to exploit hard intelligence and render the 7th, 8th.apd $th

battalions of the 29th Regt plus its technical umits combat ineffective,

Aso identified were sappers of the K12 battalion and the K6 (AK4 B06th)

Bn, 6th Regiment, and K35 &rty Bn (Rocket)e These it§§ after “n-tif,.' Jé s
CLASS1FTED B&(’%“ Ree, Jo]” gl
SUBIECT TO GENTWAL NDECLASSTFICATION
SCHEUULE OF E4EUHTIVE ORDER 11652
AUTOEATICALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO YEAR

EPEAVEMADECT ASS T8 70 OF DEC. 31942
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identification and location had been confirmed, were constantly
nhourded by TAC Air, artillery, and purseit by 3d Brigade ground
forces, This invariably resulted in the capture of a POW whose
interrogation resulted in valuable information gained«

9. Mission:

3d Bde and 1st &RVN Regt conduct combined airmobile assaults into
the Northern & Shau Valley in conjunction with the 9th Marines and the
3d ARV Regt to destroy NVA/VC forces, block enemy routes of egress into
Laos, interdict enemy I0C, and to locatc and destroy enemy caches.,

10. Concept of Operation:

a, Prior to D-Day, 10 May 69, the lst and 3d ARVN Regts and the
3rd Brigade 101 established thres mitually supporting fire bases at
FB Bradley (¥D278122), FB &irborne (¥D355070) and FB Gurrahee (IC399949).
On D-Day, following a fifty minute TAC &ir prep, an eighteen mimute
Artillery prep, air Cav LZ examination, and a one minute ARA LZ prep,
five mancuver battalions (three US and two ARVN) were inserted into
five separate LZ's along the Laotian border overlooking the Northern
h Shau Valley, &fter searching and clearing the immediate LZ area, all
US battalions began extensive RIF operations to the East and Northeast
toward the Valley floore. Ofter the insertisn of the maneuver battalions
had been completed at 1400 hours, the 2-1(=) ARVN Bn combat assaulted
aton Tiger Mountain (¥D253090) and secured FB Tiger for the insertion
of Battery 12 LRW Artillery (105mm) . The 3-5 Cav secured Route 547 and
Fire Bases Blaze (¥D5hL203), Bastogne (¥D620095), and Cannon (¥DL75028).
Route 547 is the al) weather route to be used for resupply of units
working in the valley and along its ridge lines.

b. Operations Narrative: On D-Day, 10 May 1969, utilizing 1ift
ships from the 158th and 101st 4HB!'s, the 1~506 Inf at 073CH, 3~187 Inf
at 080U, and 2-501 Inf at 1001H, were combat assaulted into LZ's
vicinity YC312949, YC320988, and YD286015 respectively. The L-1 LRWN
Inf battalion at 1020H and 2-1 ARVN Inf Bn(-) at 1300H combat assaulted
into LZ's ot YD2500)42 and YD253090. The LZ for the L-1 ARVN was hot as
the 1ift ships began to receive small arms fire upon exiting the LZ,
Sporadic firing continued until approximately 1300H. At Tiger Mountain,
ong CH 47 was downed on the LZ by small arms fire. There were negative
cesualties., The 105mm Howitzer being carried was undamaged and tho
CH 47 was extracted without further incident. The enemy apparently
had no advancc knowledge of the primary LZ!'s and as a result, were
unable to effect a determined or effective dclense.

At 110220H May 69, FB Bastogne received a probe by an unknown size encmy
force. Approximately 10 RPG rounds and a substantial amount of small
arms fire werc directed into the perimcter. At the initial RPG fire,

3
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&RA and all organic weapons to include BOmn tank gups were employed

to counter the attack, One RPO round sPg@ted 4 fire which caused an
exolosion in the ASP of G-1-83 Artillery (175mm). This explosion
resulted in 33 US WIA, of which only 18 required medevac, The medevac
was complete at OLLS hours 11 May,

On 1110001 May 69, the 3-1 ARVN Inf Bn combat assawlted into LZ number

6 at YD1970L4. Tne L2 was cold with negative enemy contact. At 1825H,

B 0o 3-187 Infantry began to receive heavy small arms and machine gun

fire from ¥C325982, This action marked the beginning of the ten day
battle for Dong 4p Bia Mountain., Due to the continuous and heavy fighting
prior to the capture of Hill 937, a separate Inclosure, Inclosure 9, has
becn wroparcd, For all further details on vhe battle for Dong Ap Bia
Mountain refer to Inclosure 9.

12 Moy 69 resulted in only minor contact with the exsepsion of the 1~506
and 3~187 Infentry Battalions who were enjoined in the battle for

Donz «p Bia, The 2-501 Infantry Battalion and allied units contimued

to RIF along the border.

at 130335H May 69, FB Airborne recieved a heevy enemy ground attack,
Sappers of the K12 Battalion, in conjunction with the C3 Company, X6
Battalion, 6th NVA Regiment attacked the base in a three pronged attack;
from the W, E and S, The CO of 4-2-501 cmployed every weapon at

his disposal to include &fth, Spooky and direct fire artillery from
B-2-319 (105mm) and C-2-11 (155mm) as the perimeter was assaulted.
C-2-319 srtillery sustained both casualties to personnel and one 105

gun was destroyed and onc damaged while C-2-11 Lrtillery sustained one
155mu gun heavily damaged. At 0530H, af$er the attack had been repulscd,
31 NV& KIi (BC) were found and 1 PW was captured, US losses were 21 KA
and 52 WLi, (See Inclosures 7 and 13 for further details). The 2-501
Inf(~) was extrocted from various P2's (¥D284031) 2t 103CH and comploted
at FB dirborne at 1220H., The 2-501 Inf then begen extensive RIF's in
the vieinity of FB Airborme to pursue ané destroy the K6 Battalion,

6th V. Regiment knowm %o be in the area.

Yuring 18 May 69, the battle for Dong -p Bia raged as heavy ground
fighting continued, The 3-187th Infantry fought its way South to

the military crest of Hill 937, while the 1-506th Infantry assaulted
Northward uw» the slope. In time, enemy fire from heavily fortified
bunkers slowed the momentum of the 1~506th Infantry assault. The 3-187
havirg pushed further toward the top,srbegan toreceive fire from both
flenks as the cenemy was reinforced, With little daylight remaining,
the decision was made to combat assault two additional battalions into
the battle to stem the flow of enemy reinforcements and add cambat

mass o what would be the final assault on Hill 937. At 183GH, A<2-508
Infantry was 1ifted from Phong Dien to FB Currahee, by CB L7 thein. combat
assaulted to vicinity YC320989 at which tire they became OPCON to 3~187,

b
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On 19 May 69, the 2-501 Infantry(-) at %515 and the 2-3 «RVN at 1327H
were combat assaulted from FZ vicinity YD363081 and My Chanh respectively
into L2's at Y(332922 and YC33897L, Both LZ's were cold and the remainder
of the day was spent in preparation for the assault on Dong sp Bia
scheduled for the next day. ZThe 3-5 Cav which had been providing security
for engineer worksites along route 5h7, became OPCON to the 2d Brigade,
Havinz been relicved of providing security for FB's Bastogne, Blaze and
Cannon, the elements of the 3rd Brigade were then able to more
effectively marshall their resources for the assault on Hill 937,

On 20 Mey 69, the 3-187th Infantry with £-2-506 OPCON, 2-501L Infantry,
1-506 Infantry and 2-3 ARVN successfully assaulted and drove the 7th

and 8th Bns of the 29th NVi Regiment from their mountain stronghold atop
Dong wp Bio Mountain. (Sece Incl 9 for complete details) .

Effective 21 May 69, the 3-187 Infantry became OPCON to the 2d Bde
10lst 4on Divy who in turn returned the 2-506 Infantry to 3rd Bde
controls The time period 21 May 69 - 7 June was characterized by
decreasing enemy contact and ever increasing discoveries of enemy
cachess The 2~506 Infantry began their portion of Operation APACHE 3NOW
oy regaining 4-2-508 Infantry which had been OPCON to 3-187 Infantry
for the final two days of the battle for Dong ap Bia Mountain. The
battalion CP, companies B, C and D(-) moved from Gamp Evans, Phong Dien
District Headquarters, and the 4n Lo Bridge to FB Blaze by CH 47. Upoan
completion of the CH ﬁ? move to FB Rlaze, the Battalion CP and E Co(-)
combat assaulted to FB Airborme, A-2-506, upon release by the 3-187
Infantry, combat assaulted from P2 (¥C327982) to LZ FB Airborne.

On 22 May,69, C & D rompanies of 2-506 moved from FB Blaze and FB
Currahee’ to BB Airborne. With all elements of 2-506 in and around

FB 4irborne, the battalion began exheoustive searching and RIF operations
to locate NVA Warehouse Sk, lnown to be in the area, (For further
information see Inclosure 12).

The 2-501 Infantry began RIF operations from vicinity Dong 4p Bia, along
the Dong So Ridge, heading for the Valley floor. The 1-506 Infantry
began oxtensive search and clear RIF operations from Dong Ap Bia
Mountain South toward FB Currahee. On 5 June 69, the L~1 ARVN Battalion
moved to PZ vicinity YD278066 and extracted to La Vang, The move was
complete at 1315H.

At 07200 June 69, Operation APACHE SNOW was concludede This combined
allied operation saw some of the war's blosdiest and fiercest fought
battles against a determined foe, «PACHE SNOW has added another stirring
chapter to the history of the 3@ Bde, 10lst «irborne Division, (For
detailed information regarding the time period 21 May -~ 7 Juna 69 84F
Inclosure 10, 11 and 12).

S
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12, Eesults: a, The 3d Brigade with OPCON units successfully accomplished
its mission in Operation APACHE SNOW, This multi-battalion combined
Operation was a classic campaign which found the enemy, fixed his
location, and methodically and devastatingly destroyed him in place,
The effect of this was to destroy the combat effectiveness of not only
the mancuver battalions of the 29th NVA Regiment, but also its central
headquarters with organic and atbached technical units, forcing the
remaining broken elements to retreat across the border into Laos, while
at the same time preventing them from again using the Northerm & Shau
Valley as either a staging area for attack or as a large scale storage
base to outfit future operations,

be Enemy Losses categorized as follows:

Us ARVN
(1) KI& (BC) NVA/VC 691 229
(2) XBaa (BC) 16
(3) KB4 (BC) 102
(L) Captured: FW - 5
IWe 2L1 340
CSWC Lo 100
Documents (wt in lbs) 37
ce friendly Losses: Us ARVN

78 KIL 31 KI4
536 WIh 137 WIA

de Body to Weapons Ratios Us ALRVN

691/281 = 24Ukl 229/100 = 1:1.4L0
ee Enemy to US killed ratio: US ARVN

691/78 = 8,06:1 229/31 = T,01:1

fe Captured or destroyed Bquipment: US

(1) 137,250 rds of S& &mmo (4) 827 RPG/Rifle Grenades
(2) 2,426 rds GS hmmo (5) 32 Mine/BBL
(3) 2,386 rds Mortar Ammo (8)  3Ly?76”1bs Rice



LUDGwCA-E 25 June 1969
SUBJECT: Combat Operations u#fter action Repart - Summary

APACHE SNOW

(7) 2L Structures (10) L Radios

(8) 1205 Fortificotions (11) 125 1bs Explosives
(9) 3 122mm Rockets (12) Vehicles (trucks) 4

Captured or destroyed Equipment: ALRVN

(1) 340,000 rds Sk Amo (7) 10 122mm Rockets

(2) 5,000 rds CSW (8) 11,735 lbs rice

(3) 5,000 rds Mortar ammo (9) 257 Fortifications

(4) 540 RG/Rifle Grenades (10) 306 Structures

(3) 566 Hand Grenades (11) 14,275 1bs explosives
(6) 227 Mine/BBT (12) Lo Vehicles (trucks

and dozers)
13, Aadnministration: (See Inclosure 2).

14 Logistics: (See Inclosurer))

15, Chemical: Non-Toxic chemical munitions for the M=79 and 105mm
Howitzer were employed on several different occasions on 15, 16, and 17
May Quring the atteck on Dong ap Bia Mountain, CS grenades, both
individually thrown by the foot soldier and bulk zir dropped from
UH-1H aircraft were also used prior to and during assauvlts (See
Inclosures 8 & 9). Although the use of these chemical munitions met
with some early success, the changing wind patterns along the ridge
lines of Dong &p Bia Mountain quickly dissipated the agent. The NVA,
realizing the effect of CS in a confined area such as a static tunker
defense, counteracted the use of G5 by donning new Chicom protective
mzsks. DBecause of these factors, the further use of chemical munitions
was suspended after 20 May 69.

16, Civil Affoirs (Omitted).

17. Psychological Operations (See Inclosure 5).
18, Comnuuications (Sec Inclosure 6).

19« Engineer (Omitted).

20. irtillery (See Inclosure 7).
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21, Special Bgeipment and Techniques: g c-n 2N *_} 'W

a, Rigerer and Rappelinz: Discussion mL,;w%;&W tlmea\erlnb ?perqtlopi)
LPACEE SNOW, aircraft were down in hostile terrain where easy access was
impossible, 4t times the only feasible way rigcers could get to the
eircraft in order to rig it for extraction was through the use of
rappeling techniques from UH-1H helicopters,

Solution - Realizing that this method of entry is not a normal technique
for riggers, o infantry security elements, experience shows that as a
mirdmm, a basic course of instruction to include actual helicopter
rappeling is needed in all infantry and rigger units,

b. OChest Plate Protectors: Discussion - Units of both the 1-506
and 2-506 Infentry SBattalions employed aircraft crew member ceramic
vest Jlates for their point men. This body armor, while heavy and
cumbersome, saved the lives of three men who were struck by S& at close
rangea

Solution - The possibfity of adapting this aircraft type body armor
te usc by field troops should be investigated by every infantry unit
engag.< in operations where contact is felt to be imminent.

22, Commander's Analysis:

2o fecon by Fire - Discussion - it leasv one Corpany of each
mancaver battalion involved in Operat ion 4PuCHS SNOW initiated prematurc
ey return fire placing the enemy in a poor defensive gposture through the usc
of rceon Ly fire., 8 an example, a unit reconning by fire a2long its route
of advance and using 2-17 Cav Pink teams (1 IOH ond 1 Gunship) to screen
its advonce reduces the possibility of being enc'ucd by NV& trail
watchers, or “set~piece" anbushes, "Walling fipes" or the use of
artidlery to rccon 2 route of march mekes for rapid employment of both
blocking Tires and close in contact fires with less time lost through
haphazard adjustments and confirmation of map location.

b, Flak vests: Discussion ~ The protective or "flak" vest; normally
worn only by troops in either o static security role or convoy duty,
significantly reduced both the number of KLiv & Wl for the US wattalions
issaulting Dong op Bia Mountain, Many early casualties were due to
Claymore and RPG shrapnel, {s this type projcctile does not have the
velocity, mor the penetrating power of small arms fire except at very close
range, ohe flak vest is an excellent defensive mcasure, The only
drawbacks are its weight which causes heet cesualties, and its bulkiness,

Solutirn - Issue "flak" vest as the situation dictates.
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ce Use of Rucksacks: Discussion - whenever possible, it is
advantaceous for the members of 2 unit to zo "light" i.e, without
rucksacks, carrying only water, smoke and a complete basic load for
organic WcloonsSa

Solution - This can be done if operating out out of a static bese, or
if resupply is to be effected daily as the rucksack could be lifted

by helicopter. The main advantages to going "light" are: ability to
move quickly and quietly, rapid deployment in conbact, and less fatigue
both physiczl and mental for the lead elements thereby sharpening their
Jrowess and detection skills. 1he mejor disadvantage to going "light"

25 ohe possibility of feilure to resupply because of poor weather or enery
condltions,

d. arlive DiSCUSSiOD - Throughgu'b Operation APLCHE SNOW incidents
involving el resulted in unnecessary US casuzliies. The normal manner
of erpdloyment of hRn is through artillery command channels to the FO
acconpanying the ground u.it commander, t 1s now apparent that
instances occur when the FO is either separated from his commander,
or not fully briefed on the entire fluid situaiion.

Solution - To preclude accidental injury io troops, it is felt that

wls should follew the same procedure as gunships, i.e. contact the
ground commander on his imternal command net, be briefed on the friendly
and enemy situciion, and then have his avproach pattern checked by the
ground cormander to insure it is correct and that he has identified

all friendlies before rolling in on his rocket run,

e, Usc of the air Cavalry: Discussion = Ground commanders, unless
having orior experience, are not normally aware of the limitations and
best use¢ 2f tne supporting air cavalry in ivs role of recon and
imnediate closing of contact with the enany.

Solution ~ « short class to explain and demonstrate the proper use of
nir Cav by the ground commander should be held periodically at
Brigade level. This class should be attended by all commanders down
to and inclucing the company level,

f. Supporting Fires: Discussion - Batialion commanders mist be
airbornc to properly coordinate fire support, i.e. ARA, gunships, TaC
air and heavy artillery. Company Cormmarders wmast neriodically have
demonstrated to them the correct and effective use of these fires in
order 1o remain current and adept in their cmployment. Heavy (8" & 17Smm)
artillery with its mass destructive force ¢an be used against entrenched cneny
in positions close to friend]ggéggmgntsa P e i
Sulution -~ «irmobile Battalion Sqmanders..should remaih-aifwbﬁne

et ¥

9
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to comand, contact, and coordinate their elements and all supporting
fires. Company commanders should periodically attend fire support
coordination classes. Heavy artillery should be registered and fired in

by ground unit FO's so that should the need arise, it will be

readily avaoilable, e T 1Y
: g ol b3 . W L alieiaol @ B b
/ N/ S E AT
15 Incl . B. CONMY JR, /i
1, Intelligence Colonel, InfantryY V
2, light doute, Commanding
sgsinl’ Bns
3o ‘ersonnel and 4ddministration
o Logistics
5a fsychological Operations
6. Communications
Te wriillery
8. TaC i‘.j_r
9., DBattle for Dong ap Bia
10, Combat Operations ofter hetion Hejort, 3-187 Inf
11, Combat Operations &fter hction Report, 1-506 Inf
12, Conbet Operations &fter action Report, 2-506 Inf
13, Combat Operations #fter wction Report, 2-501 Inf
1lie  Combat Operations After Action Repory, 158 AHB
15s Combat Operations After Actiosn Report, 2-17 Cav
- i 'T“‘t\
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DEPARTMENT: OF THE ARWY
Headquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
ARO San Francisco 9383

AVDG-CA-D 25 June 199

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (APACHE SNOW)

TO: CO
3rd Bde 10lst Abn Div
ATTN: S5-3

The following analysis of the enemy situation and supporting informa-
tion)is submitted for inclosure in the Combat After Actions Report (APACHE
SNOW) .

%7&4 4 7/.‘2””“'-‘(’«:145,&- prae
+-CHARIES B. ADDISON 7
Captain MI

52

1 Incl

I Intelligence of Dong Ap Bia
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(INTELLIGENCE) to Gambat After-Action Repoity (ABACHE SHOW)

1. Terrain: The terrain aspezts of the 3d Bde Area o Operations generally
conformed to the original Intelligence estimate varying fram open valley
to steep mowntains,

a, The Valley: The A SHAU Valley floor econsists of flat open terrain
which varies in width from 300 meters -(¥D363032) to three kilometers near
TA BAT, Vegetation includes grass, 2 to 6 fest tall and scattered brush.
Foot and vehicle trafficability is excellent, and any portion of the valley
floor is condusive to helicopter landings.

b, The Transitional Area: Bordering the Northern A SHAU on the westem
hills at depth of one to two kilometers the terrain is covered with metted
grass and brush vegetation which impedes foot traffic, The ares is laced
with numerocus trail networkd and trafficability is limlted to t heir use,
Tracked vehicles could deploy as far north as ¥YD3112,

c. The Mountainous Area: Rising abruptly out of the nayrew-fingers
and uneven contours of the transitional area, the canopy-covered, steevo
slopes (20% to 50%) of the mountainous region form an unbroken barrier to
movement, observation, and heliborne operatirns, Foot traffic is confined
to trails and streambeds, Observation and fields of fire were severly
limted in some sreas due to undergrowth and elephant grass. Though no
particular area of the operational area was reported as impassable, areas
under triple canopy near streams were more difficult due to the amownt of
tangle foot in the areas where no trails were established, All streams
encountered were negotiable by foot troopers, Vehicles though net used in
operation Apache Snow woudd be generally limited to Route 5.7, valley floer
and its long more gradual sloplng fingers,

Numerpous suitable helicopter landing zones and trails were found in
the area, (Overlay will be fwd under separaste cover),

2. Weather: Throughout the operational period, the weather was considered -
excellent, Ground Fog was prevalent in early moming hours in most ravines,
usually clearing off around 0800 - 0830 hours, Also immediately following
thundershowers cumwus clouds developed and remained in the area for a
short time, For the most part, thundershowers occured between 1430 hours
and 2100 hours dally with clear skies developing after rainfall, Temper-
atures were modercte to warm in aftemoon preceeding thundershowers,
Weather in general was excellent for Airmobile Openakimis:



3. Fpemy Situation: The original intelligence estimate carried order of
Battle listings of the followin units in the 3d Brigade Area of Operation:

a. 6th NVA Regiment
(1) 806th Bn — Confirmmed
(2) 800th Bn - Possible
(3) 802nd Bn - Fossible

b, 9th NVA Regiment

¢. 559th Trans Group

d, 675th Arty Regiment

e, U/I Forces (BA 611)

Though the original estimate of enemy disposition and composition wax
not confirmed altogether; it is believed that-all slements were operating
in aresa of the planwed operation except the 9th NVA Regiment., Contacts
throughout the period could have and in all probability were made with
elements listed in m, ¢ -~ e. Contact was established on 10 May 199 by
the 3/187 and 1/505 Infantry Battalions and was mainteained throughout the
duration of the operation, The second day of the operation, the 3d Bn,
187th made sporadic contact with snipers that were dug in as well as tree
borne, This contact continued and the fighting inereased as the 3/187 had
encountered the two Enemy Battalions and sections of an NVA Regimental
Headgquarters size unit which waes later identified through documents and
Prisoners as the 29th NVA Regiment, The 7th and 8th Battalions and elements
of the 20th Regt Hqs were located on Dang Ap Bie mountain (YC228981), As
the intensity of the fighting increased, the 3/187 was joined by three (3)
additiecnal battalions in routing the 2%th NVA Regiment, The 29th NVA
Reginent was the only new unit identified in the area, (Ses Inclosure
# 1 for information on Hill 937). Elements of the 80bth Bettalion, éth
NVA Regiment and the K10 Sapper Battalion remained active throughout the
operation,

4. Enemy Tactics: The 806th Battalion located North of FSB Airborne
geterally remained in a defemsive posture of enemey caches and base areas
with limted reconnaiasance missions, Elements of the 806th did participate
jn a sapper attack on 13 May 69. Remaining elements of the 6th NVA were
not contacted during the operation, The 29th NVA Regiment was devloyed in
a defensive role, The 7th and 8th Battalions were d d in depth
utilizing concentric bunkers on Dong Ap Bia (i1l 937), Bunkers were
heavily fortified, reinforced ("A" Frame) with thick over head cover and
covered with mutual supporting fires, An intricate series of interconnec-
ting tranches enabled the enemy to reinforce any portion of his perimeter,
Snipers and 2-3 man listing post were deployed zlong all passible avenues
of epproach at sufficient distance from the enemys! perimeter to orovide




early waming, Wl'bh the exception of the battle for Dong Ap IBia fmm
11~21 Msy, the moWdle defense tactic was employed by,t.h : erfepy® 5Pk
role, US and ARVN units most frequemtk ‘é‘ncéa.mrﬁ ret!*‘tga%.

redon parties and snipers during r&cérpaissihce %u

The enemy elements employing this gt c\}:lpl&d.i«a Beript inf

friendly casualties initially and break contact immed:x.ately Savper
attacks increased during the period indiecating the eneamy's increased
reliance upon this tactic to inflict maximum casuvalties and destruction
of installations and equiyment with a minimum of forces which are highly
trained with suicidal motiviation, Direct and indirect fire attacks on
Fire Bases and night defensive positlons alos increased during the revorted
period, Fire attacks were usually by enemey snivers deploying harassing
techmiques with small arms and rocket propelled grenade, Indirect fire
attacks were conducted with 60mm mortar, 82mm mertar, 122mm rockets, 122mm
artillery (Tiger Mtn) and infrequently by rocket propelled grenades,

Only one indirect fire attack was followed by a ground attack and that
occured on 13 May 69 with a combined sapper and ground attack, Mines and
booby traps mers employed in the area of operation generally along I0C's
that the enemy suspected US and ARVN use, Cache sites were heavily booby
trapped in a hasty manner appearing to be a last resort of preventing -

U and ARWN capture of these desperately needed supplies and munitions,
Command snd trip-device claymores were encountered along 10C'e and vart-
iculary in defense of Dong Ap Bia, The claymore's were staggered and
placed in depth to provide coverage both in front and to sides of bunkers,
Grenades, 60 and 80mm mortar rownds with trip devices placed in ordnance
containers and left in open areas were alos employed,

5., Training: Enemy individual and unit training was considered to be
excellent, Particulary noteworthy is the excellent marksmanship and
concealement employed by elements of the 29th NVA Regiment, Detection of
individuals and bunkers were extremely difficult in the initial phases of
the operation aroumi Dong Ap Bia and improved as ordnance was placed. in
heavy jungle terrain, The excell ant marksmanship of the 29th Regt showed
& marked improvement over previous contacts with ememy units., The special
training of the Sapper elements remains in a very high state,

6. Logistics: The overall supply posture of enamy forces was not cons
sidered good, however the only Ymown shortages were food, Caches of
munitions and other supplies indicate the enemy's ability to infiltrate
and store large quantities of supplies in Base areas, Though numerous
medicel supplies were captured in the area it is believed that the enemy

is experiencing a critical shortage of medical personnel in adminstering
t reatment,

7. Combst effectiveness and Morale: The overall cembat effectiveness of
enemy "elements contacted was considered to be good and considerably better
than the enemy-elements previously contacted in lowlands and along the
rocket belts, The 7th and 8th Battalions, 29th NVA Regt was considred to
be highly effective until after the battle for Dong Ap Bia,

Morale of the enexy continuﬁ%m 7, ﬁoox’.:"‘; ‘%gmﬁgog:%ge@ morale is




contributed to lack of sufficient food stuffs, continued mmsdshigs and
regeated defeats hy Allies,

8, Intelligence Operations:

a, Aerial Surveillance
1, Visual Recomneissance

a, FAC VR - I early Februery 1969, 3d Brigade FACs began
an intense systematic VR program of the northern A Shau Valley, Pilots
were debriefed by S2 personnel after completed missions, and furnsihed
valuable data on roads, trails, HLZs and enemy locations,

b, 82 VR -~ the assistant S2 and S2 Air cenducted reconnaissance
of the TAOR in fixed-wing aircraft from the 220th RAC and accempained FACs on
missions, Hand held photos were taken of HLZ's and enemy locations.

¢, A-2-17 Cav VR - armed helicopter reconmaissance missions
were flown by the 2-17 Cav in supvort of 3d Brigade Operations.

2, Adrborce Bersonnel Detector - sniffer missions were frecuently
conducted to locate enemey concentrations and were a valuable source of
intelligence,

b. Aerial Photograpky G2 Air-zssets of the Division Imagery Inter-
pretation section were utilized in planning operations, Although ne
specific photo missions were flown, prior photo coverage was used,

¢, SLAR and Red laze - rmissicns were flown daily by XXIV Corps,
Radzr - FPS L, 5 and the TES 2% were cwployed on forward supnort bases
for ground surveillance and early warning.

d. RS - special agent reports indicated known enemy locations and
ds.sposition,

e, FW Interrogation and Document Readout - a team from the 3d Brigade
I section was meintained at the foreward TACP for rapid exploitation of
prisoners and captursd enemy documents,

9. Totals for Operation Apache Snow: (10 May - 2000H to 7 June 69)

S _ ARVN TOTALS
KA 691 29 920
2 5 o 5
WENS:  IWC 211 340 581
CSWS L0 100 140
SA MO 97250 340000 437250
CS AMMD: MORT 2462 5000 7462
RFG 827 540 1367
OTHERS 15 108D 26002
GRAIN (RICE IN LBS) L7 11735 46511
DEMD (LES) 185 14275 Luk60
DOCUMENTS (LBS) - ﬂ%% 37 573
VEIICIES A 40 INA
BUNKERS 1205 257 1462

STEUCRUTES 24 306 547



Inclosure 1, of Cambat After Action Report,(INTELLIGENCE) to APACHE SNOW.

SUBJECT: Intelligence Exploitation of "DONGvAR-EIR"

L

) {i i . P [
INTRODUCTION: Intelligence played a mjo%@ ¥pE GHSEE W tho
3d Brigade in Operation "APACHE SNOW" and *fore specifically, intelligence
was the major factor that caused a battle for the 937 hill, In the battle
of Dong Ap Bila just about every available source of intelligence gather-
ing was exploited.

The means of gathering this information were: Prisoners, spar revorts,
visual recormaissance and Agent Reports,

BACKGROUND: In mid February, during Operation Ohio Ranmids conducted in
southem and eastem portion of Base Area 101, the:3d Battalion, 187th
Infantry captured a prisoner from the 806th Battalion, é6th Regt, During
the interrogation of the W, he stated that s elements received suonliea
from a warehouse camplex in vicinity of the northern & Shau Valley, The
prisoner indicated that his elements would move for two (2) days to the
west and three (3) days to the south where warehouse 54 was located, Based
on this data, exploitation of this area began within the Brigade's capw -
abllity,

EXPIDITATION: Immediately, Air Strikes were planned and flown in the area
of Warehouse 54, These airstrikes received numerous secondary explosions
and nany secondary fires, Suspecting that the warehouse complex had been
lecated, additofjal air strikes were placed in the arsa and the area north
of warehouse 54, One airstrike further north was particularyly revealing
and that was the discovery of a large trall, well used with what apveared
to be spider holes along it running in a North-South direction., About
this time, an extensive Visual Reconnaissance program was initiated, These
VR missions were coordinated and established with Air Force FAC's attached
to the 3d Bde for direct air support, The program was set-up to have the
FAC's make VR!'s of the entire area while Airstrikes were being flown in
the area and when no fighters were aveilable the FAC's would simply recen
the area, After esach flight into the area, the FAC would renmort 4o S2 and
draw all trails, possible landing zones and just generally bpief the S2
on his observations in the area, The area of warchouse 54 and the trails
leading out of Laos imto the Dong Ap Bia were particularly inmteresting
because of the obvious heavy use, After a short periai, the FAC's had
established a nmumber of trall networks andpossible areas of enemy con-
centrations, Results of the visual Reoconnaissance missions were three
fold; First, they were able to provide the 52 with immediate fnfomation
on specific areas of interest, 2) he added to or improved the data base
of information an the area for future Operations and third, he beecams very
fapmiliar with the terrain so when firiendly troops were deployed in the
area, no difficultly was experienced in providing very close alr support,
In late February antdearly March of 1969, indications from URS showed
an unusugl increase in Spar readings in the upper part of t .
Concurrently with the beginning of Rdsustdom lmmﬁﬂﬁwg%ﬁﬁ » URS



indicated deployment of a Major North Viedrariése Chmmand #n thg & Shid |
area and in Base Area 611 in Laocs. Thredidritlieddiednmnndsiwere! idehitifded
a8 Regimental size headquarters, each regiment having under its command
three or more battalions, Discovery of parts of a Coaxial cable tended

to battress the idea of a major commo facility located somewhere in the
valley, By early May, a URS report had identified a regimental headouarters
as being 5-8 kilometers west of Dong Ap Bia and was moving easterly,

Photographs and captured documents played a major role in selecting
the landing zZones and general axis of advance of the Battaliems partici-
pating in the Combat Assaulting of multiple battaliecns along the Lactian
border, The Bde II and Ass!t S2 officer nder the guidance of the 52 and
S3 selected specific aeeas for photographs, The study and analysis of
these photographs were instrumental, both to the 52/3 and later to the
Bn Commanders in their planning of assigned missions,

Although agent reports were plentiful in the early stages of formulat-
ing a dava base and preparing plans for Apache Snow, the information was
general and not in depth, The Bde S2 made a liaison visit to the 525th MI
Det in Hue and directed specific questions concerning the area of interest
to the Det OIC, He was able to respond immediately with some of t he
information and levied the remaining requirements on his agents.

As the data base grew or developed, plans were made by the 3d Bde'to
begin Operation Apache Snow to fully exploit the situation, The Operation
Idcked off on 10 May with a multiple battalion CA into selected LZ's
alang the Laotian Border, All assawdting elements reported cold IZ's
and moved out on multiple axds of advance, On the 2d day of Apache Snew
the 3d Battalion, 187th met heavy enemy resistance from a well trained,
well concealed and dug in enemy force. The fight continued for the next
eight (8) days with some of the hardest and costliest fighting ever
experienced by an NVA force, As the Hill was finally taken Ly a four
allied battalion force on 21 May 69, a PW captured revealed that the 29th
Regt Has with two of its three orgadic battalions was located on Dang
Ap Bia, Further interrogation revealed that elements of the 29th Regt
on Dong Ap Bia suffered extreme heavy casualties, One FW estimated that
over 80 percent of his Company was destroyed,



inalosure 3 (Personuel and Administration) to Conbit Operations After Antion
ieport, Operation Apache Snow.

» Upite Strengths:

B,

e.

Initial:

Officers
HHC 3d-Bde 38
let Bn, 506th Inf 37
24 Bn; Bgéth Inf 44
a
3d Bn, 187th Inf 43

Final: ]b}
] Officers
“HHC 34°Bde 36

1st Bn, 506th Inf 31
2d Bn; 506th Inf 40
3d Bn, 187th Inf 28

Casualtiess
Officers
HEC 3d4-Bde 1
1lst Bn, SGéth Inf 113
24 Bn; 506th Inf 8
3d Bn, 187th Inf _?_g__,_
Replacementse ‘1*
Officers
HIC 3d-Bde 2
1st Bn, 506th Inf 3
2& Bn; 506th Inf 1

38 Bn, 187th Inf

There was an aver —g/fifty people on

-ache Snow.

Other Aspeots:

=2

tration remained at a normal level.

b

variod.

Cs

d.

Warrant Officers
14

. ‘,.-':-\HI\JI\)

Wexraht Officers
14

o -

4

_

VWarrant Officers

—.\OOOH

Warrant Officers

QOO0

funy

—

L
797
786

2
277

234
661

778
629

1164
81

118
1ea(na and R&R dur?x%ggeration

AG Punoctions: An additionel administration load was incurred due to the
ameroug casualties and the correspondence required on each one. Other admini-

PMO: The Provost Marshal reports had no increase in crime during this

Pinance: There was no changs in ¥inance functions at the 3d Bde during
-his period.

Chaplain: The brigade ohaplhy c 5§
mits on a regular schedule, no matff h

101d religious gervices.,
>arsonmel of tke 3d Bde in hospitals in the area.

The chaplains also briefe

gﬁ Eat‘t‘ar‘oﬂ}gg@sa,g Asited all
lﬁﬁ 9 1, i order to
&l. Sl :.A::- ale ‘Viﬂi'ted

During this time the ohap=

i&ins alse started a building projesct for a Catholic Orphanage in the loocal

iigtriot

/i

> Sulz



Extract, After Action Reports, Operation Apache Snow — Logistical, Ha,
3d Bde

1. Reference: a. ADMINO 1-69, Hg, 3d Bde, TOtst Abn Div (AM), dtd
28 FEb 69a

bs OPARD 3-69, Ha, 3d Rde, ]01st Abn Div (AM), &M 6. May 8g.
2. Operation Apache Snow was initiated by a Brigade planning confer—
ence: ADMINO 1-69, dtd 28 Feb 69, initiated the logistical support
for the operation.
3. Logistical Task Organization (as of 6 May 1969):
3d FSSE, DISCOM
Elements, A426th Supply and Service Battalion
Co C, 326th Medical Battalion
Co D, 801st Maintenance Battalion
Detachment, 1002d Supply and Serviee Company
POL Platoon
Lauvndry and Bath Platoon
Graves Registration _
Detachment 2, 571st Qrdnance C‘ompany ( Aromo )
178th Maintenance GCampany
287th Explosive Ordnance Detachment
15th Aerial Port (USAF)
Lo OGeneral: Logistical support for this operation consisted of sup-~
port rendered to the 3d Brigade Task Force, to the 1st ARVN Regiment,
and to the 34 ARVN Regiment .
32 Preparation: a. In anticipation of expenditures, a buildup of
Class IV and barrier material was effected at Camp Evans. The stockage
level of all other classes of suppliss at Camp Evans on 6 May 1969
wag sufficient for extended field operations by this Brigade.
b. Levels {Camp Evans)

(1)e Ammunition: a seven day level is maintained in the
Camp Evans ASP by the Da Nang Suppond. Command.

(2). POL: 70,000 gallons &f* &Fh

ool </



(3). Rations: a five day level gf:C+Rations and IRREs».

cs Facilitiest All logistical facilitie3*r&&ulded Lo supford
Brigade-sized operations were in place en 6 May 1969.

6s Tactical Conduct: a. Operation Apache Snow commenced on 7 May
1969, (D~3). The 1st ARVN Regiment, the 11th; 12th, and 34th ARVN
Artiliery Battmries and the 3d Brigade (1/506, 3/187, 2/501, 3/5,
2/319) moved into positions and conducted CAts from D-3 to D+1s

The 34 Brigade forward command post was located at FB Bertches-
garden. The tst ARVN Regiment forward command post was located at
FB Bredley. The 1/506 FSB was locatéd at FB Currahee, the 3/187 F3B
was located at FB Bertchesgarden, and the 2/501 and 2/506 FSB wag’ at. -~
FB Airborne. The forward cammand post of the 3/5 was at FB Blaze,~
and the forward command post of the 2/319 was at FB Eagles Nest.

c. The 3/187 was extracted from the operatiomal area on 21 May
1969.

7« Logistical Support: a. The plan for logistical support entailed
sling-loaded cargo movement by CH=47 hélicopters from Cawp Evans to

fire bases. Upon arrival, cargo was stored or further broken down to
campany loads for resupply to units in the field by UH~1H heliccopters.

b, Cérgo consisting of mail, personnel, and loads which were
deened uneconcmical to move by CH-47 were hauled by UH-1H directly
from Camp Evans to FSBs.or to the unit in the field.

¢. USAF Support: HNo additional munitions or supplies were flown
into Camp Evans Army dirfield in direct support of the operatian.

d. Ground Line of Commnications: 26th GS Group continued support
at a narmal rate via ground transportation.

e. Helicopter Support:

(1)« UH-1H: Assets of the 158th AHB and the 3d Brigade Avia=-
tion Section flew in direct support of committed combat elements.

(2). CH-47: Assets of the 159th ABMB flew 1188 sorties in
suppart of comitted combat elements as follows:

LOCATION CL I CLITI CL IV CLV WATER MISC
FB Airborne 16 16 29 168 52 6

FB Currghee 17 L5 18 230 78 16

FB Bertchesgarden g 14 14 172 81 6

FB Bagles Nest 4 6 19 7 2L 2

FB Bradley L

FB Rakkz san 2 5 2 67 41 13

Tiger Mt : &

TOTAL L7 86 82 654 276 3



1 Medical Support: SevenPyseven dust®eff missions were flown
in support of the operaticn.

g« Maintenance: Maintenance work orderd™Sriud e e@t%su@port ‘of, the’
operation were processed by Co D, 801st Maint Bn and gkl Maind $o

he Graves Registration: The remains of 63 US persannel and 8 ARVN
personnel were processed.

i. Laundry and Bath: Unit standowns were provided to 19 company-
sized units immediately prior to and fallowing Operation Apache Snow.
Service consisted of hot showers, DX of clothing and boots (as needed)
ice cresm issue, and super contact teems.

J+ GLOC Maintenance: NMCB 10 was responsible for OL T mainten-
ance. No significant problems were encountered during the conduct of
the operation.

&. Problem Areas: a. Ammmition: Serious problems were encountered
with ASR items, in particular 81 mm HE, M~79 HE, and M-26 Fragmentztiomm
Crenndess The requirement for H&Y fires and close in support of man-
euver elements in close proximity to the Fire Support Bases far exceed-
ed the ASH for the period ¢overed. The ASR based upon experience factors
of operations on the costal plains is not representative of the recuire-
ments for operations in the A Shau valley and surrounding mountains.

Recommendation: Consideration should be given to operational missions
when ASRs are determined and increased usage should be forecasted when
terrain and security reauirements change

b« Personnel Movements: The turbulence of replacement persannel
and normal administrative personnel requiring transportation forward
created a potential problem, if sortied by UH-1. Logistics resupply time
was not sufficient to resupply units in the field and move personnel
simltanecusly « Maxirmm utilization of CH-47's helped solve this pro-
blems Personnel were looded internally in CB-47's along with the ex-
termal loads to achieve maximum utilization.

Recanmendatian: One central location should be established where per-—
somnel from all organizations of the Brigade would be shuttled to for-
ward areas on CH-47's. This would better utilize resources hy central-
izing the recguirement, increasing CH-47 payloads, and decreasing blade
time of UF-1 ‘50

¢+ Chain Saws: Signifieant problems were gncountered by the high
deadline rate of chain saws when operated by untrained personnel. Parts
for deadlined saws were in short supply. The mzintenance recuirement
to keep chain saws operational is directly correlated to the usage-fac-
tor. A temporary solution was found by establishing a maintenance float

of saws and conducting field location pon r technioues of
operating the chain saw- 5 FF?R@"@” "“’*'” ’?"" P

Recommendation: All combat units be given p a’?‘e:{’cé‘l demcmé
instruction in the operation and maintenance of chain saws.



d« Shortage of Air Ttems: Backhual of aj_gg
was a serious problem. When opening a fire b %%ﬁldw 80 raﬁ’.
idly that units tend to drag their feet derigging sorties®&liyer ed.‘

At times urgently needed supplies are unnecessarily delayed or not 5‘-
livered due to air items not heing available for rigging.

Recommendation: Coameanders at all levels should stress the importancs
of returning air items fram fire bases at the earliest possible mawent.

e, Water: Forward elements constantly in contact and unable to
clear LZ's were operating in areas where water was not available. In
order to supply water to these elements, a container which could be
kicked out of a helicopter without breaking and one which held an ad-
ecuate ammount of water had to be found. The immediste solution was
to use the 175mm powrder cannister. However, serveral draw backs were
found which made this solution less than satisfactory. Water trans—
ported in these containers had a particularly unpleasant taste; many
personnel developed dysentary which was thought to be caused by same
chemical residue in the cannisters and the cannisters had to be left
~in the operational area where they can be salvaged by the enemy.

Recomendation: A light disposable water container, which can be kic-
ked out of helicopters without breaking should be found. Commanders
3t 211 levels should submit recommendations far & possible solution-

GENE H. TOSH
Major, Infantry

S-4



Psychalogical Operations

1, Ceneral: During Operation APACHE SNOW, Psychological Operations
was confined to Aerial Broadcasts from UH-lH helicopters, and mass
leaflet drops in support of the 3d Brigade, 10lst Alrborne Division
(Adrmobile) e

2. Programs: &erial Broadcasts used the main NVA Chieu Hoi theme
interjected with the aspect of unnecessary death in fslse cause, Mags
leaflet drops consisted of an assortment of NVA Chieu Hoi themes: appealing
to sense of survival; referring to stamina of &merican Troops in pursuit

of their goalss 8nd thé fairness of GW forges dealing with RVA Chisu'Heils.

3. Results: The NV4 troops wers attacked with derial Broadcast and mass
leaflet drops. oince vast areas had to be covered in short intervals of
time the propaganda medias were considered best suited to effectiveness
of such an operation, The material was spread over the areas of heaviest
concentration and reached targets with adequate accuracy.

A totul of 5,310,000 NVA Chieu Hoi leaflets were disseminated in the
28 days of the operation. A total of 47 houra of Aerial Broadcasts were
also included in support of the operations.

GONCLUSION ¢

Although no Chieu Hoi's and only a slight rumber of POW's were
taken in the operation, the effectiveness of Psychological Operations
snould not be considered a total loss, 411 POW's stated that all
broadcasts were heard and leaflets were recédved, However, discipline
in the individual unit plus the fear of Political Officerts pressure
in the unit and in home base disrupted the minimal chances of total success.

Qel ¢



Inclosure 6 - to Oombat after Action Report -~ Opertion Apache Snow

SUBJECT: COMMUNLCATIONS EMPLOYMENT DURING CPERATION MAPACHE SKROW".

1. The follo¥ng FM and Ratt radio nets were employed from Brigade to Division
and Subordinate units in support of opsration "Apache Snow" and were effective
during the entire operation,

NETS MODE TYPE EQUIPMENT
Division Command Net FM Secure AN/VRC - L6/KY-8
Division Commard Net FM Nonsecure AN/VRC - 46
Division Intell Net FM Secure AN/PRC -~ 77/KY-38
Division Spt Net 1 Ratt Secure AN/VSC - 2/K W-7
Erigade Commerd Net FM Nonsecure AN/VRC - 46 (see notel)
Bde Commard Ops/Intell FM Secure AN/VRC ~ L46/KY-8
Brigade Admin/log FM Nonsecure AN/VRC - L6/AN/PHC-25

2. VHF communications were employed extensively throughout the entire oper-
ation, and was effective. VHF was employed from the following locations

FROM TO MODE TYPE EQUIPMENT
Berchtesgaden Camp Evans VHF AN/GRC - 163
h FB Currahee VHF AN/GRC - 163
" FB Eagle Nest VHF AN/GRC - 163
" FB Blaze VHP 4N/GRC - 163/AK/MRC-68
n Camp Evans VHF AN/MRC - 69(Seé note 2)
" Camp Bagle VHF AN/MRC ~ 69
Caxmp Evans FB Rakkasan VHF AN/MRC - 68

3. All other means of communications were employed TAW W th the Brigade SOP
experiencing no major difficulty.

NOTES
1. Radio Set 4N/VRC =~ 49 (Automatic Retrans)was located at FBE Eagles Nest
to commnicate with umits operating from the velley floor of the A Shau Valley.

2, Six (6) channels were strapped over at Camp Bagle to Camp Evans.



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 2D BATTALION, 319TH ARTILLERY
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96383

18 June 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operstion Apache Snow

Commanding Officer

3d Brigade, 101st Airmobile Division
LATTN: S3

LPO 96383

1, Mission: Direct support of the 3d Brigade and control of artillery
fires in the 3d Brigade Area of Operations,

2. Concept of Operations:
a. Organization of the artiliery was as follows:

(1) 2/319th Arty DS 3d He

(2; B2/11 Arty GSR 101st Abn Div
(3) ©2/1% Arty GSR 101st Abn Div
(Ag A1/83 Arty GSR 101st Abn Div
(5) C1/83 irty GSR 101st Abn Div
(6) TTth ARA GSR 2/319th Arty

b, Concept of the operation was to previde artillery coverage with
all batteries for all friendly elements as nesded,

3. Execution:

a, This Battalion was 1n DS of the 3d Erigade in the area of operation,
the A Sheu Valley, during the entire operation, Apache Snow, "B! Battery was
the first battery to support Apache Snow when they moved from Camp Evans to
Bertchesgarden on 25 April 1969, On 9 May 1969 At Battery moved from FSB
Blaze to FSB Currahee, ard on § May 1969 "C" Battery moved from FSB Rakkassan
to FSB Airborne, all moved in support of operation Apache Snow., Part of the
Battalion TOC moved to FSB Blaze on 25 April 1969, and the complete TOC moved
to Kagle's Nest on 10 Mgy 1969, On 13 May 1969 nCr Battery 2/319th Artillery
came under mortar and ground attack from the South and Southwest grid 357052
and from the hili to the East, Personnel loses were as follows: L9 WIA's and

13 KIA's and 1 died of wounds later, tring total of KIA's to ly Eqipuamy
loses were as follows: 1 105mm Howitzer destr ol 1 demged, Both weze
replaced the same day, Othar equipment loses Fn#livde:



D/A Hq 2/319 FA 101st Abn Div 18 June 1989
SUB LTR: Combat Opns After Action Report, Apache Snow

(1) Redio Set, Comtrol AN/GRA-39
(2) Radio Set, AN/PRC-47

§3) Radio Set, AN/PRC-25

4) Comtainer, Insulated, Thermal
55) Artenna, RC-292

6) Laancheér, Grenade

(7) Light Set, General Illumination
(8) Computer, MI8

(9) Rifle, M16A1 ea
( ea
( ea
( ea

10) Trailer, % Ton
11) Generator Set 1=5 kw
12) Headset, 144 C/V

) e et e = ON I W
8

Operation Apache Snow ended 2400 hours 8 June 1969, it that time the below
listed units in support of Apache Snow were dispoged as follows:

(1g Hg TOC at Eagle's Nest
(2) 4A2/319 Arty at FSB Currahee
) B2/319 Arty at FSB Bertchesgarden

C2/319 Arty st FSB Airborne
B2/11 Arty at FSB Currahee
C2/94 Arty at FSB Nancy
A£6/33 Arty at FSB Thor
C1/83 Arty at FSB Blaze
AlL/77 ARA st Camp Evans

FKETNIINETN N TN N
O 03 -2 O~ W
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b, Number, type of missions and amminition expenditues for organic
batteries follow:

TYPE OF MISSION NO OF MISSIONS

CS HE WP ILL B FC  SK
Confirmed 528 172 1306 2% 0 0 0 0-
Acquired 1829 0 15974 O 0 0 380 0
Count erbattery 62 0 1116 0 0 o] 0 0
Preparation 112 0 1008 603 0 0 0 0
Interdiction 2116 0 10580 0] 0 0 0 0
Special Purpose 643 0 3858 542 627 0 0 216
IRVN, CIDG 11 0 3408 0 L2 0 0 0
Registerstion 79 0 948 0 0 0 0 0
Other D2 o 1818 0 0 30 0 0

L4, Analysis: The operation was a success from the artillery poimt of view,
The effect of H&I fires as a deterrent cannot be determined since %ﬂ%
are normally unobainable, Enemy rocket ard ground attacks M%@'ﬁ@ dc



D/h Hq 2/319 F& 101st Abn Div 48 dare V969
SUB LTR: Combat Opns After Action Report, Apache Snow

Battery incident, have made it necessgary for the artillery to respond quickly.
This type of respomse has proven to be very effective against such attacks on
Fire Support Bases in the Brigade AO.

FOR THE CQMM/NIER:

9%77/

JOHN M LINCOLN
CPT, Fi
Ad jutant



Tactdezl Air Support (Operation Apache Snow)
l. Mission%

The mission of the 3d Bde, 101 A BRF Tadtiem rAlnm Gdbérof
Party to Operation Apache Snow can be Tivided into 5 phases:

ae Fre=operation reconnaissance, mapping, and intelligence
gathering,

( bs Advising the Brigade concerning the best use of Tactical Airpower
TAC Air).

¢ Planning and coordinating the Tactical Airpower employment
for D"Daya

de OConmtrolling airstrikes in suppoert of the ground elements.
e, Visnal reconnaissance during the operation.

2, Concept of Operation: TAC Air would be usad prior to D-Day to VR
known enemy routes, cut brails and roads in the 4 Shau Valley floor,
and prepare LZ's for future use. After D-Day, constant FAC coverage
would provide immediate coverage for uniis in contact with the ability
to rapidly direct already airborne TAC Air for additional destructive
powar on heavily defended enemy erplacements,

a, The pre-operation reconnaissance program was initiated appraximately
one month prior to D-Day. It consisted primarily of working with
the Brigade S~2 in mapping enemy trails and probable enemy locations,
Another important part of this phase consisted of taking the Brigade
and Battalion Commanders and key staff members on flights over the
area of opeyallon, thus allowing them to become familiar with their
areas before D-Day.

b, The advice of the ALO and FAC's was sought concerning the
rmost probable areas of enemy concentration, the best locations for
LZ's and the best way of using TACG Air in preparing LZ's, covering the
insertions, and supporing troops in contact.

3, Exscution:

STATISTICAL SUMMARY

Date FAC Sorties Bt ks Bombg (@ bg) Napalm(1bs)
10 May 8 29 118,500 29,500
11 6 115,000 21,000
12 L 16 118,500 16,500
13 6 16 85,000 15,000
ki) i 15 103,000 16,000
15 5 13 99,500 14,000

N (4



Tactical Air Support (Operation Apadhe Snow)

Date FAC Sorties Aftrfatrikces Bl (Lhs) Napalm(1bs)
14 3 12 106,000 12,000
17 5 1 115,000 17,500
18 5 12 1,8,000 28,000
19 b 17 123,000 17,000
20 N 16 81,000 245000
21 l 1 92,000 55000
22 3 8 43,000 11,000
23 3 15 61,000 17,4500
2l b 7 964,000 5,000
25 b 13 755000 6;000
27 0 0 0 0
28 l 0. 0 0
29 N 0 0 0
30 3 2 11,000 2,000
31 3 b 36,000 -0
1 Jine 2 3 13,000 6,000
2 L 3 22,000 ©0
3 b 10 58,000 15,000
L 3 5 40,000 0
5 2 8 72,000 -0
6 L 10 76,000 3,000
7 3 7 66,4500 0
29 Days 112 Sorties 287 Airsirikes 1,937,000 285,500

NOTE: These fipures include only those alrstrikes actually controlled
by this TACP, They do not include those controlled by the ARVN TACP

in support of the 4RVN portion of Operation Lpache Snow,

include Arclights or Combat skyspotse.

Nor do they

NOTE: 27, 28, and 29 May were bad weather days, requiring all TAC Air
27 May through 2 June were also
bad weather days, requiring most of the TAC Air to be controlled hy

to be controlled by Combat skyspot.

combat skyspot.

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMIENT
TOTALS FOR APACEE SNOW

Killed by Adr 102
Secondary Explosions 81
Secondary Fires 52
Fortifications #332
Destroyed

Military Structures L7
Destroyed

Crew-Served weapons I

positions Destroyed
Road Cuts 7



Tactical 4Air Support (Operation Apache Snow)

uo Analysis=

ay The Brigade 410 did considerable planming and coordinating
with the Brigade and division staffs, the 101lst Division ALO, the
ARVN A0, and the Direct Air Support Center, This involved planning
the ordnance load, timing, controlling, entry and exit routes and
altitudes, and holding locations and altitudes of 32 airstrikes on
D-Dzy, This planning and coordination resulted in an extremely smooth,
orderly, effective, and accident - free TAC Adr cperation on D-Day,

b. 4n important part of this TAGP!s contribution to the success of
Operation dpache Snow waa the day-to-day controlling of airstrikes in
support of the ground commanders. &irstrikes played an especially
important part in the Battle of Dong 4p Bia, Seldam in $his or any
other conflict has TAC Lir been employed so massively as in the Batile
of Dong 4p Bia,

ce When not busy controlling airstrikes the Forward Air Controllers
conducted extensive visual reconnaissance of the area of operation
and possible routes of ememy resupply or retreat. 4Although the area
1s not conducive to effective visual reconnaissance due to the thick
jungle canopy, an enemy road used for resupply was detected and )
partially interdicted.

5. Lessons Learned

as The absolute necessity of precise, detailed planning and
coordinaiion for large operations llke the prepping of 1Z's and
the aircapping of the insertions of D-Day, The simultaneous prepping
and aircapping of several LZ's in close proximity to each other, in
different 40's, controlled by several FAC!s from different TACP!'s and
using different frogueneies, along with the intense artillery fire
and mltitode of helicopters in the area 21l combined to present
an excellent opportunity for mid-air collisions, short rounds, or
some other disaster. Only by very detailed plannhing and coordination
was this potential disaster turned into a smooth, efficlent demonstratian
of air power.

gﬁﬁi'¢ had good LZts

bs The selection and construction of LZ'B
because the sites selected were on,relﬂtlve v vgl? that was
originally covered by scrie ar al Dhanu LZ sites

were selected after seve “»'“:i@@> de at construcing
LZ's on ¥arst pinnacles orfysZorsdhe rldges covered with triple
canopy jungle, The Daisy Gutter bombs (ID0O lbs with fuse exbensions)
used for LZ construction easily clear out the scrub brush and
elephant grasse. However, it takes meny airstrikes and a great deal
of time to construct an LZ on a jungle-covered mountain top; first;
because the mountain top 1s extremely difficult to hit, and second,
becauge more hits are required to clear out the dense jungle. The



Tactical &ir Support (Operation :ipache Snow)

experiences of this operatlon seem to indicate that in the future

the process of LZ selsction, where TAC Air construction is required,
ghould be more of a comprom.se betwmas&glghﬁtﬂ%@ld,@iﬁeh it
naturally desirable, and the more leveR.grouid, WHEhGis more fipalfical

to constructe '

ce Use of fire power to dislodge the enemy from deeply bunkered,
heavily protected positions, such as were encountered on Dong Ap Bia
Mountain, &lthough the usual ordnance for a troops-in-contact airstrike
(500 pound bombs and napalm) does destroy some fortified positions and
produce many casualties, it is not sufficient to dislodge a determined
enemy from really heavily protected tunkers, It would seem that the
best way Yo accamplish the task would be for the friendly troops to
draw back to safe positions and thoroughly cover the enemy positions
with large (a2t least 1000 pounders) bombs with delayed (at least ,025
second) fuses. The larger the bomb and the more delay, up to 1 second,
the better.

oS-

A

CHRISTO BOWEN, Major, USAF
Air Liaison Officex



BATTLE OF DONG AP BTA - HILL 937 10 =~ 21 May 1969

The battle to defeat the 29th NVA Regiment dug in on the slopes
and summit of Dong Ap Bia Mountain was the most intense and brutal
conflict entered into by the 3d Bde 10lst Abn Div since its arrival
in the Republic of Vietnam in December 1967. “"Hamburger Hil1l" as
Dong &p Bia has come to be called, Was captured in the traditional
Infantry manner, by assault. That this vie . Was, obtgined/wibh #o
few allied casualtiss can be attributed to the tearmwork and near-pexfect
coordination between ARVN & US, as well as US &ir Farce, Artillery,
Aviation and the Infantry, The battle of "Hamturger Hill" is cbaracterized
in the words of the motto of the Third Brigade, "Ready to Move, Ready
to Fight," Airborne/!



HEADQUARTERS 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION
Office of the Commanding Ganeral
APO San Francisco 96383

AVDG-CG 2l; May 1969
FACT SHEET
SUBJECT: Summary of Action and Results

1. The initial assault on Dong Ap Bia, as part of the 10lst Airborne
Division participation in Operation Apache Smow, was made by the 3-187th
Infantry into an LZ 1 kilometer northwest of Dong &p Bia,

2. The movement toward Dong Ap Bla immediately encountered well dug in
enemy who fought hard to prevent penstration of his base area. The enemy
appeared to be well dressed and was well supplied with weapons and
ammunition. He made good use of his concentric rings of fortified
positions and employed RPG and automabic weapons extensively.

3. Between 10 and 16 May 1969, the 3~187th Infantry employed heavy

TAC Air and artdllery firves to reduce the enemy positions and clear

away the jungle undergrowth. They then maneuvered their forces to

apply further pressure on the enemy and cause him to dispose his forces
to additional air strikes and artillery firess From all indications,

the enemy was reinforcing his positions nightly from Laos. By 15 May,
after a week of heavy close-in fighting, the enemy complex on Dong Ap

Bia was well developed and an additiornal Battalion (1~506 Inf) maneuvered
towards HIl1l 937 from the southwest, On 19 May 1969, the 2-50lst
Infantry and the 2-3rd ARVN were deployed into the area to apply pressure
from all sides, On 20 May, after further artillery and tactical air
strikes the battalion's objectives were secured astrike Dong Ap Bia ridge,

i, During the operation two enemy battalions (7th and 8th) of the 29%th
NVA Regiment were identified from captured documents found in the area
and it appears that regimental and other supporting umits (Anti-aircraft,
heavy weapons and engineer) were algo involved. These units had not
been identified in-country gince the fall of 1968 and it appears that
they had just recently returned, presumably to increase enemy military
activity in Hlma Thien Province. Confirmed total body count of 630
enemy killed accounts for about one-half of the total enemy force. In
addition to these confirmed enemy killed, there were substantial eneny
casualties which could not be counted directly, but which significantly
reduce the effectiveness of the Regiment., A PW stated that only 20%

of the two camparies with which he was familiar survived .'

In addition to enemy casvalties, a major ek netitha i)
significant quantities of enemy supplies we gq:reds inc)
weapons, B2, Ly da i B

gufq Tak A



AVDG=CG
SUBJECT: Summary of Action and Besulis

5\ The effectiveness with which fire power and maneuver were combined
is shown by the 10 to 1 ensmy to friendly kill ratio that was achieved
despite the rugged terrain, dense vegetation and the enemy's use of
prepared positions. B-52 strikes and tactical air strikes were placed
on bases and infiltration routes to inflict further casuslties on enemy
forces attempting to reinforce or escape from the Dong Ap Bia area.

6. 4s a result of his losses, it is estimated that two enemy battalions
involved in this operation are no longer combat effective and that the
ability of the newly arrived 29th NVA Regiment to conduct offensive
operations in the immediate future has been severely limited, Thus, a
najor threat to Thua Thien Provinee has been removed.



HEADQUARTER8 1015T AIRDORNE DIVISION
0ffice of the Commanding Geperal
APO San Francizes 96383

AVDG-CG
FACT SHEET

SUBJECT: Description of Operation vic Dong Ap Bia

1. () BACKGROUND

a.. XXIV Corps Operation APACHE SNOW was directed at enemy forces,
bases and lines of communications in and adjacent to the Northern 4
Shau Valley, 4s part of this operation, the 10lst Airborne Division
in coordination and cooperation with the lst ARVN Division conducted a
multi-battalion combat assavlt into LZ's adjacent to the Laotian border on
10-11 May 1969, Four fire bases were eiter constructed or expanded to
support the operation.

be By the evening of 9 May the Division was in a posmre to launch
an airmobile assault the next day. Ten artillery batteries(-) and necessary
troops were positiohed at FB's Bradley (ID27312r§ 4irborne (YD355071),
Currahee (YC398949), Bercgtesgaden (YD424011), and Cannon (YDL74028).
Units participating in the combat assault had marshalled their forces
in the vicinity of FB Blaze (¥D536020). 4t 0730 hours, 10 May the 1Olst
Airborne Division and the 1lst ARVN Division commenced a four battalion
combat assault into selected LZ's utilizing 65 UHIH helicopters. The
combat assanlt onto each LZ was preceded by a seventy mimte TAC air
and artillery preparation with final suppressive fires provided by air
cav ganships and ARA. Similtansously two ARVN battalions which had been
prepositioned on 9 May conducted reconnaissance in force operations north
and south of the general area selected for the combat assault. At 1230
hours ong ARVN company combat assaulted anto FB ‘I\trnage (ID2520%0)
followed by & 105 artillery battery in order to be in position to support
the combat asseult of the 3/lst ARVN Battalion an the 1lth. ALY l12ts
wers green and Light resistance waa encountered the first day. The-
combat assault was a success ~ the element of surprise had been
achieved and not & single aircraft was destroyed by enemy ground fire
during the assgaulit phase.

ce 43 part of the overall operation, the area in the viecinity of
Dong &p Bia - Hill 937 (¥0328982) was selected 25 one of the arsas to
be searched following the initial combat assault, Intelligences
gathered throughout April and early May 1969 md:.cated enemy possible
enemy presence in thizs area throughout 4pril andgee r 19695 and
SLAR readings indicated a pattern of west to easf b in: !the area
throughout Aprdl 1969. A&dditionally, VRfs in lagd) Mar@i % Qﬁk
revealed signs of trail activity in the vicinity of Hil Irigly,

1 B3




AVDG=CG
SUBJECT: Description of Operstion vic Dong &p, Bia

the 3+187th Infantry combat assaulted into an LZ approximately one
Kilameter northwest of Hill 937 with the intention of moving southedst
from the border area towards the hill, The 1-~506th Infantry landed
approximately four “iometers southwest of Hill 937 and initially
conducted RIF operations southwest of the hill,

ds The Dong 4p Bia complex 4is a prominent line of ridges rumming
southwest~northeast overlooking an eastewest valley approach to A Luoil
and the northexrn 4 Shau Valley. Additionally this ridge sits astride
a major trail network that supports the infiltration of enemy supplies
and persomnel into RVN. The most prominent featurs of the Ap Bia ridge
is the saddle between hill 916 on the sonthwest end and hill 937 on the
northeast, 7The area is covered with multi-cznopy jungle and thick
undergrowth, and movement over the steep slopes was extremely difficult.
Except for frequent afternnon thundershowers, the weather was clear
and suitable for supporting air operations,

2, (C) NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF ACTION AROUND AP BI4 - HILL 937
(10=2l May 69),

The 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division initiated Operation APACHE SNOW
in coordination and cooperation with the lst 34 Regimenta of the 1lst
4RWN Division to block enemy escapte into LAOS along Route 922 and to
interdict Route 548; and to conduct RIF operations in zone to destroy
enemy forces and caches, IThis narrative is concerned with a small
segment of that operation But one that was to prove to be the most
significant -= attack of the Dong 4p Bia Ridge, (Sketches depicting
this action are appended at the end of the following narrative).

a, On 1008)4H May 1969, the 3-187th Infantry cambat assaulted
into an L2 in the vicinity of YC31L,988 just west of Dong Ap Bia,.
D/3<187 inmediately made contact with an unknown sige enemy force.
ipproximately two hours later while moving from the LZ, B/3-187 made
contact, returned fire and killsd two NVA, Initial impressions were
that the NVA were probably trail watchers, but after sustaiming three
wounded the battalion concluded that the firing was tos well controlled
ané that stiffer resistance might be encountered. (The following
morning 2 more bodies were found in the underbrush,)

bs On 11 May, the 3-187th placed artilleyy and TAC air on a large
bunker complex located astride their axis of advance. RIF operations
followed the strikes as the 3-187th moved to the southeast toward Hild
937, While searching the hut and bunker complex, the 3-187th found
S NVA bodies dlled by the artillery/Ti4C air preparation. 4 sighificant
discovery in the area was a group of documents identifying the unit as
the 29th NVA Regiment, The documents dhowed that the 29th NVA Regiment
had returned from North Vietnam in april and had been conducting
reconnaissance operations bstween BA 611 in Lacs and Route S48 in the
4 Shau Valley.



AVDG=CG
SUBJECT: Description of Operation vic Dong Ap Bis

ce On 12 May the 3-187th contimied their push along the rough,
canopied ridges, By 0905H they made heavy contact with a well disciplined
force estimated at two campanies dug in about 200 meters to their front.
They maneuvered ageinst the force and killed 3 NVA. The battalion
called in ARA and artillery fire in order to dislodge the enemy from his
fortified pcsition., The enemy held fast, however, and throughout the day
the 3-~L87th received heavy automatic weapons and RPG fire and limited
mortar fire, Heavy TAC air and artillery fires were placed on the enemy
positionsa

d, The situation remained unchanged on 13 May as the enemy stayed in
bunkers and employed small arms, RPG, automatic weapons and mortars
against maneuvering elememts of the 187th. The 3-187th returned fire
and amployed additional artillery and tactical. air.

ee On the morning of the 14th B, C, and D compardes of the 3-187th
once again began the slow and deliberate maneuver under artillery, TAC air
and gunship support, Under this heavy attack the enemy fell back.
Contact terminated about 1700 and the 187th swept the bunker arsa ta
find 13 NVA killed in action by artillery, 47 NVA killed by small arms
fire and 29 killed by air strikes.

£f. The 187th continuned its drivé along the ridges to Hill 937 on
the morning of 15 May. A4s the line companies meneuvered toward their
objective they discovered 1l NVA bodies from the previous day's contacte
By 1500H they were in heavy contact and realized the force was more than
a normal NVA battalion size element., Rates of fire were extremely heavy
and the enemy troops skillfully employed command detonated claymores
in large quantities. Enemy reinforcements were being brought into the
contact zone, the new troops had fresh haircuts, clean unifopms, and
new wezpons, JIhe enemy was deployed in concentric rows of bunkers
which afforded maximum utilization of the terrain available. The intense
bunker to bunker fighting left 62 more NVA dead amd the 1-506 Infantry
was directed to move north to reinforce the 3~167th in order to take Hill
937.

ge &bt 16011CH May C/3-187th Infantry began receiving grenades,
satchel charges, and small armms fire on their position, Spooky (Air Force
C47 flare ship with mini-guns) was employed from 0200-~0600 reswlting in
three. secondary explosions. 4 first light check revealed 1 NVA killed,
The 1-506th was maneuvering north to effect its link-up with the 187th
when it received heavy fire from Hill 916 (IT3196). The 1-506th
contimied their movement toward the 187th with the support of air strikes.

h. On 17 May, the 187th occupied an overwatch position and
directed CS gas striles, The 1=506th contimued to maneuver to reinforce
the 187th. #lthough the enemy had gas masks, the CS attacks were effective
and caused him to leave some of his bunkers,



AVDG~CA~E _
SUBJECT: Description of Operation vic Dong Ap Bia

i, By 180715H May B/1-506th Inf began cloB®Hg of the s6utdiorn kase
of Aill 937. 4 and C/L-506th Inf closed in onﬁg%ei <k, A% 133§
the 3~187th Inf having been under contimous f£EB%p%&sk EH°pHSTEIBHS IW
of Hill 937, artillery, TAC air, AR4 and ganships then proceeded to
ound the hill., A4/2-506th Inf was alerted and deployed to FB Blaze
YC5302) to be available if required,

jo On the morning of 19 May, with the L~506th Inf.or the south and
the 3-187th Inf on the north, the enemy positiops~were subjected to
contimous artillery and TAC eir fires, The Z-50lst Inf and the 2/3d
ARVN were alerted te prepare to assist in the final sweep of the eneny' 8
fortified positions surrounding the entire ridge line. By late afiterncon
an additional 175 enemy bodies had been accounted for.

k, Late in the morming of 20 Mey, 4 battalions executed a coordinated
assault on Hill 937. The 3-187th Inf, with 4/2-506th Inf attached,
asstulted the hill from the north; the 1-506th Inf from the south and
southwest; the 2/3d ARVN from the southeast; and the 2-5C1lst Inf from
the northeast, The 3=187th swept up the hill from the north, while
the 1-506th and the 2-501st blocked possible routes of escap2. The
2/3d LRVN moved omto Hill 937 from the south, By 1200 hours battalion
objectives on the Dong Ap Bia Ridge were taken. The determined enemy
registance disintegrated as friendly forces overran enemy positions
resulting in a total body count for 20 May 109,

1. On 21 May 1969 allied forces swept over the hill to chsck the
enemy base arsa in detail, After ten days of hard fighting the 3-187th
Infantry had earned a well deserved rest and returned to the coastal
plains, The 1-506th Inf secured the 2bandoned enemy positions while the
2<501st Inf conducted RIF operations to the west, The 2/3d 4ARVN conducted
RIF operations to the east. Friendly reconnaissance of the area encountered
only isolated and sporadic resistance, Aa additional 59 enemy killed
were discovered and 89 weapons were captured,

ms Ihe Dong &p Bia operation cost the cnemy a total of 630 NVA XIA,
In addition to these confirmed casualties, a FW captured during the
operation indicated that 80% of the units in his area were casnalties,
On 22 May the 2-501st Inf and the 2/3d ARVN continmued search operations
in the vicinity of Hill 937, accounting for 77 NVA killed and 3 crew
served Weapons captured, The search operation contimued on the 23d of
May with the 1=506th Inf finding 10 more NVA bodies and the 2-501st:Int’
finding 3 bodies. On 24 May the 1-506th Inf discovered 51 indiyidual
weapons and the 2-501st Inf found 1 NVA KIA.
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HEADQARTERS 101ST ATRBORNE DIVISION
Office of the Commanding General
APO San Francisco 96383
AVDG-CG 2L, May 1969
FACT SHEET
SUBJEGT: Enemy ILogses~ Dong 4Ap Bia

DATE  3-187 I1-506 2-501 2-3 ARVN 2217 Cay TAC AIR TOTAL

10 May 2 -1 3

11 May 5 5

12 May 3 3

13 May 0

1l May Tl 2 29 105
15 May 62 62
16 May 1 1 15
17 May 2 1 - 2 5
18 May 11k 11 | 125
19 May 1 28 2 1 2
20 May 78 13 é 12 109
21 May u6 29 75
22 May 54 16 L 3 11
23 May 10 3 13
2), Hay 1 1
WAL 355 6h b 51 9 47 630

US TOTALS - 579
ARVN TOT4LLS - 51
TOTAL = 630

PW - 2 NVA

’[/aﬁr C~f



HEADQUARTERS 1015T AIRBORNE DIVISION
Office of the Commanding Genreral
APO San Francisco 956383
AVDG=CG 2} May 1969
FACT SHERT

SUBJECT: Weapons Captured - Dong ip Bia

3187 1-506 2-501 2-3 ARVN  2.17 Cav = TOTAL

I ¢ r ¢ 1 ¢ 1 ¢ 1 ¢ L ¢
10May 2 0 0 0 0 © O o o o 2 0
1My 3 1 0 0 O0 0 O 0 O 0o 3 1
12May 0O 0 0 0 O O O 0 o© 0 0 O
13May 0 0 0O 0O O 0 O 0 0 0 0 O
ihMay 0 0 0 0O O 0O O 0 © 0 o0 O
15May O 0 0 0.0 O O 0 o0 0O 0 ©
1%6My 0 0 1 0 0 0 O 0o 0 o T 0
1?7May 0 0 1 O O O O 0 0 0 1 O
18May 0O 0 0O O O O O 0O © 0o o O
19May 0O O 5 4 ©0 0 © D 0 o} 5 h
20May 0 0 0 O 1 0 3 0 o0 0o 4 o
A May 7 1L 61 15 3 0 2 1 0 0 73 17
22May 0 0 O 1 0 0 © 0o 0 2 o 3
23May 0 O 0 0 0 O 0 o© 0 12 0
2hMay 0 0 51 00 0 & 0 0 o 5B §
TOML 12 2 131 ™4 0 K B D F ¥ T

I - Individuol Weapons
€ « Crew Served Weapons

US: 84 & 2, and ARWN: 5& 1

Tar C-2



AVDG-0C
SUBJECT: Ordnance Employed - Dong Ap Bia

ARTILLERY
Number Rounds Fired

HE w HC csS ZOTAL

——— — — ey

105mm 10,634 517 69 254 11,47k

155mm 3,919 9y 17 0 1,030
gt 83y 0 0 0 834
175w 253 0 0 o 253
2,75 RKT 2622 0 0 0 2622

Total 18,262 611 86 25 19,213

HE WP HC &S TOTAL
105 éée,zée 17,475 2,282 8,362 381,901
155mmn 372,470 8,854 1,605 o 382,929
gn 166,800 0 0 0 166,800
175cm 37,488 0 0 0 37,488
24 T5RKT 53;866 0 0 0 53,866

Total 986,886 26,829 3,887 8,382  1,025,98) (513 Tons)



AVDG=GC
SUBJECT: Ordnance Delivered ~ Dong ap Bia

ARTILLFRY UWITS SUPPORTING DONG AP BIA

A/2-319 Lrty (105)

B/2=319 Arty (105)

C/2-319 Arty (105)

B/2-21 Arty (155)

C/2-11 Arty (155)

4/12 Arty (4RVN) (105)

4/1-83 hrty (8")

C/-83 hrby (175)

4/77th Arty (4RA)



HEADQUARTERS 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION
Office of the Commanding General
APO San Francisco 96383

AVDG-LG

FACT SHEET
SUBJECT: Dong Ap Bia

The following is a breakdown of the casualties inflicted on the Infantry
elements of the Division during Operation Apache Snow (10 May 69 - 2
May 69) in securing Dong Ap Bia, These figures do not include the
casualties sustained at Firebase 4lrborns.

1, Daily Figures

_ WIA
DATE UNIT K14 EVAC RID MIAx
10 May 3.287 0 L 0 0
11 May 3-187 5 25 17 o
12 May 3-187 0 1 h] 0
13 May 3~187 3 6L 8 0
1 May 3-187 8 16 ) 1
15 May 3~187 é L1 16 0
16 Hay = 3-187 1 0 0 0
A - i <
17 May 1=506 ) 8 0 0
18 May 3-187 12 55 1 1
o, 0% % % - <
19 May 1=506 3 18 1l 0
20 May 3-187 0 Lo 1 0
%6 1 & 0 2
TOTAL 2 ‘%“ 1 —%

1edy (-4



AVDG~CG

SUBJECT: Dong 4p Bia WA
RATE UNIT, KTA EVAC ¥, MIL*
21 May 3.187 1 o 0 0
1-506 1 é Q o]
TOTLL 2 0 0
22 May 2501 0 1 0 0
23 May 1-506 0 7 1 0
2=501 % 2 4] o]
TOT:L 1 16 1 0
TOTALS 56 367 420 53 7
2, Unit Figures
WIA
KIA EVAC RID MTAs
a, 3-187 36 255 50 2
be l=506 18 91 3 5
Ce 2=506 2 11 0 0
de 2=501 0 0
TOTALS '54;:" 3%? 53 7

%# Parsonmnel still carried in a MIA status are:

ﬁ )]i—Sph Michael A. Huntley, 0556730012, C/3-187 - reported MIA on

ays

#3#2-5p)y Jerry Lovell, US53909978, D/3-~187 ~ reported as MIA on 18 May,
3<Spl; Charles Cutlike, US54980037, B/L=506 - reported as MLi on 18 Hay.
L%t Joe Po Conkle, 05352137, B/l=506-reported as MIA on 18 May.

#%5.Sply Charles Pearce, US54822261, B/J.-Sg?-)repor’oed as MIA on 20 May.

#x6=Pfc William W. Smith, US56433088, C/L-S06-reported as MIA on 20 May,

##7-Pfc Robert E. Goodner, US56433418, C/L-506=reported as MIA on 20 May,

*#Indicates those persomnel whose assumed remains have been recovered.
The remains were flown to DaNang 23 and 24 May 69 for positive
idontification, Final ID is still pending.



HEADQUARTERS 101ST AIRB
Office of the Command3

AVDG~LCG

SUBJECT: AP Account of Hill 937 Battle (Published in Washington Newspa ‘
by Jay Scharbubt)

A battle for a mountain along the mgzed Laotian frontier stretched into
its ninth day Sunday with the United Stabes command claiming 325 North
Vietnamese killeds

U«S. Llosses were put at 37 kdlled and 209 wounded.

Heavy artillery barrages pounded the 3000 ft. high Dong &p Bia mountain
overlooking the 4 Shau Valley, after Amexican paratroopers were beaten
back with 12 men killed and 79 woundad Sunday in a tense attempt to seize
the North Vietnamese fortress.

The US command reported that 125 North Vietnamese soldiers were

killed in the 1l hour fight Sunday, but AP correspondent Jay Scharbutt
reporting from the mountain said most of the commnist losses were
estimates by U.3. alr observers after messive napalm, bomb and artillery
strikes,

The mountain top has been blasted almost bare by artillery, bombs,
nzpalm and rockets, but at last report an estimated 80O North Vietnamese
soldiers were s5till holding out in deep bunkers.

The 3rd Bn, 287th Inf., of the 101st Abn Div, has made it to the top

of the mountain three times, but has been driven off each time by a
shattering stream of North Vietnamese rocket propelled grenades and machine
gun fire.

SPl Anthony Toll, 20, who has been in nine of the assaults, said, "After
all these air and artillery strikes, those gooks (North Vietnamese) are
still in there fighting. A&l11 of vs are wondering whgit y {the Americans)
just can!'t pull back and B=52 (bomb) the hill.. T!Veldsf a lot of
gys-cen faks "Lt mchl;znd

3 B

But one Intelligence Offiley waid, -.A’Lgo‘g,'@aﬁh%e&@ooks aren't stupid,
They know exactly how mucHielalelge” &°B252 strike doss, how deep the bombs
blow, Ihey build their bunkers to withstand that. i’hat's what they've
done out theree"

buddies wp there. Not ma%

LTC Weldon Honsycutt, 38, commander of the 3rd Bn, when asked why
paratroopers wanted to take the hill replied, "Well, for one thing,
it overlooks a good deal of the A Shau Valley. For another, you pull

T D-I



AVDG-Ch
SUBJEGT: AP Account of Hill 937 Battle (Published in Washington
Newspaper by Jay Scharbutt)

back and Charlie (the North Vistnamesdffi#
right down and hit you," 2.
f

<17 o
=
I o o X 5y L _"Aj‘ %
The mountain top fortress is believed to house a NortH qu@fgﬁé 5

regimental Headquarters and supply depot.

Col Joseph Commy, commander of the 3rd Bde of the 10lst Abn Div
said, "If they are not protecting something they!re Jjust trying to
inflict maximum American casualties."

He sald the mountain isn't worth much from a strategic stend point, Wut
added, "We fon't really go out for a plece of terrain. We go out to clobber
himg.othat!s what wetve done.”

Another version of essentially the same story tat which was filed by
Shartuwit from the scene, said in part:

"Paratroopers came down from the mountain, their shivts dark green
with sweat, theix wespons gone, their bandages stained brown and red
from mid and blood, Many cursed their hard nosed Battalion commander,
LTC Honeycutt, who sent three companies Sunday to take the 3,000 ft
mountain just over a mile east of Laos and overlooking shell pocketed
A Shau Valley, They failed and suffered, "That dapn black jack won't
stop until he kills every one of us” said one of the 40~-50 Abn Div
troopers wounded. HOneycuttﬁ 38, of Columbus, Ga,, had been given

an order: take the mountain.



HEADQUARTERS 101ST ATIRBORNE .RIVISION
Office of the Command er@ral
APD San Francisco |

AVDG=CG 2}y May 1969
SUBJECT: Wews Release, VIETNAMZAIS (Filed by Les Santorefitd.

Camp Eagle, South chtnam[, Mzy 22, Renter--The U.3. General wh
controveraial assault on Hamburger Hill% was criticised by Senator
Edward Kemnedy said today it would be a "useless dialogue to pit his
views" against the senator!s.

The senator had described the repeated American onslaughts against

the remote northern peak two miles from the Laotian border as "senseless
»-and irresponsible,” The North Vietnamese defense caved in two days ago
after holding out for a week,.

Gen. Melvin Zals said: "I fight the war here to the best of my ability
as Division Gommander, he performs as a senator to the best of his
ability there in Washingtom., I don't know what he's thinking nor

what information he was provided," -

"T know for sure he wasn't here and I think we!d jut be engaging in
useless dialogue to pit my views against his," he told newsmen,

Gen. Zais spoke %o a press conference at this sprawling base camp
about 35 miles east of the rugged mountain whose capture cost the
lives of L8 Americans and mearly 600 North Vistnamese,

The Generaly, who cormands the 10lst Airborne Division which took
the peak, was pressed as to the tactical significance of the hill,
Dong 4p Bia, which overlooks mountainous passes Linking Laos to
populated centres in Thua Thien Provice,

"The only significance of the hill was the fact that your North Vietnamese
(were} on 1t ,se the hill itself had no tactical significance," said
the General.

"My mission was to conduct operations in the Northexrn 4 Shau Valley, ‘

to destroy the enamy forces and installations in the area of operations,®
said the General, from Fall Biver, Mass,

"We found the enemy on Hill 937 and that!
was my decision and the decision was to

ere we fought him,..that
7 4 ﬁtge enem on the hill,"

"If we find him on any other hill in the 2 Vanéy “in Vietnan,
I can assure you I'11l attack him,” he added. oy ” ...r

Tdr D-%



AVDG-CG
SUBJECT: News Release, VIETMAM-ZATS (Filed by les Santorelli)

seize the 3,000=fect peak, Gen, Zais said: "I don't know how meny
wars we have to go through to econvince people that bombing alone can
never do the trick."

He added the job could not have been done with big B-52 bombers. "They
were dug in too deep, they were protected,” he said.

On the controversy that the attack had triggered in Saigon and Washington,
the General said: "These people are acting like this was a catastrophe
for the U.S. troops. This was a tremepndous, gallant victory."



DEP/RTMENT OF THE ,RMY
Headquarters, 3d Bn 187th Abn Infantry
APO San Francisco, 96383

AVDG—CD--CO 20 June 1969

SUBJECT: Combat after Acticn Report, Operotion APACHE SNOW,
Pericd 9 May thru 21 May 1969,

TO: Corrianding General
1018t Airborne Division
ATTN: 4CofS, G3
APO San Francisco, 96383

THRU: Commanding Officer
3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division

ATTN: 83
APO San Francisco, 96383

1, NAME OF OPERATION: APiCHE SNOW/Reconnaissance In Force,

2, DATES OF OPERATION: 100730 = 211525 May 1969,

3. LOCATION: Vieinity YC320982, Nam Hoa District, Thua Thien Province
1 CTZ: Republic of Viet Nan, Map Series L7015; Map Sheet 6441 IV;
Scale 1:50,000,

4, Headquarters 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne Infentry, APO San Francisco,
Calif, 96383,

5. REPORTING OFFICER: LTC Weldon F, Honeycutt

6. TASK ORGANIZATION: 3d Battalion, 187th Airbornc Infantry

AQ(~) 3/187 B/3/1%7 (Initially 3d BDE RES)
Arty LNO
Engineer Squad(-)(B, 326th Eng) C/3/187
81 Mortar Section Enginesr Section
1 PIO Rep
4/3/187 =
Enginecr Section & Df3/187
1 PIO Rep ) j’ /-Engineer Section
| O | A bmpya
k721506, 07g0N (18-21, May ™ Iy
7. SUPPORTING FORCES - ANNEX A ‘b IE ._d,f

g€, INTELLIGENCE -~ ANNEX B

JoL o



9, MISSION: 34 Battalirn 3/187, Airborne Infantry cofibat assaults,at H-Hour
D-Tay (10 May) into LZ 2, coordinmate YC314589, v101n1%y¢b£!the Tag™ion
border to destroy NVA/‘VC forces, interdict enermy LOC, and™ tdl #ocdtd end
destroy his forces within the assigned AO,

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: 3d Battalicn, 187th Airborne Infantry corbat
assaults into LZ 2 with D, 4, and C Comparies in that order. After
seurin  the LZ, D Company RIF's to the SE to secwre the high ground
vic nity coordinate YC320989., A Company RIF's to the NW and secures the
hirgh ground vicinity coordinate Y03089%4, C Company RIF's to the SW

vicinity coordinatc YC315985, D Cempany, initially Briga e Reserve; on order,
Combat Assault into LZ 2, RIF SH and 1link up with Dattalion Headquarters.
After securing and search_nr out the border area, 3/187 RIF's to vicinity,
Dong ap Tda, Hill 937, (YC328981) and searches that ridre complex to the SW,
virinity coordinate Y031597O the south viecinity coordinate YC326973;. and SE

v'ciultyr cocrdinate Y0337976. From this key terrain, condict RIF's throughout
tno assigned AQ, generally NE to the A-Shau Valley vicinity of A Luoi
(3:7385003).

11. EXECUTION: ANNEX C (EXECUTION)
12. RESULTS:

a. ENEMY LOSSES

(1) Personnel Losses by Day. (KIA by 3/187th small arms only).

10 May 2 16 May 14
11 May 7 17 May 2
12 May 3 18 May 114
13 May 5 19 May 2
14 May 60 20 May 78
15 May 76 21 May O
KIA 357
KBa 102
TOTAL 459
KBA = j02#%
Pdlg - 2

IWC - 12 i l ,"L .
GSWC = 2 K o :
Friendly to eneriy kklled ratio 1 g A

Lody tc wpns captured ratio 1:3 ‘Q& Jf_i '.: W

P Vet e o oo
LoV W
S e e N N N

#*Thirteen bedies found 21 May were credited to acﬁionf n
five bodices to zction on 13 May,

#¥Killed by Air Strikes flown in support of 3/187 only.



(8) YMunher of proplanned 2irstrikes rcovested 30

(9) Number of airstrikcs flcwn 65
(10) Numbcr of yremlamnad skyspots requestad 31
(11) Number of skyspots flown 14
(12) Number of drclipghts recucsted 5
(13) Wumber of Arclights flown 0

b, US LOSSES

(1) Personnel Losses by day,

DATE KEA WHA KBFF* WRFF* EVAC NONEVAC
10 May 0 3 0 1 4 0
19 May 3 9 1 35 32 12
12 Moy 1 2 0 0 2 0
13 thy 4 33 0 0 25 8
1/, My 9 7 - 0 3 62 12
15 Mhy 1 45 2 20 52 13
16 My 0 0 0 0 0 0
17 Yoy 0 0 0 0 0 0
18 My 13 60 1 4 63 1
19 Moy 0 1 0 C 0 0
20 My 1 43 0 0 43 ¢
21 My _0 0 _0 -9 90 _2
32 266 4 63 283 4

#Fricndly PFre (ARA)

TCRAL

WIA 320% ,
WIa EVAC 283 . 30
WA RETURNED to DUTY 85 « ' 3%
KA E

(2) EQUIPHMENT DArAGED:

14 An/PRC 25 Radics
1 O0un Recoilless Rifls
5 Starlight Scopes

¥ This figure includes 211 wounds reccived regardless of severity,
Sorme personnel vere wcunded two or rore times and are included each
time in the total, somseanuently the total nunber of actual persons
wcunded is less then the stated figures,

13, ADMINISTRATIVE M« TTERS:

0. Suprly: The logistical suryort was provided by 2 Battalion Forward
Support Point locatod at FB Borchtesgaden, utilizing Uli-1D aireraft to
shuttle requested items to tho fielqd ulorlentqvh ﬂ by the Battalion S-4 in
ccnjunction with the FSSE locnted at Camp E ﬁ’c:r.ln,‘zing CH-47 aircraft,
Bulk itens of supply sach as c¢lass I, III, @ ; andwater werc flown from
Canp Evans to F3 Berchtesgadsn by CH-[/7 tc I n-z_a thiee’ day-basic load,
siltheugh this three doy basic loag was essential 15 ‘5-:\’:151.1.}'6' that ‘the field olemen..

#

(vl
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were provided wlth required quantﬁties of the basie classes of supvly, it
was not alwwys, in fact, present at.thz forwaed resupply point.

Due to numerous "Gombat Emergencf? gbrtles required by the artillery units
in support of the operation, a backligg’ of sorties for this unit Qeveloyed
and thia, combined with dwindling supplies on hand at Tire Bage Berchtes-
gaden, reguired that this vnit declare certain-sorties as ”CCmbﬂt Energency™,

~
"s

Property accountability throughout the operatlon was dlﬂﬁlcﬁlﬁ ‘dus to the
intensive fighting and the number of casualties. In the to prevent
different companies' equipment becoming mixed up, companies will utilize
their supply clorks in the field, as coordinators.-between the companies

gand Battalion S4 who normelly recelves backhauled equipment. Each unit
will utilize 2 company roster indicating sach individval's type of weapon,
1ts serial nimber, as will as a separate “line number" for the individunl,
In addition to greatly spceding up casunlty reporting, thisg lins number
could be afixed to the individuecl's weapon and rucksack, which would greatly
simplify ideptifying evacuated equipment,

b, Maintenance: Just prior to operatlon Apache Snow, a1l four rifle
companies participeted in a co. 2y 7 stind dewn during which FSSE centact
tomrs wire vadé ~veilable,

¢. Treatment, Evacuation and Hospitalization of wounded:

(1) Treatment of casualties was 2ccompiished quickly ond skille
fully by members of the medical platoon, including replacements who hod
no previous combat experlence. Emphasis on control of hemorrhage, using
mechanical means and large cmounts of 1.V, fluids, in particular serum
albumin, kept shock casuelties fo 2 minimum,

(2) Bvacuation of the wounded from the forward odge of the battls
erea to the Bat*alion Headquarters LZ wes accomplished by light obaervation
hiliecopter, An evacuvation triad system was sst up whareby pctients were
clagsified as: critical, moderately serious, 2nd fair cordition. The claas-
ificetion was based upon the fellowing criteria: amount of blood loss, state
of shock, degreec of traume, tyve of wound, and time elopsed between initial
troume and primary ermergency treatment by medical personnel, From the field,
matlents wer. tronsported by logistical support aireraft, light observation
helicopter, ocnd MEDEVAC helicopter to the 18th Surgical Hospital, 224 Surgical
Hospital, and C Company, 326 Medical Battalion (FB Bleze). TPurther evacuation
wa.s occomplished by these facilitics, upon the Individval judgement of the
medical officer in regard to each wpecific case,

d. Transportation: The Battalion resupply helicopler was intended to
ferry suprlies from the forward sapply point to our fisld elements. As
this aircraft was the sole moans of resupnly for our clements engoged. in
heavy contact, it pleyed an essential role in dhe overall combat effectiveness
of this uwnit, In sercrsl instonces, this utﬂiity airer:ft hod to be diverted
fron its primary function to perforn tesks w h shiould have been but wers
not, completed by other aircraft, For eyxam _$
(1) RBvacuation of casualties to beth FB Berchtesgadsn and. Camp |
Evans, and Phu Bai, due to only ono of two MEDEVAC airecreft nvuliablejff¥é1;
<

] (4)



(2) Deplocvment of rudly needec replacements for tactical elements;
a. LBy &8 24 in ‘ne aay, due to lack of a reraft which had been requestec
but 1id not arrive,

(3) Resupply of small .rms aummuniticn from Camp Evans directly to
fi-1d elements, which h-~d beceme critical due to back log of unflown CH-47
s~rties. This necessary, althcugh improper use of the Battalion LOG-bird,
1csulted in either field elements not receiving requested items or extension
of airereft flying time and in some cases both appiy.

e, Crur.ication: There was nothing out of the ordinary rez rding
ommunications during this overation,

f. Strengths and other Rertinent S1 problems:

(1) Timely submission of casuallty reports was the bipgest problem
encount red. Because of the distance frem the basc camp to the area of
or -raticn, the only means of comrmnication wag with a relay station. When
irdividuals were evacuated it could not be determined to which hospital they
weob,

(2) To establish a more effective renorting system, a respresentaiive
vaz stationed with the CP to record and consolidate pertinent casualiy
inforraticn, Another representative vas sen to Thu Bal to check the 85th
and 12d and report on members of the command admitted,

14. Specicl Equipment and Techiniques:
a., Buployment of Spooky (C 47 w/mini guns)

(*) Item: Spooky is primarily used to provide flare and suppresive
fire support to friendly perimeters.,

(2) Discussion: The ship uses parachute flares to illuminate the
barger area, Often, though, the flare is unsatifactory due to wind, heze or
" astrictions imposed by the situation,

(3) Solution: When this occured, 8imm mortar illumiration rounds,
+imsa for near surface ignition, proved to be a quicker and more reliable way
%o cris-t Spooky than his own flares,

b, Use of Flak Jackets.

(1% TItem: Flak jackete are used most often to protect soldierson
«t. tic posts,

(2) Discussion: During the battleffor Hill 937, many of the US
casraliics were caused b RPG shrapnel. Many of the wounds, though not
serious, were enocugh to require evacuation, This depleted the fighting

strongth.

ila 12cee or HiY1 937, flak jackéts wetre issued to the attack roops.

By we.ring them casuelties were reduced considerably. Flak ts are parte
iculsr.y desirable when in a sityation such as this, tg daps NEve only o short
districe to move to contact and dam leave theirh ruéksacks grounded in a
relscivel;” secure area,

‘3) Solution: When it was determined that the enaw%as defending in
in



13, Cormander's Analysis,

©, Problem: she onl, major problen ithat ocecurnd dirtding thia
Araration was the control of ARA,

b. Observation: On three occasions the ARA misbtahenly placed fare on
3/187 troops, resulting in total ce°ual§}ps of 4 ¥llled cnd 63 wouncel,
The principal cause of this was an A lnck of orientation about the [ -ound
situation and troops locations, The pfokiicy had been for .the ARA to 1 .yort
dircctly on an artillery freguency t tillery personnel, bypassing the
“»%talion Cormander. This procedure was used OVer ithe repeated ohjeFions
r ¢ 1 fattalion Commander 3/187. TN i 5fﬁ i

—y
c. Recormendation: ARA should enter the battalion command frecuency
.~ a hricfing on the ground tactical situation, Only the Battalion
Co.marder, S3 or operations people are completely aware of the troop tisposite.
+ow .nd missions, After this they can be recleascd to the artille.y O's
751 on the artillery radio net,

3 JIXES

Anrex 4 Supporting Forces
Annex 3 Intelligence
Annex C Execution

DISTRIBUTION:

A - Plus

20 - 53 3D BDE
1 - Historian



AMIEX A (artillery) to fumbat After Action Report, APACHE ENOI, 35157
Operations,

1, SUPPOKTING FORCES (Direct Support)

C/2/:19 (105 Airborne)
8/2/219 (105 Berchtesgaden)
C.2/1% (155 Airborne/Berchtesgaden)

(Tndire:t Suyport)
A72/319 é105 Ta Bat)
v /2711 155 Ta Bat
./1/23 (8" Son)
Ormnic Support)

> s .~h 81 Mortars (YC320989)

e

s

\

i~
o

3/4/77 (BEvans, Ta Bat)
"L/ (Blazes

2. Defensive targets were fired every night by 211 firing units., Thes.
targets were placed cn an H&T 1ist kept by the Laision Officer. The
final data for these btargsts were fired every 30 minuted during the nigh:,
hginning betveen 1830-1900 hours.

3. Tke rmin problem was the ccntrel of ARa, This problem was wcrked cut
early in the operaticn., (See paragraph 15, Commanders's Analysis of
~ this repcri),

4. The forward observers mde good use of recon by fires and used them
regulzrly. Inck of rcunds available to the firing hatteries resuricted
these comewhet,

5. Excellent use was rade of the 81rm mortars firing in close suryort

of the Infantry, Tre rortrs fired in defensive targets and Recen-by-fires
which rroved effective in the su-cessful seizure of Hill 937 and dufenss

cf ths vlocking rositioen,



ANJEX "EM (Intelligence) to Combat After Aefion Report, MAPACHE SNOW".

“he intelligence esti~ate of thec A-Shau Valley area prior to the operation
wes mssantially correct, (Scs Arpendix 1).

It was rfelt that due to large number of SLAR., People Sniffer, VR Sightings
g alicvaft receiving fire near Dong Ap Dia that a largs enemy unit was
probebly occupying the area around Dong Ap Dia as a way station/supply
point. The extensive trail network on and around Dong Ap Bia had indirated
th2% the movntain was located on or near a major infiltration route from
Lios in*ty the A-Shau Valley., No unit fdentification had been made prior

10 the wasault of 3/187 elements on 10 May 1959, although the identificat.on
of the e-omy presence made Reconnaissaence In Force of the area nccessary,

1, 1. PRATY

a. TV= Dong Ap Dia mountain complex (YC327977) rises approximately 970
reter frrm sea level at its highest point, The mountain does not form nart
of & lairger ridge complex, but rather stands alone in thes southwestern
gide of the A-Shau Valley. It is bordered on the west by the Trung Phan Riwer
which forns part of the Laotion Border; one the north by the Dong So Ridge
line; %o the scuth by the Xe Sap (Rao Lao) River; and overlooks the obandoned
A Loui Fort and airstrip loeation approxirately 6000 meters to the east
northeast., The valley areas surrounding Dong Ap Bia consist of rolling terrain
with the small hills and fingers forming many cross compartments. The veretation
is thick brushwood, and in ma.; places, single canepy jungle. The Dong Ap Cia
meuntain 1tself consists of a peak with several ridges and fingers extending
in n1l) directions. Two of tkese ridges form mountains in themselwes; Hill 91¢€
(70315970) on the southwast, and Hill 937 (Y¥C327982) on the north. The
~umbiration of slope, the thick undergrowth and double to triple cancpy jungio
mate Dong Ap Bia extremely difficult to traverse by friendly troops.

b, DObservation by ground elements was poor. Aerial observation was hirdered
due to canopy thicknesg, but was able to assist groond units immensely,
through-out the operation. Enemg observers used the tpee tops as OPts and nniper
pesitions,

c. Avenues of approack into the Dcng Ap Bia srea were numerous. The
valley to the north and south of the mountain were orimary lines of com—unice-
tions “rom the laotion I rder. The northern valley contained many high speed
t--ils *hrcugh the Pa Da area, which turnad southeast and joined the vast trail
rotworks found along the Roo Lao River, TFrom the intersectdon of the trails
enst of Dong Ap Dia, this line of cormunication proceseds across the A-Shau
“1ley and ig believed to termindte in the new BA 114 scuthwest of Hue City,
Many of these “trails have branch trail networks leading into the Dong Ap Bia
complex, and travcl uyp the many fingers toward the peak itself. These
avcnues of approach yere covered by fire,

2. ENEMY AGTIVITY

a. The onemy was indeed surprised ol WAE 3-187 elenonts combat assaunlted
between Dong Ap Bin mounta_n sed-the Lo tRENPEETAEY4tn a2 successful effort
to prevent cscape of @Mehy unlts into Lao8, Thére' was an ealmost complete
lack of hostilc ground fire es the escape routes were blocked by assaulting
etomonta.  As the 3-187 Airborne Infaptry moved up the mountain, they found that

B~



prusr epn (Yntelldeence) to 40 oot L o-r Aaticr Report, GAFACIR Qvigwh,
i N 1

. -~ - s 5 . |
the cuwny emsleyed Jofcasc o o0+ prix.inls woll indend.  The lower® = 3
Dlapar s Lot made e whe T iy v AL 88, S £ruendly elorwt s ]
riuvea Jor mard che e o v rell b k s dlusrete,ngty stJ‘L‘l cer, better prcpa.ﬂad

Jostt (s The ereny was well ounirenchad nd h'\d bunkars as_Jlarge Lc

ST LB daer . Sov L ouare corstiuctad in Tl frome Bo¥Pisuration,

“u7 eere papahle of with wtandiry £lmeet dgeRs of sup.oitin: Prrac, ALY
s s cad lebiine pestticong Jqu maloally supperting and were covor ef

. Powre feca - oo pore Tankess tr Preatding pesitions, Duming tlha anlaex
14, Fohevory, 0 wre cund that th o ocsny wie o loyung lorge orionr clay-

e g, e inpes i front of rnd Liadlad theds bunkor cycstces, Tis ociem ass
oo ozmeired2ed Prea oo centrel evnicer bole oo hunker, (f frie 11y e -
overvae ti. foruarc bunkers, the reavmost ¢} vyno_es wers instasled o Joe

int f.fesdly grocns as they sgarchac and clear d *the bunker complexuu.

o. 7% was found that the enemy units were well trained and equiped, vith
227ttt “Tms, yeapons, and gas rasks, They wove especially well disci-1li--d
el Leooneir trained in techniques of fire swd fire contrel, ag tho, weu.d
¢ melew oy wait; cemnvilaged ~nd undetected, until friendly troong werc
s zlose wrowirity befor . firviag, UYon engaged; the eneryhnd plonnec sugiord
¢ Tive ~ad Otained vood arsn coverage, Morkso.nship was far above everaze
S YO/ BVa “orees,  Snip rs in trers were enployed effectivly, but consisitenty
wul yud a ghort 112 span, o the triss {lered lictle protection an? fricndiv
meope otgerved end enencod ter vaunlly after the firrt shots were fired,

c. I* Wwis round chat alliacugh CS was usad mpninst the cne~y frrecs,
mat tho affect was 1linited e toc the presence of new NY4 protestive mosks.
<8 7.C Lave sone effzct however, s several NVA etterpted to fl-o thuir
T ruce~s ander CS att-ck. 0/3-18" reported on 20 May that the snemy wns
roooyine an inferior form ~f CS agawns* their pcsition, Several chicom

sretedes were found later, confirming e llulted US capabilitios of NVA
oXrcCB.

Y
J
-
£

d. Al*noegh encry forces will :~t under normal circunstances, re-ain ‘v a
itai Tﬂca01on wmder heavy friendly attack, the NVA elacted to estahll 0L
ver . l-termined defanse. One reasen for this was probably due to the importarce
wilech the enery attached to the foeilities on Dong Ap Din, and the lin.s of
cc mandettions adjecent to “t, It apuears nlso that the air assaults o?
“roen’ly forees cut off hic escrpe routes across the Liotion border I .aviig
no wrterrative but to stand ond fight,

¢. The NVA forecs in the A-Shan Vnlley have radic ronitor capabilitieg as
viumesd on the Dattalion Command not 2t 0548 hours, on 17 Msy, At thee T

wls for "BlockJack" were rece ved from an wik:own station, Tht,yrlLF %
o»aoan hne Jieh with a heavy vietnnrase accent, = " < g
o
2 uNIT IDENTIFICATION: g ¢

Captured docuzents have identified the 7th and{8th Dattalions, 29th Fegliront
Hendgquarters and posslbly the D-2 Al Battali'n'gs cgm;rising the mzjerity

cf aprosiang fcreces at Dong ip . Dia sof indieated that the
25th Regilirent rezlaced the § I"Rdgirent on ér abfut 5 May 1965, It is
»ossible the™ a part of the 9th Regilren 2lse took part in the battle, Tie
4+ W Cettslion, 29th Kegirent nns nnt '.esn identified and is belisved to Mo

Z ce ed in BA 611, in Laocs,

B~



ASNES. “5° (lateliigerce) te Ucmoval e Aetispe Repori, SAPACHE SOV,
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™ T"\ lPTI] [

Uuifvere 20 the ensry bodie wery “lﬁﬁm 'E.fcg vl vz drabs khaki, cno
bive rayv. On zevaral ~f tra podies, vail ﬁELrPAa we s, frund, "1t was, vewn
o bl and inozaveral colers,  The cyﬁh y I 2 LL&WJ*?/O WS in \lue; ;
bar =sia) TP in red; ond gorbo! T-2/0 vith T-2 in Todsnd o ing wallé )
The cvwbhel T2/ T"p/« ane To1/4 vese qlbo fourd. Theds fﬁb;g::a 34&43‘
2 eri tre followi:.g:

Fieved

T &th Ca fj&" E‘tk Jo 8t Iin, 29th Rogk,
2 Stk Co (A Fth Co Oth ©n, 29tn Regt.
g1,

Bn 7ch Co (A 7td Co 2th [n, 20th I':
o8 Ath Co 7tk Bn, 7G+h Freineant,

A P, stavad that hie insignia was 1-2/6, and was a nemger of the ¢th Gc,
81b oh Z.th Kegb., eztabl shing the T-2 as the symbel of thzs 8th Dn, -1 is
poss’bly an AKA for 7th Bn, 29th Rept. The P.W, further stated thrt no
syt c1;.;fwcant was attached to the voricus thread eclors, 1hot porazin sl
nhe vatt utillzed the colors readily avaible o hin,

oW, drterropaticn of NVA private Fham Ven H~i, of the 5tn plato-n, 3w
;;:*'1" &1 Bn 8th Fegt (29th ngivert> stated that his repiment ! od repacs
nE u e dirent at Dnnr A» Bia 15 daya £90 (5 May 1959, ile farth-r sbLavnl

A S A

thet b e Tth avd Gth Bc.t\,al.ig:: end 29th Repimentoal Heasguarisrs wers “acro
fubutht ated hy Jccarent readouts) ard that his Dattalirn ecnsiszhel of the

~ch, €th, and 7+h Comr anies, He stated that the 2th ccinpany sfren th was

100 men upen arrival, a2d had suffered anproximately €0 casvalties Lty 20

Msy., The -risonern st¢+crents rgree yvith 10155 4ircorne Division heldingo
Coocorpony murmbet e end suverdinaticn.,  Upon completion of Operation dAnache Snow
tne 290h WA Regirent i held vith the follcwing strengths:

UnIT ESTTMATTD STRENAGTTI
2G*h Rept Hgq 200
7 Bn 120
8th Tn 140
O1x L .50

SLQ bfﬁenglx I to ANNEX A (Intelligence) for esti~ated surznpgth of the
20th nesl ent prior to Operatirn Apache Snow,

a, As a result of Opcration APADYE SNOW, the pregence of the 29th NVA
nosivent in the A-Shan vallsy was confirmed.  Their location hacd been unknhown
te US/ARVE Povcﬂe eince the fall of 19€¥, Captured docwments indizute thod
@ fnent had refitted, rostsd and retinined in North Victram prior tn ais
soturn o the nepurllc of Tiztnanm ia A;ril 1969, Document readoutbs iadiente

hetw the 2¢th NVA Regiment was 1o ctar in the A-Shau prier to cordvzingg
yMfeniois orevations in the more pownleisd lowlends of Thua Thien “worince,
tieomerts of ae Rosgirent in eontact with frierdly forces during thie opsration
suffered a 70 to 80 per cont loss in strongth, Only the 9th Bn, lcos+ion

unlmown remoing combit affecitve, Due to the defeat o the 29th QTH.ﬁgﬂiﬂhpf
at the hands of the 37 Bawtalics, 187th sirborne Infantyy, this forrer WVlﬂ
traincd, disciplinsd and ~qa1nwcd unit haa 50an renﬁérod combat ine[f@ctivq)
and vill nob bo capable of condnsting 2ny sEZnilicent cFfensive in'ithE h=ar
ature.  Ins 29th TPAurPnH*pas bel* Sved to ﬂﬁé w&thu:awﬂ T RA 511 dc regroap,
Thys failineg te sccomplish Tsericeln of 2ok ‘Efbp:PJtlons in the Inwlands near
Hoo Citr,

1 ENCLOSURE Extracts from OPORD 3-69, /MNEY "A" Intelligence Operation. APACHD
SHOV ,



ﬂoloraLA L oAU A ntellt 2. ~2) fa Comdft &Y Lew act oy Plport” AQ& A
‘-A ")o g i
Ext act ~om AB”ENDIX I ANTYD ST IO ’(‘(ﬁﬂﬂ‘lﬁm’ X 302980, 3~A9 (&pag‘le BJ
Snovs

1. ( ) Geseral: The no *herr A lau Ja.luy ir 4 p~aw r- encmy LOC used for
movenen™ o rateris. und infiltraicor 3F *rocps <o enr My vnivs t"roughout 1
Curps, +#1is~, “he ene-y hig wal . irinea logiastirs ine*1llacions in the north-
ern A Shau whish distrib tc wich neided suppilec to valts operating in Queng
Tii an Thu.. Yhisn Pro7i.ce. '(n. 1wpoirtw ce of the r..rthern 4 Shau as &
vi.tal 10C ! . *ncrearsd Vacause fruendly rperaticns ars presently inter-

ol ting ownc» k3 enemy IOC's ip northern I Corps. Operation Meine Crag

iz b dving enemy movement on Rte 926, and Operation Mcssachusetts Striker

g ciscugclag enemy activity on Rte 548 nnd high speed trails in the
soutnic:n A Shau -~ Rao Nai area and on Route 614 end main trails east of

BA 6/Y7. “acontly acg.ired intetiigence indicates 2 pattern of movement frow
tne no~*+nern A Shau ?YD 3012) to Ba 114. Additionally, the sighting of

sove ai _urge hut and bunker complexes vic YD 3607 and airstri%es in “he
sarc area resulting in mmercns secondary axmlosions lrdicates that the
emew; hos eatnblished a iarge supnly depot in this area. Yt 1s very likelr
that tha t-ow of suppliea fro. this depot and other logistics insteliations
in the crthern A Shay Talley wo BA 114 will increase in the near future,

2. 1 ) Dispocitiom or Enemr Forcus in the Northern A Shau Aren (Sec
Annerdix 0

a» 6*h Regt. The 806tk Bn, €ch Begt 15 preecntly operatiag near the
Scng O o and My Chanh R'wvers, The 800t} and 8024 Bns are yresently
unlocated. Following the Tet CrFensive of 1968, the 6th Rept retreated to
the northeova A Shau -~ BA 611 uvrca, It is very possible that the 800th 5n
cad/or 8073 33, 6th Regt is presently loeated in this area,

Lo 9h Ragt, Tho 8lé6th Bn, 9th Regt is presently operating in the
gardhern 4 Shau - Fac Nai area vic Y6 4997. The 815th and 818th Bns, 9th
eyt are pregently unloceted. The 9th Regt normally operates in th northerr
A Fhan -~ BA A11 grea, and in /ugust 68, the 816th and 818th Bns were operai-
ing moar Fo Du (2), YC 362974, 1t is ve“y possible that elements of the
Oth Regt are yreaentiy operating in that rrea.

. 559th Trans Gp, Elements of this unit are (nwrrently operating in
3A 611 and ihroughout the northern A Shau Valley,

1. Uaidentified Fnemy Forces in BA 611. The Hq of TTHMR is bolieved
tuo be located in BA 611 in Iaos. It is very possible that a regiment is
serving as a security clerent for this large Hg, In response to a friendly
operation ir the nortliern A Shau Valley, it is possible that this regiment
wovld be comnitted to def-nd the supply depots,

e. 67Lik Arty Regt., The 675th Regt waas contacted during-Qperatioh”
Dewoy Caryon. It is considered very possibld RHET elemente of thia unit
arc atill operating ia BA 611,

3. () Eromy Zactics and Equipment

&, In Opervution Dewey Canyon, the 9th Marine Regt discowered savaral
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120w Fan, and zizecble quantitier o 1072mn imimgaﬁion vec Rte 922, -4
Lot Ind vecenily disenver.d 30 ra. of 1zZmna omr 'c:.‘ltM:‘lg.' *?le area east-ol

Ba 677, JThwus, it is very pnssibl. that friendly ferers i ?‘i+h-~r
Shas Te" ey ill enccontir 12an nuitlixs £ frow T & sﬁ&

Lo In Opvabicn Sor asat Piziz, which wua sonducted fick 4-20 Ang O
I the nortiae n A Shau valugy, ti~ Tlbth Lnd 6.83th Brs ~onduntel delaylng
acvions nnt aviided zajei ccrlac.. Hsweoawie, the 9th Marine Regt cneounte rai
Py olmed cnany citacts during Sperction Uswey Conyon whea “hey ente brcd
majc» cacshic areas, The 2-17 Cav mat heavy rasistenes while initially
opernuing vic YD 3507, azd the 3-187 nitinlly met suviff recistance

wien . .iering thelr present A0, Thus, ~irze cther mojor LOC's arc being
blockied, it is nossitl:z that the cnumv will defend bis stpply installati-ns
throng ~u17, the novthern A Shau Vol.icy.

c. JIu Opeiation Dewss Cniyon, the 9t Mrlue Rert found e-7eral large
“car s hileh were extensively touby iranped. Addivionally, the large
coche found by 2--50z Abh In? cazy of BA 637 was hoobyv trappad with 4
notid &1l sha'l chargsis, he 3-187 has alce fouad thelr cadhes wure Looor
wrapned, Tavs, it is U“*y possiblc that eoches in the norvhera A Shau
Valicy 2re bhocby trapped

set Arece in the northern A Chau Valley

-

<~ () Patentially Lucrative Tar

r. e vie Y03507.  Recont VR, airstrikes, and contactr heve indieated
tnt “»ig arzo is & major & Doa T,

by 1.0 Lao River arca. The trails aloag this rlver cerve as a koy
Infiltration route into Thua Thion Province., Infiltration Station # 4 is
le< Vlu Y33394L, An "XM on a captured map was loc near Pa Du #1 vic
10 32,067, Aalitient’ly, SLAR 2rd URS indicnted enemy presence and move-
A in »hig ~rea in March and earviy April.

c. Donz & Vtsn or "Beak" czria. During Opcraticn Delavi re, 12 Apr -
26 Mrzr 59, 18t ACD discovered large caches in this area. 4 photo mission
flown on 7 Apr €69 rcvealed 5 comouflaged trucks vie YD 361C11 and numerous
POL drums vie YD 364009, It is very possible that o truck park is loceted in
thie areo.

d. /fp Biw Mtns arez, vic YC 3198, Recent URS and SLiR indicate enemy
prescnce nnd 2 patborn of west-cast movement in this area, It is very
posarble that the cnemy is moving supnlics costward from FA 611 to caches
in wie areo.
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EXITACT ~pom « PPENDIR f (TERIAIN #NALLSTS) to
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1, () T'nc & Shau Valley floer consists off ©lzt open terrain Uhlcn'tar&éﬁ‘
in widtn from approxivately 300 reters near grid cocrdinite ¥D363032 to
two o uhree k' limsters near Ja Bat (YCA209 DU) Vegetation includes gracs.
to & fset tall, and scattered brush, MNumercus bemb craters and streans

ey? slong throvghout the valle;'s floor rastriect uwhselsd vehicles bur troclied
veticl s can cue throughcut the wlley floor with relative easc. BRoute
Ll whieli tdver=es the eatire velley, is vsable by tracked vohicles buw
vheolce” vehiculir movernent is irtervdieted by berbing, Movement of'f of

548 & peeesible in the valley, o8 evidenced by nunerous cnery whealad
sebirleg and wheeled vehicie uracks observod on asrial photography, inelud-
ing vaay oxaroles of wvhasled oeneks in strern hods, Feot moverent is good
on the valley floer, Eclicopter landing zenes arc 2vailable in any portion
of %he wval.cy floor, However, since these zones ean be observed for
long distancss aad since cover fren dircet fire weapons is laclking, eomiat
2csault= woeuld be cxtrericly hizardous and difficult to proteet vithcout &
el *7in normel murher of zunships.

o=

2. () Tac nertheastein side and the ssuthwestern side <f the 4 Shau
Vallcy differ groatly in vogetati-n, trafficability, and cverzll shape
A7 the terrain,

a. The northeastern side inecluding 2 marrow transiticmal area betvoon
the velley floor and the meuntain ranges.

(1) The Transitional Arex: Berdoring the nerthern A Shau on the
we et side at a dupth of cne te twe Hloneters, this arca, althcugh it
ayncirs Dot b ailr te be cevered with low, cven ve gctctlcn, ig actually
eoverad with a mtted grass ard brush veget-tion vhich weuld greatly
resirict Tret rovoient 2nd which would support enly tracked vebicular
tenffie, Larding zonecs in this areca are iifrequont and are limited tc
stica.s zds tud seattered slish 2rd burn :reis, Fow trails hhve “een
ceorcon Tmough this 1rca between Rite 54724 nd the nerthern erd of the
v2)luy, fc wver, one read cxists fron Rte S48 1t eccrdinate YD304093
imto \he ovtreme western end of ths Ce Pung ridge, Purt of this rend was
cut b o bulldezer and heyond the peint whers it enters the tree lire,
sra’l sbgn:nts ampenr thrcugh breaks in ths concpy 21s far nerht 1s grids
D211, org ¥D3112,  In Neoverber of 1968 the arer entered b this road
S reoported 2s 1 .gfcbable storage arsa or transhiprant 2rez from which
trails 1lc2d inte BA 114, Fren phetogrophy it tppears thht ~rrer ceould
dxplry inte 2s f2r nerth as the YD 3112 zrid,

-

(2) The Meuntaincus drea: Rising abruptly cut of the narrow
p:“F rs 2nd uneveil econtours ¢f the transiticintl rea the canopy ccvered
Leep siep s (20% to 50%) of the :ocuntaincus rcgion form an unbrcken = 1 ]
carrier to “overent, observation, s2nd helibernc cper>ticns, Elevation -fﬂ ﬁ_
Z.creases by over 3,000 fe.t from the valley flecr tg the ridge 11ﬂes wﬁihh
rez ch thioir peak scme five to siz Kilrrncters *thu valley. lth&uﬁh
thace ridze linaes are greater in ele\ntiontht% 861 5’{‘19“1“3' he




EYTRACT from Appendix 5 (TERu-Ti ARALYSIS) 4q M&IEX_aT (INTELLIGENCE) 4.
OPORD 2-69 -

A Zhau they have supported Iirc Baso construcfipn in the past end should
afford the samc basic problems in “hoe future %ﬁ‘nere cncountered during the” H}
reccent construction of FSB's WHIP wnd FURY, The dra1nngo prablepms encount-;
cred at FSB WHIP will confront construction units agein in the northcrn--~L4J
i Shau, Thero is no known granitc outeropping which would seriously
hinder bulldozers from preparing the Fire Base platform. Not so much
cile versctotion but the scvere slopes will impede foot movemcnt from the
nountains toward the vallcy floor, Ianding Zoncs of course will be
restricted to old FSB locations and to those points previously cut by
friendly units,
=

b, The southwestern sidec of the valley differs from tho northeorn side
oo oweral ways:  firstly the mountains are igsolated and do not form o
colirl turrier to movementy secondly, of the few mountains, one, the Co
Modcg. loecated strategically at the extreme northein tip of the valley,
Ay storowscd o friendly FSB and another, the Dong &) ridge, has been
rogot e ted by at lecast one enemy vehicle (wheeled) w:.ich was destroyed
and/or aba,doned prior to September of 1968; thirdly the southern side
of the velley is characterized by numerous LOC's - Route 922 and the 922
L7—pogs around the northwestern slope of Co & Nong mour.tein, the Xe Sap
Piver and the Rao Leo River, and meny well-worn trails from Laos into the
rmlley;  and lastly, broad rolling arecs betwocn the two rivers which are
1.id of heavy canopy would afford reletively easy foot movamunt, (sse area

2 5 Jdiacram),

The traversability of the cntirc arca west of the valley and north of

cthe Rac DLao can be considercd good for foot movement but unsuitable for
¢decl deployment of vchicles. JAlthough the rivers and streams are, for

:ie sost pert, negotiable, the avenues for vehicular movement are restrictod

by ~lope ond vegetation. (Also not enough information about soil comtent

is nvailable to determine switability, but one can assume thet wet weather

»>uld restrict movement sinee the arec is the drain filed for the waters of

e A Sep Valley).,

“he Rao Lao River;, from 10m to 40m wide, is not an insurmountoble barrier

to foot movement, c¢specially during dry months, Due to its rocky bottom

end the faet that it is not fed by any major cascuding mountain streams,

the Rac Loo flows slowly through its low banks, The dcpth varies from

nuicrous shallow rapids to wide deep pools where it washes through layers

of sand and silt, The appexrancs of numerous trails which weave back and
"orth across the river also indiecate on sasy troversability, The Xo 34p

River diffcrs from the Rao Luo with an incrooscd mmber of !ﬂudbars and rapids

naing it less easily traversed,

Londing Zones are available south of the A Shau ulong rivers and strﬂamo,
uSpOClOlly the Xe 3ap River., lLarge assault landing would be posslblb in the
narthern end of the valley on and around RY 5“922 botween Laes and Co

g movrtain, g

e

I' ['..,.-

Eé.pm‘* e



SWTRACT Trom Jippendj.x 5 (TEPT 1T, ANALYSIS) 4o AnIEX A; (INTELLIGENCE.\ “a

ORPy .59

The key point in understanding the terrain of the western side of the

A Shau Valley is that the few axisting mountaing are isolated, The enremy

hzs used these vantage points not snly to store thelr materinl but alsc

as concerled locations from which to harass Ifriondly observatinh plones e
and thus protect their own mnvement over high specd poutes from Bia 611 ard ?ﬁ
throuzh extensive trail networks from BA 611 and " eor WGoun, ghe Laotian | °
border. Two of the mowntains acem teo he cspociclly suitable for iriehdly™ & fw Ly
use. First the Co A Hong mountain has supported o FGB in the past and

affords geed obscrvatiorn toward BA 611 and toward the i Shau Velley. Due

to extensive bombing the sovthwestern slope has been clearcd of vogetation

and Routc 922 running along tho chalky slope 1s cenmpletely interdicated by
landslides, Observation to the north is hindercd by trees, Streams in the

Co L Nong area will not hinder ground operations in any way. Second the

Long & ridge, centrally located on the western sidc of the northern £ Shau

coit Le ensily entered on foot from its northern and southern tipe, Friendly
anivs, were they located on thsse two ridge lincs conll probably check

cocr powenent while supporting US ground operations. nlsc oceupation of

those vidges would grectly lessen the amournt of encry fire upon heliborne

Ui R A .
CLLIATTI O,



SXIR.GY rrem Loverdrx 1) (0B LYETING) to ANN®X A (INTELLIGENCE) 4o Co(ity -0

INIT

=59
S
t/1

STRENGTH
o RANGIR

855
1,790
Hge 250
Sapper Co
ik Co (12,7mm)
Mortar Co (82mm)
RR C: (75cm)
Trans GCo
Engr Co
h Security Co
Signal Co

M-I Reecon Co

J/”

924 Bn
C~1
e

s
IR

~
G4

80éth Bn

redical Go

420

S

Go
Co
Co

420
Co
W)
Co
Co

400

C-1 Co
¢..2 Ce
C-% Co
G-4 GCo

9th Re

C.-1¢ RR Co

C-17 Fnzr Co

C-18& Yorsar Co

=19 i 7 (12,7
C-20 Signal Co

C-21 Fecon Co

C-22 Sapper Co

C-23 Treons Co

C-24 Medicel Co

315tn Bn 500

Regt Hgs 300

OCATION/DATE

" CONTACT |

Unlocated

Unlocatod

YD3820/
Feb 690

Unlocated

[ Al -

" A

TR ISR B

Unloeated

Y

.‘df

AL

-1
K-2, 820
K<€, K-3

E-Q, Dozn 7

. TN v “
-} ::.'I ".I. i
1 1M I
f :H-mwJ

K-15, K-2.
1st Bu



AXCPACT from Appendix 10 (OB LISTING) to ANNEF™A p(INTELLIGENCE) to OPOFL 2-45

UNIT STRENGTE LOCLTIGN/DLTE AKA ™
Li.ST CONTLCT™ =i w _, ot
0_4 — ot g g .;,I‘, J
Sibtn Bn 400 YD5402/ K-16, X-7.
¢-11 Ce March 69 2d Bn
C-12 Co
€-13 Co
C-14 Co
8idth Rn 500 Unloeated K-18, K-12,
24 Br
3-3 Co
-7 Co
u-& Co
¢-% 0o (C-10 Co)
29th Regt 1800 Unlocated Song Lo, E-8,
3d Regt
Rcgt Hgs 650 Unlocated
C.-14 i Co (Type Unk)
C-15 Engr Co

C-16 SignalCo
C-17 Mortar Co (82mm)
N-18 RR Co (75mm)

7th Bn . 400 Unlocated K~-7, D-1
-1 Co
c-2 Co
r.3 Co
n_/_/ A.O
Sth Bn 380 Unloanted K-8, D-2
o--£ Co
o-6 Co
C—7 CO
-8 Co
9th Sn 380 Unlocated - K-8 ;~pagrm =T
c-9 Co npE i e .
<10 Co r’ | y —_—
S-11 Co P R o e W S
3-12 Go kﬁ
A5h ATty Regh UNK Unlocated Doan 65

K- 40 Bn (85mnm gun)
X-41 Bn (122mm gun)
K42 3 (Au)
1\——.‘4,3 Bn (‘/.u-u)



£TRACT £Fam Appendix 10 (OR LISTING)

TTNCT, STLENGT
(75th Arty Regt UNK

213th Bn
~15th Bn
20%h Bn
234 ™

.28 Tt - Arty Bn UNK
4, Teo (Unk designetion)

Pivh Tram 42 TNK
_h Inf Bn
izt o
2nd Co
>4 Co
4 Ath Co
6Ligt T"dep Inf Co
byt Indep Inf Co
£432d Indep “nf Co

3Q . Bn

G--15 Co
G- 17 Go

C-i2 Co

2 U/I fuy Bns
\3=4 Cos Probable)
Lok Gorro Bn

H-33 Co

524 Traas Bn (Poss)

9th Inf Security Bn (Poss)
1.t Inf Security Pn (Poss)
/7 9ignal Co

1M
dmzet
o oMy n A
L ST Tonyi,
Amed Y

LOGATION/DAT

dnlncated

Unlacated

Unloceated

to ANARY A (ILTRLLIGANCE) s CivET

) LT
)y S )
1.k

-~

835



ANNEX C (Execution) to AF%er Actioﬁ‘Reporttﬁéggpge Snow (3/187, Operations)

1. The initial phase of the operation was eygiuted as plahnbdi.e. ¥nd 3/7€
gsecured L2 2 and the terrain immediately adjacent to 1it.

2, The intention after that was tc secure Dong Ap Bia and the major ridges
~1moning off it to the southwest, scuth, and southeast,

2. The enemy, however, was discovered in force on Dong Ap Bia and the 3/187
fought him there throughout the ririod of participsation in Apache Snow.

4, The appendices to this apnex describe, in chremological order, the detailed
day to day operations of the 3/187, from staging on 9 May through extraction
from the AOC on 21 May.

APPENDICES:
1. 9-10 May
2, 11 _2v
3. 12 Mey
4o 13 May
5. 14 May
6. 15°¥
7. 16 May
8. 17 Mgy
9. 18 May
10. 19 May
11. 20 May

12, 21 May



Appendix 1 (9-10) to ANNEX G (Executio “f-t.er Action Report, APAGHL SNCY

(5/187 Opomations) & g h \;_\_ -
Oneration APACHE SNOW began for thc 3/187 with sfagin?"’i ot el
Fire Rase Blare on 9 May (D-1) 1969,

Pathfinders were supposad to arriye bzafore dark on the 9th to ecoordimte

the D-Day 1ift but they did not, The Battalion S3 met vwith the company
ccmmanders and a search was mde of the P2 in an attempt to locate alrcraft
ru11de rarkers aceording to what had been described to the S3 by the aviation
rapresentative the night before, TFinding only a partially marked PZ, the
plan was formilated to position troops from east to west in two rows each
with 15 grou ps of 5 men each, The 1ift was scheduledto use 30 aircraf:,

A% 0700 hours, on 10 My, the 3-187 troops were formed according to plan

for an expected 0720 hours, pick up, Pathfinders arrived sometime arcund
0700 hours, Their information about the pattern on the PZ and mumber of
ships to be used was confused and contradictory and they never did coordirate
or contral the 1ift to any ei‘fect:l.ve degree. Conseguently the compoa’&i&n
6f the grmmd units' lzfts ms rfot emetly 88 ploaned, -

CL .

The C&C” ship reported on the tattdion frequenc?: at 0700 hours and by 0705
hours, the Battalion Commnder was airborne and ready to start the 1ift.

The P2 time for D Company, the first unit 1ifted, was at 0750 hours, Their
LZ time was 6801 hours, and the D Company Commnder reported that LZ 2 was
cold. Flements of A aprd C Companies were 1lifted at 0801 hours, and were
closed into LZ 2 at 0820 hours. The Battalion Headquarters (mime the

C0 2nd Arty LNO vho were airbornme in the C&C ship), the mortars and additional
elements of C and A Companies departed the PZ at 0845 hours, and wers on

LZ 2 at 0856 hours,

The insertion bad caught the enemy by surprise, D Company, after securing
the LZ aceording to plan moved its 1st Flotoon up the ridge to the
scutheast, This immediate push up the ridge wes to prove an important
achievenent, It wes from this position, the ey terrain to the immediate
northwest of Dong Ap Bia (Hill 937), that the Battalion Headquarters
controlled and supported coperations throughout the period 10 to 21 My,
Occupation of this terrain also resulted in am effective blecking position,
as 1t stood on the mjor riageline and trail complex betwesen Dong Ap Bia
and the laotian border,.

The lack of proper Ratmfinder P2 coordimation caused a broken sequence of
troops arriving in LZ R, Consecuently, there was soms confusion and
disorganization in effecting the Battalion Comrender‘s plan for securing
and expanding the peritmeter of the L Z and cemmencing initial RIF's, When
the Battalion Headquarkers arrived, the S3 gathered the awailable leaders
«nd directed actions emsentially as the Commnder had itended i.e., A Company
orgamze en the northwest part of the perimeter and commence a RIF to. fher o= 773
high ground t¢ the nor®hwest; C Company secure ¢ ssJ.aouthérn portionfﬁcnd com
a RIF to the southyjeste ~ C Company was assignedfith sfon tof b2 3'e -
until 211 elements were in. D Company as mentidné A‘ %@3 % t6:
slde and had moved out to the southeast, B B




At 0930 hours A Company reported rsaching the high grownd epproximately
five hundred mebers to the northwest (YC313994) and finding and gearching
out trails in that erea, During this period the headquarters ard mortars,
following D Company, began their move towerd the southeast. C Compaxny,
waiting the arrival of the remsinder of its forces, secured LZ 2 and com~
menced a platoon RIT toward the southwest,

At 1044 hours the Battalion Commander
At 1045 honrs & LOH on VR reported a cdh %Zc»of i:unkers end buts,
hundred meters to the east of the LZ. R @y i i ﬁ
By noon D Company had seccured the #idgeline blockdng position to the southe-

cast (Y0320988) and the Battallon Headquarters and Mortars were within the
D Compeny porimeter, FPreparation of an LZ and mortar positiona had begun.

\;y hexArtillery 1NO, landed at LZ 2,

T.roughout the middle of the day Pink Teams, LOH VRls, ARA and FAC's reported
nucorous trails, huts, bunkers, tunnels and small groups of enemy east and
west of tbe 3/187 location,

By 1600 hours B Company, which had besn the Brigade reserve, ¢losed into
LZ 2, completing the 3/%87 into the £0. B Company moved southenat to
the Headquarters location and received instruetions to continue moving
southeast toward Dong Ap Bia, sct up an NDP, and to move at first light
on the 11th to RIF toward Hill 937,

At 1646 hours and 1658 hours B Company reported receiving sniper fire and
then smell arms and RPG fire. Thay responded with small arms fire, 90mm RR
and were gupported by mortare, artillery, gunships and airstrikes, The US
suffered three WIA, while killing four of the cnemy. MEDEVAC (2 ambulatory
znd 1 litter) was completed by 1835 hours. Gunship ard nirstuike support
continued until dark. The night defensive positions for 10 Msy were:

A Co(-) at YC308994 B Co(=) at Y¥C321987

A Co 24 plat at YC306995 B Co 4th plat at ¥C321986
C Co(-) at ¥C315985 D Co Mortars end Bn Hgs

C Co 18t plaot at YC314983 at YC320989

(2)



AEPEIDTX 2 {11 May) <o AMWEST bEweanlisa) ts After Action Report, APACHE SNCW
(3,137 Oye_a*‘cno)

e pight of 10/11 M3y ves guisth zad th: worniagls sevivity <tsrted s% ©50C
kovz . with = Tire mall (perimeter Sive: inte jotential enecmy locations),

L+ €535 houre C Compary’a recornailssence Ly iive prompted eusmy ‘return lixe
from vicinity coordinste YC31796,. © Ccnpany returned fire iwrith organi:
weApons .,

agd.vt 25, 1oght fire “eaw (LFy), was on stetion &t 0653 hours end reported
two encmy soldiers runnirg on o trall about feur huadred meters east of

B Coupary'e location. e remorted an obeervation post in a tree, algo, ard
buckers fo1 6ified with pFocks, in the same gensral arsa. The arez was tiken
under fare ty Aeseult 25 and he fired on 2and nissed by auvtomatic weapons.

Bansie.: 23. (LFT), roported that 2 1O0B reconning for him took eremy fire {rom
tho vicinity of ccordinate Y0333974, At 0745 nours he cngaged the arss Ly
Live,

B Uompany denaritet. thcir NDP at 0745 hours.
A 2nd C Comphnies sert reports that thoir units had comuenced meving.

Plazts for the day were:

A Compapy RIF vicinity of NDP; then double back to vieinity of LZ 2 (¥C314939).
3 Cempany RIF from NDP to vicinity of ¥C329984 the northern tip of Hill 937,

C Company RIF south and east from their NDP,

D Company remain in tlocking position with Battalion Heedquarters and Mortars;
conduct limited RIF's to the morth and cast.

Ths PAC reported in at 0844 hours, with the first of six alrstrikes of th=
dov,

At 0257 hours, B Campany reported finding two RPG rounds, one light machins

gL, and numerous blood traoils to the east of the previous day's
contach, Between 0900-1000 hours, B Company found 4 enemy KIA's in the
vicinlvy of coordinate YC32498/. The KIA's were wearing green uniforrs
w_th kbakis underneath., One of the dead had 2 picture in his wallet that
appear.d to be of him in an officer's uniform, Also found on his perscn
wag an additional picture, North Vietmamese money, eight razor blades, and
a U3 trpe accessory pack with tobacco.

By 0910 hours B Company had foumd two sdditional enemy KIA's, one €K3 rifle,
one IMG, a Chicom grenade, ove AKL7 rifle, one RPG launcher with s®: rounds,
some mculcnl oquiment, a letler, bandages, items of clothing, and nuwsrons
blood trsils.

; { s
5 * é&; %ﬁg %m%za
At 0946 hours, A Company had moved to YC204S = repor‘%y at he was
kecpirg the company(-) at “tH#t TedaTirs und spaeing owt platoon RIT's.

s b ;’-'1

£ Cor .any gave his position, at 0913 hours,i Y

' Lh;

iy
[ A
-

m..- .E"“fl

Bilk 37, FAC, reported finding a large hut with bunkers around it at coordireaie
10348983.
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At 1045 hours B Company reported more Bidn8 trajle and bandages along his
direction of advance,

A%t 1100 hours, A Company reported the following 1é&cations: 3d Flatobw st
¥C320990; 1st Platoon at YC300993.

At 1106 hours, B Company reported that he had found one large sack of rice
conteining approximately 15 pounds of rice balls; a carrying case conteining
three ARK-}7's and magazines; a bag containing three satchel charges elready
primed; another small bag containing something similer to CL; & bag of first
aid supnlies and equipment; two more Chicom gretades and blood trails leading
to the east up the hill,

21t leo~ations at 1158 hours were: A Company and 3d Platoon at YC304994;
st Tlatoon at ¥C300993; 24 Platoon at YC302990. B Company at YC323984;
Comperny(~) at YC323983; C Company 34 Platoon at YC313981.

it 1159 hours, A Company reported that they had discovered a well-used trail
f>ar m.ters wide running NW-SE,

A% 121F hours, the 14t Platoon of D Compeny returned to the company locetion.
The platoon had reconncitered to the NE for several hundred meters but had
nade neo contact with the enemy.

"t 1310 hours, B Company reported finding several communication wireS rurning
Jgowm from the hill into the streem bed along his route of advance., He also
reported a small knoll to his east covered with sniper holes.

A LOX on VR at 1315 ‘hours, reported that he had sighted at least two tele-
thone poles with wires and inpulators on them at coordimate ¥C351939. Ha
added that theres were trzils running parallel to the communications system,
These wires and trails evidently ran from the east, up over Hill 937, to
the west. The LOH also reported that he had received fires from bunkers
at Y(324981.

Throughout the d2y A, C and B Companies continued to find trails, fresh
tracks, comrunication wires and cables, splder holes, miscellansous pieces
of clothing and equipment, blood trafils, end huts and bunkers, The pilots
too, continued Teporting mmerous indications of enemy presence around and
on Hill 937.

By 1550 hours, B Company moving eest, hod started up tbe ridre leading to
Hill 937. While following fresh tracks, they were fired on by a lone sniper.
The sniper's intentlion, evidently, was to draw the unit up the ridge where
the enamy waited in bunkers.

At 1624 hours, B Company wae in contact at YC327983, and at 1630 hours,

the Company Commander reported that he had suffered three US KIA'g. He

algo hed two US WIA's and possibly two more from attempting to retrieve

the first two. Hie troops had confirmed six ene~y KIA's. The Batiallon
Commender instructed him to increase his volume of fire and push past the
wounded, rather than sttempt to immediately retrieve them under direct enemy
fire. Mortars, artillery, pgunships, and airstrikes were used in support of

B Company. A MEDEVAC was requssted at 1643 heurs, and at. 1842, all wounded
weres out,
()
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At 17?00 hours, durivg an ABa curike, cpe cSmhheg
the wreoug lirection, The rockeis jﬂqﬁubgd b 1) :hqﬁccﬁuef§oéhtkm h%%w“ g o3

Msalgquerters location, One US was killsd Oty e ugundeﬂ.iil

o7 *he WIA required MEDEVAG, TIncluded in THE Medhd di EF;%E&;
Com~aizr end S3 (both lightly): the Artillery LNO and QA oi Yocr

serima yis and the Uperetions Sergeant and the Mortar Sergeant (both
erlabsxy) Various ships were used to evacuate and by 1907 hours, the casueli-

1) vers cleared from the 2--187 location,

ips traned ani fired ir

Tuough: this éigruptiosn, tue hesdquarters continued vo faention. Mortars
cortirued ihelr mission in  support of B Gompern;” and the Ssttalicn Comenninr
cortiroed to dirsct eivctrives, ard give instzoetisns To the eompaniss.

A% 1942 rovrz, D Compony's 34 Platoon, which had been on 8 RIF to the reoify
rotaiad to “ne dleaking vosition, reporting uegaiive slghtinge,

Spooky, , requecsted earlier, reported on station at 1937 bours and opersted
uarild 2719 hours.

Torfs for the 3/187 »n the might of 11/12 May were: 4 Co(-) at ¥0312992
with 2 ambushes at ¥0313992 and YC310994; B Company at Y(325981; C Cof- )
¢+ TC315931 with 1st Platoon ambush at YC316981: D Comvany, Bea'tica_L).c"1
Begdonarters and Mortars at YC320989,



PPEESNTE 3 (12 May)  to ANNEY B Mieeciiien) ho €y dotion Report, APACHE SNV
\,,/’8/ Npere tlons).

The night wis quiet. At 0640 hours, Bilk 37, reported on stRh¥dhusy Tt o

in two airstrikss for B Company., There were sight eirstriles aga:msg WA ooty
throughout, the day, the last cne going in at 1734 hours, These strikss

vere a rilx of high drag bombs, napalm, and 500 and 1C00 pound bombg idth

fuze delvy. The aceuarey of the strikes was outstanding,

At 0659 hours, Gompany 4 began moving toward the Battalion Headquarters
lscation: They arrived at 0805 hours,

E Jompany reported at 0820 hourg that his rear element spotted some moverert,

The Jattalion Commander called Brigade at 0852 hours, and requested a2 tesm

of rgineers to assist in blowing an 1LZ for B Comparw This request for en LZ
a. -uav location (vic. coord, Y0323983) proved %o be a wise one. The lowe

LD, s it came to be called, was the key intermediate stagire, evacuation, an'zi
iv12pp -y point throughout the opsration,

A 0913 bours, B Compsny received enemy small arms and RPG fire from the
ietvity of coordinate YC325981, Results were 1 US WIA; the return fire killed
o fnemy soldier,

T T'vision Artillery Commander arrived on the upper LZ at 0940 hours.

Hoc ha- come to discuss the ARA mishap and a policy for eontrol of ARA, It
was agreed by him thot the ARA ships would come up on the battalion command
{requency to receive a briefing on the ground tactical situatfon before
going to work for a company artillery FO. Prior to the sccldent on the 11th,
they had been reporting directly to the Artillery FO. This procedurs was
1aed ogainst the repeated objection of the Battalion Commander 3/187.

At 0950 bours, Banghee 27, a LOG ship carrying the englneers, reported in on
the battalion frequency and wasturned over to B Company's control, At

1024 bours, while ingerting the engineers, the ship crashed after its tail
struck a tree, There were six casualties resulting from the crashj; three
engineers and three crew members, One of each required immediate MEDEVAC.

B Company and the remeining engineers, however, continued with the preparation
cf the LZ, Throughout the day gunships, ARA, airstrikes, artillery, and
mortars pounded the arsa east of the B Company location.

At 1141 hours, D Company replaced by A Company in the blocking position,
departed the Battalion Readquarters location and commenced a RIF down the
finger leading rortheast from the upper 12 .

At i219 bours, the MEDEVAC requested by B Company for the crash victims
reported on station, but the LZ was not consz.dered reedy and the Battaliorn
Commander to0ld the ship to return and wagd

At 1226 hours, the Battalion 53 reported 3 he £
ship was burning and therefore there would

B fompany reported at 1224 hours, that he wasreceiving incoming mortar s nds
from the vicinity of coardinate YC325976. No casualtles resulted. The
sispected enemy location was fi::ed on by gtmshlps artillery, and courier -

mortar fire, T
j ,.-\u..i...
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84 4485 houru, B Tompany had an eccepis
cf it gafl Lc1f=n’r_y to bring in a MEDERE
=0 Lu ~v2cuatels uhree sere lither an
i wvlice, without incident, and the e

L& and hed exteuded th= socuyiby

A% 755i hours, Thunder 44 (LCH) wen* intn the lows: 1Z and took out tr—ee
Us fT4is susteined in a previcus action.

-3 Company reported that he had at least three confirmed enemy FIA'sg,

Loming the afternoon, B and C Companies called in reports of sporadic eneny
movemer%, TPG, swell arms and mortar fire, There were no U5 casasliies
resulting from these firsg, however am additioncl WVA soldier was reported
R’e. In respone to any report of enemy moversnt or fires, friendly fires of
~=r el fypes were put into the susnected lozaticns,

—* 077 hours, one of the gunships sighted thiee huts and many bunkers and
PO

L wiing 903101008 at coordinate ¥3325977., He wess instructed to engage *hess,

<« 545 hours, C Company, moving east, reported their location as Y06325877.
Tilis vas just two hundred meters eouth of B Company, The 23 Flatoon of A Com-
: .y wioleh had been sent to B Dompany's location with a resupply, arrived

4? -~ ot 1648 hours,

D Compoxyy hed no enemy contact on the 12th and at 1724 hours, he reported his
position as coordinaie Y¥0325989,

A% 1829 hours, C Companr, having engaged several enemy sightings &W of ths
voper 2 that afternoon, stated that he was pulling back from the contest
area ana digeing in for the night. A moment later he reported that an
estimated sleven RPG and mortar rounds fell intoc his old position to the
west opnd thet he was ealling artillery on the suspected eremy location,

During the remaining hours of light, artillery and mortar defensive fires were
#d justed in around the perimster.

Lt 2000 hours, on 12 May the 3-187 was disposed as foliowa: A Company,
Battalion Heedquarters occupied the blocking position at coordinate ZC325980;
C Compeny at YC325978 with the 1st Platoon ambush at YC323979; D Ceowpory

at ¥0323988 with a platoon ambush at ¥C323987,

The night wvas quict with no enemy contact,



APPENDIX / (13 May) to ANNEX C (Execution) ta Aféer Wetion Report, APACHE
SNOW (3/187 Operations)

The first persor to report on the Battalion Fregiignsy on the morning of 13

Mey was Assault 11 (LFT)., He stayed on stationffPgd 5,houra until 0735 hours
during which time they sciuted to the west and st eﬁblg%klng position
and engaged several hut and b nker complexes. ) v

YR L
The FAC was next, at 0656 hours, with the first of ten airstri éggggékegég?tzd
in svnport of the Battalion until 1900 hours th~t night, . éz%:‘; 3

A% 0,21 hours, G Compahy, moving east for half sn hour already and reocnninf

fire as they moved, reported that’ their lead element was receiving amall arms

fire. They requested permission to hold and strike the suspected enemy locat~
ion with morters and artillery, The request was gronted,

B Ccmpeny was next, at 0725, with a report that he wes receiving AK=47 fire
from nis west. Fighters were overhead at the time and en immediate strike
wees pue ted on the enemy loeation,

At 0752, B Company reported that he had three of his troops slightly wounded.
Minutes latcr, C Company reported that he had five US WIA's,

At 0850 B Company requested a MEDEVAC for two of his wounded and el so informesd
the Battalion Compander that he hed US KIA,

The preponderance of enemy fires, which consisted of RPG, mortar and small
arms, was coming from the vicinity of YC327978. For the mext several hours,
the Battalion Commander directed airstrikes, ARA, artillery and mortars into
the area,

At 0920 C Company, pushing slowly eagtward, reported enemy fires and movement
from several directions in oclose to his position. He reported that the enemy.
were expertly comouflaged and that C Company was using maximm reconmsissance
by fire as they moved,

D Company, who had moved out at first light, reported movement, but no enemy
contacts, as he was reconnoitering in the vicinity of ¥C325990.

At 0956, B Company's slements, following fresh tracks to the cast, ran into
e nest of snipers and reported two more US WIA and one KIA,

The US response to these contacts was immsdinte and violent, Hardly a report
of enemy contact orcurred during this operation that there was not some type
of alr support overhead. An average of zight to ten airstrikes per day put
Air Force Tighters overhead nearly fifty pe cent of the ti~e, Continually
on the outskirts of the imwediate contact area, gunship scout teams prowled
the area, engaged enemy movement and bunker complexes and were immediately
available for close in support of the infantry.

For example, during this morning of contact 8% B-.and £ Corpanies, there were
at least four assault gunghip teams, each atfdif fTerent tifes, in the area
supporting them, Each team averaged about afifhiur.on: station. Also," by noon
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five airstrikes hod been dilevered in their supvort, During the rere moments
tuat eir support wes not overhecaed, artillery and organic mortars fives were
fallingz into these enemy locations. Final casualty figures would show the
enemy pzld tenfold for cach casualty he inflicted on the 3/187.

At 1042, C Company reported that due to continuing enemy contact, he now
suffered a total of two KIA's and ei~ht WIA, A MEDEVAC was requested and the
more seriously wounded were taken out, THUNDER 44 (LOH) who has been shuttling
supplics to B and G Companies, evacunted eight of the leas serionsly wounded
and the three KIA to the upper LZ. B Company, at this time, hed sustained

a total of five wounded and one KIA for the day.

C and B Companies sent in locations at 1058 hours; B was at ¥(0325981 and ©
at Y0325979, The enemy was fighting 8 determined deleying action, but the
twc companies continved their deoliberate move toward the hill,

During the morning D Company had reconnoitered to the northeast and then turned
to proceed southeast toward Hill 937. At 1227 hours, the 3d ard 2d platocns
had just moved through & stream bed at Y0327989 and begun the move up the

ridze towerd Hill 937. The 1st platoon bkad been covering the stream crossing
and, =s they moved cut, mortar and RPG's wounded seven, two seriously. The

D Company Commander ordered the 1st platoon to meve the wounded down into the
stream bed, propere a PZ and secure the area., He took the Company(-) southeast
up the ridge to seéarch for the suspected enemy position. By 1330, MEDEVAC 927
reported in, but tho P2 wes not ready and he departed to refuel., Meanwhile

the Company(-) pushed further on up the ridge and the 1st platoon continued
improving the P2. ARA supported D Company as it moved up the hill.

At 1348 MEDEVAC 927 returnsd and, since the D Compcny PZ was still not ready,
bhe was turned over to B Company who has been in continuing contact all day
long and hnd now snstained more than ten WIA,

By 1450 hours, D Company(-) had reccnnoitered approximztely three hunéree
neters southeast up the ridge and wore in the vieinity of YC3R25987,

4% 1510, unknown to Battalion Headquarters, MEDEVAC 927, returned once more
end D Company Commandér directed him to the PZ. A few mimtes later the
Company Commander reported to the Battazlion Co'mender that the MEDEVAC had
been hit by RPG and has creghed. The 1st Platoon Sergeent, later deseribing
vhat had happened, seid that the ship had been hovering for a minute er

two and had dropped the bagket when it took a direct hit from the RPG, He
insisted that the fire, only one RPG round, cznae from a ridge to the north,
The ship came straight down on the jst Platoon Command Group. Five men were
killed (three crewmern and two from D Compamy) and three were injured (ene
crew menber very seriously and two men from D Company) as 2 direct result of
this crash,.

The Battalion Commander ordered D Compeny to start moving the wounded nack

to the upper. LZ. He also ordered & Company to send a platoon down to assist
then,

D Company(-) moved back down the ridge and joined the 18t Platoon at 1600
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~hours,., The vompany Commander confirmed the tqptlpn and the casuwalty figures
persoizlly and rendered his meport to the éﬁi 1’9& vamander. He added
that tne heliceopter had burned and was a tot -688& Hé& then reported that

D Cempeity was realy to stert carrying the wounde 4 ﬁt* mhq intention was

to get the WIA'g out first and return the following ﬂéy or the“dgad.

Ry 776 horrs, the 3d Platocn, A Company, had linked up dl%ﬁéﬂ, Smp ﬁ%ﬁg_
1915 hours, however, D Compeny Comrander called tc say that one ¢ ,f;
weg culta badly 1n3ured and that this slowed their movement. He r“uﬁﬂinded
stopping for the night and moving to the ipper LZ early the next morning.

The Battalion Commander approved this; ingtructed them to make the wounded
as comfortable 28 possible; and ordered the A Compamy Platocn to return to
the blocking position,

Through the afternoon of the 13th, B and C Companies had continued mareuvering
towerd hill 937 attempting to gain a favorable pnsition for a major attack

or. the 14th, It wvas not an easy tagk. Both units maintalned contact through-
cut the afternoon. B CempanY's contact with the encmy coased at 1730 hours.

C Compeny received nortars and small arms z2s late as 1935 hours and, - though
ine enemy broke contact at 1941 hours, C Comprny continued observe movemert
and cnzaged 1t until 2000 hours.

As a result of the day's actions the Battalion bhad suffered thirt-three

men WIA and 4 KIA, It was not until the next day, when the battalion
ponetrated the enemy bunker complex, that they were to conflrm thé damege
inflicted on the snemy. Undoubtedly it was even greater than reported, since
the epeny had all night to retrieve his dead and wounded.

At 2009 howrs, A Company's 334 platcon returned to the blocking position.

At 2040 hours, D Company sighted moving lights several hundred meters to his
north. Artillery was called in on the area cnd the lights dissappeared.

Spooky cameg on atation at this ti—e and worked until 2314 horrs.

The 3/187 NDP's for the night of 13/14 M2y were: A Company, Battslion
Headquarters and Mortars et ¥C320989;B Company at YC324982; C Company at
¥C325981; and D Company at YC323989,

The Battalion now fully realized thet the NVA were preeent in considereble
strength ir the vieinity of Hill 937 and the blocking position ccecupied by
the Battalion Headquarters,

The alert posture for the Headquarters, Mortars and A Company was 100%
until 2400 hours; 50% until OBOO‘hours- and 100% again until 0600 hours,
Instructions were pagsed for a strict STAND-TO at 0500 hovurs. At thet hdgmr
every man and officer on the blocking posibion wes to be in a fighting
pocition; mortar crews on their weapons; Eng évery'radlo on the chncked inmto
the net, These alert percentages and ST/ cri}eria ware maintained
throughout the operation, STAND-TB was Hef

%§ ¢ 8t 0500 hours-ﬁnd 1500
hours, Controlled rest periods during the day “the ; ﬂ%s
the troops. | 5

There was no action during the night of 13/14 May.

halo




APPENDIX 5 (14 May) to ANNEX C (Execution) to After Action Report,
APACHE SNOW (3/187 Operations).

At 0630 hours, on 14 May the 2d platoon of A § #Zurde] thaD Company!s
NDP to carry the wounded back to the upper LZs

The AF TAC, now & femiliar voice and part of the d ' sceng yreported on
staticn at 066 houre, and began the first of thirtoené”,girstrilges spaced
throughout the day.

The 14th of Mey should be considered the first concentrated 2 ¥teppit by he

334 Battelion, 187th to seize Hill 937. The plan was for D Compd &?uack
irom the north, after they had evacuated their wounded and racovere:

dead from the craghed helicopter. B Company would attack from the west

and € Compoay also from the west it on a fingdr 150 meters south of B
rmpany. ALl ecompanies would be supported by an artlillery prep.

At 0756 hours, as C Compary began hig deliberate move toward Hill 937, He
reported ovement t6 his west and south, Reacting to all such reports,

the Battalillon Commander continually instructed his company commanders to
mave somebody toward the guspected enemy location, to watch the friendly
{lanks, to use maximm reconnaissance by firs, to employ the 90mm and to
keep moving and stay spread out, The Battalion Cowmander kept airstrikes,
gunships, artillery end mortars striking the enemy. 411 fires were brought
in ag closely ag possible without causing friendly casmaltlies, Units ident~
ificd their positions with smoke and the Battalion Commander insisted that
nerking rounds be fired by ertillery and nortars on first rounds and after
each substantial change in deta,

At 0810 hours, B Company, moving east to the north of C Company, reported
receiving one RPG and light AK-47 fire e2nd at 0832 hovrs, he reported
recciving additional RPG and small arms asg wsll as mortar fire,

At 0843 bours, C Corpany reported that he was roving into a bunker complex
on the ailitary crest of the ridge and that he was rumning into smell arms,
RPG's, hand grenades, and cleymores emnloyed by enemy troops from the top
of the ridge,

At 0202 hours, B Company reportod that two of his platoons were in centact,

At 0903 hours, C Compeny reported that hie 3d Platoon had almost reached the
top of the hill but was meeting extremely heavy resistance,

4t 0931 hours, B Company reported that he had his lead platoon on top of
the ridge and that they were recelving extremely heavy fire. At this
time C Company reported movement and enemy fires from around his position,
and he reported that he would have to pull back, The Battalion Commander
approved and, in order not to expose B Company's southern flank, he ordered
them to pull back also, B Company meanwhile reported discovering another
bunker complex guarded by strands of clayfws, bogby traps and command
detonated mines, In addition he reporte e Ry enenmy bodies in the arza
of contact. i e
' Ny e

t 1200 hours the Battaelion Comrander reported to the tz‘igaée.ﬂsg bhzt I;ve"'asb-

:unated there were at least two companies to & battalion of enemy &hie 937,

At 1216 hours, B Company Commander reported that the top of the ridge was
covered with blood, mo}m @ - dead, but that he would
have to wait to glvc afd. aocirate ffgnrstion & E&Le.



APIENDTL £ foniy
Nurirps the vrect of the day, B a: wnics evscuated wounded, recedveac
cepupply and prepared for the = %g. iic enrouiers with the cicay

vero Tewrtad Fn che vicinity of &ﬂpﬁre}‘ /% from woi2h the zoupantze s.rked,

Clez rer piclurse of ctsvelvizs and rnp&gﬁ .
Battels :a Commnder during the aft-rnoon. g\
at €5 and C Compeny at 70. 1Lo; had s-arted=ig
135 resuvectively. The CO crdercd them to establ
o1 she lower LZand informed them that 4 Company Fs
cn whe 15th, He also sent a platocn of B Compeny to &
te aseist with the wounded.,

'"* r KLd's woro sent oo Lhe
3 gori ed kis stxrngth
,“tcm wvith 174 end
Aanin the viclaity
ve C Compan;
ny's location

At 1845 wours, the 3d Brigade Commrder, Iron Raven, visitod the 2,167,
ke staye” for abeut thirsy minutes, telled with some of the troeps and tren
depirted

ciering thls day of fierce fighting by B and C Companies, D Company had
tean veconnoltering the area surrcunding the downed helicopter,

"e 24 Flatoon of A Company, arrived at (714, secured the ~revious day's
wconded, and carried them wack te the upper L2,

~ {.mpany's 1st Platoon was sant Yack to the crash site to obtain the five
bedi.s 1=t there overnight. The <d Platcon reconnoitersd the ridge just

north Dgpi‘;)ha crash site. The 3d Platoon covered the trails in the vicinity
2% +he NP,

Tho 13% Flatovon had moved to.the crash site, secured the bodles and was
ercnat : to the uprer L% by 1400 hours, There had been no sign of the enemy;
but, 04 their return, an RPG attack wounded four., None was seriocus, however,
and the J2toon continued with its evacurtlon mission.

At 1610 hovrs, D Company Commnder 1ni‘ormed the Battalion Commander that
the 1st Platoon would not reach the upper LZ by dark and that he hzd i ven
them instructions t¢ press on until 1830 hours a2t vhich time they werz to
dvop the bodies ond return to the company NDP,

In addition to the 1st Fatocn's w-unded, the 34 Platoon lmd sustainzd six
lﬂ- ﬁbj RPG

A, 1912 hours the 1,/506 semt in WDP's yhich mlaced them aprroxvimtely 2 K's
to the southwest of the 3/187, Un the evening of the 14th of My the 3/137
was disposed as follows: A Compnny, Battalion Head~uarters and Mortars at
¥03209%9; B Compeny(-) at ¥C324982 with 23 Flatoon ambush at Y032)981 and
the 2d and 3@ Platoon ambush at ¥C323982; C Company at ¥C324982; D Corpany(-)
at ¥Y0323990 with twc amhushes at YC323989 and, 0323988 The intention for

15 May was to attaclz Hill 937 again before tfdh cie uld bring in rein~
forcements., A Company was to relieve C Compflsa ;’Osé&t n flank, but
was to atteck more from the south than C CoMpd gy

Since “GOFW nearly

reached the tcp of the hill on the 14th, they werds ck agalﬁ esﬁ ly
in ithe same way due to the lirdted avenues of aprroach té ‘H::fll 99’7 LT

any, ws to oceury the blocking position on vhich the Battalion? F@a 3
was located. D Company, operating to the. northeast, was tc contioune 2 ing

in that area, The 1/506 wis tc move tovard Hill 93'? from the southwcst.
and block enemy rcutes of escape and enemy reinforeing attempts thrcuga
that area.

=r



APTENTTX 6 (15 May) to ANN™ & {BxEdu® fodiiio 1648 Mofifch, Report, AFACHE
SNV 3/187 Operetdors). N .\’.’“\. 5
. S A ‘,7 .

The 134 cf May was the seciaa avvetipu nﬁ%é;g L‘_;

$21r 37, the AF FAC, remorted on station at 0635 hour £
alirgtri%os %3 be plaeccd on the hill, 5% g

Iz the mo.plng, C ani A Comptnies completed thelr exchange of positio
% Towpx v ascu dong the bDlocking positisn cu the hill with the Battalioa

Bee .qoar «.rs, Jortars and A Company in the attack position south of B

Comlla'rr. At s sproxdrately 1200 hours, the :iompanies bepar the move towa=d

1111 937. Tre first contack ?eported wes froa B Company at 1316 hours

E.eny clajuores and command detonatsd mines eausod several T emsuvaltiee,

!* *hig :ame time A Compan, ; though not in contac’, reported that the enemy

vl -aving ¢ cmen’s botween him ard B Company. The Battelion Commandex

oo nated Whe firss of the two companies and gunsghips into the draw netween
‘:-c. ‘rA instructed whem to ke.p abreast of cne another as they moved

sovwn |, The gnemy was employing -+laymores, RPH'g, MG's and wmortars, in -
aciition to emall avms and snipers. B Compeny reported that the enemy was

we.d. dur in and ecamovflaged and that +the US troops recelved the greates:

vo.unc of fire when they were up and attemping to move, indinating the exeellent
train ue ¢l the enemy, Both elements, huwever, zontinued to make stexdy !
“,rogress up the hill, usin. maxirum reeonnajssarce by fire, employirg the

90~ cannigter round, ard croweping morters and artillery to their front and

Jrap g,

. '4LO bours, both gompanies were about 150 meters from the top of the kil
2 * wach had svetained no more than a dozen wounded., At 1400 hours,
hewsver, the ARA once again shot up a friendly unit, This time it way b
Sca.wls command group and resulted in 2 US KXA's and 14 WIAtg, Includag in
th- 20 .rteen wounded were the Company Com:-ander, the FO, RTO's and 1st
S.rgeant.

At 1329 hnurg, tle IP=ttalion Hewdquarters eiea received the first of fcur
RPG ccands spaced =.cut twenty minutes hetween each. Eight persons from
tke hr.idguarters end five from G Compeny were wounded. Ineluded were the
ruiialion Cormander and the S3; neither was evacusted at the tinme,

By 1416 hours, the B “ompany wounc:d were being carried back to the lower
1Z -and another captain (plamnned to replace the S2) had taken command of
B Compeny.

A% 150u hours A Company re-orted he was about 75 meters from the hill top ¢.7
737. B Company wag out of radic contact due to the unfortunate stsike on
its command grovp, At 1572 “ours, A Company reported movement arcund hie,

** 1517 hourg, the Battallon Commander briefed Brigade om the =i tuation

d» explained to Brigar'e tuat e doubted B Company eould reach the top with
1ts command group knocke: out. The new B Copa.ny Commander haed just tasen
ovee ~1d had requestsd that he be allowe’ t@Fagds and sort out whai he
w3, lre Battalion Comman - felt that A bo : m&'ﬁe i el o‘rb B, *ut
Le (id uot want to ;ut a siagle, belov strdbtl. - anthe - :
.. Torcamended that the two companies pull back Mmg
vjrht and let the Air Force contimue to bomb the hill. s W
hu'if?dden




BORGITY T A Mey ) to ANNEX | fMwaardion) Lo After Action Report, APACET
Sk (1/%97 Operations),

Lb O3 hore, Gendor €, (L:v), reporoCéad ffdinr rrl seoutad le aree
visgh 2 (v0 Peadgtaricrs locadion to - udf R, e gpegortad tuo Tires that
Bty

supeuTer’ ‘o be the zasi”t ¢f sscoraary exnBsloms r Sponkr Spmins
1";9 -lifgl‘\-bp

Cn tae norning of the toth, B ard D Coupariea <xrbarged podifs e BT Lnaton: .
B Cowpeir; returred btu tle uprer I7 blockng wositicn and sectred Bfdfhizluru
asli of ki perimeter, D Jowpany, atter a cormplete reeupnly, roved dowr to

the lewer Z,

A 9116 hours, the Battal'on was iforred of the locations for the 1,/50%.
1May it reported two comganics i light coptact. Very little forwm:id
11 gr2ss bad bYeen mede from his NDP's apd, ronsequently, the coordinsted
.80 wa3 postponed until the 17},

Woll> ta two companies gselact.d to make the pex” atiack, D end A Jomvaries,
wae making preparations, the Battalion Corzander continued tu direct
al¢shrikos and artillery on the objective.

Enpineer support eontinued to agsist *the Battalion in enlarging the vprer LZ;
viowing e 350 degrec cleaance for the mortars and generally improviig the
el xn~a5 of the blocking rosition,

At 14" 7 uours, the 24th Coros Commander wisited the Rakkasans and siayed
for abcut an hour,

ihere were no gimifieant esntacts on the 16th., At dark “he unit icection:
worat A Company at ¥C7219(5 with 4 LP's; 3 Company af Y0323939 vitn 2
nriousbesy C Compamy at ¥C320089 with 1 platoon embush; D Company at (03271986
with 1 platcon ambuah,

Tiwl7e skyapots were elearel ir the vieinity of the Battalicn meinly wo Tre
we sk alorg “he border.



AVINTTR & Cenlt

Ae lt2rowr 4 a0 b 'Jox:q.“.;w weo Lraway bazk for L‘e airstmilie, lagy moueied
thg, ohe omemy was counter @ hackiag down 1 Exﬂp’e to “théir- \"SE’E’G‘Q‘AW s

> powny Lo flarik tham.  Tho %TL:”)__ ('

e ‘% ‘?. O‘ & a p"t":;

ire wroe anc t protecy his rear, Nrtilldey b A B e !t %@
ax? oruvght in close to the corpeny. At 1531 zrurs, 4 bompany po -
his ree1 elmment was in contect and &t 1537 hours informed that he had one 1R
Ki* ~n¢ 6 or 7 WIAY3, Av 003 hours, 4 and B Company linked up at the lower
1.2, A

&6 1720 hours, A Company reporived total casualties for the day at 1 XI4 _nd

15 Wi l's; B Company had 2 KIA'gs and 19 WIAtg all but five of B Company's
WLl s were r:aused by the ARA ship. The magnitude of thig misghap could not
be .ruly appreciated at the time. On this day, sustaining moderate cesicl jer,
v 3~.487th rad nearly attained the top of the hill only to have the wozurtum
of e coordinated attack interrupted by the ARA strike on B Company'e
zomr wan gzction, Three days later the 3-187%h was to suffer its 22 weiwt
c1y of casualtics in its third attempt to take the objective. Even though the
b4l was pounded- day and night on the™ 16th and 17th by air, artillery a=?
mo.'.art, oae can only assume from tha ferocity of the fighting on the 18%%L,
a8 compared to that on the 15th, that the enemy rmst have reinforced counsider-
ably‘

At 1520 hours Opooky was requausted for 2000 heurs, and throunghovt the nl.zht
1o b~ emsloyad ou Rill 937 and weast of the headquarters locavicn *cwaid the
Taotioyn norder,

By 12'4 wours all the casualties had bean evacuated, At 2126 hours, E

Conpaly  roported his strength as 65, A Company still had approximately 100

The evening defeocive nositions for 15 May were: A and B Companisd %o ether
at Gh> Jower LZ at ¥C2720986, C Company, Battalion Beadquartere, apd moriars
ocrnoled whe blocking positin at YC320969 with 18t platoon & Compary anbishing
e 10318988, D Coupeny at I0321988 was just northeast of the blockinyg
pesiving vith a piatoer gize anbash 00 meters to the norta of thes NUF,

Soveri) fireballs wero planned at odd tires through the night.

At 230 hours, beigade called w cualirm plans for a cocrdinat:d tad
attack 1sing gas (CS) to be conducted on the 6th ~The concep®. wd,s
o campaniea of 37187 would move toward DEnSAp 3ta to a pos:.tigi o
they could exert- ph@ssure on the enemy andgsk %%i‘: 6 west while

the 1/505 made iti¥ assault from the - e scheme never nad o chrnce
for the 16th, because the 1-506 was too for ﬁ'om the hill- |

By 2300 hours, ¢ Company detectea mo/sment on the perimeter and emplovad
grentles apalinst the suspoeted enemy location, At 2330 hours, C Compinv
again rceportad movioment, The Bolitsuion Uormander cavsioned the JompAny G
refval)y trom usire arull arns or MG's vatil bsclutely nevessary, i
fashiweied thae unit to ba mias hhet they J1id have movement and to ¢onhiz:w
to vwse hand grensden in orgAr to deny the enemy kmovledgs of “he exac” orace
o' the -erivster,



LEPLSDYT 6 Con't

The wcvonent 2t this tine v T %mwe logpee et GIT Tus western edge of thz
pecimeter, At 2320 hours, t.oee o forr enery gremndes, or senparavie e-glesivo
Geslcap, vere hurled ab% the perimcler. The US *rcops responded with xors
had g-enades, At 2400 hours trocps were ordered to ~cntinua  the 1UDY Alaey.
Thir®y wimutus 1 ter wore movewsnt was repergad and 2t 0033 hours severil mors
spal, eateb-l charges or grenades werv U TGyt gowaru 1‘31@"[2>e.cwrra‘c.g;g.1 oL
12 1Wded Fust short and +bere wers no US cabspa Lps 83 calle& EY ?"
e mosted Y0 kaep Spooky on station throlEndH éﬁﬁé?; ‘
tesinmeter roceived sporadic small arms fire. The Bat allo A gy
irstucted the line to put some M.79 fire in the suspected locatlions whiua
o @ wers routh and west of the perimeter, He then asked Brigade to incrcoors
the ro.xme of his H&I fires and to fire his defensive targsts. Fe alro
ol sizad the need for Spooky or ARA,

AL 37 hours, Shadow (C119) with a searchlight fire guide capability a'd
uriaes mimilar to Spooky reported on stetion. The artillery and mor tars

wore cancred and Shadow went to work., At 0240 hours, Hawk 19, a light 'ire
teem »f Cobras, checked in and went to work in conjuction wlth Shadow.

tha-ow, who by now was oriented and plecing accurate and close flres to the
gcuth ard west, merely kept his light on and Hawk 19 wept in under him to shont
in the target area.

While the two were working C Company reported more snamy satchels, MG fire
wvan pilaced into the draw to the west after a gsoldier reported seeins twn of
‘he en oy,

Aboit 0400 hours, Shadow left station (Hawk 19 had already departed) and
¢ artdllery cnd morters resumed until 0425 hours, when Spocky rejorted in
a»” vant %o work,

As late as 0510 hours, C Company continued to report movement. Evidently,

i.f Lo enery had planned en attempt at the perimeter, he decided agains* it
wvhen confron*ed by the alert responge of the troops to his movement and the
corbinucus mix of air and indirect fire supprort. 1st ligh* check revealed

4 enery KTA,



AFPPENDIX 8 (17 May) to ANNIL (e éine—ridens 1

us¢tion Report, APACHT
SNOW (3/187 Operations).

The night passed quietly w.uh no enemy con 4 ' wgra observed o
311 937 and artillery ¢nd moistars were adjuste

A&t D85. hours, the Baltalicn Heacguarters received Locatié%éﬂﬁ??; 1565
A C.apany ~-4@ Battalion Headquurte:n at YC328969; B Company at 2
énd C Company at YC327965,

Tic 17505 had gained abourt 300 meters i'rom the previous day's position,
Lut tley were still too far away to be considered in any imrediate plan
fo1 a coordinated attack with the 3/187th,

£% 0910 hours, Bilk 35, the AF FAC, reported on statlon with fighters

(¢ rying 400C pound fuze delay bombs_. With im in the aircraft was a 3/137th
¢35 who had been up the hill, It was hoped that he eould point oui

Lo ? 2 T4C the precise logations on the hill t at the enemy was comsentrzating

Vet lg znses,

At 2038 hours, the Battalion Gommander's gallsign (BlackJack) was transmiktad
an1 repaated on the battalion net, The voice was obviously that of o
Vietnemese, It was assumed to be the =znemy and Brigade was

notified.

At 1724 hourg, Bpigade condueted an artillery CS test fire on Hi11 937,

in. 7055 hours, as the third airstrike o the day began, A Company Commzander
rjorted that he daw an enemy body tossed into the air. From the Battalion
derdquarters location, one eonld obeerve also what appeared to be bodies
susiendzad froo irees.

At 1220 hours, locations for the 1/506 showed that their two lead companies
had only progressed 2 hundred metera since their 0850 hours report.

Throughout the day newamen srrived on the scenel

At 1300 henrs, the Battalion 53 asked for & report on the progregs of the 1/506,
BErigade jnformed hin ®hat they were in essentially the same locatdons and that
their A Qompany was vénning into stiff resistamce from ememy in bunkers,

Once again the coordln&Qed attack was postponed, pending forward progress

by the 1/506,

Mcanwhile the 3/187 stored extra ammnition, to inelwde eonenassion and CS
gwenades, at the lower LZ, Additio-al flak jacketa were distributed to the
~ompanies distined to maks the attack on the 18th, Defenses at the blocking
position were imrproved and RIF!s were sent out to the west, northwest and nortb.
ecast,

Muring the afternoon, A and D Company Cormanders, with a platoon each,
reconnoltered forward to the hill in order to determine a position from

which they could best suppo—t the impending atteck by the 1/506. It was
agreed by both cormanders that they would simply have to move up the hill
witdl cirtact was made before they could exeTrf,any & preclable pressure on tho

coemy's defenses, 1 ‘ g ; ﬂ




APPENDIX 8 Con‘t

Botia platoons roiurned befox: dark and at 1730 hewrs D Compary Coumarder
reported hearing a burst o! AK47 fire that was drriola 33y shot up in ths air,
Ha pre zumed that 5 was 10 eacry OP ajort aign * A B ﬂ’a ﬁ’

= 1 7, iv[. =

1% 57, hours, the Battalion Headyue ters recetved theodbed

rocest s, Thay landsd abeuabl thre~ lwndred netevs wovihwest of’%&pﬁ 7?; ﬂ
hcwever, and thers were ro costalties, g

A, 2020 Lcurs, the Brigads S2 informed the Battalion S2 that the ensmy
azcup ing F11L 637 were frém +the 20th NVN Regirent,

T™¢ NDP's for the 3/187 were essentlally the same as they had been on the
“#h, Anbush end LP locations, of course, were varied some,

b~ 2753 tmrg, NDP's were received for thc 1/506 watch showed thum to té
gy~ oy were ot 1300 hours.

wleh this knowledpe, the Batitalion 53, after donferring with the Battalion
Georosrder, called Brigade and mede a strong reco—mendation that on the
friiowiag day the 3/187 not attempt to go in alone again should the 1/506
Lot show morae wrogross. It wes agreed that the mission for the two 3/187
(Lorvanies was to support, by fire, as the 1/506 attacked from the scuthwest.
rf']:c. Battelion S3 explained that when the order was given to move, A and D
Comna.nies would move forward to make contact and continue to move forward until
they tcro exerting pressure on the enemy's defenses, They would attempt to
not hecome decksively engaged wntil the 1,/506 was in position and ready to go

;s the pill,

&t 2130 Lours, Spooky 12 arrived and he wag dirceted agalmgt H11l S37 and
*hp PFidge tunning wokt frit tho bSlocldng position to the border.



APPENNIZ © (18 Muy) to ANNFY € (Exscuticu) to After Aetion Report, APACHE
SNGW {3 ’19"’ “peravinng)

Another Spocky came on statiun et 0453 hours, and worked wntil 0538 hours.
The nisht was unever tiul, however,

At 023C houzs, Bill: 1Z an AF FAC, reportedy didis¥aticn,

At (75 hovrs, asseult 27, a helicopter “Beadt ‘reﬂﬂ%pﬁi@anh gﬁgcﬁ
and vhat anpcarec' to be a 1secently g grave two kislometers te < st

of b~ buralking positdor in ths area that Spooky Lad Leen firing’ thgbrpast few
nig}_ts \‘,

¢ Crmpsav  evorted at 0315 hours, that they had departed their ND‘P‘wluere
movinyg to thels attack positior,

X—Bri_z‘ta inrorsid the Battalion Commender of the sequence of events for the
aebt cy:
18t - oy o 0830 hovrs, airstrikes av gnprort of each battalion.
2d - 085G t> 0930 hours, artvillery register on the hill,
3d - 0S00 to 0905 hours, artillery CS prep.
4th - U905 to 0925 hours, regular artillery prep.
5th - 09.)5 hours, troops move out,

The sciledule was a flexible onme and was immediately slipped.~ The airstrikes
were put in for the 3/187th, finishing at 0914 hours. The artillery regls-
tration begen at 0915 hours, and lasted about 20 minutes. The first rounds
o2 CS ware on ‘ae ground at 0940 hours., The CS round acecuracy was pool,
hoirever, and mest of them lanied ia the vieinity of A Company loecat-2 in an
attack position thr:e to fcur huncred rmevers scuthwest of the rcglstmation
area, This was not the catastrophe ore might think, The gas prep was sparse
and would probably have had little offect on the enemy even if it had been
on target., The day was bright and clear and there was a gentle breege of £
tc € bacte from the southwest. so tue gas dldmft linger.

At 0955 hours, Brigade informed that the CS prep would be contimied dispensing
the gas from efixrcraft.

At 0957 hours, A Conpany reported receiving RPG's and small arns fire from
the soutnwest,

Shertlr after 1000 hours, the «DC, Baykeyc, made the decisicniou curtarl the
use of gas and atart the artillery prep; it began at 1010 Lours, The
arvtillery prep lasted for fifteer mimrtes with the lasgt roands on the ground
at 1025 bours, By thig time D and A Coapanges had moved io within 20N mcters

Xof the Milltop, & Cempory had reportad light contact and A Company had
been _cceiving fire on his right flank frem tlie northern side of “hc ridge to
hs southyest, This was the : ridge that 3 Scmpany 1/506 was suprosed to Lc
attacking over but 21l anits of the 1/50€ were too fux away to Le cf
aasistance, Th~ Battalion Cormeuder, alrborne im a LOH, @

to move te the northern edge of the ridge 1 msﬂon in o::de:r‘,
Hint S lot 4o
&@aﬂf ¥ recon cy fi-e

eover from the fires to his southwest. The
to A Corpany's north and A Company was inst
to bis Jeft tlank as he roved up,



LAPTENDIX 9 Conrlt

5% 1058 hours, D Company reported thal fe wers 750 o 200 meters from the
top, and was maintaining o keavy volufid of ¥ire on the enamy in suprort of
the 1/506 but the volume of enemy fire waf didor&Zsing,-

At 1059 hours, the following locations fO¥ #4504 ware raca wved:  A'AHY G
with the Headquarters, wera at YC328968, one hundred mbterg back g §
l2at forward most plat; B Company 1/506 was at YC320973, a ﬁf\so i gf
reters but still a kilometer from A Company 3/187th. Included with this
roport of thelr locations was the message that they were receiving srall
armg and BF5's but were making gocd progress.

red

At 1103 hours, D Company reported seceing NVA "all around him" and that he

was "shooting them up”, A Company reported at 1104 hours, that his lead
elament had yet to make hard comtact., At 1105 hours, D Company Comrander
personnally confirmed two NVA dead, At 1128 hours, however, D Corpany reported
receiving a heavy volune of spall arms and automatic wegpons fire, RPG's

and claymores and thet he was taking heavy casualtics. Most of the fire

vas coming from the trees on the northern edge of the bombed out area on the
hilltop and from bunkers to his front,

At 1137 hours, A Comy repcrted being about 75 maters from the top and
firin {n suprort of 1/506,

The following report ceme from the 1/506 at 1141 hours: B-1/506 Had
‘noved only 100 meters and is receiving fire from all sides - cortars, small
arns end RPG; A Company 1/506 is also in contact,

At 1142 hours, D Conmpany CGormander reported that he waa bit bad and was
taruing over cormand to his 2d Platoon leader. Eventually, all of D
Compeny's officers were wounded,

At 1150 hours, both companies were receiving a heavy barrage of 60 and 82rm
rortar fires., The Battalion Commander enlled for artillery on the suspected
sites, which were on the eastern side of Rill 937, and also rsquested an
girstrike on that area, )

By 1151 hours, 4 Company reported incoming small arms and RPG and reorted
imat his 1st platoon leader had been hit.

AL 1158 hours, Bilk 35 the AF FAC, who had put so many strikes en to Dong
Ap Bia, reported in and anncinced thst he would have some fighters
opverhead in about 15 mimites,

At 1130 hours, € Company departed the Lower L2 to carry ammunition up to
D Company and elsc to sarxy baek casualties to the lower LZ, C Comnany also

hed a be prepared rdssion to pass thrcugh D Company and take up the attack on
ordevr.

At 1202 hours, C Company was receivinz automatic weaf 16 B
that he hed o platoon leader hit, At 1206 hours, C CgmpBngiFe

z
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Be waslplnned down and rvecelwdrg FRE #n? nortar fire, The Battalion Commendse,
above in & I0H, ordered him %o sprsad his nen out, get mov1np and get
tre amvunition up to D Compang,

The mejority of the fire on Company C was coming Pm% eﬂge of‘g
vidge munplng northwest off the hill. The Batralion o <

nertars into the arsa and called for pore artillery into the same p'Laoe. UH EE’-.W

S5 .
hﬁ

At 1213 bonrs, Assault 26 & (LPT) out a strike inlc the area from which .
Company was receiving most of its firs; about threc huadred metars fren his
positicn on an azimudh of 300 degrees, ‘

At 1214 hours Bilk 34, FAC, was overhead with fighters.

crpany reported agein at 1218 hours, that he was receiving o heavy
volume of fire, The Battalicn Comrander told hiw to hold fast; not try to
meTe forward; and thet C Company was om the way up to reinforce him, to resupply
amwo, and easist with bhis casualiies. Oy thls tiwme, B Company, tco, had a
platoon carrying emmuniticn to the lower LZ, It was elso to aseist with
the securi’y of that area and help with the evacuation of the wounded.

At 1229 hours, while the platoon was enroute, the ARA unknown to be in the
area again shotup the frieadlies., One man was killed and four men wounded from
3 honuany rlatoon. At thls point, the Battalicn Commander ordered the ARA o
out cf wis area.

Meonuwtile, G Company enrounte to D Company's location, reported a continouvs
volurte of mortars, RPG's and amall arms coming at hims left flank from the north.
Fe was atill pushing toward to D Company, but the forward progress was ditfieunlt,

At 1231 hours, A Company reported that he had eight WIA's and was holding in
place, He had alrcady dispactebed an arno resupnly party to the lower LZ.

At 1239 hours, the Battalion Cormander, who had landed to allow his LOR to
refuci, was airborne agein., He immediately started adjusting the wortars in
closur to his companies had the artillery moved to make it more effective,
and demonded that C Campany spread out, put out a greater volume of fire arnd
nve faster up to D Company's location,

At 1251 hours, bilk 35 put an airstrike lnto the front of A Conmpany's position.
Tee appreach was & difficult one for the jets bescausc of the disposition of
“riendlies, but the pilots did a2 nagnificant job., This time, with the FAC

end Battalion Cormmander in the air working together, they managed to put

the strlike precisely where it was needed,

‘For th»s next half hour the conpnonieg held in positlon and the enemy war hilt
with a concontreted nix of napalm strikes, gunships, nortars and artillery,
8o well as a pexirum volume of US amell arms, MG, M-79 LAW, wad 90mt, At
1321 hours C Co reported thet he had one of his reinfor01ng units linked up
with D Compeny and that another was right behind with ammundition. The
Battelion Commonder ordered hinm to move up persomally and take what remained
of D Compeny under his comrwind., Be "rogered" ag= 4

had just been hit,

3
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At 1336 hours, the Battalion Commsnder roturned to the Headquarters location.
Incidentally. at the bloclking positior there wog a clearing on the sountiesgst
side of the nill £~~~ whici: the entire 3/187 effort could be observed. Though
not the egame as being in a ILOH, it was a good ground-observation and control
positien, '

At 1350 hours A Company, who by mow hed effected his mrumundties sesupiBg g
reported thit he was still receiviny RPG'g, wmortars and amall arms, At 1357
heurs, the Brigede 53 informed the Battalion Commander that A/2/506 would arrivo
later in “he afternoon to reinforce the 3/187.

oy Bitalicn 93 Wipt a4 eoltinmesl chash on the progress of the 17506, hopihg
for sete progress in that lrertisn to take the presyure off the guide of tag
3/187. Throushout the day, however, the 1/506 Porward PROBLESS WaS S,
Evideatl - F/%/50¢ Lad mads a heavy contaet and had moved off the ridge to the
sou’* wesl of A/3, 17 and had gone east to join the main body of the 1/506.
This action was unkrown te the 3/187.

Iith casualties beginning to mount, assistence frow the 1/506 not fortucoming,
"&28, udding to the diffjculty, a torrent of rein falling, the Battalion Com-
mander recommended to Brigade thet be once more pull bzck the 3/187 to avoid
*aking unacceptable casucltiss. His recommendation was approved by the Brigace
Sommruder and at 1432 hours on the 18th the throe companies reporited that they
use pulling back. A Company was to hold initially and support by fire o
¢+ {ront of D and C Companies while they withdrew. All Companies, hcwsver,
contim 22 to have contret with the enemy as they were pulling back. The
enumy verTe ir trees along *he ridge to the north and northeast of A& and C Com-
toies and iz the draw between those two and A Company. Airstrikes, artillery
and meriany, W accitizn to the fires of the ground troops, got the companies
tack down the hildd

at 1437 hours, tae Battalion Commander brief.:d the ADC, Hawkeye on the situation
It was agreed that the enery must be reinforeing congiderably from aceross the
border, As the enemy KIA's wore wearing clean new uniforms and steel helmets
anu gis aesk:,

At 1456 hours, the Battalion reported from Brigade 21l posible air support
for the night i.e. Spooky, gunships, ARA,

It wag felt that the cnemy, having previously attacked the 3/187th's blocking
position, might try sttacking there zgain in order w divert uthtenticn from
Dong Ap Bia, BEven during daylight the troops menning this positlon, who wsre
not taking rest breaks, were kept nlert, OP's were manned and squad RIF's

were gent out three to four bundred meters in all dirsctions. Speradic contacte
by the headquarters and blocking unit was experienced. Included in the reg-
usst at 1456 hours, for air support, wes a request for increased MEDEVAC's, A
heavy rain was falling, visgibility was less than 20 meters, and the northern

A Shou was soaked in. US WIA's wore lying on the L2 and a reported 15 to 26
more yere on the way. Sixty three wers sventually evacuated.

At 1526 bhours, the Battalion Commander, 2/506, arrived at 3/187 Hegﬂauéxﬂ!FE
in order to dlscuss the arrival or hls A Company. in aboubt one heoup .

4
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ATO1EDT Loura, the first MEDEPLC Jopa~™ed +he aces, JThrough breaks in the
weather, ug2 of TOG snaps, tie JOT anR ar ofker deruse I PDivisien Commander?s
‘lsolicopter; all the vw1ded -are ovasueted bteibweslamk,

&t 7525 hours, Tmmnder 4 ICH reported that he had evacvatsd 211 the setmms
“4Ii%ta from A, C, nnd U Comnanies enc was starting to evacuale the KIA's,

< wemé ey this yoint abuv the LOH shuttle, bovween the upper Bud lower AR
Js approp.iate. Toel LOW 2rd dts pilots were of invalucble assistance *o the
2/187th deriag the opsration, Thonder 44 (and ntheri) “ceame a a&llsmg..\ to
volfy the whole effort In tae dark, ir tho ruin, threvgh indirvect fire
on*o La'es and FZ2's reoceiving fire, they performed in a uwwost conrageocus
maer.16er. The lower .7 was loczat d ahout 400 neters to the southangt of tbn
w7 LZ. T e the key intermzdiate asea tetween the main LZ and the objec-
wwe, weyls could bring sup “ice, key pereonnel, sud arrmo only as far as the
upees L2 The MEDEVAG's cowld 1end cnly oo tae uwposr LZ, Coucequertly, 3%
£511 ¥ she LOh to shuttle wounded and irreriately needed itams betwecn. (e
tv) L2°s. On peay oceaslors, when time aad the situation demanded; “he T3U
koverzd rishy Gowm into tle erea wherc the cemreries vere c‘uack...lw, iz ordar
ro dolsvar critically needud lters.

The firs’ ckips with the trocps of 4/2/506 arrived cn the vprer Lz at ié
and warce coavleted by 1725 houre, Between 1lifts of the A/2/‘=06 tne Div

Cornapdor, “acky Eagle, steoped in to vieit with the Rakk2sans and stoys

chour 3% piuutes, Jt was a tinely visit e1d geve vhs officers and ren of
/387 L greut brost,

U acura,
2sioa
for
* the

= ua l-' )

AT 1€45 houre, the Pettzlion Cormander wee informed thet scme US Kihiz ewd
josgibir WIAY 4 hagd been left cn Hill 937 when D and € Companles pulled bhack,
Tbe sSettalion Commander orlered C Company Commander to go bacl up and got
them, aftor both wunits had rendered an accurate accounting.

At 1742 bours, A Conmpany -erorbtc’, thot his men tad r en. arhed 1324 iny el leart
%5 of ‘he enery, b’ that k2 "3 nov zanTagsed 211 =2 his triopa ;,'e.h

Specdy 11, FAC, had fiphters with 1000 pourd boabz, -t 1751 hours, ani
continted psunding 9ill 937,

Lt 1300 aours; the rellowing casszlly fipmread were reporied to the Fattalion
Coraander: C Conmpany WIA 27; KIA 173 D Cempany WA 233 KTA 10; MT4 12¢
A YO P A \‘m 1C JuA (

Tz covrected battalion ‘t/otale wore: Wl (hostile) 60, (Fricuwdly) 4, motel
Wik A4, TUIL (hostiwe) 13, (friend?y) 1, tetal KIA 14,
4t 1350 hours, thz Batielion 82 sent the enemy cesmalty figures, irflichad
tw TETIL woops, *o the Brizde 52, A Towmpuny 27 XAy T Sompany Foaes (
Veapeny 22 FlA; T Comnary €3+ SIA, “
- "ﬁ X

At 1931 howse, ths Batielics Fe-dquirtecs pogision idie k\f&*i .

sary vouads (quaw,med axm) frem ths w 1@&%31. a.n e di% %‘%% . 600
zoters, Mortars wors alrealy teid on wh %@%-ﬁé{)&mﬁa Rmedis ta.
“he artillery, which wog LﬂLng» in DTts a-~porthaent, 2l ealdy nud
date fir tlhe wspeched arca from.prewlenmmiFits Mortar i ertillery

L

ten
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2’ ras raiued cn the tarset for oy, “olawuy ten miraics, receiving ro further
flre, ‘le crery nortor wis. P be) SakbEng . in cnemy rounds had
fullen short, and th.re werc o U3 caswalil cugm ...

| 2 f i1 1 g Ll T TR

Snooky came on/staticn at 2003 hours, but « FEFEried rinutes later 16 por 4

work for the 1/506 as they were renoried to ¥ i W_- WL GEPT R
o v b E??

ity for the 3/187th on 1€ May were: A Cuompany at YC322983, with amb-
¥22’983; C Company and D Compeny at YC3239%4; B Company and A/2/505 wers
> he merimeter at{ the blocking position, YC320989,

L "rmpany occupied the northern half of the perimeter with a platoon aiz:
ana:h to the north (YC3209%1), and A/2/506 occupied the southern poriion
w. ) o platoon sixe ambush to the west (¥C318988).

<t 2711 hours, the Battalion Commender reminded Brigade that Spooky was no
Loz er -rking for the 3/187th and requested that the 1/506 keep hi~ on their
st ie o the firs enordination line (FCL) so that the 3/187th could continue
uith It's fire support program, FCL's using the 97.8 ond the 32.8 grid lines
had heor eutablisghed.

Lt 2225, the Brigade discussed the multi-battalion operations for the 19th

a1¢ 0t with the Battalion Commander, Fssentially these plens were tc commit
twe additional battalions into the Dong Ap Bia campaign, Around noon on the
9ta, “he 2/501 wonld be combat assaulted into an LZ approximately 1500 meters
ceizeurt of Hill 937 and the 2/3 ARVN would be combat assaulted into an LZ
aopwoximately 2000 meters southeast of the hill, All four battallens would

ve in position by dark on the 19th and early on the 20th they would attack the
N R
A% 2332 hours, the Battalion Commander informed the companies of this plan

and requested they confirm their strength figures, The following were reported:

A Compony 83; B Compeny 78; C Compaiy 76; D Company 57; and A Company 2/506 g,



APEEDIX 40 (12 May) to ANNFY £ (Execuiioa) to After Action Report, AFACUHE
850W 1% /M87 Operations),

J-adoy cams on gtatin at CHef hours and wtked Ska EE4T and border region.
whtle working just efst of the border, about ToOG #wtdrs<to the west of tue
3718745, he vcoperted several fairly big ses ;t%?%f?kﬂloéiod@}if?ﬁig*wgéﬁﬁigg
samz awva i1 which Spooky rep: rted secondarfcsicn’ 2 previbus nighity. & @. &y

9 Ko U B ff gkgﬂ#é%igtg ﬁié;ig;

2y >tg vent in on suspected infiltration routes thrcughout ght.

.~ *rocpA on t e LZ perimeter continued with thc 100/50,"100% alert schcdule
art1 fiyed thelr fireballs, The righv, was guict.

Ag CA18 hours, Speedy II, FAC, repsrted that he had a set of flghters inbound
witi W3puke and Nape!, ETA 0630 houvs, :

Av Cc 57 hours, A Company Com-e. der cautioned that gemeone had been popping
parpl: aroke eontinously sirce tie FAC wascn station, A check was made through
B:id¢ with all wunits in the area. No b:dy was presen ly marldng anything
wisa purple amoke, All friemdlies in the immedicte area had mrked with

amoth, tat nova vmsg using prir’a ,

At 9713 ho rs, Speedy II anncunced another set of fighters on station,

Assault 24, LFT, who had bean working since 0704 ho rs, reported sighting more
purple smoke on the ridge linc 300 meters southwest of 4 Company.

Speedy finished hls airstrike at 0738 hours, and left the 3/187th area to put
in a strike for 1-506,

On 19 May, there was & total of seven airstrikes put on the eastern slopes anc
or. top of Hill 937, in support of the 3/187th. Also, Assault (IFT) roamecd the
area 2ll day drawlng the enemy's fire and engnging him.

Early in the morning, C and & (3/187th) Company Commanders were brought up
+o the Battelicn Headquarters whera they met the Company Commander, A/2/506,
411 were briefed on the plens for the remainder of the day and the attack on
the 20th, Each was given an aerial VR of the objective,

D Conpany wes brought to the uorer LZ and 4/2/506 replaéed it at the lower LZ,

The Battalion Gommander intended thet, during the day, the three companies
~repare completely for the attack and be in thelr attack posltiong and dug in
hy nightfnll, On the 20th, A/2/506 was to attack up the northern face of the
Fill into the treecs from which D and C Compe ies had recsived the majority

«T their fires on the 18th, C Company, in the middle, was to attack on
:anrrally the same line of advance thet they had used in reinforcing D Company

.on the 18th, 4 Company which had sustained only light casualties on the

18th, was t» take the southern flenk but attempt to keep its forces

protoctod Zrom the anticipated enemy fire from the southwest,

j*?rdors were to move deliberately; Ss BOLD and take cut all
raalstance to the flanks, 12 ' '




APPENDIX 10 Con't

The rest of the morning was used to stockﬁiléti'in‘if"‘4e¢ the lower LZ;
check every man going into the atteck for a fila éﬁd’zeﬂerallﬁ.g%wa
and prepare for the impending assault on Hi 3

At 0925 hours, the Brigade S3 informed the Battalion Coma.ndor %ﬂig:hg @
had a lielicopter crash (not 2s a result of ememy action) on it's PZ and to
hold off moving 3/187th elements, Actually, the 3/187th units bad more than
enough tire to meet vhatever plan that evolved. The distances to the thres
units! atteck positions were not more than an hour for C and A Company and
only slightly longer for A/2-506.

It was alrcady apparen that even with the whole dey at thelr disposal some
of the other battalions might not be at their assigned ID's by dark.

For the troops of the 3/187th and attached A/2-506, the 19th was a tire to get
got jr.st as they wanted for the attack.

The Rokkasan mortarmen, however, guided by the Battalion Conmander, who was
sometires at their ground position and 'sometimes in a 10H, spent the whole
day firing into suspected enemy locations and obtaining data for specific
points on the hill that would be fired as the companies moved forward the
following day. From their two tubes they fired more than three hundred rounds
of 81mm on the 18th and again on the 20th; plus another 70-80 WP each day.

At 1050 hours, D Company reported seeing one NVA body fly through the air

due to an air strike on hill 937, Another body could be seen hanging from a
tree. DBy this time the formerly triple~canopied top of Dong Ap Bia was bald
and with ezch airstrike and each arty prep the canopy peseled back more exposing
the shells of bunkers destroyed by the pounding.

At 1155 hours the Brigade S3 informed the Battalion Commander that the artillay
prep for the 2/3 ARVN LZ would begin at 1230 hours and c~ntinue for 15 rinutes.
He confirmed the LZ location as YC341976. The 2/3 ARVN would assault with 550
troops., Upon the completion of their assault, the 2/501, with 500 tro-rs,

wo 13 be inserted at YC333991,

At 1238 hours, A Company 2/506, while maneuvering into their attack position,
reported engaging 2 sniper in a tree in the vicinity of YC322985,

At 1306 hours, the Battalion Commander instructed B Compamy #o RIF about
1000 meters tc the west and ot 1345 hours, two patrols departed.

From 1416 homra untll 1521 hours, the Battalion Comrander was airborne in a
I0H, flying low over Hill 937 to get a good lock at enemy positions eand to
egssess the effects of the US fires on them,

4t 1421 hours, the Briga‘e reported that the 2/3 ARVN would complete their
CA into the LZ at YC341976 in approximately ten mimutes, Their LZ w=s cold,

As a visual recognition symbol, the ARVN troops womld be wearing red and yellow
arm bands.

The Battalion Commander, 3/187 while dirfldhs

Hotdn Naii tars from tre
10H, ca_’L'Led at 1432 hours to i.ustmct the ;*" 3

2
v
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Though these two battalions, =rid em Yhe ROLEEGm ¢ battalions, converged
on tre game general area, there was no major gnoblém of ihcident.with fires as
limived by this FCL,

At 1447 hoursj. the Erigade S3 ahnounced that th 2/3 ARVN LZ‘cdﬁpEéEidhE&ﬁma
was 1430 hours, and that the 2/501 would begain their CA shortly.

The 2/501 made their assault later in the aftermoon onto & cold L2 and
commenced their RIF to the south toward Dong 4p Bia.

The 1/506 bhad reported to Briga.e, at 1600 hours, that its B Company was at
¥G327973 and that its A Company in that vicinity also had made no centact with
the enerry that day.

4% 1611 hours, A/2-506 confirmed that they had killed the sniper fired on
e').I']_ieI' =

Skyspots were cleared at 1715 hours; with the 3/187th requesting priority for
three on the border to the west, ARG lights and akyspots were planned for
nunercns locations on this night as they had been for other nights during the
operation,

At 1750 hours, A Company reported hearing an enemy mortar several hundred
meters from their location (YC324984) on an azimuth of 210 degrees, The area
was frmediately pounded by counter mortar fire and even auallly

by artillery. The enemy rounds did not fall om amy of the 3/187th locations,
At 1915 hours, B Company reported spotting several NVA carrying a morter

et YC314993 or abcut 300 meters to the NW of the upper LZ, The enemy force was
taken under fire by MG's, morters, and artillery and was not seen or heard frem
again,

At 2046 hours, the 3/187th received NDP's for the 1/506:¢ A Company at
Y0327974; B Conpany at YG324976; C Company at YC327968 also Battalion

Headquarters. Thelr forward progress had been about 100 meters from the
previous NDP'g,

Barlier, Brigede had sent coordinats|to dictate forwerd progress for lines
of departure (ILD) that the four battalions would maka by derk on the 19th,
These were: 3/187th from the NW YC326989, Thie« wes well behind the forward
progress of the att~ched A2/506's forward progress. The other attacking
tompanies, of course, were aiready poised at the bottom of the hill,

2/501 fron the NE Y(331989 they hzd insevted about o kilometer N& of this in
the mid to late afternoon and did not quite make their ID by dark. Their NDP
was in the vicinity of ¥C339975,

The 2/3 ARVN were to reach YC339975 and didld edsily.

The 1/506 were to reach YC328079 and they were there at night TEIT Jhidsnidotn,
On the ni%ht_of 19 May, elements of the 3/187tk were disposed as follows:

A Company(-) at YC324984 with the Tst Platoon ambush at Y032398/ and 2d
Platoon anbush at YC323983, they employed 2 LP's.

3
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. € Oraprny locoted in & comhined pesitlon with A%ﬁ& thad $ts -3 g ¢ 3
srbrshin: &t Y0325983, C Conpary —ut out ondiedDier,sd8d Bibng

D Cospany otill at the lower LZ, employed ome LP, D Company ‘s mission for
the 20th was to provide gecurity for the lower LZ and provide arsmnition and
casurl Dy carrying parties in supmort of the attacking companies,

B Conpany manned the biocking rosition,
Af2/506 was st YC326987 vith 3 1P's.

Gererally this is the way the four battalion were displaced on the night of
18-20 Mey:

Tha 2/501, to the NE still had a mile of rough uphill terrain to climb
berorz they reached the hill top; they wers not to make it on the 20th, until
scveral hourg after the Rekkasans,

The ARVN troops, a kilome%er or better to the SE, had en easier approack and
vith 1ight resiptance weuld —each tha eastern side of the hilltop sbovt 2
uours arnd a heif after H-Hour,

The 1/506, to the SW, in the general vicinity of the past few days, were to
contimuc at about the sane rate on the 20th, Their caruealties on the 20th; bowe
ever would bs their heaviest of the coperation.

The 5/187th units, in a position up tight to the epemy's main defenses,
had Dongz Ap Bia's western face coming at them in the night. Tomorrow they
would sit on top of Hill 937 approxirately two hour after H-Hour.



APPENDIX 11 (20 May) to ANNEX C (Execution) foiffter Action Report,
APACHE SNOW (3/187 Operations)

At 0001 hours, on the 20th of May; Yhesdmme entrythaf had been entered
R o & .
for the past nine days was made qned more: Journal oyenbdgiaég§;jgpgtxnug§

operationg in assigned A0 vicinity of the & Shau Valley,

The first daylight activity wes Stand-To, it began at 0530 hours, and
relaxed at 0600 hours, Defensive fires were included in this Stand-To,

Speedy 11, FAC, reported on station at 0633 hours, with his usual wares:
shake and naps.

Enemy fire from small arms cracked over the Battalion CP area at 0634 hours, .
a. if to tell the 3/187 thet the enemy was still there. The perimeter returned
"ire to the suspected locations west of the upper LZ, Brigade was asked

i send a pink tean out to take & look, A pink team already on the way,
arrived at 0640 bours, and was asked to scout west of the upper LZi

Ingtructions were passed to the perimeter to periodically shoot up trees
and other possible sniper locations for the next ten to fifteen minutes.
Meanwhile, the Bn CO hed put in the airstrike. An explosion, followed
imrediately by the cry for "medic", interrupted morning shaving at 0705,
One of B Company's LP's was hit by the shrapnal of an RPG firsd from a
draw to the northwest of the upper LZ. The area was shot vp and a zquad
RIF gent out to investigate, reported negative contact. A MEDEVAC wos
bought in and the evacuation was corpleted by 0735 hours.

Aarther airstrike had since begun against Hill 937, and Assault 28, LFT,
was vorking to the west.

At 0745 bours; A Compeny 27506, reported that his troops had killed one
enenty soldier. The enermy KIA had walked directly up to their perimeter
corrying a grenade with the pin pulled and they fired him up with small
arms. He didnt't appear te be on dope. He had no insignia, In his
posseasion were a tobacco pouch, song bosks, and & paper with what
appeared to be coordinates on it.

Two ships Inbound at 0810 ho'rs, with newsmwen, At 0813 hours, Speedy 11
reported on station with the 3d of 7 airstrikes for the 3/187 on D-Day. At
0904 hours the Brigade S3 informed the Battalion Headquarters that the
artiliery prep would bsgln in two minutos.

At 0917 hours, the Brigade 83 informed the Bn $3 to instruct the 3/187 units
"to hold in place once contact with the enemy was made and to wait for the
coordinated move of the 1/506 and the 2/501 before contimiing the assault
on Hill 937, The Brigede Commander wovld give the order to move out,

‘At 0942 hours, the Brigade S3 informed the Bn CO that there was mortar fire
falling too cloge to the 2/3 ARVN, The CO informed Brigade that they were
not the 3/187 mortars as they were not firing,

At 0950 hours, the 2/3 ARVN, reported mortar fire falling to their front and
rear, At 0958 hours, with two nminutes P Samtdllery prep remaining, the

Bn G) passed last minute ramindors to S Sardo¥ He ams particularly
anxdous for A4/2/506 to get fires into bEyaEa gﬂ”:’ 36 (05 Compagy s front.
The artillery soemed to increese in intensitydés “‘og%.éﬁgﬁbﬁp;"éftg‘ e fires
which included 105, 155, =nd S-dnch were occurate and™Inkersg. ; /

the best artillery effer¥ widiescd NP The 37720 Buring the entd

1 girep ves
The troops by now were standing in the door,

Pgrations
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A1l Wore flak jackets and had more than two bag c. 18t ¥4 ammunition.
Concussiorn and CS grensdes were also carried. g did mot realize at the
time, but only one man, a soldier from 4/2/506 would%d# refirsthat day,
Not a men balked and at 1000 hours, when the word came Piffy/Brigads that
the artillery prep was over, they assaulted the hill.

At 1003 hotirs, the Battalion Commander requested that Brigade hav§¥§h§y /3
ARVN mark their lead element with purple smoke and the lead element, d}5
mark with yellow, He requested that they use those colors exclusively and'!
that they keep out continous smoks,

The 3/187 units had met only light resistance by 1015 hours, and continued
pressing up the hill behind their mortar fires, Still, the Bn CO, overhead
in a 10H, cautioned thsm to getl spread out, stay alert, recon by fire, and
by~pass nothing on their immediate flanks.

By 4020 hours, the 3/187 was 125 meters from the military erest of the hili,
The 2/3 ARVN to their southeast, wers zlso making fast gains toward the top.

At 1027 hours, the Bn CO reported that all 3/187 units were abreast, approx-
imately 100 meters from the military crest of the hill, and still climbing,

Br 1031 hours, A/2/506 reached the first bunkers on the northwestern face
of t-e hill, They repnried wo vesistance. Stiil they were Snatmucied to
appreach the structures carefully and decvroy them befoce mowing beyorc them.

The imstinal Jull was deceptive and at 1035 hours, the battle of wills began
once rore. © Cormany weporting rece. ving RPZ's. The Bn CO urged him to
coonter with his Gmm and to pregs auickly for the militery crest which was

s fban 50 molers from bkim, The enemy was still on lhe hill ia ferco,
bruaver., and 2t 1037 hours, D Company reported receiving heavy zcubematic
wearmis Jire.  1ne YBa CC irstrneted hin to pet suporesgive fires intw the
auturatic yoopons positisn and holé in place wtil A/2/506 moved farther up
to hit the enewr fionk,

A/3/1%7 was into Lhe action with 2 regert, at 1042 hours, of incoming enery
fices. Again the fires were from the ridge to his rear (8¥) and from the
d-av cn nis Llert flepk, At 1045 lours, € Cozsany reprzici that one of his
rlatac leciers was pit, 4 mivete Jater € Commeny added that they vore
Teced ing hauld pgrenadss, Thisz poeidion jush bolow the pilitary crest wag
cudte prezizitcls ond e ensrmy, wivhomt exposing himself, eimpdly rolled
hand grorades Aovm cn ths attacking trnons,

At 105% hours, © Compary redorted a MG €iring ot his right flank, This
Tire wos vonivg £oop one of seversl mingecs that were atill intoct even
eZrer the corcanireted 70 day prunling Uy algoand artillery, Mary of
course hed coan Gomoliikad. [f.G6 the gtaes, B ““yfwgfcr% hnd teen maltiple,
comcanlric rove of psulvdlly saopocting Sonkgre *Te;Ly,ﬁbsItﬁa§qd ang

drg deap Saten ohe ende X the NdlL, Only A :'“;1ih'f“4f" <
This zoazticular M- ga* ot She U betweser the two rifé%%J
4 Comyapic s wors adranciag,

oAl

At 112C horu's the Brigrde CO informed the Bn CO that the 2/2 ARV (=s s+t1ll
menenTaring Lad suggested thet the bn 30 eonordinuta the movesent of the ARUN
Betwalilon with the 3,187 to avoid Lhe pogsibility of ure frlzudly wniv
inflicianz zesualvics on abolher. A% 113! hovrs, A/2/205 ra-oried



APPENDIX 11 (20 May) Con'®

four of his scldiers were WA, C Cecmpany informed at 1102 bours that he
was still receiving RPG's, The Bn GO cautiored the Company Commmnder to
continue to keep fires golng out, but to ;~,§ them low because of the
ARV Jocations just on the other side of; £ﬁ~h1l2.¢ 1197 the Bn CO

i 'e'was off, ¥ He"9a3 Amatrncted

informed A/2/506 that his direction of 2§
to turn 45 degrees to his left and move o Eijiégytion;had teen
tco southerly and kis fires hid been bethering C Co ngg
Bn 00 put & smoke morker down tc guide A/2/506 to the precise ter &ié*
he wanted taken, He did the sims fcr C Company a moment later,

Since 4/3/187 first had contact thirty minutes earlier, the action had
bacome heavier. At 1116, he repcrted enemy on his right flank and stiff
resistance on his left, but that he wis making headway toward the large
hits ind bunker complex on the westorn militery crest of the hill, A
woment later the Bn CO, adjusting mortars frem the LOH, was bringing 2
rounds of 81mm tube per minute directly onto this target area, He told
/47987 to watch his flanks, beciuse the "gooks" are up and runniag around
1p bere and streaming off the western side of the hill intc the draws”.

At chis time, he enjoined the Bn CO 1/506 to move ruickly to ocatch the
eneryy spilling into the draw several hundred meters to the front of the
1/506. At 1126 A Company CO reported that he had just been hit in the
heié and was rassing on commind to his 2d FPlatcon Leader, All the 3/187
units were on the military crest of the hill by 1127 hours, Ammnition
pagzn tc run low at this roint and & and C Comranies started carrying martles
bick tc obtain more, D Company which was securing the lower LZ, already
bad disreteched apmo parties forward, Fer immediate 1nsurance, the Bn CO
ordered =& mkx of M-H0 M-16, ‘and ¥=79 shuttled up to A Company's location
4SAP  A{ 1134 C Company sbcuted tc Black Jack that the enemy had mpsks
on and wvas employing ges! The Bn CO ordered "Put on your msks and don't
step mewng ferward”, Aetunlly, there never was any aprreclable amount

of gas used by the enemy. What he did use wes [robably C/S gremades dropped
by US Wli's on the 18th, At 1142 hours, Thunder 007 the LOH went right
intc A Comrany's loeation and M.cked ocnt the ammo resuprly.

The first company to 2ofually teach the tep of Hill 937 was C/3/187. He
aceompiished this at 1144, one hour and forty-fcur minutes 2ftor starting.
He comphined of a let of sniper fire, though, and the Bn C0 told both 4
Companies- 1o get meving and releive C Company's flanks, The Bn GO returned
to the CP to refuel at 1145 heurs.

At 1152 hours A/2/506 was receiving heavy fire from below C Commany's loc~
aticn, C Company, vho by now had trogressed further onto the top of the
hill, diverted ono of his rear elements to move north and down into the
draw between him and 4/2/506 tc neutralise resistance thers, The Bn CO
was airberne 2gain at 1200 hours, G Company reported pumercus snipers

cn the hill top and tho 3n €0 t0ld hin to be sure that he shet every thing
up ard be certain te Qow every bunker he prssed, even 1f it appeared
uncccupied, The LOH hnd already started the casualty evacuation shuttle
+0 the uper LZ, The Bn 0O now was spotting greups of NVA cn the hill
and cdvised upits of the enexy locitions in relation to them, Mortars,
keeping ur & myimm sustained ratersfyfite, were 5ajustéd‘on thes 1oc-
ations. The Bn GO advised the 2/3:AHNN and £/2/506 to link up: ‘om, t
northeast. The 2/507 was still 2 Lders docey HaG ce cf
Deng A7 Bia in that directions i -'r.' T PR3 that he had
ten US WLi's, At 1208 the Bn‘*@*pepcr%e to"BrlnaHe hnt a good numher

cf the enemy tec the frent of A Company were juat standing there and locked
dered. He rernested pink team tc werk the area. At 1213 the Bn CO
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observed vhite yuffs of smokej-rassibly an IndiFect fire weipon, behind
tue P/501 location, Asseult 28, a LFL, was tcld t& &HecK the aren. By
1217 link up between A/2/506 C Cmnr"ngT and elements of the 2/3 ARVN hag

bzen mde, Assault 28 rercrted thnt he =.[ 3 A %srotted mortars o the

cast cf the uill. The Bn CO tcld him tgf ; Sarés it th the /3
APVR Ub LNO, At 1230 D Cempsny ves stilFxg S' ’%m e
¢ the socuth of A Company, At 1232 Brigade info @?‘ TS OEN
CG 24th Corps wrvld 13ke to 7isit the Ravlasan hoaqruarue WY $0g
pow or the upper L4 teld him to come on in. Both the Division COmsmngih
uno the Uorrs Commnder pald serarate visits tc the 3/187 on the aft-racen
the 20th, At 1243 A Company had linked upr with C Comrany on the hill
tov 4aR4 yas wor¥ing to their front and the Bn CO continued to chase the
enary with the mortars, at 1252 hours the Bn CO reiterated to Brigads
fhﬂt e covld see the enemy retreating toward the 1/506, The loecation of
‘b2 retreating elements vas mrked and struck innemerable times by 2RaA
d-s8ult tecns, airstrikes and mortars, By 1255, with the necoss tightening
cver She hilltop, the Bn GO rerorted enemy running in every directicns
cwver ue hill in their confused attempt to escave. The majoridy howarer
wera spllling intc the drawv on the west in a desperate rush for the border
isss than tyo kilometers away, Still rmany stayed tc the end and at 1256
A Company and D Company revortad coriinuing incoming RPG, At 1306 the
Bn 3.3 was informed that the rerimeter observed at least five NV& meving
wvest , thrcugh an open 2rea, approximrtely 600 metors out, on an aximth
of 2i0 degrees. The target was immediataly engiged with MG's and mortars,

The southern end of the blocking position, overlooked the draws leading
sast from Dong Ar Bia to the Laotion Border. Mortar fires, n2irstrikes,
artillery and a-tomtic wearcns fire were clearly cbssrvadble and conven=
iently 2djusted on the enemy. &t 1316 an advisor with the 2/3 ARVN rer-
orted that several advisors had heen ounded and that scme of the ~ARV:
were Tetreating from the hill, At 1326 A/2/506 recuested a McDEVAC and
vas instructed to have his ser1eusly vonded carried down teo the lowver

LZ, About this time, 2lso, C Compeny reported f¥G from his rear, VYany

of these rerorts of RPG from the rear wers actually smll caliber (é0vm)
eneny mortar fires. Enemy wmortar fires of warying caliber were définitely
fired from the east, northwest and south of the urper LZ at different times
Auring the day. At 1334 4/2/506 reported receiving 60mm mortar fires
from the north of his loc:tion on Hill 937, It appeared that the enemy
knowing the US wovld “@rive them from the hill, had positicred morters

in safferal directions from it., Pink teams and ARA yere unsunlly dispatched
to deal with these suspected locations, At 1350 hours the Battalion
Commander recuested that Brigade ccntact the 1/506 and 2/501 to wen their
positions and come upon the 3/187 frequency to discuss fimal push of

their units on the hill, At 1405 hours, the Brigzde Commmnder inforwed
the Battalior Commander thet the mission now was to search the objective
throaghly, and destrcy remining enemy and positions, At 1410 hours A/2/
506 reportcd that his cisualties were 1 XIA and 8 WIA, A LFT, Assavit 26,
checked in at 1420 hcurs, and wes instructed by the Battalion Commngder

to work over the path of <the retreating enemy in the draw to the west sand -
gouthwest of Hill 937. A% 1447 hours, the Batislion Commender recorrwdddd
to Brigade that the mop up operations eall for 2/3 ARVN to press over the
crest of the hill into the kut and nker complex to their westy that

the 1/506 RIF, search, and dostrey to thélm end) emd i, ViR the BAROS

4
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deaw to the west, This would keep €Re :gi; ‘

for lne present and ermekls US sirstrikes and artill®

tha Lare A the rFaufeating trocys, &lvstrikas into this arsa maeth

t=1y howe aken thair 1713 Lecause fov days after this numernsus sean
t~evn gites weeze Pound ir thz vocinlty of the large weztern drav, Spreedy
11 FaC wvas on statior with fighvers at 1451 heurs =2nd w33 told %o dwp

his crdmance om the inexy retreiting west, At 1459 hours, ths 273 4a
2doicor reoorted recelving morars vn and azim th of 250 deerses from his
losstion. The Zatbtailcn 92 resucsded curcent loelions of She 1/50b ko
advancing through the suspectcd viedinity of the wortars, At 1516 heurs,
‘ae ARUN advior reported to the 3/187 that he was still pushirg toward

the objective and that the NDP for his CP wouvld be to the eagt of M1l

037 , Bk 24 FAC requested clearcncs to tut ap airstrile into vicalsy
cocrdinates Y0320973. The Btialion S3 gave coordinated clearance €or

~pe 3/187 but suggested that he check with 1/526 for any of their iroops
po.g'uly in that area, At 1552 hours, wnile the Idvision Commandoz: -@s
visicaing, ensoy movtars were rired from the west 3t the upper LZ, Tar
sogpecsad e2revw w23 ficd uo with mortars:; MG's and aridllery, Thove vere
7m0 friendly cesualties, During ths romirdng hourcs of day light the unit
oL the nilltop continuzd morping vp operations, The progress was slow b
hecruse of the centimiing smiper fire, At 1557 hours, € Commany had
rewd tuo of the ensmy WIAhiding in 2 bunker, One daied shortly there after
U Crupany Commnder called to explain that the captive wouldn't come ovt
of c¢he hole. The Battalion S3 instructed him to threw tear gis or swcke
grerades into the hole. The Battalien Cormender came on the radio at that
point to warn the Compeny Commawnder thit he didn't want a single US soldlsr
e7en acratchedin an epcounter such as this one, He orderecd that if they
couldn't get the NVA out of the hole to tell him we would throw o frag
geerade in wvith .him, Minutes later at 1655 hours, the enemy soid ier

ws out of his hole stripped and on his way to the ldwer LZ, This coptive
evanvated later in the afternoon told the grizzly tale of how mors than
804 of bis company of a kundred and twenty men had been wiped out since
the fighting kegan on 10 May, Hs was from the 5th plat, K8 Ba, 29tn NVA
Jdersiment, The Brigade S3 landed at 1707 hours to cenfer with the Rattaliion
Cormander ard to pass on the new missions and gener2l movement planned

for the 3/187 for 21 May to the Battalion S3,

Oa the 2! of May, the 2/137 was to be withdrawn from the arsa and sent
in Znr 2 Stand-Pown and subseruont missions in the coastel plains,

As late as 1816 hours, C Company reported having a mn weunded hy s7dpe
fire,

At 7932 howrs, D Conmpany arrived 2% the w per LZ and took rosi%icaus oa
the g~vthern half of the perimeter,

NDF's sant in at 1930 hourc were: A Company ZF#™ak YC328C82 with 3 LP's;
A Company 2/506 a% Y0227984 wdth © LP; B Conf 1&772% Y 0320939 with 3
L's and an ambash at ZC3209%90; C Company 3/15Reyig 04 Qgﬁgfﬁpmruny
3/187 at Y0320088 with 3 LPYs ard an amhusk at YC3T5% :A :

i
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Skyavot, ARC 1ight, and Artillery clearan-es ware granted and the
thriea vere ploced on encuy redtes of withdrawdl ishroughout the nigka,

i

¥

. 2020 hours, Spocky s again ovel the 3/187 and, between arcligktt and
gxyspot strilkes, worked &#n ~rea A0U meters in 2ll directicrs frem
ennn finese Y0310793 and furvher to the wes* and south.

2]

L4, 2029 hours, B Commary's 2& Tlatcon LP deimcted m-vement and

threw Loo grenddes, Trhere were no other actiuns on the werimeter evce ™t
7or =iy Prieadiy firebtalls, und the mishbt paseed . quidtiya
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On the 21st at 0032 hours, Brigade informed the Battd)Y¥on 53" fhaf ¥He
derired order of extraction of 3/187 units was: B, G, Battalion
Headquarters, D and A, The quiet was broken at 0615 hours, when enemy
60rm mortars were fired at the headquarters location, Approximtely

135 rounds were fired from south of the perimeter but caused no
cisuelties, Counter mortar fire sanswered swiftly and MG's raked the suse
pected location, An additiomnl fireball was executed &t 0630 hours, At
0656 hcurs, the C& ship, to be used in controlling the extraction,
reperted in on the battalion commnd fre~uency. B Compamy was prepared
for pickup but, becuse of adverse wezthe: at 0730 hours, the Battalion
F~m=andsr elected to postpone the extraetion for an hour,

N910 hours, the Division Commander arrived at the urrer L%, Mve mioe
:~_3,~, after s arrival, shemy mortar rounds, impacted just outside the
w235ern section of the perimeter, The target was engaged by mortars and
) and their were no friendly casualties,

At 0924 phure; Obigade was informed that the extroetion world begin at
0930 hours,

The PZ times for B Comp2ny wes 0936 hours, It was clean for B Commany
at 1014 hours, - :

A FAC recuested dlearance to put am airstrike tihto the vicinity of coords
inate YC314681, This area was the min dravw off Hi11l 937; it extended
to the border arnd was the shortest escape route for the enemy, Clearance
wis granted.

PZ time for C Company was 1017 hours. The P2 for G Company and A Company
was located on the top of Hill 937. A Company, 2/506, which was extracted
after the completion of the 3/187, provided security for the pickup,

By 1030 hoursy B Gompany had completed its move to the interm diate L2
at FB Blaze and was on its way to 2 new mission at Phong Dien,

The PZ complete time for C Companhy clearing Eill 937 was 1031 hours, and] -
by 1105 hours, they too bad been cleared through B Blaze and were on
thelr way to a2 new mission &t Cclco Beach. Noxt the headquarters czme
out and it was kack at Camp Evans by 1136 hours. Everything was going
smoothly with the D Company extrzction whem at 1300 hours, with 21 men
rerai ning on the upper LZ, they received four ineoming RPG rounds, For-
tunately only two men were weunded and not seriously. The Battalicm S3
Bho was controlling the extracticn, gave instruetion to the rlatoon leader
on the ground and called for air support from Brigads, While the D Commny
Platocn scught to neutralize the enemy rresence and guarantee the security
of the :3, the lift shirs wsre diverted to A Comyany, 4 Company was ex-
tracted from Hi11 937 without ineident and by 1505 hcurs, was on the way
to Eaogle Besch for 3 sdand-down,

Approxirately 1400 hoursy the Batta
over I' Conpany's troops, that were 1Ef
He directed armed helicopter fires argiih3-« ZnirivE
otions close to the PZ Afteran hoemr o.f;t.hase. ;ﬁ‘aaaeq,, he deem=d the PZ
securc and the troops were eeressPiTly extrawted By 1615 bours.

Thus ended the action of the 3/187 at Dong Ap Bia Rill 937,




DEPARTMENT OF THE BRMY,
Hezdqusrters 1st Batialion, 5068H, Mirliorms Infantry
APQ San Mraneisco,” 96383

AVDG-CB 18 June 1969
SUDJECT: Combat Operations After iction Report, -Operation AFACHE SNOW,

Commanding Officer

3d Bde, 10lst Abn Div
ATTN: S3

APQ SF 96383

1. Name or Idemtity and/or type of Operation: Operation APACHE SROW was
a combined airmobjle assault into the northern A SHAU Valley. This oper-
ation was performed in conjunction with the 9th Marines and the 3rd ARVN
Regiment, to destroy NVA/VC forces; block enemy routes of infiltration
Froanear‘by' Laog, destroy ensmy base csmps in the area; and to locate and
destroy epemy caches,

2, Dates of Operation: 2100730 May 1969 ~ 092400 June 1969,

3. Location: The mrea of operations was in the QUAN NAM HOA District and
TRUNG PHAN Province, RVN, Refershces for this operation were: Map, VIEIN-
AM, sheet no. 6441 I II, III, IV series L7014 and L7015, Area of opera-
tlons; LZ's and routes of advance are shown in inclosure 1,

4. Contro)l Headquarters:  1st BEm, 506th Abn Inf,

5. Reporting Officer: ITC J, M, BOWERS, Commanding Officer 1st Bn, 506th
Abn Inf,

6. Task Or ation:
4/1-506 Inf B/1-506 Inf C/1-506 Iuf D/1~506 Iuf E/1-506 Inf ~Bemo’ Tms
B/326 Engrs,

7. Supporting Forces:

B, 3 Mar Div conducted operations in N/NW AO,

b, 1-1 ARVN w/attachments conducted operations in NW AO.

¢, 2-501 Abn Inf comducted operations in NW 40,

d, 3-187 Abn Inf conducted opsrations in NW and adjacents&0.
8. 2=506 Abn Inf conducted operations W% afijacedt A0

f. 3/1 ARVN Regiment w/attachments conducted2dperations-SE TA BAT
airfield in assigned A0,

AL N
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g. 2/17 AIR CAV general support, air and ground recon.

h, 7th AF provided CAS in AO, to include interdiction of the A SHAU
Valley,

1. 160th Aviation group provided airlift capability and resupply sorties,

j. 45th Engr Gp continued to construct all weather road west to the
A SHAU Valley,

X, 4/2-319 Arty DS, 1-506th Abn Inf,
1/ A/1-83rd Arty (8%),
m, A/2-138 Arty (155).
n, B/2-11 Arty (155).

8. Intelligence: Operation APACHE SNOW was conducted in the northern
nortion of the A SHAU Valley which was a primary enemy LOC used for mova-
ment of material and infiltration of troops and ememy units throughout I
Corps area, The enemy had maintained logistics installations and base camps
in the northern A SHAU Valley which distributed supplies apnd replacements
to wmits operating in QUANG TRI and THUA THIEN Provimce, The importance of
the northern A SHAU as a vital locstion had increased when the friendly
operations began to interdict other key enemy locations in Northern I Corps
aroa, The senjar enemy headquarters in this area was the TRI - THIEN - HUE
Military Region (TTHMR), This HQ's, equivalent to Corps level, was respon-
sible for military and political activities in QUANG TRI and THUA THIEN
Provinces and the border area of easstern laod, Principal combat units were
6th, 9th and 29th NVA Regiments, each with a reported strength of approxi-
mately 1800 men, Additionally, the 675th Arty Regt was reported to have
been operating in the A LUOI - A SHAU area and Base Area 611, in eastern-
Laos, -

9, Mission: At H-Hour on D-Day (100730 May 1969) the 1st Bn, 506th
Airborne Infantry conducted a combat assault along the Iaot:.an border into
LZ RED (See inel 1), to destroy NVA/VC forces in assigned area of operat-
ions, interdiet Route 923 from laos, and locate and destroy enemy caches
within assigned AO,

10, Concept of the Operation: Two concepts of operations werg Rl annadr

the oxecution of this operatiom and are Listed be;owm IEyiTlbe ¥o that

the altervate concept of operation was FOCH A

ion of this opsration. nﬁg
)

a. The 1st ‘Batta.lion, 506th Airborne Infamtry conducts a combat assault
with three companies into LZ 1 (LZ RED) from PZ loo in staging area at FSB
BLAZE with BRAVO Company inserted firat to secure the 1Z and sieze Objsctive
1, CHARLIE Gompany and ALPHA Company following in that order, occupy

2
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Objective 1 and sieze Objective 2 rd¥PREIVE 1T TR Iirgt™ Mhsértion will
be supported by a TAC air prep from H~50 to H~15 with a 15 minute arti-
llery prep commencing at H-15, Pricrity of fires to units in contact,

b, Alterpate Concept of Operation: In bhe evemt L2 1 (Lz RED) bee-

omes unusable, Bn conducts combat assavlt with three companies into LZ 2
with BRAVO Company being imserted first to secure the LZ and seizes ObJ
1A, CHARLIE and ALPEA Companies following in that order, seize Obj 24 and
3A reapectively, LZ prep and priority of fires remtin the same,

11, EXECUTION:

a, Operata.ans order 12-69 (APACHE BNOW) (U), this heidquarters vas
published in praparation of this oporation, Methdd of operation to exscute
OPORD 12-69 was as follows:

(1) A/1-506 Abn Inf, Conducted combat assaudlt on LZ RED following
CA by B/1-506 and C/1-506; moved to &nd seocured O8j 3; and éonducted rec-
onnaissance in force and search and Aestroy operatlons in assigned AO,

(2) B/1-506 Abn Inf, Condueted combat assault an L2 RED; secured
1LZ RED for companies 4, C and Command Group; seized Objective 1 and 2 on
order; conducted reconnaissance in Porce and search end destroy opsrations
in ass:.gned 40,

(3) C/1=506 Abn Inf, Provided security for the Command Group;
combat assaulted on LZ RED; occupied Objective 1; and initially assumsd OPCON
of the 8lmm Mortar Section in direet sw part of operatmn until extraction
of the 8lmm Mortar Seution on 12 MAy 1969,

(4) D/1-506 Atm Inf, Conducted heliborne movement commencing 080845
to viec TA BAT (YC 399949) and.established sccurity for construstion of FSB
CURRAHEE; prepared to becoms 3d Brigade RRF affective 100730 May with one

Platoon on 15 min alert and remainder of unit on 30 min alert; assumsd OPCON
of 8lmm Mortar Sections in I8 of FSB CURRAHEE,

(5) E/1~506 Atn Inf, RCN Plat released OPCON to 33 Bde eff 081200
May 1969, Ground Surveillence Section displaced to FSB CURRAHEE,

(6) Radio Relay Elm/HBC/1-506 Abn Inf, Moved to FSB EAGLES NEST fram
FSB BLAZE and acted as relay between forward umdts and Command & Control
Headquarters and Rear Tacticol Operations Center,
b. Operations Narrative:
BT .
(1) D Day (10 May 1969):

Operation APACHE SNOW commencgd at 100730 hours, May 1969 as the

3
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firet 11ft of Co B took off from the PZ vic FSB BLAZE for insertich #nto
1Z RED, Insertion of B Company, was followed by Co C with the Colmand
Group and 8lmm attachments, and Co A was inserted last into LZ EED, comp-~
leting the insertion at 1110 hours, 10 May 1969, Co A conducted recoonaiss-
ance in force operations in preparation to seize Objective 3, Co B (viec YC
312937) killed 1 NVA officer with small arms. OFfficer was wearing a 9mm
pistol and carrying an AK-47, The NVA officer was dressed in khakis and

a thorough search of the body revealed identification photogs, and docume-
nts which were later confirmed to be plans of attacks on US positions, At
1300 hours, (vie YC 321929), Co B found a bunker and hooch complex consi-
sting of 14 bunkers containing 60-60mm morter rounds, 96 RKG rounds, 1
RPG-2 leauncher, 40-82mm mortar rounds, 6 RFD MG's, 5 AK's, 14 rucksacks and
1 Chicom MG, All munitions were destroyed in place and all equipment was
avacuated, C Co with atbtachments provided security for the Command and
Control Group, and conducted RIF operatiomns in dssigned 40, Co D provided
security for comstruction of FSBE CURRAHEE, Co E (-) provided DS to FSB
CURRAHEE, Recou Flatoon OPCON to 3xd Bde, at FSB CERCHTBESGADEN, All vnits
moved into and occupied NDP's at 102030 hours, at following locations, Co
A - YC 314943, Co B - YC 311957, Co C - YC 312949, Co D FSB CURRAREE - ¥C
399949, Co E (~) FSB CURRAHEE, RCN Flat - FSB BERCHTESCAIEN,

(2) DDay + 1 (11 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Commonced RIF operatiops in assigned A0, At 1122 hours,
Co A reported finding one recently comstructed bunker, believed to have
been bullt by trail watchers, One US rocket pod and a cable crossing a
river was located vie YC 305938, Also in same vicinity, two hooches, 1 SKS
rifle, one automatic weapon, and a garden plot conteining bananas, corn,
pinedpples, and watermellons were found, A1l equipment was evacuated and’
defoliation mission was requssted to destroy the garden complex.

(v) Co B; Commenced early RIF operations in agsigned 40 and at
0645 hours, one enlisted man was wounded by enemy small arms fire during
the process of retrieving Claymores, The ememy was fired upon with small
arms, Medevac was called and complsted at 0815 hours, At 1115 hours, Co B
found (vioc ¥C 307939) 1200 1bs of polished rice and 40 1bs of TNT, Both
were destroyed in place,

(¢) Co G: Commenced esrly RIF operations in assigned AO and
reported at 1121 hours the finding of 1 hooch, 10'X61X5', containing
garden tools and 5 gallons of kerosene, The hooch was surrounded by a
garden,- A1l were destroyed. At 1715 hours, Co C reported receiving incom-
ing mortar roumds vic YC 312929, Mortars were coming from the west, susp-
ected location vic YC 2893, Counter-mortar and artillery fire was employed,
Gunships and flareshlps wers called in and remained oper=miBht§ Mortar attack
continued for 1 howr and 15 minutes, Medegac s w8rd caligqd’ fiorddy persomnel,
Medevac's were treated at FSB CURRAIRE i additional

S, uthor ovbs
medical treatment, Medevac's werdy Bormls &éd &b ‘1910 hours,
G - By &

™
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(@) Co D: Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE, lt'- >
2100 hours, D Co LP vic YC 405293 reported hearing branches being broken
and something entering the water. Small arms were fired, grenades were
thrown, and a first-1ight search of the area was conducted with negative
results,

(¢) Co B (=): Continued DS FSB CURRAHEE,
(£) RCN Pl&'b:{ OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

A1l vnite moved into and occupied NDP's a$ 2020 howrs, Mulbtiple LP's
and AP's werse employed by all units, Co A ~ YC 308919, Co B - YC 314939,
Co C ~ YC 312928, D Co ~ FSB CURRAREE, Co E (-) ~ FSB CURRAHEE, RCN Plat -
FSk BERGHTESGADEN

(3) DDey+ 2 (12 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued RIF operations in assigned AO in préparation
for seizing OBjective 3.

(b) Co B: At 1100 hours, Co B 3md platoon spotted 3 enemy and imm-
ediately employed small arms fire, resulting in 1 enemy KIA and 1 AK-47
captured, Artillery was called in on the enemy location,

(c) Co C: Continued RIF operations in assigned A0, and provided
security for the Bn Command and Control Group.

(@) Co D: Continned security of FSB CURRAHEE, Multiple AP's and
LP!'s were sstablished vic FSB CURRAHEE,

(e) Co E (=): Continued DS FSB CURRAHEFE,
(£) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

*A11 umits moved into and occupled NDP's at 2015 howrs. Multiple LP's
and AP's were employed by all mnits, Co A -~ ¥YC 314940, Co B - YC 318946,

Co C - YC 317942, Co D - FSB CURRAHEE, Co E (-) -FSBCIHQRAHEE RON Plat-
FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(4) DDay + 3 (13 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued RIF operations in assigned A0, A
A reported spotting 1 NVA trail watcher, Small arms we
called in, Subsequent search of the area rgyessdsR a @gd t-
tive further findings, At 1305 hours, CFR{reficried:finding 8. hooches {
10'%15!, 3 rifle grenades, 1 drum of RPE 9.5 ‘am@poamd“l steel helmet,
(vie YO 31’7922) A11 were destroyed in pigcks: 7
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(b) Co B: Continued RIF operations in assigned A0, At 1000 hours,
Co B reported finding vic YC 318948 a corn field enclosed with a fence
250 metera long and a recently used trail heading west, At 1220 hours,
(vic YC 314947), Co B found 3 hooches, 20'X40', 2 hooches 10'X15' with
14 rounds of SA ammo., All were destroyad in place,

(¢) Co C: Comtinued RIF operations and providing security for the
Bn Command and Control Group, 4t 1120 hours, Co C reported finding (vie YC
319941) 2 hocches 15'X20!, 2 French bolt action rifles and 2 crosscut saws,
A1 findings were in poor condition and were destroyed in place,

(d) Co D: Continued providing security for FSB CURRAHEE, At 0633
nours, Co D was given the mission of providing ons platoon RRF for poss-
ibls employment and movement to FSB AIRBORNE in support of 2/501 Inf. AL
1457 hours, medevac was called for 2 persomnsl and completed at 1515 hours,
One man had infected sunburn and bme had been diagnosed as having flu.

(e) Co E (=): Continued DS FSB CURRAHEE and reported locating
enemy observer vic YC 385953, Mortars and artillery from FSB CURRAHEE were
fired, .

(f) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCRTESGADEN,

A11 umits moved into and occupied NDP's at appraximately 2000 hours,
Multiple LP's and AP!'s were employed by all wmits. Co A - YC 317944, Co B -
YG 322955, Co C ~ YC 321952, Co D - FSB CURRAHEE, Co E (-) - FSB GURRAHEE,
RCN Plat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

NOTE: At 1220 howrs Commanding Officer 1st Bn, 506th Abn Inf was
alerted to- plan for the immediate movement of 1-506 units N and NW to
reinforce the 3-187 Abn Inf vic YC 327982 which was in contget at that
time, Flans wers made and orders issued to all units to immsdiately move
“N/NW to support 3-187 Abtn Inf,

(5) D Day + 4 (14 May 1969):

The 1-506 Abn Inf moved in a N/NW direction to reinforce 3-187 Abn
Inf, Commanding Officer, 1-506 issued orders to Co B to immediately begin
moving NW to vie YC 315975,

(a) Co A: Continued RIF operations in assigned A0, and moved N/NW
to support 3-187 Abn Inf. At 1530 hours, vic YC 317961, Co A reported their i
point man had been killed by 3 NVA trail watchers., Enemy fled NE with Co A . §° &%
in pursuit, Subsequently, ARA was called in on enemy's last known Tocation.; ., u® %
raction of 1 KHA completed at 1742 hours, = % e A% &

(b) Co B: Continusd RIF opsrations N/NW \‘L £nad
3-187 Abn Inf, At 1450 howrs, Co B employed gunshipsBetd™

[
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#11

4

YC 319962, At 1540 hours, Co B requested medsvac §
collar bone, Medsvac completed at 1610 hours,

(c) Co GC: Continued RIF operations ip assigned A0 and providing
security for the Bn Command and Control Group. Co C continued moyement N/NW
to support 3-187 Abn Inf,

(@) Co D: Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE,
(e) Co E (~): Continued DS PSB CURRAHEE,
(f) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGAIEN,

All units moved into and ocoupied NDP's at approxdmately 2020 hours,
Multipie LP's and AP's were employed by all units. Co A - YC 319961, Co B -
¥C 316556, Co C — YC 321956, Co D ~ FSB CURRAHEE, Co E (-) - FSB CURRAHEE.
RCN Plat -~ FSB BERCHTESGADEN

(6) D Day + 5 (15 May 1969)s

(a) Co A: Conmtinued RIF operatioms N/NW in support of 3-187 Abn Inf,
At 0905 hours, Co A reported their Objective 1, YC 327973 had been siszed
and secured. Immediate RIF operations vic Obj 1 was initiated. Unit received
small erms fire end returned with small arms and artiliery fire on suspected
enemy locations, Area was seéarched at first light, 16 May 1969 with negative
resulis,

(b) Co B: Continued RIF operations N/NW in support of 3-187 Abn Inf,
At 0905 nours, Co B reported their Objective 2 had been selzed and secured,
Enemy trail watchers were engaged by B Co 1lst plat after receilving AK-47
fire, (vic NDP). Enemy was observed wearing khald uniforms, At 1230 hours,
Co B, 3rd plab spotted 1 NVA and engaged with small arms, Subsequent search
of the area resulted Co B, 3rd platoon engaging ar estimated enemy squad,
Small arms fire was returned, and artillery and ARA called in on enemy loc-
ation, At 1425 howrs, Co B was|again fired upon with small arms from an
unknown Size ensemy force, Small arms fire was.returned and artillery and ARA
called ir on enemy location, B Co suffered two US WHA, Medevac was completed
at 1505 howurs,

(¢) Co C: Continued RIF opsrations N/NW to suppart 3-187 Abn Inf and
providing sscurity for the Bn Command and Control Group, At 1630 hours,
medevac was called for 1 U8 wiﬁh possible broken back, Medevac com 1&%%
at 1722 hours, %,

‘V‘&

(d8) Co D: Continued to provide security for ‘ b“iBBO
hours while conducting RIF operations vic YC 3909 o D—repogted findlng
1 hooch 10'X15' w/bunker underneath, 7'X10! awsrhead cover, Also
found old baskets, teapots, bow and arr %?» 1com bayonet and 1 GI mermite
can, All equipmant was destroysd in place.

2
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() Co E (-): Continued IS security of FSB CURRANEE,
(£) RCN Flat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

A1l wnits moved into and occupied NDP!a at approximately 2030 hours.
Multiple LP!'s and AP's were employed by all units, NDP's established at
following locations: Co A - YC 327967, Co B - YC 315970, Co C - YO 324956,
Co D - FSB CURRAHEE, Co E (-) - FSB GURRAHEE, RCN Plat - FSB BERCHTESGAIEN,

(7) D ay + 6 (16 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued operations vicinity of Obj 1 in support of
3-187 Abn Inf., At 0735 hours, vic YC 327967, Co A moved to search aree where
enemy was located on 15 May 69, An unkmown size enemy force Pired small arms
at A Co, Xilling 1 US and wounding 7 persommel, Artillery, ARA and gunships
were called in on enemy loc. Air strikes were employed at 0925, 1020, and
1040 houwrs, Medevacs were completed at 0810 nowrs, Immediately following
completion of artillery, ARA, and air strikes, Co A continued to search for
the enemy vic YC 328969, and found 1 bunker, picks, showels, 2 Russian
bandages, 2 Chicom Claymores, and numerous piles of bloody bandages and
blood trails. At 1345 hours, vic YC 328969, Co A reported seeing 8-10
enemy armed with AX-47's and carrying bandoleers of ammo, ARA engaged the
enomy, along with small arms from Co A, Subsequent search of the area resu-
1ted in Co A dngaging and killing 1 NVA end capburing 1 AK-47. NVA were
well fed, had clean haircuts and were in good physical condition, Co 4 also
found numerous blood trails, At 1505 hours, Co A requested medevac for 2 US
injured by lightning, Medevac completed at 1600 hours,

(b) Co B: Continned operations in support of 3-187 Abn Inf and at
105 hours became engaged in ememy contact from unlkmown size force. Small
arms and RPG fire was raeceived from rear and front of Co elements, Flanking
maneuvers employed by elements of Co B reliewed the pressure on the elements
engaged and resulted in combact being broken at 1250 hours, Medevac was
called tut was unable to evacuate the injured beecause of heevy sniper fire.
By 1330 hours, all injured personnel had been evacuated by LOH to FSE
CURRAHEE and by Dustoff to FSB BLAZE, 1 KHA and 8 WHA were evacuated,

(¢) Co C: Continved operations in support of 3~187 Abn Inf and
providing security for the Bn Command and Control Group,

(3) Co D: Comtimued sacurity of FSB CURRAHEE, employing mu}idpis
LP's and AP's vic FSB CURRAHEE,

(e) Co E (-): Continued DS FSB CURRAHREE,
(f) RCN Flat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHERSSADRN,
A11 units moved into and occupied NDPRS &% =pproximately 2015 howurs.

B
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Multiple LP's and AP's were employed u,y.ts,.u NDE*s Were occupled at the
following locations: Co A - YC 328969% = YC 319972, Co C -~ YC 327965,

Co D - FSB GURRAHEE. Co E (-) -~ FSB CUARAHEE, RON Flat — FSB BERCHTESGA DEN,
(8) D Day + 7 (17 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Operations conbinued, Contact w/enemy began with incoming
mortar rounds at 0640 houra, Location of mortars wers unknown and no casuvalt-
ies were suffered, At 0950 hours, Cc A departed vic YC 328969 moving N/NW to
higher terrain and at 1010 hours received small arms fire resulting in 1
KHA and 1 WHA, Co A reported that the enemy was well dug in and that elements
of A Co were continuing up the ridge destroying bunkers on each slde of the
trail, Medevac was called at 1010 hours and completed for 1 XHA and 1 WHA
at 1100 hours, At 1200 hours, Co A again received small arms fire from an
ungnown size enemy force, coming from well dug in bunkers and fighting
positions, Artillery and ARA were employed, CS ship was ecalled in and
completed four runs, Using protective masks, Co A contimued the attack and
angaged an unknown size ememy force again at 1545 boura, Contact was broken
by the esnemy and during later maneuvers to the west of the ridge Co 4 was
again fired on by well dug in NVA forces, Co A pulled back and coordinated
artillery, ARA, and additional CS drops. An air strike was called in at 1840
Jours, and resulted in one secondary explosion vicinity of & Company's
contact. At 1900 hours, Co A once again received small arms fire resulting
in 1 KHA and 1 WHA, Medevac was called and completed at 1940 hours,

(b) Go B: Continued operations in support of the 3-187 Abn Inf and
began sarly movement to the NW, vic of Hill 900, At 1150 hours, Co B foumd
2 VA helmets, 1 AK-47, 4 RRG rounds s canteens, pistol belts and 5 well-
constructed fox holes and a machine gun position (vic YC 320972). All equi-
pmont was svacuated, At 1450 hours, movement was detected tao the rear of Co
B, Gunships were called in and artillery was employed, At 1630 houwrs, Co B
was fired upon by an unknown enemy size force with small arms and RPG's.
Gunships that were on station also racaiving automatic weapons fire, One NVA
attempted withdrawl and was killed in the process by elements of B Co, Co B
had 1 US KHA and 2 US WHA, Artillery, ARA and air strikes were employed on
the enemy's location, 411 WHA were medevaced and completed evacuation at
1855 hours,

(¢) Co.C: Contirued operations vicinity Hill 900, and providing
security for the Bn Command Group,

(@) Co D: Continued security of FSB CURRAHEE and employed maltiple
LP's and APtg, '

(e) Co E (~): IS security of FSB CURRAHEE,

(f) RON Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB

g
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A1l units moved into and occupied NDP!'s at approximataly 1955
houra, Multiple LPt's and AP¢‘s were employed, NDPfs located at: Co A -
XYC 328968 Co B - YC 320973, Co C = ¥C 326964, Co D ~ FSB CURRAHEE, Co B
(-) - FSB CURRAHEE, RCN Plat -~ FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(9) D Day + & (18 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued operations along the ridge line (vic ¥C 328968)
and at 0700 hours received RFG fire from well-fortified bunkers teo their
north, There were no casualties, Artillery was placed on the enemy locationm,
Air strikes were called in and completed at 0845 hours, At 0940 howrs,
artillery CS was employed (vic YC 328968). Immediately following the CS
attack, Co A began receiving RFG and morter fire, Gunships were employed.

At 1531 hours, Co A observed 3 NVA, Fnemy was fired upon resulting in 3
NVA Xilled, At 1545 hours, Co A reported receiving mortar rounds and that
the unit was delayed in place by an umknown size enemy force in bunkers,
Bunkers were attacked and destroyed and Co A proceeded to continue the
attack, destroying the mortar position and killing 4 NVA, 4 US WHA's were
nedevaced, Co A continued the attack twards Hill 937 and reported their 4th
Platoon was in contact just south of Hill 937, Heavy RFG and eutomatic weap-
ons fire was being received, Small arms fire was exchanged, and contact was
broken by the enemy st 1935 hours, Co A reported finding and destroying 14
well-constructed bunkers, each containing 4~5 rounds of RFG ammo, vic YC
327973, At 1940 hours, Co A began to dig in for the night and at 1945 hours
was again in contact, 1 NVA was killed and a base plate for mortar tube

was destroyed,

(b) Co B: Continued their attack in the sarly hours and at 0900
hours, spotted 2 NVA attempting to sneak up on the rear element. When the NVA
were close enough faor small arms fire, Co B commenced firing and reported
both NVA had been killed, At 1032 honrs, (viec YC 320973) Co B received RPG
fire, resulting in 1 US WHA, Medevac was called and completed at 1215 hours,
ARA was called in on the enemy location, At 1115 hours, Co B was again under
attack from all directions, Mortar fire, heavy RFG's and small arms fire
was received, ARA was called in and mortar attack stopped at 1133 hours. At
1232 hours, Co B was again under portar attack, Artillery and ARA were
employed, Contact was made with 1 NVA (vie YC 321974), resulting in 1 KVA
killed. Medevac was called at 1420 hours; howeven, wounded persomnel had to
be evacuated by the Batlalion L(H, Due to ememy small arms fire, an LZ large
enough to accomodate g LOH was available so the aircraft could land and be
out of small arms fire, Again at 1620 hours, Co B engaged an unknown size
eneny force, Medevac for 3 WHA was called and completed at 1640 hours, vmagﬁ
Contact was again made at 1910 hours, Contact contimued pntil appraﬁiMa K ggnﬁ

2040 hours. At this time, a LOH pilot was woundpd, for f6g5 ag he, landddch
Bls Lz, Smll arms fire was continually being plavd gg : ékéﬁﬂildn
and oune platoon of Co B moved to and secured thd & ;{.;! Hﬁa wounded pilot,

0
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NDP vas .established. At 2044 hours, Co B was attacked from the NE, Gontact
was broken by the enemy at 2055 hours resulting in 3 US persons MIA,

(e) Co C: Céntinuved the attack up the ridge south of Hill 937.
Security was provided for the Bn Command and Cantrol Group, At 1700 hours,
two elements from Co C were in contact, resulting in 2 NVA killed, At
1858 hours, contact was again made by Co C resulting in 2 more NVA killed,
At 1940 hom-s, Co C linked up with Co & (vic YC 329972).

(d) Co D: Continued construction and security of FSB CURRAHEE,
The 4th platoon Co D, departed FSB CURRAHEE at 0900 hours conducting RIF
operations. At 1510 hours 2 NVA were spotted at YC 392953, Artillery and
ABA were amployed with negatlve results,

(e) Co E {~): DS security, FSB CURRAHEE,
(f) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

A1} uvnits moved into amd occupied NDP's at 2040 hours, Multiple LP!s
and AP's were employed, NDP's located at: Co A ~ YC 327974, Co B — YC 322974,
Co G ~ Y0 329972, Co D - FSB GURRAREE, Co E (-) —FSBCURRAHEE RCN Pat -
I'SB BERCHTESGADEN,

(10) D Day + 9 (19 May 1969):

(a) Co A: At 0800 hours, Go A reported their forward element had
received REG fire and was in heavy contact, 3 U8 were WHA with shrapmel.
Medevac was called and completed at 1020 hours, At 1035 hours, Co 4 engaged
and Xilled 3 NVA in bunkers. Search of the bunker area revealed AK's, RFG's,
and one ,51 Cal MG, Since it was necessary to continve the attack immediately,
Co A was umable to accurately count all the weapons but reported to the Bn
Command Group, that Co C was following them and would pick up all weapons,
Numerous bunkers were destroyed during the next few hours, and sporadic
enemy contact continued until 1405 hours when Co A spotted 1 NVA and fired
on him, Additionally 10-12 NVA were pinned down in bunkers to their immed-
iate fromt, CO, Co A reported at 1450 hours that they had counted at least
20 bunkers with 2 NVA manning each bunker. The bunkers were well-fortified
and were defended with AK'!s, RF:'s, and IMG's, CD, Co A also reported that
there were many more bunkers, and that he would continue the attack and
destruction of the bunkers as rapidly as possible, At 1540 hour A rep—
orted 4 NVA KTA, and at 1715 hours, had reached the top of,_\ qu
south of Hill 937, At 1837 howrs, Co A engaged an um owﬁ\, 51 W orce
and reported Id1ling 6 NVA, all of which had nealﬁ ‘appeared to

ZaHours . oAf.‘mmdldead NVA
4t 2003 houra, CO, Go A rap-
-f-'Also that NVA KIA's were
wwith leather shoes, At 2045
A'a were evacuated, 4 WHA's were

killed by spall arms, and 3 kKilled by gk
orted body count far the day was 18 con
woaring green khakis, NVA helmets, and
hours, GO, Co 4 report'.ed 2 US XHA and 19

"l
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not serious emough for immediate evacuatic ﬁemhi”dfi 3-18’7 Abn Inf were
observed on Hill 937,

(b) Co B: (0, Co B reported that the air strike in vic of his
location was complete at 0835 hours, At 1030 hours, Co B reported that the
pilot and LOH had been flown out of the area where it had beem shot down
on 18 May 69,

(e) Co C: Continued the attack at first light and continued to
secure the Bn Commsnd and Control Group. At 0742 hours, (vic 329972) Co ©
found 1 ,51 Cal Mz, At 0915 hours, Co € found 1 NVA body kllled from
previous day's contact, At 1340 hours, CO, 1-506 Abn Inf directed that Co
C move up and relieve the pressure on Co A which had been in constant
contact during most of the day, Co C mansuvered rapidly and by 1430 hours
bad linked up with Co A (vic ¥C 327974)., At 2003 hours C Co reported
having Killed 10 NVA during the day, Equipment captured from the NVA KIA's
consisted of the following: 1 AK-50, 4 AR-47's; 2 .51 Cal MG's; 2 unknown
type MG's; 1 RPG-2 (B-40); 2 RFG-2 rounds, medical supplies; 60 rounds ,51
Cal MG ammo; 4 AK magazines, 1 Chicom talephone; 1 mowmt for .51 Cal MG; 2
rucksacks, 2 Russian ammo boxes. A1l aquipment was evacuated.

(@) Co D: Contimued to provide security for FSB CURRAFEE and
conduct RIF operations vic FSB CURRAHEE, Multiple LP's and AP'B were
empl.oyed,

(e) Co E (-): DS FSB CURRAHEE,
(f) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

Units moved into and occupied NDP's at approximately 2000 hours,
Multiple LP's and AP's were employed, NDP's located at: Co A - YC 327974,
Co B = YC 324976, Co C - YG 327968, Co D - FSB CURRAHEE, Co E (~) = FSB
CURRAHEE, BCN Plat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(11) D Day + 10 (20 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Operation APACHE SNOW continued and at 0745 hours CO,

Co A reported that air strikes in their vicinity had been completed and that
his company had begun to move forward. The NVA were still on the hill
at 0930 hours, Co A encoumtered and killed one NVA who threw a dud, &€ ok
grenade, Contlnued search and destroy opaatlon,s resulted in
small arms end REG fire at 1055 hours from vic YC 320973 @Mﬁ“
NVA at this location and called in artillery, At 1 5&0%'; ﬂq 1
up (vic YC 320973) with Co A to establish blogligee oéﬂ.ﬁ:l n ¢ YC 324975),
At 1345 hours, Co A hed moved to top of Higd W00k (¥ o@@ 8976). At 1458
hours, 00, Co A reported receiving incomin} C Y
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strikes were requested, Co A continued thg attagk ﬁc'con‘bact thr-
oughout the remainder of the day. At Mo4Sthpuxs ed up with 3-187
Abn Inf and the 1-1 ARVN Bn wic YC 327977,

(b) Co B: Continued operations and made contact with an unknown
enemy sige force at 0935 hours, (vic YC 324976). Co B ocontinued to
mansuver and at 1115 hours, linked up with Co & to establish blocking
positions viec YC 325976. At 1125 hours, HQ's 3rd Bde notified the Bn
Command Group that indications were that ‘the ememy was withdrawing towards
Co B's location, At 1145 hours, CO, Co B reported that the enemy was to
their front and firing RFG!'s and small arms, Co B maneuvered and flanked
the enemy and engaged them with smgll arms and called in artillery, At
1150 hours, CO, Co B was directed to move across the draw to the west
(vie YC 3209715 and that Go G would take up the blocking positians, At
1155 hours, Co B engaged 3-5 NVA, The enemy used RFG's, hand grenades,
and small arms, attacking from the NE, At 1540 howrs, CO B reported
entering the area where enemy mortars were being fired from (vic YC 328976),
Contact with the enemy was made at 1620 howrs, with NVA in fortified bunkers,
with 2 enemy persomnnel per bunker, Go B suffered 2 KHA's and 4 WHA's with
small arms wounds, Medevac was completed at 1815 howrs, At 2020 hours, Co
B reported that 5 NVA hed been XIA during the contact and Co B had suffered
1 XHA and 7 US WHA's,

(c) Co C: At 0745 hovrs, CO, Co C reported that his upit was
occupying a Wlocking position vic YC 327968, as the Battalion reserve,
Sporadic -contact continued throughout the day and at 1200 hours, CO, 1-506
directed that Co C move to vic ¥C 324971 and relieve the pressure on Co B
and that B Co move to new blocking positiont's (vic YC 320971), Go C relieved
Co B at 1420 hours, At 1620 hours, 1 platoon of Co G was reported in
contact with NVA located in well-comstructed and fortified bunkers, Co C
continued to press the attack and suffered 2 US KHA's and 2 US VHA's,
Medevac was completed at 1910 hours, Enemy casuvalties wers wmimown,

(@) Co D: Continued security of FSB CURRAHEE and continued RIF
operations vic FSB CURRAHER,

(e) Co E (-): DS FSB CURRAHEE,

(f) RCN Flat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

Units established NDP's at 2040 hours, and employed multi le
AP's, NDP's occupied at: Co A - IC 327977, Co B - YC 327967, Co

327968, Co D ~ FSB CURRAHEE, Co E (-) -FSB CURRAHEE, RCN Plap E
BERGHTE‘SGADEN

(12) D Day + 11 (21 May 1969):
() Co A: Search and destroy operatadies Hreré continued by Co A
A3
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in vieinity of Hill 900, At 1055 hours, Co A found a diary and 82mm mortar
firing data chart, Both were evacuated to HQ's 3rd Brigade. At 1300 hours,
Co A began to gearch and destroy the bunker complex that they had fought
through earlier, As a result of this search, they found 185NVA XTIA in the
bunkers, killed by small arms and grenades, ‘At 1500 hours, *6 more NVA KIA's
vere fuund and at 1540 hours, Co B found 6 more NVA KTA wh::.ch were aocraed-
ited to Co A'as operationm on 20-21 May 69, At 1535 howrs, Co A fournd a bumker
complex vieinity Hill 900, (YC 327977), containing 14 Chicom grenades, 4
RPG tubes, 40 B-40 rockets, 20-60mm mortar rounds, 4 AK-47's, 8 Chicom
claymores, 5,000 rounds AK ammo, and several doctments. ALl was destroyed
except the documents and weapons which were later evacuated to HQ's, 3rd
Brigade, Light comtact continued, and at 1925 hours Co A once again found
and entered a 28 bunker complex, In tha complex, Co A found 25-82mm mortar
rownds, 25-60mn mortar revmds, 5 RFG rownds, 1 RFG launcher, 1 RFD MG, and
13 Chicom grenades, 10 NVA rucksacks with new clothing, 1 diary and 7 NVA
bodies. The weapons and equipment were evacuated and all bunkers wers
destroyed.

(b) Co B: Continued their search and destroy operation south of Hill
900, making contact throughout the morning hours., Sporadic contact continued
and at 1540 hours, Co B foumd 6 NVA EIA that had been killed by Co A an 20
May 69, Onse .51 Cal MD was also found and svacuwated, At 1645 hours, Co B
captured one POW and evacuated him to HQ's, 3rd Brigade, At 1610 hours,
contact was made with an wnknown enemy size force and resulted in 2 US WHA,
A medevac was called and completed at 1640 hours, Co B's 3 KHA's from
20 May 69 were found and evacuated from vicinity YC 327968 at 1825 hours.

(c) Co G: Contimed search and destroy operations -and providing
security for the Bn Command and Control Group, Sporadic contact contintued
throughout the day, resulting in Co C finding 9 NVA KIA at 1300 hours, and
finding 15 tunkers, 25-82mm mortar rounds, 25-60mm mortar rounds, and 1
Rg((})olatmoher. All were destroyed, except the RFG launcher, betueen 1345 and
1 hours,

(d) Co D: Continmued security of FSB CURRAHEE by employing daylight
RIF operations and multiple LP's and AP's at night.

(e) Co E (-): DS FSB CURRAHEE, oy %
% %
(£) RON Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERG}EESGAD%’*E?}X Q%%,a

e, \& ‘fé
A1l units moved Into and occnpiad B '-'-*3 \t ig g:mdtely 220 hours.
Multiple LP's and AP's were employed, ¥ 180a d:aﬁ“ Co A ~ ¥C 327977,

Co B - IC 327968, Co C - YC 327968, Co W% RRAHEE, Co E (~) - FSB

CURRAHEE, RCN Plat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN, B9 ®°
(13) D Dmy + 12 (22 May 1969):
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(a) Co A: Scheduled air strikes delayed the movement of Co A
until 0945 hours, Three alr strikes were employed vic YC 320970, with
last air strike being completed at 0925 hours, FAC reported to Bn Command
Group that one of his jets received heavy machine gun fire from Hill 916,
(vic YC 315970), Artillery fire was placed on this area, Co A began
movement at 0945 hours and made sporadic contact with the enemy throughout
the morning hoims. At 1215 hours, (vie YC 327977), Co A found 4 satchel
charges, and 1,000 AK rounds, All were destroyed, Vigual contact was
established with elements of 1-502 Abn Inf at 1240 hours, after which Co A
withdrew to the west, comtinuing their search ard destroy mission,

(b) Co B: Movement was delayoed because of air strikes, and at 0945
hours began to maneuver (vie YC 327968). At 1025 hours, Co B Pound and
destroyed 4 well-constriucted tumkers, The bunkers contained 3 Chicom
grenades, 2 RFG cleaning kits (evacuated), 1 ,51 Cal MG mount, 1 loaded RFG
launcher, 1 AR-47, and 7 NVA KIA, The RFG launcher and the AK-47 was
evacuated, At 1120 hours, Co B found 3 NVA gas masks that were booby trapped.
A1 3 were destroyed, At 1240 hours, Cé B found 1 NVA KIA and 26 fresh
graves, probably killed by Co C on 21 May 69, At 1400 héuss, (vic YC 333968)
Co B found a bunker complex with well-constructed fighting positions near
each bunker, Also & resupply and suspected hospital complex was found, Al
bunkers and supplies were destroyed., At 1715 hours, Co B found 26 NVA KIA
that had been recently killed byiair strikes or artillery.

(c) Co C: Began movement at 0945 hours, At 1110 hours, (vie YC 327~
968) Co C found 7 NVA KIA's who were killed by smll arms fire, Sporadic
fire was received throughout the day, and at 1630 hours, (vie YC 324969)
Co C found 11 well-constructed bunkers that had been destroyed by artillery
or air strikes. Search of the bunkers resulted in 18 NVA KIA and numerous
trails caused by bodies having been dragged away. The search of the area
contipued and at 1920 hours, vie YC 327968 Co C found 19 more fighting
bunkers of which 15 had been destroyed by artillery and air strikes, All
were destroyed.

(d) Co Ds Contimued security of FSB CURRAREE by employing RIF
operations and multiple LP!'s and APtg,

(e) Co E (-): DS security, FSB CURRAHEE,
(f) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHIESGADEN,

All units moved into and occupied NDP's at approximately 2@&‘5
Multiple LP's and AP's were employed. NDP!'s located at: Co A= IU” 2

Co B - YC 327968, Co C ~ ¥C 327968, Co D - FSB cmmﬁ:@, Go Ej(-*} -z*
CURRAHEE, ACN Flat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN B EDE B
“= , %; 4’\ t{é %#&J}

(14) D Day + 13 {23 May 1969):
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(a) Co A: Air strikss on Hill 916 agein delayed the early movement
of all companies, Air strikes were employed and completed at 0810 hours, Co
A began movement (vie YC 324977) and found 3 NVA shirts with T/2-6 embroi-
dered on them., Also North Vietnamese writing on the trees in the area: !'To
stay and fight - not run, This area is good to fight in," Co A received the
order to commence movement to vic YC 315970, At 0945 howurs movement began
end immediately contact was mede with an imknown 8lgze enemy force., Fighting
continued throughout the morning, and at 1450 hours, Co A found otver 100
RFG rounds and 1200 1bs of rice vic (¥ 322973) that had been partially
destroyed by air strikes, At 1545 hours, Co A found (vie YC 322973), 4 M2
Carbines, 18 RFG roumds, assorted medical supplies, 180 Chiocom grenades,
3800 1bs polished rice, 1-82mm mortar sight, and 7 NVA KIA, All the equipmant
except the weapons was destroyed in place. At 1615 hours, Co A found a number
of NVA shirts with embroidered patches on each left pocket: 7T2/8, T2/6,
and T,2, The T,2 had a red circle around it, The shirts wers evécuated to HQ's
3rd Brigade, At 1910 hours, (vic YC 322973) Co A found 11 well-constructed
A—frame bunkers 8'X4'X,! with 3! of overhead cover. All were destroyed.

(b) Co B: At 0915 hours, Co B began to advance (wic Hill 916).
At 1050 hours, CO, Co B waa ordored to move his wnit to YC.325973. Co B
immediately began maneuvering and at 1050 howrs, (vie YC 325973) found 3
bunkers containing RPG's and SKS's, 3 fresh graves, comminication wire, and
a water line sysfem., At 1120 hours in the seme area, Co B found another
bunker containing mortar equipment, SES's, AK-44’'s, RFG's, and 1 morter tube,
The weapons were evacuated, and the bunkers were destroyed, At 1135 hours,
Co B found a cache of AR-47's, RFG's and numerous contalners of small arms
smmunition, A1l were evacuated, At 1150 hours (vic YC 321973) odntact was
made with an unknown size snemy force, Artillery and ARA were called in with
unimown results, Co B continued their search and again at 1530 hours began
Teceiving mortar and RFG fire, Artillery was called in on the suspected
enemy locations, At 1600 hours (viec YC 315970) Co B found ome MIA, The body
was axtracted at 1805 hours,

(¢) Co C: At 1010 hours Co G and En Command Group began to advance,
Sporadic contact continued throughout the morning hours, and at 1340 hours,
Co C linked up with Co A at YC 322973, At 1415 hours Co C found the bodies
of 5 NVA KIA that had been kKilled by small arms fire from elements of Co C
on 22 May 69, The Search contimied and at 1540 hours the company received
fire from a well-constructed burker, The fire was reburned with M-79's and
a subsequent search revealed one NVA KIA in the bunker. A large bunker complex
was found at YC 318971, Artillery was called in and Co C suffered 5 WHAME %%
by shrapnel from friendly ARA, The 5 WHA's were medevaced at 1620-hchrg. ket
search operations continued throughout the remainder of the day, ' & +» & Ra¥

(d) Co D: Continued security of FSB CURRAHER, At 1345 howrs, FSB
CURRAHEE received 6 ineoming 122mm rockets, Cofgitépartillsery wes fired and
the rocket attack terminated at 1520 hours, ALR Ydgkets hit outside thae

16
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porimeter. Co D suffered 1 US WHA with shraprnel wounds,
(e) Co E (=): Continued DS security, FSB CURRAHFE,
(f) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

A1l vnits moved into and occupied NDP's at approximately 2000 hours.
Multiple LP's and AP's were employed. NDP!s located at: Co A - YC 323976,
Co B - YC 323974, Co G - ¥C 324973, Co D - FSB GURRAHEE, Co E (~) - PSB
CURRAHEE, RCN Prat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(15) D Day + 14 (24 May 1969)1

(a) Go A: Co A continued to search the area and spent the day
destroying bunkers and small caches, By 1100 howrs, the company had destroyed
16 bunkers, 8 fighting positions and at 1753 hours, found and destroyed
5 -~ 81X8'X8 ' bunkers, At 2010 hours, €0, 1-506 Abn Inf reported to CO, Co A
that radar had picked up 10-15 NVA approximately 700-800 meters from their
location, moving ir their direction, Artillery was called in by Co 4 on the
suspected enemy location, Search and destroy oparations comtinued until Co 4
occupiad their NDP at 2045 hours,

(b) Co B: Co B began the day's operation by receiving incoming mortar
fire at 0750 hours, Artillery was employsd on the suspected enemy location,
At 0820 bours, (YC 323974) this company found 1 bunker containing 1 RPD MG,
42 SKS rifles, 1 M-16 rifle, 3-60mm mortar roumds, 2 US Carbines, 7-82mm
mortar rounds, 1 AK-47, 50—é0mm mortar fuses, 128 powder charges for 6Qum
mortars, 4 propelling charges for &mm mortars, 24 Chicom grenades, 15
RFG-2 rowmds, 3 RPG charges, and 1 belt of 7,62 Russian manufactured ammo,
Al1 equipment was eyacuated., At 1014 howrs Co B began to advance and linked
up with A Co at 1145 hours, Co B continued their search and destroy operations
throughout the remainmder of the day, At 2122 howrs movement was detected
by the company at YC 327469, Artillery was called on the suspected enomy
location. Results were wmkmown, NDP occupied at 2030 hours,

(6) Co C: Co € and the Bn Command Group began to advance at 0745
hours and at 1003 hours, at YO 324973, found 4 bunkers containing 4 Chicom
grenedes, 22-82mn mortar rounds, 12~60mm mortar rounds, 40 1hssof polished
rice, and 2 SKS rifles, All items ware evacuated except the following items
which were destroyed: 33 Chicom grenades, 17 RFG rounds, 1 battery, 8
electric blasting caps, 7 non-electric blasting caps, 2= 1b blocks of TNT,
2-82mm mortar fuses and 4 ignition fuses for 82mm mortars, At 1100 hours, CO
1-506 Abn Inf reported that Co C had destroyed 19 bunkers 6!X6' of uhich
11 had sleeping positions, That afterncon the company found 20 more " A%
constructed bunkers, 20 RFG rounda, 50 Chicom grenades, 3,000 rowifs ﬂk < 3
ammo, and 100 lbs of NVA demo]:!.tion. Destruction of bunkers and cacke \,3
kept the company busy far the remainder of the day wnd iﬂ. they occgpi,ed-"
their NDP at 2040 hours, B % -;
w e

':?.J =
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I § T 1 Yk
(d) Co D: Contimued secwrity of FSB RIRBAHE wﬂpﬁdﬁfnﬁ“"
daylipht RIF''s, night LP's and AP!s,

(e) Go E {-)t DS FSB CURRAHEE,

(£) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bda, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

A1l umits moved into and occupled NDP's at approximately 2045 hours,
Multiple LP's and AP!s were employed by all uvnits, NDP locations: Co A -
YC 327974, Co B - YC 327969, Co C - YC 327969, Co D - FSB CURRAHEE, Co E (-) -
PSB CURRAHEE, RCN Plat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(16) D Day + 15 (25 May 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued their search and destroy operations throughout
the day with no esnemy contact, At 1220 hours Co A found items of US equip-
ment that had been booby trapped with 1-82mm mortar round, BBT was destroyed
in place, At 1220 hours, & recently used area was discovered comtaining 1
NVA carteen, numerous first aid bandages both new and used, and 1 bottle of
unkmown type pills., At 1607 hours, 3 electri®al wires, running N & S were
discovered. They were made of 20 gauge copper wire with white insulators.
The wire vas cut in numerous places,

(b) Co B: Conducted reconnaissance in force operations in agsigued
AQ and had no enemy cantact during the day.

(c) Co C: Continued to provide security for thé Ba Command Group and
condueted reconnaissance in forcs operations in assigned AO and had negabive
contact with the enemy.

(d) Co D: Continued security of FSB CURRAHEE by employing multiple
RIF operations, LP!'s and AP's,

(e) Co E (~): DS FSB CURRAHER,

(£) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGAIEN,

A1l umits moved into and occupied NDP'!s at approximately 2000 hours.
Multiple LP!'s and AP!s were employed by all units, NDP!a located at:

- YC 333967, Co B - ¥C 327965, Co C ~ YC 327965, Co D - FSB CURRAHEE, Co E
(<) - FSB CUB.RAEEE RCH Plat - FSB BmCHTESGADm. ﬁ%g
o @ﬁ

(17) D Imy + 16 (26 May 1969) s w8
Operation "APACHE SNOWH contin®e ‘lsh mts pdnduétmg search and

destroy cperations within their assign A 'g. At-0950 hours, the GG 1Qlst
Airborne Division visited FSB CURRAHEE Fresented the Silver Star to LTC
JAMES M, BOWERS, Commanding Officer, lst Battalion, 506th Adirborne Infantry

- 18
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for his action's on 20 May 69, vicinity Hill 937.

() Co A: Continund search apd destroy operations in assigned AQ,
No enemy contact was made during the day,

(b) Co B: Continued their search of bumker complexes and at 1835
hours reported finding 49-60Cmm mortar rourds, 2-60mm mortar charges, 35
RPG-2 rounds, 12 rifle gremades, 33-82mm mortar charges, 25 propellent
shells, and 7 AK-47 magazines at YC 336961, A1l were destroyed in place
except the mortar ammo which vas extracted to HQ's, 3rd Brigade,

(c) Co C: Continued their search and destroy opsrations and at
1430 hours, linked up with Co B at ¥C 333966, At 1514 hours, the Bn
Command Group and Co C foumd high tefision wires with 2 different type
insulators st YC 333966, Bicycle tracks were found throughout the same
area on numerous recently used trails found in the same vicinity, At 1527
hours, the company discovered numerous bunkers with fighting positions,
located st YC 337963, Also 23 hooches were found, each with bunkers
underneath and Pighting positions nearby. The bimkers were H1X8' and
6'X10" with 2-3! overhead ¢over, In the same area 12-60mm mortar rounds,
3 REG-2 rounds, 1 large 2-mfn 6ross-cut saw, and miscellaneous tools wers
found, All were destroyed except the mortar ammo which was extracted to
HQ's, 3rd Brigade.

(d) Co D: Continned the security of FSB CURRAHEE, employing multiple
daylight RIF's, night LP's and AP's,

(8) Co E (-): DS FSB CURRAHEE,
(£) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

Units moved imto and occupied NDP's at approximately 2000 hours,
Multiple LP'!'s and AP's were employed, NDP's located at: Co A = YC 347969,
Co B - YC 331996, Co C ~ YC 337963, Co D - F3B CURRAHEE, Co E (-) - FSB
CURRAHEE, RCN Plat ~ FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(18) D Day + 17 (27 May 1969):

Operation "APACHE SNOW" continued as units of the 1lst of the
CURRAHNEES conducted search and destroy operations in vieinity of Hill 937,
At 0820 hours, Co B reported fimding ome fresh grave comtaining 1 NVA XIA
killed by small arms and wearing US type web gear, At 1545 hours,
found a corn field 25 meters long. The field was destroyed, X
tinued reconnaissance in force operations but there wam ndic
enemy during the day, Al11 units moved into NDBia & %a hp)

astablished mxltiple LP's and AP's, NDP's locatidd B

Co B - YC 337962, Co G - ¥C 348961, Co D - FSB\GRRIAH £
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CURRAHEE, RON. Plat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN,
(19) D Imy + 18 (28 May 1969):

A1) vnits continued operation "APACHE SNOW!”, The major eveat of the
day wa3 the exchange of missions ard AO's between D and C Co's, Co A was
airlifted to FSB CURRAHEE and assumed the mission of securing FSB CURRAHEE;
D Co replaced Co A in the A0, A rownd-robin-type 2irlift commenced at
1310 hours, with last PZ/LZ being completed at 1402 hours, Report was
roceived f‘rom 3rd Bripade that FSB BRADLEY had been attacked at 0440
hours, CO, 1-506 informed the rear TOC to increase security of FSB
CURRABEE and to increase their H & I fires. A1l units moved into and occuplsd
NDP's at approximately 2045 hours and established multiple LP's and AP's,
NDP!'s located at: Co A ~ FSB CURRAHEE, Co B - YC 350962, Co C - YC 355964,
Co D - YC 351974, Co E (=) - PSB CURRAHEE RCN Plat -~ FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(20) D Day + 19 (29 May 1969):

3rd Brigade notified €O, 1~506 that the BRCN Flat would by relieved
of F3B security of FSB BERCRTESGADEN on 31 May 69, and would retura to
Battalion control. Alao that operations in 10lst A0 would be halted from
300600 May to6 310600 May in observance of Buddha's birthday,

(a) Co A: Continued the security of FSB CURRAREE by conducting
daylight RIF operations and employing multiple night LP!s and AP's,

(b) Co B: Began RIF at 0800 hours and reported 1 US with high
fever, Medevac was completed at 0900 hours, The company continued search
and destroy operatioms throughout the day without enemy comtact.

(¢) Co C: Continued security of the Bn Command Gyoup and at 0936
bours, reported finding /4 bunkers 41X3'X3! (vic YC 356966), Two had 2-3!
overhead cover of dirt and logs and all were destroyed.

(d) Co D: Began RIF at first light and moved (vie YC 360973) and
found 1 hooch with a well-constructed unmderground bumker containing 1 box
of M-60 ammo, 2 blocks of TNT, 40 AK-47 rounds, 2 empty M-16 magasines, 1
stesl folding chair, and mscellaneous pottery amd silverware, Bunker and
all findings were destroyed,

(e) Co E (~): DS FSR CURRAHEE, (i's,
. I; t\
(£f) RCN Plat: OPCON 3rd Bde, FSB Bmcﬁgsqw A %
A Ry L\
A% 1121 hours, FSB CURRAHEE zeceﬁvba gix. i\z;:: l:ézm rocksts
% cagualties,
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Al1 units moved into and occupied NDP!s at approxima‘tely 2045
hours, Multiple LP!s and AP's were employed. NDP!s located vic; Co A =
FSB GURRAHEE Co B ~ YC 365966, Co C « YC 369966, Co D - YC 369966,

Co E (-} -~ FSB CURRAHEE. RCN Plat ~ FSB BEGH‘I‘ESGADEN

(21) D Day + 20 (30 May 1969):

Operations in support of MAPACHE SNOW* were halted in observance
of the Buddha's blrthday, A1l units utilized this time to prepare thelr
equiment for future operations, NDP!s were occupied at approximately
2045 hours and multiple LP's and AP's were employed, NDPls located at:
Co 4 - FSB CURRAHEE, Co B - ¥C 365954, Co C ~ YC 369966, Co D - YC 3699&.
Co E (-) - ISB GmRAHEE RCN Fjat - FSB BERCHTESGADEN,

(22) D Day + 21 (31 May 1969):

Operation "APACHE SNOW" resumed at 0600 hours, with all units
seginning to RIF at 0705 hours, RCN Platoen was relleved of saecurity for
FSB BERCHTESGADEN and was air lifted to FSB CURRAHEE, completing the move
at 0933 hours.

(8) Co A: Continued to provide sscurity for FSB CURRAHEE, agsumed
OPCON RCN Plat and employed it in RIF operations in vie FSB CURRAHEE,

(b) Co B: Conducted search and destroy operations in assigned AO,
with negative enemy contact,

(¢} Co C: Conducted search and destroy operatioms in assigned 40,
with negative enemy contact,

(d) Co D: Commenced RIF at first light and at 1217 howrs made

contact with an unknown size enemy force (vic YO 375967), Small arms fire
and grepades were received from approximately 30 meters away, Contact was
broken by the ememy at 1310 hours, Co D suffered 4 US WHA with shrapnel
wounds, Medevac was completed at 1320 hours, Continuing the RIF at 1610 hours,
Co D made ocontact again by an estimated squad size ememy force resulting
in one US WHA, Fnemy casualties were unknown, Msdevac was completed at 1749
ours,

(e} Co E (-): DS FSB CURRABEE,

(f) RCN Plat: DS FSB CURRAHEE, qk ;ﬁf‘?* ﬁn%

481 zogp; idtra,
CURRAHEE, Co B — YC 376942, Go C - YC 379962, Co rx o iy
FSB CURRAHEE, RCN Plat — FSB CURRAHEE, M =

AN
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(23) D Day + 22 (1 June 1969):

C0, 1-506 Abn Inf was given the mission of providing 2 companies
for a cambat assault operation vic YC 349990 to search for and destroy
NVA/VC forces and caches., Plans were formilated and orders were issued
for Companies B and D to begin movement immediately east to FSB CURRAHEE
to prepare for cémbat assault operations on 3 Jume 69. (See inclusure 2
for area of operations).

(8) Co A: Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE by
conducting RIF operations and employing nultiple LP's and AP's,

(b) Co B: Search and destroy operations continued and at 1100
hours, Co B had one man medevaced for a troken leg., Medevac was completed
at 1237 hours, The company continued to search the area of operation east
towards FSB CURRAHEE without enemy contact,

(¢) Co C: GContinued to provide security for the Bp Command Group
and conducted search and destroy operations throughout the day without
enemy contact. )

(@) Co D: At 0915 hours, vie YC 375968 the company found 1 fighting
position with 1-60mm mortar complete, 28-60mm mortar rounds with primers, 4
rucksacks, 100 1bs polished rice, 1 US protoective mask, 2 boxes 60mn mortar
fuses, 2 Chicom gremades, 1 Chicam claymore, and 1 NVA pistol belt, The
pistol belt had "HO6", "GIAN YOIEN", PHT 165521T" and "HGUYIR GUON LOC TRAN™
written on it, AL} fighting positions were destroyed, and all equipment
was evacuated, The company continued their search and at 1100 hours found a
bunker complex (YC 376967) with 4 bunkers, 2 with overhead cover and 2
under construction, In the same area, three cooking hooches were found. All
bunikers and hooches were destroyed, Search of the area was continued and at
1347 hours, 1 metal badge with silver writing on it was found. In the same
area 2 bunkers 1-2'X4'X2' and 1-121X208X8' with 3' overhead cover were
found which had been recently constructed. All equipment was extracted and
all bunkers were destroyed., The search contimwed eastward towards FSB
CURRAHEE without epemy contact,

(e} Co E (=): Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE,
{f) RCN Plat: Continued to provide securlty for FSB CURRAHEE,

A1l wnits moved into and occupied NDP's at apmroximately 2010 hours.
Multiple LP's and AP's were employed, NDP!'s located at: Co A - FSB :
CURRAHEE, Go B - IC 395947, Co C = YO 393955, Co D ~ X0 .3909%@@?%@;&
FSB CURRAHEE, RCN Plat - FSB CURRAHEE; LSRN AR )
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(24) D Day + 23 (2 June 1969):

(2) Co A: Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE dy
8mploying multiple daylight RIF's and night LP's and AP's,

(b) Co B: Began moving at first light and at 0710 hours clossd
at FSB CURRAHEE, The company conducted maintenance of equipment and was
given a stand down, Showers, clean clothing, ice cream, and repair teams
for ordnance and signal items were provided, Remainder of the day was
devoted to preparation for the next day's operation.

(¢) Co C: Contimued their early movement with the Br Command Group
and closed FSB CURRAHEE at 0830 hours, The company conducted maintenance of
eguipment and was given a stand down, Showers, clean clothes, ice cream
and repair teams for ordmance and signal items were provided. Ths rem2inder
of the day was devoted to mint.enance and relaxation and preparation for
futwe operations,

(d) Co D: At 0820 hours, YC 311966 found 1 hooch 15!tX25'X10! with
thatched roof and & bamboo floor, An animal pen was close by and showed signs -~
of recent use. Hooch and pen weras destroyed, The company continued RIFing
eastward and closed FSB CURRAHEE at 1045 hours. The company conducted
maintensance of equipment and was given & atand down, Showers, clean clothes,
ice cream, and repair teams for ordnance ard signal items were provided,
Remainder of the day was devoted to maintenance and relaxation and prepara—
tion for future operations,

(8) Co E (=): Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE,
(£) RON Plat: Retwrned to Camp Evans for repelling training,

A1l units moved iunto NDP!'s at approximately 2045 hours vicinity
FSB CURRAHEE,

(25) D Day + 24 (3 June 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE employing
muitiple RIF operations and LP!s and AP's,

(b) Co B: Conducted airmobile combat assault vic YC 347990, lst
1ift departed FSB CURRAHEE at 0808 hrs and completed insertion at (833 hours,
LZ wes cold, (One man was injured with a possible fractured leg, Medevac
called and completed at 0905 hours, Operations continued and at 0935 hours
vic YO 346983 found 2 bunkers, 1~10'X151X10" and 1-4'X5!X4! with 21 overhead@
cover, Both bunkers were destroyed At 1050 hours, vie YC 345985 the
found and destroyed 1 Chicom claymore mine that uas hanging ina
Movement continved ami at 1136 hourd, the point\%egtfqﬁ @Wp‘s%bed 2-3

23



AVDG-CB 7, I
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report,

NVA and engaged them with sp2ll arms fire., S RV

revealed 1 NVA KTA, 1 AXK450 captured and indications that anothar body

had been drug away from the contact area, At 1145 hours, vie YC 345985 an
arm and another AK-50 was foumd, Both weapons were evacuated. At 1255 hours,
1 NVA with RRG was spotted moving west, ARA and gunships were employed with
negative results. Continuing the search, movement was again spotted

at YC 345985, Gunships were employed, At 1427 howrs the company came inder
attack with an unknown size enemy force firing small arms and RFG's, Small
arms fire vas returned and artillery called in with negative results,
Operztions cantinued throughout the day with negative enemy combact,

(¢) Co C: Remained at FSB CURRAHEE providing security and
construction of FSB CURRAHEE,

(@) Co D: Conducted airmobile combat assault into an LZ vie

YC 347990, LZ was cold. First 1ift departed FSB CURRAHEE 0828 hours, and
insertion was completed at 0900 hours. At 1445 hours, vic YC 355974 Co D
found 3 spider holes recemtly used with 2! of overhead cover, All were
destroyed, Operatioms continued and at 1555 hours, the company found some
printed material and a published letter from Ho Chi Minh telling NVA what
a good job they were doing. Publications were evacuated., The oparation
continued with negative enemy contact during the day,

(e) Co E (-): Continued to provide security for FSB CURRAHEE,
(f) RCN Flat: Contimed repelling training at Camp Evana,

Units moved into and oceupied NDP's at approximately 2045 hours,
Multiple LP's and AP's were employed by all units, NDP's located at:
Co A - FSB CURRAHEE, Co B -~ 342982, Co C ~ FSB CURRAHEE, Co D -~ YC 357995,
Co B (-) —FSBCURRA.HEE RCN Plat - Camp Evens,

(26) D Day + 25 (4 June 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued security and construction of FSB CURRAHEE and
employed multiple RIF operationg, LP's and APts,

(v) Co B: At 0720 hours, Co B's lst and 4th platoons departed the
NDP leaving 2nd platoon as a stay-behind force at the NDP, At 0739 hours, 1
NA entered the NDP, Small arms fire was employed resulbting in 1 NW\ KIA
and 1 AK-47 captured., At 0835 hours, 1 NVA was seen moving into the Ymbush
pogition. Small arms fire was employed and Co Bfs 2nd platoon began ruceiving
RRy rounds from an unknown size enemy force, Artillery was called in on the
suspected enemy location with unknown results, Co B suffered 6 WHA‘@
shrapnel, Medevac completed at 1000 hours, Operations contin At 7
hours, 1 anti-aireraft position and 4 mortar positions,, ﬁ ﬂféifa
were found. A1l positions were destroyed, 'me comgany"—ca ued :bo
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throughout the day and found mumerous recently used trails, Negative
further epemy contact made during the remainder of the day.

(¢) Co C: Continued to provide security and construction of
FSB CURRAHEE,

(d) Co D; Began moving at 0710 hours and at 1110 hours found an.
NDP position vic YC 362996 with 20 fox holes, All positions wers destroyed.
No enemy contact was made throughout the day.

(e) Co E (-): Comtinued security of FSB CURRAHEE,
(£) RCN Flat: Conbinued repelling training at Camp Evans,

Units moved into and occupied NDP's at approximately 2015 hours,
Miltiple LP's and AP's were employed by all units, NDP'as located at:
Co A - FSB CURRAHEE, Co B = ¥C 344984, Co C - FSB CURRAHEE, Co D - YC
365995. Co E (~) - FSB CURRAHEE, R@Y Plat - Camp Evans,

(27) D Day + 26 (5 Jume 1969):

(a) Co A: Continued security and construction of FSB CURRAHEE and
employed multiple RIF operations, LP's and AP's,

(b) GCo B: Boegan early movement and at 0810 hours, vic YC 353986
found 2 overnight sleeping positions that were used during the might, Search
operations cantinued and no enemy contact was made during the day's opsratioun.

~(c) Co C: Began carly preparatitns for movement by helicopters té
Eagle Beach., Movement began at 0915 hours and was completed at 1RO hours,

_ (@) Co D: Departed the night NDP at 0745 hours and moved east
continuing the search and destroy mission. At 1100 hours, vic YC 368994, the
coupany found 4 hooches 10'X10'X10! with 5 well-constructed bunkers 4'X5!
with 2! overhead cover, One container of .51 Gal MG ammo with 30 rounds
was found in the bunker, All bunkers were destroyed and the ammunition was
evacuated, Movement continued end at 1445 hours, vie YC 371986 a fighting
trenc¢h, 3'-5' deep with overhead cover was found, Slesping positions were
abwmdant, Trench was approximately 120' long, and was destroyed. No enemy
corntact was pade during the day's operation,

(e) Co E (-): Continued security and construction of FSB CURRAHEE,
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A

ik
" Units moved imto and occupied NDP's a approé.rﬁa 3
established multiple LP's and AP's, NDP's located at: Co A - FSB CORRAHEE,
Co B - YC 367982, Co G - Eagle Beach Rest Center, Co D ~ YC 371987, Co E
(- ) ~ FSB CUM?AHEE RCN Plat - Camp Evans,

(28) D bay +27 (6 June 1969):

(a) Co A: Began early preparations for movement to Pagle Bsach,
Helicopter movement began at 1120 hours and was completed at 1235 howrs,

(b) Co B: Comtinued ssarch operations and had negative enamy
contact during the day's operatiom,

(¢) Co C: Returned to FSB CURRAHEE from Eagle Beach closing at
1311 hours and assumed security for FSB CURRAHEE,

(d) Co D: Continued operations in assigned A0 and had negative
snemy contact during the day's oparation.

(e} Co B (~): Continued security FSB CURRAHEE,
(f) RCN Flat: Completed repelling training at Camp Evans,

All mits moved into and octupled NDP!s at approximately 2015 houre
and employed multiple LP's and AP's, NDP's located at: Co A - Pagle Beach,
Co B - YC 389977, Co C - FSB CURRAHEE, Ca D - YC 385983, Co E (-) ~ FSB
CURRAHEE, RCN Pla't ~ Camp Evans,

(29) D Dmy 4 28 (7 June 1969):

(a) Co A: Returned to FSB CURRAHEE from Eaglo Beach and were immed-
iately inserted inbd an LZ vic FSB GECGRGIA, ¥YD 410033, Imsertion was
completed at 1117 howrs,

(b) Co B: Began sarly movemsnt for extraction and movememt to Eagle
Beach, At 0845 hours, YC 392977 the company found 4 bumkers, 8'X8'X/' with
3! overhead cover, All bunkers were destroyed., The company arrived at the
PZ at 0915 hours vic YC 401976 and began extraction to Fagle Beach, Movement
was completed at 1040 hours,

(6) Co E (-): Continued security of FSB CURRAREE,

(£) RCN Plat: Conducted move from Camp Evans to:FSB CURRARER) pdl ;

was inserted into FSB GEORGIA at 1720 hours gy %Q}m{‘_ »\ % ga 4 3

W s ‘, g,,u

Locations of wnite were: Co A.- NDHE 2¥B, udi CO Fagle Beach,

Co C - FSB CURRAHEE, Co D ~ Eagle Beach, Co ¥ (~) — FSB GURRAHEE RCN Flat -
FSB GECRGIA,
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(30) D Day + 29 (8 June 1969):

Operation "APACHE SNOW" officlally termimated for the lst of the
CURRAHEES at 082400 hours, The day's activities consisted of Co A continuing
operations northeast of FSB EAGLES NEST; Co B assuming responsibility for
FSB BERCHTESGADEN and FSB EAGLES NEST; Co C and D being ingserted into FSB
GEORGIA for operations northeast of FSB EAGLES NEST; and Co R (-) remained
as security for FSB CURRAHEE pending relocation of 1-506 Abn Inf Tactical
Operations Center to EAGLES NEST on 9 June 1969.

12, Results:

a. The mission given the lst of the 506th was successfully accomplished
by destroying NVA/VC forces, base camps, and caches and denying him the use
of the area of opsrations as a resupply location and staging area for
replacement persomnel.

b. Enemy losses:

(1) K1A: 159
(2) KBAA: UMK
(3) KBA: URK

“(4) CAPTIRED: 1

¢, Friendly losses:

(1) KBE:: 22
(2) wBA: 136
(3) ma: 12

d. Body 'bo-weapons ratio: 21

2, FInemy to friendly killed matio: 7:1
13, Administration: Current AIMINO used,

1., Logistios: Curremt ARMING used,
15, Chemical: N/A,

16. Civil Affairs: N/A,
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17, Psychological Operations: N/A,
18, Commmications: N/A,

19, BPngineer: Two engineer personnel wore attached to each company dwring
Operation APACHE SNOW, Engineers were primarily used in demolition rales in
destroying caches, bunkers, etc,

20, Artillery: N/A.
21, Special Bquipment and Techniques: N/A,
22-23, Commander?'s analysis and recommendations:

A, (1) Observation, Units capturing enemy psrsommel are not permitted
sufficient time to interrogate these persomel in orddr to obtain immediate
tactical information. ,

(2) Discussion, On 21 May 1969 an NVA soldier was captured by
B Company 1-506 who indicated a willingness to assiat US forces. At the
time of capture he had a shrapnel wound in the right leg and was treated
by medics from B Company which helped to increase his willingness to cooper~
ate, The Battalion was informed to immediately evacuete the individuel teo
higher headquarters, Apmroximately aix hours later the Battallon was
informed that the POW revealed that an enemy rescon platoon was located only
300 meters west of Co C 1-506 who had encountered enemy in that location
the previous evening, ,
(3) Recommepdation. Thet wnits be permitted to retain FOWlas for a
sufficient period of time to obtain information of an immediate tactical value.

B, (1) Observation, Slow reaction time and inaccuracy of CS employmsnt
by WH-1 airecraft,

(2) Discussion. It took excessive time to get a CS ship on station
and thern GS was dropped So high that it was imaccurate and was greatly
offected by wind,

(3) Recommendation, That more frequent use be made of CS drops
and thet CS pilots continually stay abreast of friendly locations and
gituations,

C. (1) Observation. When attacking ensmy bunksr gomplexes mamy Shest
wounds are constantly inflicted by small arms and fregments, £rbm. REFLS,
claymores apd grenades,
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(2) Discussiam, Company C of thoPHhEMaeoRsAdb bbbl B1dk
jackets while attacking a bunker complex and also for protection of
secondary 8" Artillery fragments thet were firing a destruction mission
on the complex, The objective was completely destroyed by the 8" fire and
no enemy fire-was encountersd, No casualties were suffered from secondary
fragments,

(3) Recommendation. That troops encountering bunker complexes
utilize £lak jackets and that 8" Artillery be used for destruction missions
on bunker complexes prior to the assault. These type fires can be called
in within 300 meters of friendly troops when troops taks cover and utllize
flak jackets,

D. (1) Observation, Vary few adequate LZ's wore available within
the area of operation,

(2) Discussion. A rifle company must remain within a ome hour
distance from an LZ for immediate extractiom for contengency plans,
medevac's, resupply, reinforecements, etc,

(3) Recommendation, That all rifle companies cut a minumm of one
LZ daily. This can be accomplished by the platoon providing security for
the company CP while the remeining platoons are conduecting search and
destroy or reconnaissance in force opsratiomns,

E, (1) Observation, Employing stay-behind forces upon departurs
from night defensive positions,

(2) Discussion, On 4 June 1969, Go B 1st Bn, 506th Abn Inf
departed the NDP leaving the 2nd platoon as a stay-behind force, (Ses par
11 b, (26)), This action resulted in Co B springing a sucessful ambush
when two NVA emtered the NDP area within 30 minutes after B Company'a
departure.

(3) Recommendation. That all units employ maximum stay~behind
forces. This type operation will normally yeild more enemy contact and
urther, will confuse the enemy so that his plans must be changed.

F, (1) Observation, Units requiring resupply of water were -
wltnessing a loss of water through use of plastic 5 gallon containerﬁ', ]
wera cracked when dropped ‘from resupply ships, N W

m A \?‘ L\ ,j& %
,\r‘506‘bh: AAbg Igf‘ ng@.fe?
oiib, | Mﬂgggdé% iners were

(2) Discussion. Units of the lst
xosupnly at a higher rate than normal., Throus
in short supply: 155 powder bag containers e resupply all units
w/water ard proved very effective for kdck ssions, They are water
tight and sturdy enough to penetrate the jungle canopy when dropped from
heights of 100 - 150 feset,
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(3) Recommendations, That supply parsonnel wtilize the 155
powder bag conteiners for resupply of water,

JAMES », BOWERS
LIC Infantry

Commanding
2 Inclosures:

1, Area of Operations, 10 May - 9 Jun 69.
2, Area of Operations, 3 Jun - 9 Jun 69,



DERARTMENT (F THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 2D BATTALICN, SO6TE AIRBCRYE INFANTRY
APC San Francisco 96383
AVDG=CC~C 20 June 1949

SUBJECT: Combat After 4ction Report OFGRD 3-69 (APASHE SR (u)

Cormanding Officer

38 Bde, l0lst Abn Div
ATTIN: &3

APD 96383

1, (U) NAME OF OPERATICN: APACHE SNOW.

2. () DATES OF OPERATICN: 211200 May 69 to 080001 June 69 (inclusive dates
of 2-506 participation),

3. () LOCATION: Northern A Shau Valley, Nam Hoa District, Thua Thien Pro-
vince, RVN, Maps: Vietnam Map Series L70ll, Sheets 6LL1 I z2nd 6ull IV, Scale
1:50,000 and Pictomap Supplement Series L8020, Sheet 6LLT 1VS, S¢ale 1:25,000.
L. () COMMAND/CONTROL HEADQUARTRES: Hgs, 2d Bde, 1l0lst Airborme Nvisisn.
5. {( ) REPCRTTNG OFFICER: LTC fGene T Sherron (ALLIGATCR).
6. () TASK ORGANIZATION: A/2-506, B/2-506, C/2-506, D/2-506, E/2-506 (-).
7. ( ) SUPFOXTING FORCES:
a. Artillery:
(1) C/2-31%9th Artidlery (105). Direct Support.
(2) 2~11th Artillery (-) (155). General Support Reinforcing.
(3) 1-83rd Artillery (-) (175/8"). feneral Support Reinforcing.
(4) L~77th Artillery (~) (4RA), %eneral Support Reinforcing.
b. Tectical Air Support: 7th TAP.
c. Airlift and Resupply:
(1) %SBth Assault Helicopter Rattalion.

(2) 159th Assault Helicopier Battalion.
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d. BEngineer: 1 Plat B/326th Engr.
8. Pathfinder: 160th Aviation Group.
8. () IVTELLIGENCE: See Intelligence Inclosure.

9. () MISSICN: 2-506th Inf, combat assault, 21 May 1969, -into-FSB .AikbEdie
(YD355070), conduct RIF operations to locate and destroy ememy forces, base
areas and caches in assigned area of operation.

16, ( ) CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Three (3) companies conduct RIF/Search and
Clear Operatiobs on separate axes with the BN CP, one (1) rifle company and the
combat support company (-) located at FSB Airborme for security. comnstruction
and improvemgnt of the facility.

21. EXECUTION:
a. Method of Cperation:

(1) A/2-506: Provide security, conduct 1scal FIF ard improve de~
fensive positions at FSB Airborne.

(2 B/2~506: RIF/Search apd Clsar from FSB Airborne to the SW.
(3) $/2-506: RIF/Search and Clear from FSB Afrborne to the S-SE.
(LY ©n/2-506: RIF/Search and Clear from FSB Airborne to the M.
(3) E/2-506 (~)1 Provide 8lmm mortar support from FSB Afrbornme.

(2) Provide ground surveillance through employment of crew-
served starlight scopes, radar, and anti-intrusion devices.

(p) Recon Plat provide security for FS3 Airborne, improve de~
fensive positions and conduct local RIF operations. (See Inclosure 2, Operations
Schematic, )

b, Operations Narrative:

() 21 May 69: The 2-506th Inf began participation in Operation
APACHE, SNOW with ‘the movement, by CH-L7, of the Bn CP, Companies B, C and E (-)
flrom Camp Evans, Phong Dien District Headquarters and An Lo Bridge to FSB Blaze
(YD529020). This move consisted of 312 PAX utiliszing 10 CH-L7 sorties. Upon
completion of the Hook move to FSB Blaze, the Bn CP and Company E (-) conducted
a CA from PZ FSB Blaze toc FSB Airborne. This move coosisted of 107 PAX, util-
izing 22 sorties., Company A was released from OPCON to the 3-187th Inf and con-
ducted a CA from P2 YC327982 to LZ FSB Airborme with 85 PAX utilizing 17 sorties.
Compamy A and Recon Plat assumed 2 defensive position on FSB Airborne. Because
of darkness, Companies B, C and D remained at FSB Blaze and FSB Currahee owernight.
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(2) 22 May 69: The CA of Companies B, C and D from FSB'S‘
and Currahee was completed and consisted of gof O
completion of this CA, all elements of the & gary 3
Airborne. Companies B, C and D began their® ‘./Search ang, Glcalz Operstas
away from FSB Airborne on separate axes. C&f
local RIF missiobs in the immediate vicinity of FSB Airborne. A1l units began
finding evidence of enemy activity as they contimued their operations, i1.e.,
numerous items of enemy equipment, bunkers and hooches. Some of the bunkers
appeared to have been used as recently as three (3) weeks. There was no enemy
contact on 22 May.

i
>

(3) 23 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continned operations in assiomed AQ
with the Bn CP, Compapies A and E (-) located at FSB Airborne. At 0055 hovrs,
FSB Airborne received four (l}) rounds of 60mm mor+ar fire, Thers were no cas-
ulties as a result of this action. Compavies B, C and D contimeed to find
evidence of enemy activity in the area. Co B, vic YN360072, received small
armg fire from an unknown enemy force resulting in 1 US/XIA and 2 GUSMIA. At
1010 hours at YD36106L, Co B was again in contact wibth three (3) enemy. The
point man was hit, but as a result of an armor chest plate which he was wear-
ing, he sustained only a minor injury. At 1050 houws, at the same location,
Co B was again in contact for the third time today with the same three (3)
eneny. The RecCon Plat was sent from FSB Airborme %o Co Bis location tp assist
in the removel of Co B's KIAs and WIAs.2-506 used blocking.Fire with 8Xmm moy-
tars and employed an air ctrike on & hilltop near Co B's location. At 1213
hours, at YD3i3076, Co D received small arms and RPG fire. In this action, Co
D had one (1) man wounded who, at 1250 hours died as & result of injuries sus-
tained, At 3.705 hours, at YD344078, Co D had owe (1) incoming round, & Sus-
pected 82mm mortar round. This resulted in one (1) man wounded. But, at 1722
hours, this man died as a result of his wounds. For the day, then, there wers
L US/KIA, S US/WIA and 1 US/NRI (Non-Battle-Injury).

(L) 24 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued to conduct RIF/Search and
Clear Operations in its assigned A0, with Co B moving to the SH, €o C to the
S and Co D to the NMW. Signs of eremy activity were still being found as units
progressed. At O5hS hours, FSB Airborne received an estimated 38 rounds of
60mm mortar fire from an unkn-wn location. There were nepative casualties in
this action. Co D had three (3) contacts during the day at 0920 hosrs, 1210
hours and 1800 hours, 1In the first action, at 0520 hours, at YD342076, Co D
obgerved one (1) NVA woving about 200 meters from their NDP to the east. They
engaged him with small arms fire, however, a RIF of the area had neecative re-
sults. Then at 1210 hours, at YD3L1076, Co D received ten (10) rounds of small
arms sniper fire., The sniper was believed to be located ip a2 tree., A RIF once
again led to negative results. Finally, at 1800 hours, Co D at ¥D3L107L receivec
four (L) rounds of small arms fire with the suspected enemy location being 150
meters to their south. They encaged but did not receive return fire. In all
three contacts, Co D did not have any casualties., In other action today, Cous =
at 1156 hours, at YD349077, discovered and destroyed two (2) 250 pguné bonibs
Then at 1803 hours, at ¥D351076, Co C received three (3) bursts/of sm&}l
fire but sustained pegative injuries. They checked gpt,tﬁb area g{
pected enemy location but had negative findings.{RRu: lP fr ed one
(1) NvA armed with an ARKL? who fired at FSB Airbo¥pe | flrmg of a
"mad minute,” Op the day then, there weneTio fridpgd ¥¥r confirmed enemy
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“Fhere were several buBkdtE ang
nits found various items of enemy

Oy -

casualties as a result of these actions
hooches found in the AD. Additionally,
clothing and equipment.

(5) 25 May 69: A1l units continued to maneuver against suspected
eneny positions and caches and continued to find bunkers, fighting positions
and enemy clothing and equipment. At O915 hours, an air strike was employed
for LZ construction. The only contact for the day was made by Co B at 1835
hours at ¥D361066, at which time they received three (3) RPG rounds and some
small arms fire, They returned fire and after checking out the area, they
f;\)md a peol of blood btut negative further. Ipo the action, Co B sustained five

WTA.

(6) 26 May 69: At 1205 hours, three (3) air strikes wire employed
for L7 construction. There were two (2) ememy conkvacts during the dey, one (%)
at 10L0 hours wher Co D received approximately ten {10) rounds of small arms
fire and the other was at 1350 hours when a "stay-behind" patrsl fror Co B fired
on ove (1) enemy entering their former NDP at ¥D361065., Eesulis of these actione
were one (1) NVA/KIA and one (1) US/WIA. In other action today, Co C and the
Recon Plat each found a bunker complex and Co C also found five (5) graves contai-
ing decomposed bodies,

(7) 27 May 69: The 2-506th Inf contimued its RIF/Search and Clear
Operations in the northern A Shan Valley. At OL25 hours, there was an 82mm
mortar attack on FS5 Airborne. Seven (7) or eight (8) rounds landed inside the
perimeter witl: direct hits on two (2) bunkers and zn LP located 25 meters out-
side the perimeter, There were four (L) US/KI4 and six (6) US/WIA as a result
of the attack. Simultaneously, with the mortar attack on FSB Airborne, Cs B
came under a grenade attack but sustained no casuwalties. During the day, units
contirued to find enemy bunkers, hooches, equipment and munitions which wes high-
lighted by three (3) separate caches, féund in vicinity YD3LBO063. and discovered
by Co C which consisted of a total of 800 rounds of 82mm mortar , 600 rounds of
60mm mortar-, 100 RPG~9 and 100 RPG-7 rounds. All of the ammunition 1n these
caches was in good condition amd was evacuated.

(8) 28 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued operations in the northern
A Shau Valley with the Bn CP, Companies A and E (-) located at FSR Airborne and
Companies B, C and D manenvering against suspected enemy locations and caches.
Co B at ¥YD338056 and Co D at YD329075, found small bunker and hooch complexess
and a small amount of clothing and and miscellaneous equipment. GCo C, at
¥D351058, found three (3) new AXL7 Rifles wrepped i plastic and somg :‘Qﬂ\%—
azines. At 17L8 hours, Co D, while moving into its NDP located ageat YB330015Y
tripped a booby trap eonsisting of two or three clavmores. Thi& rean Lteds
fourteen (1k) US/WIA.

(9) 29 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continuedBr $pE¥abe” in ibs assimned
A0. There were no enemy contacts during the day, howemeey-Co,D,;While in its
NDP located at ¥D327068, received one (1) incoming ¢RE¥&.Phpsphorous r~und be-
lieved tD be a 105mm from C/2-319th Artillery locate®.,'af BSE Airborne. As a
result of this, Co D sustained five (5) US/WIA who ha¥® Bo be Medivaced.
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(10) 30 May 69: The 2-S06th Inf continued to opefdte ‘E;;%e northern
A Shau Valley. At 1500 hours, viec YDBQ?OQ&, Co D found an anti-aircraft posi-

tion with 12.7m@ ammupnition in it and %’(S) bunkera and four (L) hooches., Co
¥

C found an assortment of old and rusty Symunition -and Recon Plat, while on a lo-
cal RIF of F3B Ailrborne, found three (3
medical supplies and documents in a cave.

ty of NVA fatigues and miscellaneous

(11) 31 May 69: The 2-S06th Inf contimed RIF/Search and Clear Cper-
ations in its assigmed AC in the northern A Shau Valley. Companies B, C and D,
while operating on separate axgs, all found evidence of snemy activity in their
respective areas. At YD328066, Co D found a bunker/hooch c-mplex wi th a latrine,
a shower point and an observation platform. At ¥D3L9063, Co C located an ammuni-
tion cache consisting of 215-82mm mortar rounds, 100-60mm wortar rounds, 31 RPG-7
ard 12 RPG-9 rounds and 1k BLO Rockets. Also at ¥D350067, Co C found another
cache of small arms and mortar ammnition. In this cache, there were ARL7, Sm,
12.7mm, 1,.5mm and RPG-7 rounds, as well as 82mm and 60mm mortar rounds. Co B
at YD3510L7, found 880 rounds of 12.7mm ammunition. All the above caches were
evacuated.

(12) 1 June 69: Ccmpanies B, C and D continued their RIF/Search and
Clear Operations within the Br 40. Highlighting the day's actlvities, was a
6,500 pound, booby trapped, rice cache found by Co C at YD3L48061. The rice was
polished, in 100 pound bags and in excellent condition. Also, at ¥YD3L49061, Co
C found the wreckage of a UH-1D Helicopter. Ab the crash site was the partial
remains of a body, a flight helmet with the pame "CPT Begley" on it, 2 M60 Mach-
ineguns, serial numbers 6477 and 7005, 1 CAR-15, 1 M79 Grenadse Launcher, 2 ML6
Rifles and a Jungle Penetrator. Other activities of the day inclucded e cache
of fishing equipment found by Co C at ¥YD3L9061, which consisted of six (6) 100
pound bundles of transparent fishing line, LOO fishing poles and 1000 snap links
Wwith swivels.

(13) 2 Jupe 69: As the companies contitued to maneuver within the
A0, they continually found siens 5f epemy activity. The 12 element of Co C was
air lifted to FSB Airborne to provide sscurity and conduct local day time RIF
operationa while the Recon Plat was extracted from FSB Airborne to Camp Evans
to attend Rappelling School. While conducting a platoon-size RIF to the SE of
FSB Airborne, Co A, at 0915 hours and at ¥YD361065, spotted approximately ten (10)
NVA setting up US-type claymores. There was an immediate exchange of fire be-
tween the NV4 and Co A. The NVA detonated their claymores during the excChange
of fire, The results of this contact were two (2) NVA/XIA, one (1) US/XIA and
four (L) USATIA. Throughout the day, Companies B, C and D contirued to find
bunkers, hooches, caves and small awounts of miscellaneous clothing, ecuipment
and ammunition. At 1340 hours, in vic YD35308L and YD35L065, Co C f-:.ud ‘E?D%
(2) separate rice cahces which totaled 12,900 pounds of polished rice &f®
pound bags and stacked on an €5 degree slope against logs and Covess P'wg‘,th’wy
tic., The rice was in excellent condition and appeared to haxe@eéz_) in ghis\‘io-

cation for approximately two weeks. & R
B

AR
ipSting” in Operation
upirg  its RIF -operatioms

BFidual operations and

(1) 3 June 69: The 2-506th Inf stiligm
APACHE SNOW, continued to find signs of enemy act¥
throughout the Bn 40. Units contimued to cenduct

found small bunker and hooch complexes and small quantities of enemy clothing
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and equipment. At 1330 hours, the 1l element of A/2-506, while on a local RIF
from FSB Adrborne, at ¥D36206h, found two (2) graves containing two (2) NVA
bodies killed less than 2l-hours. They were killed by smell arms fire possibly
as a result of copntact made by another Co 4 RIF on 2 June 69. At YD343056, Co

C found two (2) SKS Rifles wrapped in plastic and buried under leaves. The riflee
Were in poor condition but would fire. They were svacuated. There was nbp enemy
contact during the day.

(15) L June 69: Companies B, C and D continued to conduct RIF/ Search
and Clear Operations in the Bn &. The only contact occurred at 1000 hours when
Co D received approximately ten (10) rounds of small arms fire. There were no
casvalties as a result of this action. At ¥D3L4O053, Co C found 22 rounds of 82mm
mortar ammunition. And at ¥D35506L, while on a local RIF, Co A found five (5)
rounds of 82mm wortar ammunition. A1l companies continued to f£ind bunkers,
hooches ard miscellaneous items of clothing and equipment.

(16) 5 June 69: The 2-506th Inf continmued participation in the Bde
operation in the A Shau Valley by conducting RIF/Search and Clear Operations in
its aesigned & with the Bn CP located at FSB Airborne. Companies B, C and D
contirued to manesuver on separate axes with Co B oriented to the west, Co C to th
gouth and Co D to the northwest. Co A remained as security force for FSB Air-
borne and conducted local RIF operations during the daylight h-urs, At 0735
hours, at YD314105, Co D made contact with an estimated two (2) NVA. This action
resulted in one (1) NVA/KTIA and one US/WIA. The NVA/KIA had in his posession
an RPG@ Launcher which was evacuated to this location, Additionally, Co D found
at YD314098, three (3) graves estimated to be one (1) year old and f-or (L) bun-
kKers with overhead cover. At 1518 hours, at ¥YD31410L, the 13 element of Co D
again made contact with en estimated NVA squad. Co D sustained three (3) US/WIA
in this action all of which were medivaced shortly after the snd of the contact.
At 1815 hours, Co C received one (1) RPG round which exploded in the trees and
thereby causing three (3) US/WIA.

(17) 6 June 69: A1l elements of the 2-506th Inf continued to operate
in the assigned A0. At 0630 hours, at YD315046, Co B had incoming RPG and &0mm
mortar rounds. Co B sustained one (1) US/KIA and 12 US/WIA from this attack,
At 1500 hours, Cs B made cohtact with 2-3 NVA equipped with small arms at
YD305043, In this action, there was one (1) US/WIA.

(18) 7 June 69: Today was the last day for the 2-506th Inf partici-
pation in Operation AFLCHE SNOW. At 1210 hours, &8 LOH on & VR mission for this
battalion received ground fire from vic YD337077. The Bn 83 received a minor
leg wound as a result of this action., At YD355068, Co C found five (5) bup-
kers and ammunition. The ordnance consisted of LO Rifle grenades, 3 RPG-9
rounds and 2-60mm mortar rounds. Alsp Co C, at YD355062 made contact with three
(3) NVA. 1In this actiop there were no US casualties but there was one (1)-2¥H
KIA. After this action, they later found four (L) hooches in the arda. ‘Ang ¥R
searching, found two (2) SKS Rifles, L1 sniper rifle, B Mode® Lk Carbines,.2
M36 rifles, 1 PPSL3 sub-machinegun, 8 cases of @hRdckets, 1 case Q%EP(}*% ounds,
8 cases of AKL? ammo, 50-50 pound bags of salt § _%@éﬁgdéﬁ‘w'emd salmon.
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At YD33707k, Co D found one (1) AKL7 rifle, one (1) SKS rifle, 1 Medel LL rifle
with grenade launcher, ten (10) anbi-tank grenades and some miscellaneous small
ams ammunition, clothing and equipment. During the hours of darkpess, radar

and crew served starlight scopes located at FSB Airbprne, discovered movement

of small groups of individuals and various lights. sightings were engaged

by 8lmm mortars after whieh the movement ceassed. A 16 hours, Co B was air

moved from their field location at YD309039 to FSB - Lo take over tha . . £
security of the fire base, The CA was complete at 1640 hours, ™ == iy A}& .3 f

12. () RESULTS:

8. The mission was successfully accomplished and vast quantities of
enemy supplies and materiagls were captured.

b, Enemy losses:
(1) XIA: 30 (includes 21 KIA by A/2--506 while OPCON to 3-187th Inf)
(2) KBAA: None
(3) XBA: None
(k) Captured: None
(5) Enemy equipment captured or destroyed:
(a) Food supplies: 2,600 lbs
(b} Smell arms weapons: 27
(¢) Small armg ammo: 84,227 rds
(d) 60mm mortar ammo: 712 rds
(e) 60mm mortar Base Plate: 1
(£) 82mm mortar ammo: 1,361 rds
(g) 82mm mortar fuses: 100
(h) BUO Rkts: 38
(i) RPG 7 and 9: 200
(3) 12.7vm and 1L .5mm Armo: 13,708 xds
(k) Miscellaneous ammo: 129 rds
(1) TNT: 9 1lbs

(m) Crossbows: 2
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(n) NVA Machetes: 2

(0) Mines and BRT: 7

(p) Fuel: 20 gal

(@) Structures: 119

(r) Tunnels: 2

(s) Bunkers: 302

(t) Documents: 3% 1lbs

(u) Medical supplies: 11% lbs

(v) Secondary Explosions: 2

(w) Rice: 21,360 1lbs

(x) Uniforms: 12

(y) NVA canteens: 2

(2) WMittens: 50 prs

(aa) Pishing line: &00 1lbs

(bb) Fishing poles: LOO ea

(cc) Commo wire: 5000 meters
13, () ADMINISTRATION:

a. Personnel strength:

21 May 1969
UNIT ASSIGNED PDY FIELD
e 191 172 36
A 119 105 ol
B 131 112 98
o 131 120 106
D 129 113 95
E 85 89 79
788 711 <08

8 June 1969
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UNIT ASSIGIED PDY FIELD
HAC 205 189 16
A 112 101 79
B 109 oL 75
c 12l 112 95
D 113 10hL 87
E 9 100 72
754 6C0 L5k
Average for period 21 May 1969 -8 June 1969
DNIT ASSIGNED PDY FINED;
HHC 198 180 30
A 115 101 83
B 112 100 81
¢ 128 116 100
b 116 103 86
E 87 96 79
766 696 388

b. Number of personnel departed RRR during 21 May-8 June 196%9: 32
. () LOGISTICS:

a. Concept of losistical support: Loecistical support was provided through
normel supply chamnels, Aviation support for supply was provided by A/158th
Aviation and other elements of the 160th Aviaition Group. Resupply to maneuver
elements was programmed at three day intervals, Hot chow was integrated with
each resupply. CHL7 sorties arrived from Cheyenne and Wyoming Pads located at
Gamp Evaps and from forward supply areas at FSB!'s Blaze and Birmingham,

. Lpgistic summary:

(1) UH-1 Sorties -~ 170,

(2) CH=-47 Sorties - 49.

(3) Tonnage by class of supply to each firebase and unit,
(a) Tire Base Airborne

1 Class I 30,975 1lbs

2 Class IT 3,000 1lbs

hw

Class ITI 10,000 lbs

=

Class IV 56,000 1bs

1528

Class ¥ 80,000 1lbs
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(b) Company B
1l Class I 14,000 1bs
2 Glass II 300 lbs
3 Glass III 20 lbs
)y Class V 800 lbs
(¢) Cowpany C
1 Class T 16,000 1bs
2 Class II 300 1bs

Class IT1I 20 1lbs

Iw

L4 Class V 1,000 1bs
(d) Company D
1 Class I 12,000 1bs
2 Class II 250 lbs
3 Class III 20 1bs
A Class V 700 1lbs
c. Problem Areas ~ Lessons Learned:

(1) Irnitially, FSB Airborme had imsufficient helicopter landing area
for the amount of air traffic which some days exceeded 90 sortias, To alleviate
this problem, the CH47 Pad, in the Artillery area, was enlarged as well as im-
proved. The existing UH-1 Pad was 2lso enlarged to accomodate two (2) helicop-
ters and a new CHL7 Pad was constructed on the southern edge of the perimeter.

(2) A large resupply of demolitions was regquired to be on hand at all
times to allow for bunker destruction, clearine fislds of fire on the perimeter
and construction of landing zones. An initial gstockage of 5000 1lbs is recommended.

(3) Much of the Fire Support Base was already constructed when the
2-506 Inf iritially moved in. Otherwise a greater amount of Class IV materiad
would have been required,

(4) To facilitate resupply and maintain airmebility, landing adhe

construction was a contimual requirement. Time being a factor,- it was so@#n
learned that by lowering the following items, maneuver elemerts could W&pidly
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establish landing zones.
(a) Two (2) long handled ex$s«
(b) Two (2) chain saws.
(c) Premixed fuel.
(&) oix.
(e) 30-50 electric and non-electric blasting caps.
(£) 100-~700 1bs of Ch demolition.

(5) Chain saws were consolidated at FSE Airborne for immediate dis-~
patch to companies and maiptenance to include sharpesing, adjustment of chain
tension and cleaning. The quantity of demolition required for any one landinz
2one varied and depended upon the condition of the landing zone site. Daisy
Cutters and Artillery preparation reduced the amount of demolition reouired.
Due to the wind turbulence in this area, landing zones had to be lar~e ewpough
to allow an additiopnal eight (8) feet beyond the normal area allotted a UH-1
aircraft. Through its maneuverability and small size, the ICH was oftern used
to deliver necessary equipment to finish partially completed landing zones.

15, (U) CHRMCAL: N/
16. (U) CIVIL AFFATRS: N/A
17. (U) PSWOPS: N/A

18. () COMMUNICATIONS:

a. Commnications with maneuver companies and the Battalion rear was
consistently good throughout the operation. Due to sporadic failure of vital
radio relays and automatic retransmission stations at Fagles Nest, vic YDLO7035,
communications was at times difficult.

b. A forward radio maintenance shop was established at ¥SB Airborne
to facilitate rapid repair and provide back-up radios during the interim repair
peI’iodS a

¢. Transmission security was above averare during the operation. One
complete I change was experienced and the transition was made smoothly,

19, ( ) ENGINEER: Upon initial occupation of FSB Airborne, ore (1) ensineer
platoon was utilized to improve fighting bunkers, clear fields of fire, create:
new helicopter pads and generally expand the fire base.

20, () ARTILLERY:
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a. Missiont Provide 2-506th Inf artillerj sopport for Operation APACHE™
SNOW . .

Q&b
b. Concept: The 2-506th Inf was inserted on FS3 Airborne rel;ggﬁpégéﬁg
2-50Lth Inf in place. C/2~319th and T/2-11th (o Temained on FSE ¥#rBorne to
provide Direct Support and General Support Rein orc:‘nq‘&j_;gsﬂpor the 2-506th Inf.
e
¢c. Execution:

(1) The infantry mission required a careful and thorough search of
the immediate terrain surrounding FSB Airborne; consequently, C/2-31%9th was very
limited in providirg fire support due to the proximity of the maneuver elements
to FSB Airborne.

(2) B/2-319th Arty, located on FSB Berchestgarden, provided fire sup-
port for the majority of the missions fired for the 2-506th Inf,

(3) L=77th Arty (ARA) (=) provided generz> support reinforcing fires
for the 2-506th Inf. The highly moblie and responsive ARA sectiovs are a def-
inite asset to the ground commander.

da Analysis: The key to successful indirect fire support is rapid response
of the Direct Support Artillery Battery. Alrmobile concepts give the ground
commander various means of sunporting fires, ARA is usually alerted at the time
contact is initiated, on station time varied between 10 and 15 minutes; thus tube
artillery must have been employed and adjusted prior to the arrival of the ARA
gection. TIf this has been accomplished, the ground commander or observer can
adjust tube artillery and ARA simultaneously. However, if the artillery unit
providing direct support cannot react prior to the arrival of the ARA sectiop,
coordination cannot be made between the tube artillery and the Aerial Rocket
Artillery, therefore, it is imperative that the reactior time of the tube artil-
lery from the time the mission is received to the time the round is fired be
less thap 5 minutes, It is a wmust that an air observer be on station to provide
agsistance to the ground observer that is in contact, Mourtainous terrain is
very deceliving to the ground observer; visual contact to the impact is impossi-
ble, thus a round impacting 200 meters on the opposite slope of the ground ob-
server'!s position may sound as though it is at a far greater distance. High
Angle fire was primarily utilized resulting in &n additional hazard. In order
for the ground observer to provide himself with close-in supporting fires, he
must have an additional set of eyes in the sky.

21, (U) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIGES: N/A

22, ( ) CCMMANDER'S ANALYSIS: P
R §
a. Reconnaissance by fire. fﬁf*%ﬁa
AR %é

(1) Item: WManeuver elements epncountered small NVA teams™uial
employing delaying and harassing tactics creating casualiies and‘@igeﬁigaﬁ
‘a:%éaﬁ
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through deployment of the unit.

(2) Solution: ZExtensive use of recon by indirect ¥ X
routes of advance and the use of Pink Teams to screep, areds, tb-thé» e- ate
fropt of maneuver elements reduces the possibiliby’df *this & j§# encounter
and causes the evemy to move, thereby exposinggfim.-and J@eping him off balance.
Prequent reconnaissance by fire, additionally, ?1't§'the ground commander
in that he is able to engage the enemy with ind®%ct fire quickly by shifting
from fired in targets.

b. Stay behind force.

(1) Item: In efforts to maintain continual surveillance of friendly
elements, small MVA units, uswally 2 to 3 individuals, attempt to follow man-
guver companies,

(2) Solution: Wherever possible, a small force should remain in the
previous night defensive position in an ambush postuie as this is ove instance
where friendly forces are able to choose the location of contact. This tactic
was effectively employed yielding one (1) eremy/ KIA during Cperation APACHE
SNOW.

C. Use of stealth while entering night defensive positions.
(1) Ttem: Avoiding ememy indirect fire attack while in NDP.

(2) Solution: Normal digging and preparation of NDPs causes noige and
reveals friendly locations. To avoid indirect fire attack, the maneuver element
sends a small recopraissance force to secure the proposed NDP. After the hours
of darkpess, the company moves slowly and quietly to the location and further
into a perimeter without digeing fighting positions., The area for the NDP should
sontain enough brush and undergrowth to hide the element from visual detection.
The key to successful execution is holdineg movement to a minimum,

d. Additional protection for thé point man.

(1) Ttem: The point element is more susceptible to booby traps and
fleeting engagements, therefore, all possible measures shopuld be employed to
further protect thess personnel.

(2) Solution: Shortly after implementine an SOP where all point and
slack men will wear breast protectors (of the sam® variety worn by rotary wing
aviators and door sunners). 0Dne (1) possibly two (2) soldier's lives were sa
in a contact during this operation. While the weight must be considered a
advantage to wearing the chest protector, this can be overcome by rotatifs’
point and slack men a2t frequent intervals and also by a redistribu 'o%&?ff*hég
equipment so as to make the additional weight as bearable as DDS@%\ QWQQJW

e. Use of #rtillery, ARA and Daisy Cutters. %%‘QAQ
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(1) Ttem: To avcid aircraft booby traps. sdircraft booby traps are e
located in all possible landing wones throushout the AC. .o T q':‘?

WL e
o

| .
(2) 8olution: Though this battalion did not nqg gny ai;ﬂ‘ ﬁ' 3
D%ﬂ

H’""

destruction due to booby traps, it is felt that the pos a8 § .ﬁueed»hy
the use of artillery and ARA on zll possible landing 2o g Eo' alrcraft
entry, Booby traps generally consist of CHICOM claymore mines facing the sky
with pull-type firing mechanisms activated by the rotor wash. Preparation by
Artillery and ARA directly on the lapding 2one effectively detonates or severs
the lines commected to the firing device. Increased use of Daisy Lutter oombs
to establish future landinz zones and greater airmobile flexibility reduce the
likelihood of aircraft damage through enemy mining: actiyity merely by the logis-
tical problem encountered when mining a large number of landing zones.

(£) Destruction of captured enemy equipment end material.

(1) TItem: Evacuaticn of enemy eQuipmert and mwaterial proved a time-
consuming task in two instances during the operation, Ope maneuver company
required 3 days to move 2000 rounds of mortar and HPG ammunition to a suitablie -
landing zone, In 2nother instance, one day was required to move five tons of
rice to an adequate location for exfraction.

(2) Solution: 1In certain situations, destruction of enemy caches
1s the only reasonable scolution. It is understandable that captured enemy goods
have an intelligencs and training value, however, cocosideratisn must be given
to the location, eass of extraction, and time required of a maneuver element
in relation to their mission,

FOR THE CCMVANDEE:

/A,_; R . (r\ »‘»-*.'-.j‘:*fi-L
GFORGE ! ‘R OKAVDTO
CPT, Infantry
Adjutant
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L - 2-506 File
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1. () TERRAIN: Operation APACHE SNOW was condlicted .jn. thesAStdu=2 Luoi
Valley, a traditional NVA/VC established base area and infiltration route, The
2-506th Inf area of operation was located northeast of the A Luoi Valley bounded
by grids ¥YD3012, YDL109, YD2603 and YD3COl. The valley varies in width from 150
meters to two (2) kilometers. Average elevation is from 575 meters in the valley
flanks to 17L0 meters in the northeast. Slopes on the rolling terrain vary from
2-15 per cent and as steep as 80 per cent on higher elevations.

2. ( ) VEGETATION: Multi-canopied dense underzround forest dominate the hills
and mountains throughout the srea. The lower slopes are covered with breshwopd
and eleprhant grass.

3. () WEATHER: Weather is the major factor which has always limited military
operations in the A Shau-4 Luoi Valley area, Durinr: the reporting period,
weather conditions were exceptionally good, with terceraturss beins consistently
in the 80-90 degree range. Farly morning and late afternoon low ceiling did wot
interfere with combat operations or resuoply.

L. ( ) BENEMY &CTIVITIES:

a. Prior to operation: Prior to the operation, the enemy had free use of
routes, warehouses and base areas. BEnemy forces in the area of operations con-
g8isted of transportation type units., Combat units could be massed and had the
capability of conducting offensive operations,

b. Durirg the cperation: The enemy moved the 800th and BOZ2nd Battalions
of the 6th NVA Regiment into the area of operations. However, in the latter
part of May, both battalions were withdrawn from the A0. Contact with snemy
forces during the operatiop consisted of engagements with trzil watchers and
squad-size elements. Contact was broken by the enemy on each occasion,

¢. Results and effects of the operation: Contimued pressure by US Forces
in the 40 forced the enemy to abandon his caché sites and continvally relocate
his forces. This action resulted in cache sites being abandoned, which were
found and destroyed or evacuated by US Forces, During the operation, the enemy
was required to curtail his resupply operations to elements in the mountains,
to the northeast. He was compelled to withdraw main force units back across the
Laotian border and resort to a role of observation and harassment of Allied
operations.

-
. L& ol . R

5. () ENEMY CONTACTS: S é@f@

a. Thirty-three (33) contacts were made with the enemy durl‘nz the reg@&t%no

period. The following employment aprainst US Forces was encauntemd

'Y &

53 <Z werg 'wsed doring eizght

PP)US/WIA. This wea-

(1) RPG Fire: Extensive use of the RPG 2
(8) contacts, resulting in four (4) US/KIA and sevente
pon is sometimes employed with mortar fire to confuse U:
iop and type fire thay are receiving.
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—
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(2) Mortar fire: It has beenm observed that §Om mértar flre does no &
appear to be as accurate as 82mm wortar firs, Mopta¥ fire was enc:un{:ered

(5) times, resulting in four (L) US/KIA and six (& US/‘«JIA. AlJ;@sma'l{?ies were
caused by 82mm fire, ‘ o =

,'z

o

(3) Small arms fire: This battalion was engaged seventeen (17) timee
by small arms fire, resulting in two (2) US/KIA and fourteen (1l4) US/WIA. These
figures include friendly aircraft epgaged by small arms fire in the 2-506th A0«

(L) BBT's: The most common type BBT (booby trap) encaountered was the
CHICCM claymore, On nine separate pecasions, units encountered claymore type
booby traps or ambushes. These actions resulted in one (1) US/¥IA and 23 US/WILi,
Tt may be noted that the NVA preparation clay-mo:res 2s a defensive measure. On -
gome encounters, claymores were found unfused, nhowerar, bthey were camouflaged
and in useable condition.

6. ( ) INTELLIGENCE OPERATICNS: During the operaiion the following activitiss
Were employeds

8, VR Mission: 15
b, Persomnel Betechor: 5

Co Artl—-mtnwion devices: AiF/PSR 1 employed on EFSB #irborne-=5
- d. Sc:out dogs: two (2) t,eams for three (3) days each from the 58th Scout,
Dog Plat. .

7. (G) The followinev LZ's were prepared and ubilized durine the operstion:

&. YD348062: 1 Ship
b. YD339072: 1 Ship
c. YD349068: 1 Ship
d. YD348065: 1 Ship
e. YD358097: 1 Ship
f. 7TD3250LL: 1 Ship
g. YD3l1077: 1 Ship
h., YD355065: 1 Ship
i. YD382082: 1 Ship
Jo YD362063: 1 Ship
k. YD355072: 1 Ship
1. 7ID373055: 1 Ship



Tab A (Trails Overlay) to Inclosure 1 ( INTELLIGENCE IXCLOSURE) to Operation
APACHE SNOW (U)

Ref: Map, 1:50,000, RUN, sheet 6Lkl IV
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Inclosure 2 (OPERATIONS OVERLAY) to Efter Action Report APACHE SNOW (U)

Ref: Map, 1:50,000, RUN, sheet 6LLl IV

22 May-7? Jupe 69

APACHE SNOW Overlay Surmary
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Beadquarters 24 Battalion (AM) 50lst Abn Infantry
24 Brigade 10lst Alirborne Division
AFPG San Frarcisco 96383
"DRIVE ONM

AVDG~BC-A 22 Junp 1969

SUSJEQT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation Apeche
Snow

Comwanding Officer

7d Bde, 10lst Airbomme Division
AT B-3

APC 8an Fransisco 96383

1. Name or Identity and type of Operetion: Apache Snow/ Search
end Dsstroy.

2. Detes of Cperation: 101000 ¥ay 1969 = 09062C June 1969.

3, lpecationt Ap lmnibang. Mep, Vietnaw, Series L7014 & L7015,
1:50,000, Sheets 6441 I, 11, 111, IV.

4. Control or Coumand Headquerters: 3d Brigade.
5. Reporting Cfficert: Bettalion Coumender: LTO Robert L. German.
6. Taslk Organization: 24 Battalion, 50lst Inf CPCLN to 3d Bde,

101st girborne Div. Orgenization for Combat of 2-50lst 1nf, &s
follows:

A Co ™ Geronimo
Mortar 8quad LQ Co (-)
B Co (-)
B Co
C Co Bn Con
Mortar Squad Mortar Pletoen (=)

Radar Section
D Co

Morter Squad

bl 13



AVDGE=BO-A -22 June 19695
SURJECT: Combat Operations Aftsr Action Report, Operation Apachs 8Snow

7. Supporting Foroes:

a. UOcmbat and Combzt Serviee Support. Ses 3d Bde task organization =
TO8 missions.

8. 1Intelligence: Ammex A (Intelligence) to Frag Order €=69 (4pache Snow)
to OPORD 3-69 (Kentucky Jumper) 3d Bde, 10lat Abn Div.

9. Misgsion: 2-501 Inf on order conducte ajrmobile assault on D-bay to
loeate end destroy enemy forces, ocaches and lo¢ations in agsigned AG; prevides
seourity for PSB #irborne and FSB kagles Nest.

10i Goncept of the Operation: 2-501 Inf eonducts heliborne assault into L2
Green YD296017 on D-Pey to locate enemy forcee, caches, end locations. Ele-
ments of 2-501 provide security for FSB Airborne and FSB Eagles Nest. 2-501
will b~ preparsd to continue operations to the east or to the northesat within
assignsd AC on order. The operation will be oonducted in thrse phases, as
Follows:

a. Phess I ~ Establiskment of FSB Airborne and marshelling of units &t
FS8B Blaze prior to mirmobileassault.

b. Phass 1I - Uombat assault of 2-5C1 (-) into LZ Green at coordinates
YD296C1l7. Then locetes and destroy enemy forces, cazches, and WO's. Elements
of 2~5C) Inf provide security for FSB Airborne and F8B Ezgles Nest.

c. Phase II1 (on order) - Prepare to conduct KIF operations to tue north
& eest in twe Ale Ninh (YD323013) and the :.le Nigh (1) ares YD344003.

1l. Execution:
a. Method of QOperation: §Standard doetrine of lUlst ibn Div.

b. Cperations Nerretive: OCperation ApacLe Snow comwenesd on 8 may 166G.
The 24 Bn, 501 Inf moved from an 40 surrounding fire support base whip to s
new 10 edjacent to and overlocking the northern A Shau Valley. The Battalion
Command Post was located on FSB uirborne. 4fter the initial sowbat essault
of the Bn (-) into LZ Green at YD29601l7 on 10 May 1965, esci of the tihres .. .
agssulting companier moved oud to'mpsigned ©bjectives.

o. Subsequent KIF operations sew the trree meneuverinj coupaniss close
to objectives in the vieinity of YD264031 and then conduoting a battalion
size RIF operation towerd tiie northwest. wWhen 2ll elswents ware clear of their
ob jéectives, each company continued to conduct KIF and searen end destroy
operations within the assigned 4O.

d. 4hs the ,i0 essigned to the 2-501 expanded, saeh coupany was essigned
an aree 1o search. The preponderance of contacts during t.e entire operation



AVDG-BC-A 22 gune ly6y
SUBJECT: Combat Operations ufter Hction hkeport, Uperetion upache Snow

was with amell local security forces of 4-5 personnel or witi trail weteners.
Only two contacts involved lerger than squad size elements. The first contaqt
sccurred the worning of the 13th of May a8t PSB airborne in the vicinity of
YD355070. At 0330 hours PFSB jirborne came under very heavy mortar firs of
82mm, SOmm, end RPG fire. Approximately iwo reinforced infantry end sapper
companies assaulted the periweter from tne nortneast end northwest. [lpha
Oompeny repelled the attack which lasted two hours. GConventionzl artillery
direct fire was employed slong with "Spoeky® and 8lmm mortar fire resulting

in 32 NVA KIA (BC) US casuslties were 13 US kla and 16 US WLa.

e. On the morming of 23 day in the viecinity of YC32(988, Delta Company
wes ccnducting a RIF operation in its assigned A0. As the lead element
begen to move to high ground in the vicinity of the coordinetes above, they
encountered a heavy volume of small arws, RPG, satchel charges, and grensde
fire. Gunships from a eavalry team and artillery were immediately employed
and Delia Company moved in to seach the erea, This search of the immediste
erea indicated a dug-in platoon gize pogition with % NVA KIA (BC). Friendly
cagsualties were 1 US KIA and and 8 US WIA. Terrain was typical of the entire
AC, the low ground had heavy underbrush with patches of trees and smell
streams running throughout the area. The high ground was covered with
double and triple jungle canopy.

. In both contects mentioned above, the reaction time for artillery
was about S minutes, "Spcoky” was on station within 60 minutes of the time
requested and the Cav team and AR4 arrived on station about 15 minutes after
their request.

12, Results:

2. A1l units accomplished their azssigned missions.

b. Enemy losses, vategorized as follows:

(1) KIa (BC) 6k
(2) EBA (BC) 0
(3) kB4 0
(4) Captured 2

c. Friendly losses.
(1) US k1 18
(2) US WIa 55

d. PBody to weapons ratic (ememy) - 3:2



AVDG-BC-4 22 June 19&9
SUBRJECT: Combat Opereticng Asfter fiction Report, Operation 4LApache Snow

8. Enemy to friendly ratio - 3.5:1

13. Administration:

e. Unit Strength: Start of Operation  End of Cperation
EHC OFF 12 W0 1 RN 196 OFF 13 W0 2 EM 176
L 6 114 3 108
B 3 114 A 119
c 5 11¢ 4 113
D 4 118 4 119
E 3 $5 = 89
TOTAL: 33 1 756 30 2 726

b. This battalion received the following replacementsz during the
operation:
5/36

2/37
2/28
0/16
1/20
0/

Total: 10/145

mcow>§
Q

¢, The breakdown of R&R's is ms follows:

HHO 7/11

A 0/

B 0/11

o 0/8

D c/11

E 0/9
Total: 7/53

d. Breakdocwn of casuelties:

OFF B  TOmL
win & 117 123
KIa 1 18 1o

6. There were no problems experienced in the area of Finance, Cheplain
activities, or any related activities.

4. legistics:
a. Conespt of Support

(1) Externel support came from the 3d Bde F8SK which was locatsd at
Camp Evans. y
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(2) Battalion supply points were set up at Cawmp Evans, LZ Sally,
FSB Lirborne and Curalies on removal fraw Lirbomme. Prom Gawp Evane, supplies
were shipped in bulk by Ch—47 nelicopters to PSB Lirborne and later to
FSB Curahes. Miscellaneous supplies were shipped by Uh-WD uelicopters
40 the forward supply points from LI bSally.

AVDG-BC-4 i
SUBCECT: (Qombat Operetions ifter Actions'ﬁ~;

b. Material and Services

(1) 411 Olese I supplies were shipped from Cemp Evans. Class 11
supplies were shipped by UL-1D helicopters from 1Z Sally to the forward
supply point. Clases 111 was shipped in 55 gallon drume fram L% Sally to
the forward firebase. all c¢lass IV & V materiales were shippedby On-47
helicopters from Cawp Evans. A basic load of Class V was meinitained at
the forward supply point.

(2) Weter was shipped via Ch-47 heliccpters in 500 gallon eollapsinle
nontainers to the forward fire base.

6. Maintenance: Vehicles end generators in need of repair were back-
hauled tc LZ 8ally.

d. Transportation: Véhiocular transportetion from Gawp Bvans to
LZ Sally was mccomplished by organie 23 ton trucks. Lir tranmsportation
wes by UR-ID and CKH-47 helicopters. UH-1D support was required for an
average of 5 hours per day. Jiverages of 2 Ch~47 sorties per day were
required for COlags I, 1V, and V.

a. Medieal Services:

(1) Medical support during opsration 4Apache 8now: The Pforward eid
station was operating et FSB 4Lirbomme, where uminor cagualties and illnesses
were treated. Battalion wedicel supply operated from LZ Bally witu no
problems. Battalion mediezl supply was further supported by & forward
medical clearing stetion at FSB Blaze operated by G Cowpany 326th med.

Each medical elesment involved was essential and proved to be very effective.

(2) Casualties: Following statistical data on casualties during tae
operation 8 May thru 10 Jun 69 are as follows:

B. OCasualtiss OFPF M
KIA 1 18
WIA 6 117

(3) biost of the injuries were winor. Unly personnel requiring further
or follow~up medical treatment were evacuated to L7 Sally.

15. Chemical: N/A

16. Civil affairs: N/



AVDG-BC-A 22 dune 1469
SUBJECT: OCombat Operations iHfter Action Keport, Operation spache Snow

17. Psychologicel Operations: N/a

18. Communications:

e. General: AN/PRC radios were employed tnrough0§§itggs§%§§§tfbb
At the Bn OP, RC-292 entennas were utml;zeﬂfror coniini tui.6
rear (waen opsrationcl).

Problems: No major problems were encountered.
19. Engineer: N/A
20. irtillery:
e. Miagsion
B/2/319 aArtyr DS 2/501 Inf
0/2/319 urty: DS 2/501 Inf
A/2/519 Lriy: DS 2/501 Inf
B/2/11th arty: GS-K 319 Arty
0/2/11th hrty: GS5-BR 319 Arty
4/1/8% Arty: GS, 3d Bde, 10 Abn Div
B/1/83 Arty: GS, 3d Bde, 101 Abn Div
b, Concept of Operation:

Establish Fire Support Bases “to provide continuoup, maximum artillery
support,

c. Exscution:

411 operations wers conducted within range of light and medium
artiliasry,

1. Anelysis: Artillery support was quick, variable and accurate.
21, Wo special equipment or other techniqgues were employed.
22. GCommander's analysis

a. LCh Communications (limitation)

headset so that one ear phone was plugged into LCh int 5 1o the second

6



AVYDG-BC-A :
SUBJECT: OQCombat Operations ifter Jf

one was attached to an AN/PRC~25 carried by the §-3. In this way the 5-3
hed commnications with the Bn €O and could also monitor the command net
when the GO switched to another Fnu naet, or switch to another net when the
Q0 directed.

b. 1Z preperation and selection:

(1) Kesupply and extraction of elements operating under the dense jungle
cenopy proved difficult and wore rapid LZ clearing techniques need to be
developed.

(2) It was found that selection of pre-planned air strikes eslong the
planned route of advance of the cmmpenies aided in 1Z preparation., 1o
addition each company carried additionel demoliticms.

23. Recommendetions:

a. The Battalion Commander frequently controls his battalion in e LOh.
There is only one FM set, thres jacks for interccm and no rear selection box.
Currently, LCh's do not report with headsets for the present inadequate
sys*em. HKezcommend LOk be modified to include a radio system which will pro-
vide two P sets with forward and aft selection capabllities and a complete
eystem for all occupants for the aireraft.

b. 4 means tc wark targets from & LOH, similer to the system ewployed
by FAC aircraft, is needed. Ourrent procedures to mark targets are not
accurate and take too much to penetrate the thick jungle canopy. WP grenades
are not authorized due to safety faotors. FHedommend a WP grenade launcher
be mounted on IOH similar te the FAQ miroraft.

3 Inel: KOBERT L. GERMLN
LTC, Infantry
) - Freg O 3 to QPORD 3-69 Comwanding

2 — Amrex A (OP Overlay) to OPGKD 3-69
3 - innex B (OP Overlay) toc OPORD 3—69

OPFICIAL:

74
BARNEEN
53



Extract of 158 AHB After Action Report

Aixmobile problems encountered and method of solution employed during
Operation APAGIHE SHNOW

a, Reconmnajssance. Fer every combat assault, provisions must be
made to permit the AMC and his key personnel to make visual reconnaissances
of prevared LZ!s and routes. Similarly the AMC and AMTF CO, with
designatced assistants, must make a joint reconnaissance of LZ's to enswe
mutual understanding and agreement as to their cxact location and use.

be Coordination. Final coordination between AMC and AMIF CO
iz also requir~id, preferably at the AMC's final briefing. This is the
only way to eliminate anticipated difficulties pertaining to P2 control,
number of 1ifts, &CL, stc.

c. Fici—up Zone Control., (1) Pickeup Zone activities cmused
the only difiieul%ir> for the 158th AHB Operation APACHE SNOW. Poor
performance started before the first aircraft arrived at Pz Cannon,
On the night of 9 May, at the 3rd Brigade briefing, the Pathfinder
reprasentative presented the plan for use of PZ Cannon, including
internal arrangements for parking and loading. Although presented
in the context of having been accomplished, it was in fact a plan only,
on which execution would not begin until daylight on the 10th., 4s a
result, FF personnel, apparently confused by tiie near simultaneous
arrival 2t the PZ of C/158 and a unit of the 10lst #HB, mis-directed
C/158, causing the unit aircraft to depart the PZ and return, and thus
use more duael than plamned. This also resulted in 5 aircraft of C/L58
being senarated from the main body by the river that runs through the
PZ. &an eventual 30 minute delay resulted, with troops having to wade
across the river to load on their aircraft, On rcturn from the first
1ift of 3/187 Inf, each unit landed at the PZ, loaded, and prepared
to make the final 1ift of that battalion. <rior to departure, it wis
discoverod that the infantry battalion S3, who, it was understood was
controlling the PZ, had departed with an earlier flight. The P2
troops were now without control, and despite P¥ efforts, some 7 aircraft
total i B/158 and C/158 were not loaded. Pathfinders could find no
troops to load. With indications that the PZ was "clean", each flight
departed on schedule with the troops on boord., Empty aircraft remained
in tne PZ to rejoin their original flights on the latter's return. As
4/158 (which had been fully loaded) passed the PZ on return, enroute
to F3 Bimmingham to refuel, CO, 160th avn Gp notified CO, 158th AHB
that there were about 50 3/187 Inf troops remaining on the PZ who had
to be lifted to L2 #2, CO, 158th AHB directed &/158 to refuel and,
without regard for previous plans and schedules, proceed immediately
to PZ, load the 3/187 Inf troops and deliver them to L2 #2. This
caused ~/158, scheduled %o lead each succeeding assault, to return
late for subsequent missions and perform its 1ifts separately from the
remainder of the battalion,
(2) It is mandatory that the 4&MIF CO organize a PZ control party to



Extract of 158 AHB After Action Report

ensure troops are divided into 4CL groups for each aircraft, for each
lift, and that all troops to be loaded bn aircraft are in fact present
and ready to load. It is the responsibtiliiy of .the AMIF PZ Control
Officer to tell whe AMIF CO and the AMC, or his representative, vhen
the PZ is clear of zll troops to be loaded.

d., Downed 4irasraft Procedures, 4lthough no aircraft were forced
down during the operation, review and evaluation of the published
downed aircraft procedure le:zds to the congclusion it probably would not
have contributed to the safety of personnel and efficiency of extraction.
Consideriny the tervain over which flights are habitually made, it does
not secm likely thal the location of a downed aircraft can be accurately
identified and markad unless another aircraft in the area goes immediately
to the scene ..l 507 res security forces in, Otherwise, it appears
extremely doubtful viiet even a "Blue Team" on immediate stand-by could
get to the scens in time to determine Jjust whers the aircraft and crsw
cre located in the fugle. Accordingly, the following procedures to
mark, Secure, ana ciract downed aircraft are recommended: (1) The wing
aircraflt or the ore imediately behind the aircraft in distress follows
it down (no toush-Adoyn) unless exigencies dictate) and pin-points the
locatisr, determines status of aircraft and condition of crew. (2) Aircreft
com:arizr of chase sircraft notifies AMC, who shouwld call air cavalry
"Brae Tozn", medevac aircraft, and put chase ship in direct contact
with both. (3) The AMC then calls for unit maintenance aircraft and,
through aviati.n channels, requests extrociion ship to be placed on
stand-by 150th Aviation Group. (L4) On arrival of "Blue Team" at the
downed aireralt location, chase aircraft turns control of operction
over to air cavalyy leader, reports to iMC, and rejoins flight as
directed by -HC.

es muthority for amed helicopters to fire, In the escort roll,
armed helicopters have no difficulty protecting 1lift ships in the LZ
or the imiedicte ares, Enroute protection hcs proved to be more
difficult, «t any time the flight is over an 40 not belonging to the
AMTF CO, it has proven practically impossible to secure permission
for the armed aircraft to return fire against ground targets. This
is true primarily because the gunships are not provided, in advance,
call signs and frequencies of AQ commanders through whose areas they
fly. Going through brigade TOC!s has proved so inaccurate and time
consuming as to be worthless. Recommend Lrigades provide, in advance
of each operation, permission to fire in specific areas along tho
flight route, as well as the call signs ond frequencies of all «ho
control all areas along the route to permit immediate updating of
inform tion and permission.

fo Improvement of L2's. The continuous difficulty airlift aircraft
exporience getting into hastily prepared 1273 could be immeasurably
lesscned if ground units were constently to imprgwve the condition
of the LZ while the 1ift is in progress. Cutting down high grass and
viesd, pnlling stumps out, and efforts made to lefel and make specific
landiny sites better would go far towards eliminating hazards to personnel.
and aireraft and preclude accidents, Recommend LZ's be contirmously

2
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improved at 2)1 sites until each helicopter can land to a cleared area,
100 fect in diameter.

L. Commander's Summary. The operation was tie Tirst major undertalkifnr
of the 158th aviation Battalion (&H) since arrival in RVN, In the 3~day
period concerned, the battalion 1ifted 1774 troops into combat in

295 sorties without difficulty and =2lmost without incident., Highlights
of the operation included professional display of flight and communications
discipline; the execution of emergency procedures by the crews of 2
dameged aircraft; the flexibility shown when "A" Co was unexpectedly
cormmitied to a third lift of the 3/187, requiring a complete change

in the 1ift sequence for the remaining assaults scheduled; and, perhaps
cbove all, the outstanding results of the tearmork of the aerial combined
arms team involved: alr cavalry, aerial rocket artillery, and the
assaunlt helicopter elements, The mutual support and great cooperati-n
displayed by all three were of.significant import, ably demonsirating

tiv: resnlts which can be habitually achieved in such operztions, The
procedurcs developed and used in this operation are recommended for
standardizavione



DEPARTMENT OF THE aRMY
Headquarters, 2d Squadron, (Ambl), 17 Cavalry
APO San Francisco 96383
AVD(G-SQ~3 17 June 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operaions after Action Report OPERATION APACHE SNOW

Commanding General
101lst Alrborne Division
ATTH:  AVDG=CG=DOT
APO San Francisco 96383

1. Name of Operation. APACHE SNOW,
2. Dates, ¢ May-7 June 1969,
3, Location, A Shau Valley, Thua Thien Province, RVN,
4. Command Headquarters, HQ 2nd Squadron 17 Cevalry.
5« Qeporting Officer, LTIC William W, Deloach

Other Cmdrs/4dvisors Involved: Omdr 1/506

Cmdr 3/187
Omdr 2/502 OPCON

8. T-sk Organization,

&4 & Trp, 2/17th Cav,
8, B Trp, 2/17 Cav(-)
C, C Trp, 2/17th Cav
D, D Trp, 2/17th Cav

7. Supsort Forces., Organic,
8., Intellipgence. Intsum 10 May - 7 June 1969,

9 Mission, Reconnaissance, marking and screening kZ's during and
after insertions. Conducted border patrol and area recommaissance.

10, Concept of Operation, 2/17th Cavalry supported 3rd Bde by
reconnaissance, the markin% of L2's before insertions and the screening
of troops on the ground. This was accomplished on LZ's #1 through #6
inclusives. 2/17th Cavalry was then to provide area reconnaissance

and border patrol.

xé)mca /1S



LUDG=SQ~3 17 June 1969
SUBJECT: GCombat Operations &fter Action Report OPERLTION APACHE SNOW

11, Executions &t 100800 May 69 C Trp, 2/17¢h Cavalry marked LZ!s for
the first insertion. The remainder™sf the LZ!'s were screened and marked
by the 2/17th Cavalry. 2/17th provpded reconmaissance, borderigzng

and downed aircraft security for the. remainder .of the.operatibn
requireds 4 Trp, and C Trp provided pink teams for the battle of

Bong ip Bia as required.

12. 4o Results: Totals as of 7 June 1969.
B. (l) K-T.L - 90
(2) KAl - 16,
(.3) KB“ -N/Ao
(4) Captured -~ N/4,
Co Tiiendly Losses: 2 US KL. 3 US WI.
D. Dody to weapons ratio: 5:1
Ee Enemy to friendly killed ratio: 1225 to 1
13, Admirmistrative Matters. N/4
14. Special Equipment and Techniques, N/A

15, Commander's analysis, &PACHE SNOW was well planned, supervised,
and executed, -Observations for consideration in future airmobile
operations are listed below,

16, Rccommendations.
A, Item, Infantry packs,

(1) Discussion., The scope of airmobile
operations requires that the infantry goldier travel light in order
to offectively move through the canopy against the enemy.

(2) Recommendation, The pack of the infantryman
should be reduced to water, ammo, food all carried on his LBE. Rueksacks
when used could be extracted from the unit in the morning and returned
to the unit in the evening. During perinsds of extended inclement
weather, however, rucksacks would be necessary.

B. Item, Fire Bases.

(1) Discussion., Fire basc planning must be
expanded to include landing areas for safe usc By helicopter. Thers
mist be two separate landing areas one Tor all Ipgigtics andi danother
for passenger/command personnel,
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(2) Recormendation, Fire base construction
should be done based upon a drawn plan, Fire bases on hilltops should
have landing pads on the opposite side of the hiilj; one for log and
one for passengers,

Fire bases on flat terrain should leave two
150 foot~wide lanes between strands of defensive wire, Again these
areas shouwld be on the opposite sides of the fire base. This area
will be used for the parking of aircraft and could be expanded tov include
ground level refuel/rearm points if required.

C. Iltem. Aviation Orientation,

(1) Discussion, The Division Airmobile Schosl
is an available tool in teaching airmobklc concepts to non-aviators
and aviators. @n additional capability that should be considered
Jor exponsion is the rotation of avdators to ground assignments in ikey
stafl positions throughout the Division i.ce, Support Command,

(2) Recommendations. & program should be
instituted within the Division to reagsign aviation company commanders,
operations officers, and S-=L!s to the brigado/battalion staffs and the
Division!s Support Command, .

/s/ ROBERT W. FROST

2 Incl /t/ ROBERT W, FROST
MiJ ARMOR
1. 4 Trp after Action Report, 523
2, B Trp «fter iction Report,
True Copy
) -A"_‘-‘f - .5

T - - . U//
Manvrd L. JEFFCOLT v /;;/‘ﬂbfﬁf/

Captain, Infantry s

isst S3 ' /

-



Incl, 1 DEPARTMENT OF THE LRMY
A Troop, 2d Sqdn (Air), 17th Cavalry
APO San Francisco 96383

AVDG-SQ=h 12. June 69

SUBJECT: ifter Action Report

Commanding Officer
2/17th Cavalry
101st abn Div (dunl)
5L.0 96383

1., nare of Operation: ALpache Snow

2. Dates: 10 May - 7 Jun &9

3. Locati.n: 4 Shau Valley, Thua fhua Thien Province, RVN,
L. Centrzl Hgs: HQ, 2d Squadron 17th Cavalry.

5. fporting Officer: M.J Thomas R, Curtin, Commanding, Trp 4 2d
Squacdron 17th Cavalry,

6. Tasl Organization: N/A

7. Support Forces: rrovided on a daily basis commensurate with circraft
availzbility, the following assets:

NUMBER TYPK_uCFT USE

1 UH-1H C&C

i UH-1H Lift

N OH=64 Single Scout, White

team, part of pink team
and/or Cav team,

b AH=1G Red, part of pirk toam
or 6av team, also provide
armed escort for Lift.

8. Intelligence: See Intsum, provided by Hq, 2/17th Cavalry,

9. Mission: Provide fdr Cavalry assets in gencral support of 3d.Bée,



LVDGS Qs 12 June 69

SUBJECT:

ifter dction Report

10e Concept of Operation: Provide the aforementioned Alr Cavalry
assets as roquired by supported Hgss

11. Execution: Provided 6 Cav teams, 67 pink teams, L white teams,
10 red teams, and 6 sniffer acft.

12,

13,

lb.

15,

-

“oe

.D.

The Lift Section flew 11 troop 1ift missions.
There were 30 C&G acft provided,

Flying hours by model acft as follows:

ALCFT HRS FLOWN Cn/SORTIES DCS/SORTIES OCS' /SORTIES

UH~lH LL5:50 558 19 18
LHa1G 529:00 731 5 L1
OH=bu 532:35 638 70 65

iquo Bxpended:

2.75" FFAR 2L00
LOmm 7639
7462 154,300
556 3300

Results:

KB/u 11
Structures

Destroyed 49
Damaged 32

{dninistrat ion Matters:

Yorning Report Strength

OFF WO EM

10 May 1 27 103
7 June 1Y 25 162

Special Equipment and Techinques: #ero fifle P1lt rappel qualificd,

Commander?s Analysis:

Qe

(1) Item: Standard load carried by Rifle Pletoon when

inserted,

(2) Discussion: It was nopad that on each insertiort BT The

Rifle Platoon, the load carried by the dndividual varied, often times

2
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necessitating an unscheduled resupuly, 4&dditionally, the resupoly
requirement Ior a Night Defensive Position (NDP) varied,

(3) Solution: The development of a standard load to be carried
by cach member of the rifle platoon, plus a standard pre=positioneqd
resupply package for use at the NDP,

be (1) Item: Diffienlty of getting qualified aircraft riggers
to the site of a downed aircraft.

(2) Discussion: On occasion this unit experienced great
difficulty in getting qualified riggers to the site of a downed
aircraft, Mainly due to the dense foliage surrounding the aircraft
the ri-ing personnel would be required to rappel into these areas,

(3) Solution: Rappel qualified aircraft maintenance riggers
in adéition to qualifying members of the rifle platoon, who are raanel
qualified, as aircraft riggers,

ce (1) Item: herial artillery &djustment being accomplished by
all «Vviators,

(2) Discussion: Little or no trnining is being given to
aviaters in the ard of aerial adjustment while in attending flight schoosl
which is immediately apparent when the individual arrives in a combat
zone assigned to an Air Cavalry Troop, To effectively adjust artillery
from the 2ir is an absolute requirement to further the Air Cavalry
capability.

(3) Solution: «erial artillery udjustment classes conducted,
on a recurring frequency, by the Artillery Observer assigned to each
troop followed by repeated practical excrcise,

16, Hecommendations: The employment of ir Cevlary is unknown to

many commanders and I recognize the recurring requirement to constantly
explain the proper employment of this very valuable asset but this
operation brought to light the great need for a re-evaluation of the
Air Czvalry indoctrination program currently in effect. The proper
employment of «ir Cavalry not only requires an intimate knowledge of
the assets available, their use and employment, but also an imagination.
The ground tactical commander must realize that he cannob effectively
emyloy {dr Cayalrg directly over hig point element. He must further
realize that 4ir Lavalry with its speed, flexibility and great
deterrination can quickly find, fix and begin to fight the enemy, The
apility of the ground commander to quickly and effectively react 1o

the findings by the 4ir Cavalry is the key to nhis success, and he mst
be cver prepared to zct boldly and with decisiveness, I have found that
the primary problem is indoctrination with the newly arrived commanders,
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12 June 69

at all levels, and the continued orientation on Air Cavalry smployment.

Tyruc Copy

/%,Z-,

MATTN A JEQLCO“
Captain, Infantry
Asst S3

T

/s

/s/
/t/

THOMi3 R. CUATIN

THOMAS R. CURTIN
Major, -.rmor
-Commanding
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DEPLATARNT OF THE .JRMY
C TROOP, 2D SQU.DRON (Adrmobile), 17th Cavalry
&PO San Francisco 96383

SUBJECT: Combat Operations, «fter «ction Report

Commanding Officer
2/17th Cav, 101st &bn Div (4ml)
.nTTN . JIL-VDG-SQWB

1. Namc of Opcration: Apache Snow.
2. Detes: 10 May - 7 June, 1969,
3. Location: & Shau Valley - kdjacent to Laotian Border (3rd Bde i0),
ha OCostrol HQS: 3rd Bde.
., Reporting Officer: CPT Vincent R. underson, other Cmdrs/Advisors
invelved:

Cmdr 1/506

Cmdr 3/187
Cmdr 2/501 OPCON

6. Task Organization: Cav Teams, Fink Teams, and aRP.
Ta Sup":' ores FOI‘CBS : Organic .
8., Intclligence: N/A

9. lMissions: Recon, merk and screen LZ!s before, during and after
insertions. Ggnduct border recon and recon of selected areas. LZ# 314968,

1. Concept of Operationt C Troop supported 3rd Bde in reconning

znd marking L2's before insertion and screening troops during and zfter
insertions This was accomplished on LZ's .2, ¥k, #5, and #6., For the
week following the initial insertion, C.Troop provided trail watch
along the Lootian border and aerial reconnaissance of selected -O's,

11, Execution: Cav teams and Pink tecams were used to perform area
recon's and screening operations. »fd was used to secure dovmed
ajircrait,

12, Results: All Spot Reports:



Inci, 2
D7G COORDINATES

1209054 YC30808),

131020H YC330878

1L2115H YC308986

121154 YG303998

1211540 ¥C302038

142115H YC299949

1l2115H YC380092 to
YC300991

1421154 YC299949

1421754 ¥C2999U9

160820H ¥C365998
1608324 YC285005
1710154 YC2989L3

1710254 YC350956
1710334 YC383940

13, «sdministrative Mztters:

SIGRTING

Fowrd 2x bulldozers and 1lx truck which
were baken under fire and destroyed
yesterday.

Trail 2 ~ 3 ft wide running N-S, used
within last ccuple of hours.

Many huts and bunkers, movement observed
through trees. Trail S' wide running from
river to ares, well used,

Found truck tire marks and fresh mud on
eastern side of ford in river.

Movenment on trail in the open on ridge
top, observed two men in uniform raniing
into tree line, called for verification
of friendlys in area., Negative reply.

5! trail running E-W with hard rock ford
approximately 2' deep in river.

5! trail running along river on eastern
side with mwmerous huts and bunkers,

Series of very large huts and bunkers
along river running East.

irea under top canopy of jungle cleared
of all underbrush,

Received small arms fire, did not
return fire., OSpeed: B80K, 41t: 20 ft.

Received automatic weapon fire, red birds
engaged target, negative assessment}
speed: 70K, 4lt: 20 ft,

Trail 3' wide used in last couple hours,
3x or lix strands of commo wire along trail
to hill west of Qurrahee, trail follows
Blue Line,

Bamooo raft, 8' x 8!, did not engage.

Raft 9! x 10' with barreis underneath,

None,

2
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Inci, 2
1. Special Eﬁ;ipment and Techriques: Artillery wsed T8 mpwer Cav Teams

off stationa was used to bupn all huts destroyed, Hhe EbIlEwing
amio was, expendeds

262 5456 2415 L0mm
148,015 rds 680 rds 787 rds 2,556 rds

15. Commander's &ndlysis: UH-1B fuel capacity is insufficient for
required tasks,

16, Recommendations: Ropes and ladders should be organic to the troops
and 125° ropes should be used for rappeling in all cases,

/a/ VINGENT R. #NDERSON
True Copy VINCENT R. ANDERSON

CPT
' {W/, - . Operations Officer
MAAVIN . J4BCOAT / i "

Cantain, Infantry
hsst 53
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