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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, 2D BATTALION (AIRBORNE) 502D INFA!TRY
Vi APO SAN FRANCISCO, CALIPORNIA 96347

AVADC-C 18 May 1966
SUBJECT: After Action Report, Operation AUSTIN II ‘

0: Commanding Ceneral '
1st Bde, 101st Abn Div

~ ATTN; AVAD-C

" AP0 U5 Forces 963447

1l. GENERAT:
a. Name of operation: AUSTIN IX,
b. Dates of operation: 111850H - 2B0B00H April 1966,

¢, Location: FPHAN THIET area, astride II and III Corps boundary and Wes'
of SONG MDU,.

d. Control Hqs: Hgs, 2d BEn (Abn) 5024 Infantry.
e, Reporting Officer: HENRY E EMERSON, Lt Col, Infantry.

f. Miscellaneous: Operation AUSTIN II congisted of three battalion ulps
cperations, all which are explained in chronological order in paragraph 7 and liszi

in Inclosures 2 - 4, For simplicity this report is divided into phasus, each pha
initiated by a En OFORD,

2. TASK ORGANIZATION: The task organization varied for each battalion oper
and 1s listed on all ocperakion orders whick ave ineludad as Tnolosmwes 2 = L,

3. SUPPORTING FORCES:

a, MArmy air support was requestsd and utilized dally, On most eccasions
requests for air support were made for limediate needs and changes in the tattical
gituation, 4% all times the air support was oubstanding with requests honored imm-
adiately and effectively, Pilots were required to negotilate sl snd difficult
LZ's in the mountainous terrain on numerous occasions all of which tihay acenmplishe
with the highest degres of professicnal competence and skill., During Cpecstion
AUSTIN IT one complete battalion moved and four separate company moves were @oUCm-
plished in a timely and highly efficlent manner, Worthy of special note is ths
increase in the quality of support rendered,

b. Engineer support was required on one occasion to destroy a complex
eneny bunkers. ‘Tne task was quickly performed in a superior marzer chabling uar -
to move forward in pursult of the enemy.

g and uhilized on seimral ooesadons. TAG-@iv e

t« TAC alr wga
@
complately responsice bo ihs daclical situabion and rendered oulstanding support,
d. Naval punfire was utilized on several occasions in our area onavalls
Particular effevts of Faval gunfirs could not be evaluated as 1%t was emploged lar
distencos away from friendly forces.
L, TNTELLICENCE: See Inclomre l.

.S 5, MISSION: Seeiparagraph 7 od Inolosures 2 - i,

6. CONCEPT OF OFERATION; ©See paragraph 7 and Inclos
of each battalion operation conduaiad, The cancepl of Twigads o
sonduct Hunter/fillsr operations Hovth and West of Phan Thist as

boundariss commenedng 1017000 Lpxdl 1086, to loeate, Tix and destiuy
initiglly employing 2 LS Battalions,

wan 2 = |
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T« BEXECUTION:
a. Battalfon OPORD 36-66 (Austin II, Phase I), See Inclosure 2,

(1) Mission: 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infgntry conducted search and destroy
operations commencing 121700 April 1966 to clear Viet Cong forces in. TAOR SHILQH,

{z) Consep® of Operation: 2d BEn {Abn) 502d Infantry infilirates h:l,r
helicopter WRROGNDO! elements to secure three LZ's for the battalion minus the
next day.

Company "A", 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry ohce on LZ moved in "RECONDO CHECKER-
BOARD" fash¥on along axes YELLOW, ORMNGE and BLUE, Company "B', 2d En (Abn) 5024
Infantry amd "RECONDO" platoon formed TF Schroeder and conducted "REQONDO CHECKER=
BOARD" oparations in their sector. Company "C¥, 2d BEn (Abn) 502d Infantry conducter
heliborng asseult and "RECONDD CHECKERBOARD" along axes CREEN, BLACK and RED.

(3) Execution: On 7 April 1966, 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Inf commenced
movemens$ from My Hoa, t¢ Phan Thiet Airfield to secure the area for the Erigade (=)
and to prepare for future operations, By 1800H 9 April 1966, TF 2d Pn (Abn) 5024
Inf comoleted the administrative move by C=130 aircraft, utilizing i7 sorties, 2d
Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry utilized 35 sortdes and C 2/320 utilized 12 sorties. The
battalion established a base camp adjacent to Phan Thiet Airfield and began prepar-
ationg for future operations, This continued through 10 April 1966, BErig Gen
Pearson and Col Mataxis visited the battalion on the night of 10 April and spoke 1o
the Battalion officers. 2d Ba (Abn) 502d Infantry began operation AUSTIN IT by
committing two platoons into operational area BULL RUN gt 111850H April 1966.
Company "B", 2d Bn {(Abn} %02d Infantry committed one platoon by helicopter assault
at 11950H 4o vieinity 2T 215255, The platasn infiltratad to positions at ZT 195253,
77 219258 and 2T 2){0258 éduring the night, AT 111930H the "RECONDO® platoon conductes
wa 11 T4 s BT 3L280 and dnfilirated in thee teams to 2T 174279, ZT
160765 and IT 1G22l NRESIELOY patrol BS made oanbact 1210 ¥0H with 12 Viet Cong
at Z7 234235, kiliing 1 Viet Cong (BC) and capluring 2 Viet Cong, The two CIA were
found to be Viet Cong POW's, A LEP team made contact at ZT 118255 and had to be
extracted. At 121730H Company "B", 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry (=) conducted a heli-
copter assault 27T 13428k to exploit this Viet Cong gontact., Major Schroeder, En
X0, joined Company "3" (~) and "RECONDO" platoon forming TF Schroeder, By 121730H
April 1566, the "RECONDO®™ platoon had infiltrated to vieinity ZT 13428k, their
original assault position to awalt further orders.
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R BaF

LY

Commencing 130710H, after weather delay prevented a night assault, Company "A",
od Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry conducted a helicopter assault vieinity ZT 003300, They
immediately started "CGIECKERBOARD" operation to the North snd West to vieinity 2T
ozl 314,

Also at 130710H April 1966, Company "C", 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry conducted
helicopter assault vicivity ZIT ol7338 and began sweeping North to viednity ZT OLO3L
One platoon remained on the LZ to provide CP security. Four personnel from Company
nor peceived punji stake wounds vieinity 040370,

¢ 5,/920%h sles was helilifted to the battalion CP area vicinity 2T OL7338 in
support of the batlsilon.

TF Schroeder continued NCHECKEREOARDM operations vieinity 27 1327. By 131030H
tho L.2" morbar platoon (-) closed to TF Schroeder's base area vicinity T 13he28kL.
Two platoons infiltrated to ZT 099278 end ZT 119285, respectively. A squad from
each infiltrated to 2T 13L25Y4 and ZT 1L2267.

Company "A", 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry infiltrated to 2T 036318 on the night of
13 April 1966 and established two "RECONDO™ squads, ZT 0L&312 and ZT QL2307.

NRECONIOM" platoon saptured 18 Viet Cong porters 121500H April 1966, they were
evacuated to the rear area for interrogation. At 131LLSH April 1966, Company "B,
5d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry engaged an estimated Viet Cong squad at 2T 135276, 1 Viet
Cong killed and 1 Viet Dong wounded.
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SUBTECT: After Action Report, AUSTIN II,

Coordination with the CIDG forces, Than Iinh resulted in their committing two
companies vieinity YT 980360 at 130900H,

At 11B15H April 1966 two (IDG companies and cne EF company were moved by heli-
copter from YT 974318 to the battalion base camp, ZT 0L9338, to provide sacurity
for the TAC CP and C 2/320th Arty. :

Company "C", 2d Bn (Abn) 5024 Infantry infiltrated to ZT 073360 and moved a
latoon each to ZT 045375 and ZT 076355, Cl and C2, At 141115H, Compeny "Q", 2d Fn
Fﬂ.bn) 5024 Infantry discovered a bass camp consisting of 5 hute at ZT 049377. One
Vdet Cong cock was coplursd and the hula were ds ghioyed,

- TF Schroeder continued "CHECKEREQARD" operations vieinity ZT 1327. At 1LOSH 4;
1966 a Viet Cong squad was engaged by "RECONDO" platoon vieinity ZT 13L27L with neg-
ative results. "RECONDO" platoon was escorting 11 refugees from ZT 129251 to TF
Schroeder's CP and were engaged by an unknown slze Viet Cong element at 1615 hours
vicinity ZT 134370. One Viet Cong was killed, and one wespon and one Viet GCong
captured, 1L183CH BlA; a squad from Company "B", 2d Bn (Atn) 502d Infantry engaged
L} Viet Cong at A 161271, wounding 1 Viet Cong.

Company "C", 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry continued "CHECKZREOARD" operations wit!
negative contact through 15 April 1966, Company "C" locations at 151815H were:
Company "C" (=) 0953?3, 2d platoon (+), ZT 105355,

TF Schroeder continued "CHECKEREQARD" operations from their base ZT 135276.
WRECONDO® B3 platoon engaged 2 Viet Cong at ZT 13227L with negative results. At
11500H "RECONDO" platoon destroyed a Viet Cong village at 2T 125256. TF Schroeder
CP was hit by small arms automatic fire and intensive probing recurred between
1417500 and 142200H with negative results,

'm!..r'by Mentagnard refugees came intc the 2d Bn (Abn) 5024 Infantry CP around
140B00H. | They were interrogated and evacuated to Than Linh.

On 162000H the battalion base was moved via helicopter to 27 135275, © 2/320%
alsc moved to this location. Company "A", 2d BEn {J].bn} _5026 Infan“:rj' continued

* "CHECKEREQARD" operations vicinity 1029; at ISlBIIIH one "RECONDO" patrol discovere:
a base ¢ capable of housing 200 pa:r'aonnal ZT 135275,

any "B, 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry ecémtinued "CHECKERBOARD! rations
vicinity|2T 135275, At 161030H April 1966 Company "BY, 24 Bn (Abn) '02d Infanbrr
engaged an estimated Viet Cong squad at ZT 138252 resulting in 2 ‘?ia’r. Cong killa:
(BG) and |l US killed and two US wounded.

any "C", 2d Ban (Abn) 502d Infantry continuad bpa-rating viainity 7 1131;,
't.hraugh 16 April 1966, The body of a US trooper who drowned was recoversd,
Company "0", 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry continued to move foward the battalion base
area, engaging 2 Viet Cong at 2T 134272, 161030H, killing one and wunditig the othe
Ona set 01' web equipment was captured.
'lhe|21ﬂ man CIDG Forces at ZT 0LL3LL moved to the GIDG camp Thanh Linh by
helicopter, At 161730 hours, two companies, one of which was Cambodlan wers moved

bgllgeliceptsr from the CIDG camp to the battalion base area vieinity 135275 by
it 30H

b, Battalion FRAGORD 33-66 (Austin II, Phase II)See Inclosure 3.

(1) Mission: 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry conducted "RECONDO CHECKEREOAL
operations to find and fix and destroy Viet Cong forces and installations in sector.

(2) Concept of Operation: Company "A" conducted "HECONDD CHECXTREDARD!
operations along routes BLACK and GREEN to securs positions indicated. Company "B' .
remained in battalion reserve and provided security for battallon|CP. Corpany "GH
continned "RECONDQ CHECKERBOARD" operations from the North and effect link up a*
battalion CP, M“RECONDOM platoon conducts PRECONDO CHECKEREOARDM opsrations ultl
Cambedian:Mercenary company along routes RED and WITH to secure positlon ind.cals

g =3
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(3) Execution: A 2/502 moved along routes GREEN and BLACK with negative .
enemy contact, B 2/502 remained in Bn Reserve and provided security for the Bn CP.
G 2/502 (=) closed into the Bn CP wic 2T 135275 at 171010H Apr 66 and assumed
perimeter security for the artillery battery and BEn CP,

RECOMDD Platoon and 140 man CIDG Company commenced RECONDO CHECKERBOARD
operation at 162100H along routes WHITE and RED with negative enemy contact,
A% 171255H they discovered a 7,000 pound rice cache which was destroyed., At
171030H RECONDO Platoon engaged 10 VC vie ZT 105203 and pursued them with negative
results,. :

= A 2/502 infiltrated along multiple routes from En base to vic 2T 125193 and
at 1816308 4pr began extracting by helicopter to PHAN THIET alrfield. By 181750
hours A, 2/E0% closed into PHAN THIET Alrfield.

B 2/507 continued to secure the Bn CP and at 1B1LOSH began helicopter
extraction to PHAN THIET Alrfleld, closing at 1630 hours. |

RECONDO Platoon operating with the CIDG Co composed eof Cambodian Mercenarigs
infiltrated south from Bn base ZT 114200, At 17195°H they engaged an unknown
mumber of VC resulting in 105 WIA et ZT 105203. At 1B1020H 1 man stepped on a !
punji stake, ZT 105202 and VC sniper fire vic ZT 09519L wounded 1 US trocper.
They were extracted from 2T 11L200 at 161530H to PHAN THIET Adrfisld.

By 1830 hours ﬂ 2/502 units had been extracted from I'I'AUR BULL RN,
Dperation AUSTIN IT to PHAN THIET Adrfield. There they prepared for continuation
of operation AUSTIN II in TAOR PANTHER northeast of PHAN THIET.

c. Battalion OPORD 3L=66 (AUSTIN II, Phase III) see Inclosure L.

(1) Mission; 2d Ban (Abn), S02d Infantry conducts RECONDO CHECKEREG..
operations in area PANTHER to find, -fix, end destroy Viet Cong forces and instal-
lations in Le Hong Phan Suret Zone,

(2) Concept of Operation: The operation was conducted in three sub-
phases:

NDO platoon (+), 19 4or 66, infiltrated via helicopter to CIDG camp at
Long Sonl BN 122385; squad, Co A infiltrated to LZ viecinity M 992328, 191500H Apr
665 secured LZ vicinity BV 0283L5; squad Co G, infiltratad to L viinity M 950208,
191900H Apr 66, "secured?L? vic AN,935210, C Biry 2d 320th displaced to CING camp
20 Ap!' - 1
2nd Bn (Abn), 502d Inf conducted heliborne assault with two companiss, A and
C, inloc ih..?."s sscured by RECOWIO squad, commencing 201800H dpr 66. :

2nd Bn 502d Inf indtiwils RECONDO CHECKEREOARD operations in area PANTHRR \
along three axes, with Co 4, Oo C, and RECONDO platoon/CHAM CIDG|to saturate aréa
of operations. Co B, in reserve vic PHAN THIET to assist CHECKEREOARDING units or

pursie Viet Cong forces via Eagle Flight; committed only on spprdval of Brigade
Commander, '

(3) Execution:

On 19 Apr 66 2/502 prepared for and began exscution of 2/502 OPORD =66
(AUSTIN II) in area PANTHER., A 2/502 at 191915H infiltrated by Heliborme assault
one RECONDO patrol to vic AN 992338. They are tc secure LZ vie BN 0283L5 for A Co
(=) helibornme assault 2020008 Apr 66. They reported no contact on their Lg,

B 2/502 prepared for operation North of PHAN THIET, initially as Bn Reserve.

¢ 2/502 infiltrated one "RECONDO" patrol by helicopter to LZ vicinity 950228
at 191915H. They had no contact on the LZ. They are to secure ths LZ for C Co (=)
heliborns assault 202000H Apr 66 on an LZ vieinity AN 9265208,

WHECCNDON platoon was helilifted to Loung Son CIDG camp AN 125385, 19L700H 4-
coordinate fully with attached CIDG forces.

-
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4 Bo "RECONDO" patrol spotted L Viet Cong vicimity & 992328 moving Northwest
200955H resulting in 1 Viet Cong killed (BC) and 1 Viet Cong wounded (EST). One
Mauser rifle with 12 rounds ammurition was captured, At 201145H C Co WRECONDOM had
contact with 7 Viet Gong vicinity A 937211 resulting in 1 Viet Cong killed {BC),

3 Viet Cong wounded (EST) and 1 US Carbine captursd, A Co "RECONDO! again reported
contact vicinity BV 028345 with an estimated Viet Cong squad resulting in 2 Viet
Gong ¥llied (BGC) and cne MAS 36 and one Thompson SMG captured. Bnemy contacth
contimied and it was decided to send in A and C companies early. The first 1ift
of & Co left the Bn area at 1427 hours and landed on the LZ BN 029348, The 1ift

completed at 1635H, on LZ vieinity AN 925208, There was no immediate contact on
thE'LZ- ;

"RECONDO" platoon started infiltrating into area PANTHER from CIDG camp Loung
Son BV 122385 at 191730H. They had 60 CHAM CIDG forces, attached.

C 2/502 found 3 tons of vice at 201817H wvic AN 965205. Permission was asked
to destroy and was granted by Brigade.

At 211833 A Co reported contact with an estimated 2 Viet Cong squads vie N
0L3337 resulting in 5 Viet Cong killed (BC) and 1 US killed. A Co maneuverad towa:
Viet Cong positions, One Springfieldrifle was recovered, B 2/902 was committed
to LZ vie BN 025348 201815H, completing the 1ift at 201915H. At 211235H B Co
found and destroyed 2 mts and a bunker with a small amount of food and Fd's coord
Bl 023273, One B Co platoon maintained a radio re station vle coord BN 0NA390.
At 211730H Apr 66 B 2/502 (-) was located at HV 02221L moving towards there blocke
ing positions coord BV OLL25Skh; BN 056260; BN 0S4277. All these positions were
reached by 21193%H, :

| : i el s

A 2/502 sustained 3 wounded from eqﬁr aniper fire vie BN 055285, No enamy
snipers were captured or killed, At Bl 05932 a bass ecamp was discovered consis-
ting of 9 huts, M26 grenade and documents, The base camp was destroyed, 211600H
a cache| of 1 to 2 tons of rice and 1 to 2 tons of potatoes was found vic B 061297,
A £ “os laft behind to await instroctiong on what to do with it, At 21170CH
Apr 66 It 2/502 positinns were: A Co (=) BN 055286; As HN 0602973 AJ B 065313
and A2E BV 056311,

C 2/502 at 202030H fired into a suspected enemy location. The search of the
area at 210600H found.l Biet Cong wounded vie AN 991217, 211630H C Co sustained
one US wounded by enemy sniper fire vic EN 036223, At 211700H APr 66 G Co was
loc at the following locations: C Co (-) BN 014208 and L BI 00L210.

"ECONDO® platoon continued infiltration on a Southerly axes, They located 5
Viet Cong mesting place vie BV 117307 with water cans, 211048 hours and destroyed
it, At 21170CH "RECONDO" platcon was located Bi 124258,

.!\*th?DQhTH 4 2/se2 reported finding a 62 Ford trick gnd 5) feet of electric
cable Bl 07L267. The ¥ruck was bad shape with many parts missing. The truck wgs
destroyéd. At 221600H A& Co was located at the following positions: A Co (=) HN
086235; | A2 EIO75225; A3 BN 09L2LiB; A2b BN 095208; and Ale BN 05L298. Arovnd 2218
Mle susgained 1 US Wia from ememy sniper fire, A CH-47 with holgt was called at
221820H | for Medevac and completed at 221905H. f

B 2/502 () was conducting "RECOGNDO CHECKERBOARD" operations vic BI 075
when anelement of B Go located VOG BN OL7393 sighted 30-L0 Viet Cong them. B Co
wes helilifted to 1Z BY 06539k to pursue the enemy. The 1ift wawe somplated atb
2217004 i1 th negative enemy contact. B Co sent out extensive MREMNIN noteai =
and could wot estatiisn contbsct; ab 2222151 they bsgan moving Soith on oraer of Hu
0.

3 2/%0% continued FTHEQONDO CHECKEREOAKDM ecperstions vie IN Q6L0 with no eneuy
contact on 22 Apr 1966.

On 23 Apr 65, A Go (-) moved in RECONTOD CFRCXERBOARD! position to the fsuth
24 2707100 A Uo sms lesated: | 2072ih and Aza 107185, Alc extractad 2 tens of roles
from IN 063297 at 23iX0H for civic actions.
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B 2/502 on 2 Apr §6 noved down axes RED, WHITE and BLUE at 231715H B Co was
located at: BN 0482283 B2a HN 06531L; BZb BN 060335; B3a EN 039322; B3b HN 025325;
Bla EN 070328 and Blb ar 079330, At 231925H Bla engagad 3 Viet Gorg at IV 06L33L
killing 1 Viet Oong (BC).

C Co 2/502 continued "RECONDO CHECKERBOARD" operations vie BN 0628. At 23171%H
C Co.was located: BN 065237; lc and Le BN 0752L7; 3e BV 060230 and 2¢ HV 057237,

TRECONDO" platoon continued "RECONDO CHECKERBOARD" operations vie EN 1028 with no
enemy contact, At 231713H the entire platoon was located at EN 107253,

0o A, contiavad SRELONDD CHECEKERBIARD" cperations vlsinity BN 1017 end ot
'E;OUDO dt&lrugd extraction from BN 10917l to the battallion base area near Fhan "‘1:....n1
airfield. The extraotion was completed 200855H and A Bo becams the brigade resci-
on a 30 mimte standby for the Phan Thiat area.

Co B contimed "RECONDD CHECKERBOARD" operations vieinity BV ol32. At 2077..
Co B was located at, Co B (~) BN OLB238, Bia EN 0l0322, B2a BN 014335, Bla BN 0L/ 5

Gompany G contimued "RECONDO CHECKEREDARD" operations vicinity EV 0623 with v
enemy contact. At 2L1730H, Company C was located aty Co G (=) BN 064238, Cl aud ¢
BN 0652413, and C3 HV 035103,

RECONDO" platoon continued "Rﬂwwm"mcmnmm" operations vicinity BN 1*:-'?;:
At 2L1000H, "RECONDOM platoon was helilifted from BN 107253 to Loung Sou CIDG camp
B 1273&11; they were assigned an area reserve mission,

Gon;any A located in battalion base area as brigade reaam, sent one platoon
on a road security mission to the Northwest along Highway 1. They left ESOS,GH
having ho enemy contact, The remainder of Co A conducted maintencncs of emuipment
and peréon all hygiene,

Gcrmpany B, 2d En (Atn), 502d Infahtry contitued WRECONDO GIECIERBGAR" oper-
gtions vie BN 0623 with no enemy contact. At 2L1730H, Co G was located au; Co O
(=) B 064238, C1 and Cl BN 065243, snd C3 EN 035103.

NEEQONDOM platoon continued "RECONDO CHECKERBOARD! operstions vie EN 1075,
At 2h , "RECONDO" platoon was helilifted from B 107453 to LOWNG SOU CLDCG crm
BN 12738L; they were assigned an area reserve misslon,

Co| A, 2d Bn (Abn), 502d Inf located in Bn base ares as Bde reserve, sent one
platoon|on a road security mission to the morthwest along Highway 1. They left
250530H| and returned ESlBﬁEH having no enery contact. The remainder of Co A con-
ducted Tnaintanance of equipment and personal hyglena.

' Co| B, 2nd Ba (Abn), 502d Inf continued "RECONDO G!ECKERBDAB.F' operations v’
B 01;23' 111 250600 and then moved to an LZ vic B 025348 to be| extracted to <.
base area. The extraction was completed by 250853H. The remainder of the day Cc
conducted personal hygiene snd maintenance of equipment,

Co €, 2nd In (Abn), 502d Inf contimied "RECONDO CHECKEREOARD" operations vic
- Bl 0623 111 250800H with no enemy contact, They were then extracted to the Bn be
area closing at 2513L5H.

WREGONDO" platoon was the Bn reserve located at LOUNG SON GIDG cam]:» B 1273L6
and were extracted to the Bn base area at 250915H, closing at 251030H

2/502 on 26 Apr 66 prepared for movement to the next ocperational area. The
advance party departed 260900H Apr 66 to NHON €O, Three "RECONDO" patrols, one
from sach Co were helilifted to the following area to set up an ambush: A Co AN
76L009, B Co AN 759027 and C Co AN 772023. B Co "REMNDO" reported sniper fire
261910H at AN 755038. MNegative results.

on 27 Apr 66 2/502 contimued to prepare for movement to NHON 0. The thres
"RECONDO" ambush patrols were extracted to the Bn tase area at 271030H. Two
WRECONDO ™ atmls departed the Bn area 271B00H to set up an ambush at IN 768052
and AN 7558 .
-6-
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On 28 Apr 66 2/502 remained in air movement configuration at PHAN THIET Adir-
f4ald awalting deployment to NHON 0.

8, RESULTS: Friendly losses Enemy losses
Kits o FIA iEGi: 15
i KIA %EST); 6
WIs (BC): 5
KBA: ©

Veo (Copbured): 21
V0S (Ceptured): O
WereBquip: 1 Shotpon, 1 M3 SM3, 1 US Carbir
1 Mauser, 1 MAS 35; 1 Thowpson SM3, 1 Sp

field, 1 crossbow, 16 huts destroyed, 1 ¢

web gear, T0O0 pounds rice cache destroyer
2 tons rice and 2 tons of potatoes captur.d
1 M26 grenade and 1962 electric truck with

50 feet of cable destroyed.
9y ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

a. The 2/902 performed the duties of Brigade A\GG at PHAN THIET Airfisld.

bk Maintenance: Wo major equipment maintenance problems wera sncountered.
Periodic preventative maintenance was performed on all equipment,

10. SPECIAL TQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: A CH-L7 with hoist was used to evacuate a
wounded man when a LZ was not available. The availability of this special squip-
méut cap gave the 1ife of a erditically wounded man and is a tremendous morals factor

1, COMMANDERS ANALYSIS:

g, Problem: In the hot, dry areas around PHAN THIET enough water could mot be
carried by the men along with 5 days ratinns necessary for operating ist.nicd per-
inds of time without resupply.

Solution: The increased use of porters to carry water and other heavy itams to
extend the periods of operation without necessary resupply.

b, Problere <Lamwas water tags that had not been sooked before sent out tu the
field lesked. They did not aid in*cktending thé frequancy of necessary watsr re-
supplye

Solution: The canvas water bags must be soaked at least 2l hours before they are
sent out to the field. This also will take most of the canvas taste out of the
water,

¢. FProblem: Carrying of five days of rations weighs dowm our troops and hi-
tledr mosemart, The small, light Long Range Patrol ration the IRHP unita u3s iuu-t
available in quantities large enough for issue to the entire Bn. The few lizhs ra
“hat we have been able to obtaln have been extremely succesaful for our purunces
sud go wery wall aleng with the rice snd soup suplements we are fresently using.

Solution: Mre light long Range Patrol Rations be made asvailable to the M size
units to lighten the load they are carrying. They are not intended to comletsly
replace C-llations, but to be used for at least one meal a day, whlch would consider—
ably lighten the present load we are carrying.

1. Problem: On several cccagions wounded persomnel could not be transporiod
to an LZ and would be in such sarimms condifdon that evacuation was abmalutely
NACESSATY .

Solution: The Dde should always have a MEDEVAC ship with a holst available. This
special equipment can save many lives by evagcuating the wounded out gquickly, ans
2150 by allewing tha unif, to pursue the enemy without the burden of its wounded,

= Morale of the me: 18 greatly strangthened when they kaow Ll=U the wonnded g
Lo wxlracted out of almost ay aituatinn ar toresin with pindmm del Y.

e



Auﬂmnty NAD §735 'Ff

AVAno-C 18 May 1965
SUBJECT: Tab A (Time end Location of Enemy Sightings and Contacts) to Inclosure
1 (Intelligenca) to After Action Report, Operation AUSTIN II.

1. 1214398 fpr &€, B3 engaged 12 Viet Cong at ZT 234255, 1 Viet Cong KIA (BC)
and 2 Viet Cong cz—puarad.

= 2, 121900H Lpr 66, "RECONDO" platoon ceptured 18 VC porters, 2T I35276. -

3. 131LL5H Apr 66, Co B engaged VO sduad’ at ZT 135276, 1 VG KIA and 1 VC WI..
4. 1112154 Apr 66, Co C captured 1 MC cock in VO baso eamp ZT 049777,

be lNO9LBH Apr 66, VYEECIHTOM platocn engagad VO sgued, oy Wl

FLT 0 it B e o N

6, 141515 ppril 1966, "RTCONTOM platoon eagcped Viet Cong squad at ZTL3L37C,
1 viet (Cong KIA, 1 Tiek Cong and 1 weapon cgpiured.

7. 1L1830H April 1966, EIa engaged L Vlet Cong at ZT161271, 1 Viet Cong WIA4.

8, 141500 April 1966, B3 engaged 2 Viet Cong at 2713227k with negative
results,

9, 141750H - 1L2200H jpril 1966, TF Schroeder probed and recieved small arme
fire.

104 161030H gpril 1966, Company "BN angaged Viet Cong Squad ab zT130252, 2
viet u&mg KIA (BC)e

1ll 161030H April 1966, Company "C" engaged 2 Vist Cong at ZT13L272, 1 viet
Cong KIA, 1 Viet Cong WIA.

121. 1719558 ppril 1966, engaged unknown mumber of Viet Cong at 2TL05203,
negative results.

13, 1810208 foril 1966, "RECONDO" platoon recieved sniper fire from ZTI05202.
1L, 200955H april 1966, "RECONDO", Company '"A" engaged L Viet Cong at ENp9232/
1 Viet| Cong KIA, (BC) and 2 Viet Cong WIA.

1
I54 O)MalSH gpral 1966, Cumpany w0t eugesed | Vied Coug &b ANFIT21L, 1 Viel
Cong I{T.'r-. (BC), 3 Viet Cong WIA,
16

2012000 fpril 1966, Company "A", engaged Viet Cong squad at HN0283L5, 2
Viet Cpng KIA (BC).

17. 201833H April 1966, Company MA" engaged 2 Viet Cong uq]'.lada vicinity
m0L3337, 5 Viet Cong KIA (BC).

18, 211000H April 1966, Company "A" recisved sniper fire from HENOSS 285,
19, 20300 April 1966, Company "0" killed 1 Viet Gong AN991Z1T.

20, 211630H April 1966, Company "C" recieved sniper fire vi.cinit:r ENO 36223,
21. 221800H April 1966, AlC recieved sniper fire vicinity ENOSL298.

22, 221400H April 1966, B3 sighted 30=L0 Viet Cong at @IOLT393.
23. 2319258 April 1966, Bl engaged b Viet Cong at ENO6L33L, 1 Viet Cong KI .



