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HEADQUARTERS 2D BATTALIO[AIRBORNE), 502D INFANTRY
APO 8Y6347

AVADCC 19 July 1966

SUBJECT: After Action Report, Opetion BEAUREGARD

T0s Comanding CGeneral
First Brigade, 10lst Airbme Division
ATTN: AVAD.C
APO 3F 96347

1, GENERALs
a. Name of Operatiom: BEAUREMRD,
b, Dates of Operation: 232100Fune 1966 = 152400 July 1966,
co Location: DAK PO KO RIVER LLIEY,
d. Control Hy: Hg, 24 Bn (Abn, 5024 Infantry,
es Reporting Officer: HENEY E| EMERSOUN, Lt Col, Infantry.

2., TACK ORGANIZATION: The task or mﬁmon is listed in FRAGORDS 48-66,
49=66, OPORD 50m66 and FRAGCRD 51-6

3. SUPPORT.NG FORCES;
|

8, Army alr support was r&qu@ﬁm and utilized daily. Reguests for
air support were made for immediste peeds and changes in the taetical
situation. At a1l times our air suport was outstanding with requests
honored lmmediately, Pilots were raulred to negotiste small and diffie-
cult LZ's in mountainous terrain, ‘his was accomplished with the highest
degree of professionsl competence anl skill, Worthy of special note is
the ineresse in gquality of support mndered.

bs Engineer support in the form of LZ/Demo Teams was used in all
phases of the operation, Thie suppert proved most usefuls

% ’ A Y p - o i 2 mg
¢. TAC air was requested and utilized once for LZ preparaticn, TAC
air was completely responsive to the tactical situstion,

4, INTFLLIGENCE:
8. Dased on contact made by LREP with possibtle NVA Troops, the 2/502

Infantry was eommitied vie DAK SUT, No ecntset was made dvring the opera~
tion, :
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AVADCC | 10 July 1966
SUBJECT: After ketion Report, Operation BEAURIGARD (Comtinued)

On 14 July 1‘3&6 w 2/5&3 commenced alr movement to TUL HOA Soubth Aire
field for future c:spesmti@m. 4% the end of Operation BEAUREGARD thls move
was still in progress,

8, RESULTS: Friend

I s
WIk: 13 "m KTk (Fs*f}z
YCC2 0O
Wpns/Equin:
1 ga® mavk
1 commercial radio
1 ruck sack
18} tons riee

9, AVIATION:

8, The CiC helicopter and the twe uiility helicopters ‘n 0S greatly
feeilitated control, maintenance of communieations, wnli swpply deliveries
and airdrops, The u‘hi}.:lty ‘helicopters alsc assisted in the exeeution of
emergency reguests, i,e,, delivery of demolitlons, rations and ammunition,
1Z elearing equipment, etes

be Medleal esre and Evascuation:

(1) Zmong the easusliies incurred in the minefield were 4 medieal
sid men {2 KI& and 2 WIA), The coursge snd devotion te duty of these aid
men is most commendable; however, 4 hipghly trained wen were lost in so do-
ing, While the aldmen mmet attend to the needs of the wounded, they should
also be cautioned against hasty movement toward wounded in a known or rus-
WM mined ares,

(2) Extraction of the wovnded from the minefield was meccwplished
expeditiously due to the magnificent ecoperation of several of the troope
1ift pilots,

10, SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TEGHNIQUES: JNone,
11, COMMANDERS AMALYSIC:

ae If the LRRP Team that made econtact with the enemy on 6 July 1966
had nzintained contaset instesd of being immediately extracted, it ls qulte
possible that sufficlent forces could have been sent to aseist the IRRP
Team, But when the LRRP Team broke contact, the enemy forces had sufe
ficient time to move from the srea or conceal 1tself well enough to keep
from being detected by any foree entering the area,
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ge - 19 July 1966
BJECT: After Action Report, Operation HEAUREGARD {Bontimed)

spite of tle decp concern the rescue party hed for the land=
ims, thelr herolc acts resulted in additienmel umccessary casuale
ies because of the unorganize: attempt of the remeue party to ald the vie-
tims, Bven though the victim may have detonated an izolated wmine, which
it was not, the members of the rescue party should have imnedlately suse
pected that the vietim had entered a minefleld, Maving establlshed this,
‘the route taken to retrieve the vietim should have been retraced step by
step, Had this been dome, there would not have been furthor easualties.
Further, a list of former Special Forces outposts should have been avalle
able, with information on whether or not these outpests lad been mined,

If » 1ist of thie nature had been avallable this partieular IZ may not have
been selected,

6y During the planning phase of the operation, it should have been
reeognized that a redic relsy might be meeded, When communications broke
‘down the radie relay should have been established,

 d, leaving u stay-behind foree could possibly have succeeded in mske
ing eontact with an enemy attempting to re-enter an area, I stay behind
force of =zufficient size would be able to maintalu contsel with the eneny
until reinforcements could assist, or perhaps, through the use of a well
prepared anbush, could even destroy the returning enewy mit. ;

12, RECOMMENDATIONS:

&, IRRP Tean® should malnta n all enemy contaets, A Maﬁy resction
force s=hould be readily available to immedistely go to the aid of a IRRF if
the team makes eontact. |

. b, Troops should ?a& {ndoetrinated that detonation of « mine usually
signifies a mine field, They should be further taught bow to enter snd
exit a suspested mine field, ; ,

ce Plans to estsblish a redie relay should be incorporsted as SOF
for anv tactical cperation in crder that contimmeus comunications are
maintained,

d, Stay=bebind forces should be employed whenmever it i suepected
that the enemy might sttempt to re-enter an area sfter the mwajor portion
of friendly forces hmve been extracted, '

HENRY ¥, EMERSON
It Col, Infantry
Commanding
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