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SUBJECT: After Action Report (Movement OPORD 28.65)

TO: Commanding Df‘fit:eszf C.{qc__c,hc:( Lume),
1st Bde, 101st Abn Div .

APO San Francisco, Calif 96347

1. General:

s Mame of Operation: OPQED 28.65,

b, Date of Operation: 0310008 - 031610H Dec 65.

c. ‘Locatior.: From BIEN HOA, vi¢ coord XTQR15, Province RTEN HOA, to vig
BN CAT, vie ¢oord XT7533, Prcvinqe BINH DOONG ,

Control Hys: ™ 2d Bn (Abn), 502d Inf, 1st Rde, 101st Abnm Div.,
€, Reporting Officer: Lt Col Henry E. Fmerson.

2, Task Crganization:

A T e
2/5ue 3rd Plat, A Co, 326th Eng
2/320 Arty(.) Pyt BrdoRRE 5000 2l
2 Flat 2/327 1 Sqd, 1st Plat, 10ist MP Ce

13 o

R

3. Supporting Foreces:’ - ; i
a. - 2% Ton trucks, ist Log Command,wsye in direct support, 030800H Dee
65, for movement to vie BEN CAT, RVN,

be 9th ARVN Regt, 5th Div, provided rous security from the SP to CP 9,

Co Aviation Bn, 1st Inf Div, provided two HUID punships for route secure
ity during the entire move, !

d, The ist MP Co, 1st Inf Div, provided TCPs from the SP to the town of
Phu Cuong (XTR11hL). (R 1 :

b, Intelligencc: Wlement of 'A/2/17 Cav rec:ived one (1) round sm=li arms
Iire from two (2) VO 'suspects; vie coord XT783247, at 031316H Dec 65,

5. Misslon: “TF Alpha moved by motor eonvoy, commencing DeDay, from vie Rien
Hoa, XT031152, to defensive positions vie Ben Cat, Vietnam {?T?533}.

6, Concept of Operation: 7TF Alpha moved by motor transrért, utilizing organie
and attached transportation, from vie Bien Hoa (XT031152), to defensive posi.
tiens vie Ten (Cat (XT?SBB). Movement was divided inte five serials, Serials
profided internal econvoy security,  Route security was provided by 9th ARVN
Regt, ist Inf Div, from SP to CP 95 and by Trp A 17th Cav, from CP 9 to RP,

Two gunships provided aerial route security for the antire move, TCPs were ese
tablished from the SP to "m Cuong, by the 1st MP Co, 1st Inf Div,

7. Executlon: On 031000H Dec 65, TF Alpha erossed the SP and began conveoy
movement to defensive positions vie Ben Cat, Vietnam (X17533). Serial #,
T-~ . 2[17 Cav, had the responsibility of provided route recommaissance from
SP to CP 9, and established route security from CP 9 to' RP, The composition
of: The setialy or o r € ey i :



SUBJECT: After Action Report (CHECKER BOARD)

TO: Commanding Officer
1st Bde, 101st Abn Div
APO San Franciseo, Calif 96307

1. General:
8. Name of Operation: CHECKER BOARD h _
b. Dates of Operation: 10001)1H'Deel. 65 = 1617024 Dec 65
¢. location: Nam Phan Province, RVN e
de Control Headquarters: Hgs, 2d Bn (Abn), 502d Inf
©. Reporting Officer: It Col Henry E. Fmerson

2. Task Organization:

100001H Dec 65 thru 110715F Dec 65

A 2/502 TF BAKER:
d 3/A[326 Engr 2 Plts, A2[327
B 2/502 = Recon P1t
Sqd 3/A/326 Engr AT Fit
C 2/502 25 Mort P1t (.)
Sqd 3/A/326 Engr Det, 3rd RRU
110715H Dec 65 thru 141609F Dec 65
A 2/502 TF BAKER:
d 3/A/326 Engr Recon Flt e
B 2/502 .. AT P1E
S?d 3/A/326 Engy Det 3, 3rd RRU
C 2/s502 Mort P1t (-)
Sqd 3/A[/326 Engr
1416108 Dec 65 thru 160700H Dee 65
A z/s502 TF BAXER: Bn Combrel e
qd 3/A/926 Engp Recon Flt Mort Fist (.)
B 2/502 : AT P1t
d 3/4/326 Engr Dst 3, 3rd RRU
C 2/502 : d

Sqd 3/A/326 Engr
160700 Dec 65 thru 1617028 Dec 65

A 2/502 i1 _ Bn Contfol: i
S?d 3/A[326 Engr oon A Trp, 2/17 Cav (off 9939 hwa}
B 2/502 21 A TUAT Pl
d 3/A/326 Engr Mort -
2/502 . 5 : Det 3, 3rd RRU
Sad 3/A/326 Engr
Recon P1t ©

3« Supporting Forcess

a: USAF flew six  missions in support of 2)"502 Inf, during Operation
CHECKER BOARD, The following is a Jieting of these missionst



‘Authori[}“&wjﬁ—‘[— \(CT{ECR‘ER BOARD) (Cﬁn’b*d)

MISSICN NO DATE/TIME GROUP TYFPE A/C TGT COORD REACTION TIME .
1 111305H Dec 65 2 M.E . XT556335 - 5 min
2 1113550 Dec 65 2 M-E  XP620330° - 20 min
3 1115558 Dec 65 2 AI.E X1620338 20 min
L 121008H Dec 65 2 A1.E XT635572 & 637367 30 min
5&6  130130H - ' e
132308 Dec 65 2 C.125 XT626375 20 min
MISSION NO TCT DESCRIPTION ORDANENCE E_S?E?‘-TDEEJ _ ESULTS
1 VC unit, unk size, 114 rockets, 2 napalm, VC dispersed
firing on US troops 10 GP bonbs )
2 VC access route i1k rocksts, 10 WP bombs, Unknovm
8 napalm
3 VC acecess route 114 rockets, L napalm Urknowmn
L VC unit firing 114 rockets, 10 napalm VC dispersed
e on US troops _
5&6 .P'Friendly unit 31 M2 flares Prevented VC sur-
g ¢ rounding unit from
attacking.

b. Medevac was provided by 57th Med Det ard 283rd Med Det. 3

c. 1st A&im Bn, ist Inf Div, provided 30 heliconters for extraction 16
0B800H Dec 65. Thesa helicopters shuttled between 1% Kilo and 1Zs 9 and Sil-
ver until the 2/502 had been extracted. 45 heliconter loads were landed at
1Z 9 and 38 at 1Z Silver.

i 158 4. 0o provided sorlal recupply during the conduct of the entire
operation, A total of 70 loads of resupply items were transported. This
company also provided helicopters for extraction of wmter cans following sach
resupply mission.

4, TIntelligence:

a. BEstimated enemy situation: M#n force uhits were knowm to be in the gen
eral srea, however, no major unit had been fixed. Red Haze and SPAR reports
indicated guerrillas moved freecly throughout the area,” Recommaissance pate
rols, infiltrated into the area prior to the operation, cbserved groups of
20 to 30 persons moving In ths sr=a of ths rubber plantation, vie coord XT3065,

b, Actual enemy situstion: Mily small groups of loeczl guerrillas wewe
encountered. Resistance consisted of sniper fire and chance encounters, with
small groups of irdividuals., Only when a smell frd enf"l*,r group of & men was
isolated 614 the VC attack, No VC were fcﬂ““ Ln any of the tase cempe dis.

covered, MNumerons eaches of foed and equipment were found 3 qrnuguun the 3nhn
indicating that this area served as a “rla;rof base arsa capable of munporiing
at least one regiment. ——

- ¢

Ca Terraln ‘aried from rubber plantation, relatfvelv frée ef undergrosth,
%o dense jungle. Rice paddies in the: ares were gensrally dry and afforded
vapid movement., g = s

d. Detailed location of enemy installations discovered is included in
inclesure 1.



5s  Mission: TF 2/502 Inf conduetsd hight inf_‘i.'LT;ration operations into area
"Crape", vic cocrd XT6932 (See Incl &), beginning 100001H Dee 65; conducted
2earch and destroy-operations In area Grape;ficm:D=Day thim U3 conducted -
search and destroy- cppratmns in area Cha“r? Trib coord XT6240 (See Inel &),
from D3 thru D*5; secured LZ Kilo (See.Incl/ {& i for helicopter extraction of
1/3273 conducted a hellcopter extraction from 12:%ilo to LZ 9 and IZ Silver
(See Incl 4) and provided route security along designated route for passage
of elements of 13‘!: ™o, 1015t Abn Div D46,

6. Concept of Operatinn: TF 2 ,"502 conducted Operation CHECKER BCARD in four
phases, ' 4

2. Phase I(Da2 thru Du1) TF 2/502 initiated operations-in area Grape by
night infiltration of two "Fatchet Teams™ (Long range recrmnaissance teams,
see para 10a) ore team each from A Co and C Ca,

b. Phase IT (D-Day thru D¥2) TF'2/502 conducted search and clear oper=
ations in area Grave commencing D-Day, 100001H Dec 65, with A Co and C Co
sweeping assipned zofres from east to west. TUpon completion of initial sweep,
A Co, B Cn, and C Co, swept north, in assigned zones, from PL Elm %o TL Jokers

roashing PL Joker D+2, TF BAKER wos battailon reserve during Phase II.

c. Phase ITT (D+3 thru D+5) TF 2/502 eondicted Search and’elesr opera-
ations in area Cherrv, commencing DH3 with A Co, B Co, and C Co, sweeping
north from PL Joker to Objectives Juliet and Kilo, and establishing a battal-
ion defensive position, On D and D+5, A Co, B Co, and TF BAKER conducted
search and destroy operaticns, and recormaissanecs and ambush patrols in area
Cherry. [TF.BAKER was battalion reserve on D+3, On D and D+5, Mort P1t(.)
was ba‘btalion reserve,

d. Phase IV (DH) TF 2/502 conducted cperations to secure 1Z Kilo for
the helicobter extraction of the 1/327 and Af 502, and secured designated
route for the withdrawal of 1st He (w)s 4 Co and B Co landed at IZ 9 and C
Co and TF BAKER landed at 1Z Silver. A Co, B Co, and C Co, moved by foot to
assigned areas to secure designated route for withdrawal of 1st Rde (-).
Trp 4, 2/17 Cav, was battalirn reserve.



8 2/320 Arty provided fire suppert for the entire operaticn;

7. Execution: IF 2/502 initiated operation CHECKER BOARD by infiltrating two
"Hatchet Teams" across the Song Thi Tinh River, on 081930H Dec £5, A Co and

C Co each provided one team. The A Co patrol infiltrated to a position vie
coord XT674349, and the C Co team infilirated to a prosition ¥ic coord XT709
3i9. These patrols remained in position during 9 Dec 65, )

4t 092330H Dec'65, the batfalion departed the base camp om foot. "The

order of mrch was, A Co, C Co, B @, and TF BAKER. The lead eompany crossed
the ID (bridge vie coord 738328) at 100001H Dee 5. The battalion then moved
to FL Pine (See Tncl %) and deployed with A Co on the right and C Co on the
ioft. B Co was te follow A Co, AT 1007%73H Doc 655 the battalion began %9
cwaen of the assioned airea

Lt 100500H Dec 65, vie coord 713322, one man from & Co was killed and
four others were weunded bv a booby trap, A medical evaematien heldaows e
sxltracted all casualtics at 100557% Dec 65. A minefisid ertending 200 miters
norti and south of this ares was discovere: 4

Toung male inhabitants of a village, located vie' enord T710315, were
conscrirted and detailed to each compary-. - These Indizencus persemmsl were
plantation workers and it was conclided that they wouid bs aware of the loce
ation of VC minefields, Therefore, two such persemmel wers caused to Drom
cede each unit £o reduce the nossitiity of wallting into an enemy minefield,
L% a consequence, no additional ecasualtids from booby traps were .sustained,

At 0840 hours, A Co "Hatchet Team® reporteéd it was being atisgked by 30
VC at coord IT67433%, . The battalien ot this time had almost connleted the
sweep of its assizned sector. Upon learning .of the engagement, the battalim
commander requested tht.the battalion be 21lowed to ercss PL Elm (See Inel
b) and sweer north, Permigsion was grantéd and the battalion crossed L Elm
at 0905 hours with three companies on line, € Co on the left, & Co in the
center, and R Co on the right, TF BAKER and'the TAC CP followed behind A Co,




“he A Co "Hatchet Toam* had besh dlseavered at 090900 Dec 65, and had
come urder attack by a VC platoon.f!Cdmﬁuﬁipaﬁinns with the matrol had -been
disrurted due to a faulty hand set, which Hermitted receint of traffiec but
prohibited transmission of information. 'Three nlatoon size assaults upon the
patrol®s pesition during 9 Dec 45 were rerulsed, . 4s a résult, one team mem-
ber was wounded and estimated 10 VC killed, ~At 1700 hrs, the matrol receivdd
word to move to a new location, and at 1730 hours, the lead man activated a
booby trap which killed one man and wounded another. Two more assaults, by

a VC platoon, duedng the nicht of the 9th and 1°th, were remulsed. During
this action, two members of the "Hatchet Téam™ were killed ard an estimted

5 to 10 VC were killed. At 100815H Deec 65, the "Hatchet Team™ established
radic contact with an airborne FAC and began calling for supporting fires,

At 0945 hours, A Co, after a rapid sweep, arrived at the team's location, and
the VC were dispersed with no further contact,

B Co and C Co arrived at PL Srade (See Inel 4) at 1148 hours and 1400
hours, resnsctively, At 1700 hours the battalion formed a defensive peri-
meter at ccord XT668333., The battalion was resuprlied %n this area by heli-
covteriand by organic M274 vehicles, At 1930 hours, a "Hatchet Team™ from
eaeh rifle company was infiltrated into the area the battalion was To eclesr
the following Aay. The patrols moved to positions vie XFE48350, XTELO3LL,

At 110737H Dec 65, the battalion crossed PL Spade and began to sweep to
the northwest in the direction of PL Club (See Tnel 4) with A Co on the loft
and C Co on the right. A Co soon discovered numerous VC surnly points in the
vie XT655338. While A Co halted to destroy these supply points, which includ-
ed rice and building material, ™ Co hecame the left flank company in the o
sweeps TF ™aker screened the right flank and rrovided security for the TAC CP,
At 1012 hours B Co received sniper fire from eonpd XT656335, Artillery fires
and an air strike were utilized and an estimated VC squad disnersed. B Co
and C Co proceeded to TL Club without further ineident, reaching FL Club at
1525 hours and 1610 hours resvectively. A Co and TF RAKER reached TL Club
at 1830 hrurs,




The battalion established a defensive perimeter at coord XT646352 and im-
proved a bomb crater to be used as a resupnly point. Pioneer tools were i
brought in bv helicovter and the attached engineer nlatoon completed preraze:.
tion of the helicorter pad, The rad was able to accept aireraft at 1930 hours.
"Hatchet Teams™ were again infiltrated into the area to be cleared the follow=
ing day. At 2030 hours three patréls, onic from each rifle company, infiltrate
ed to positions vie coord XT639369, XT626377, and XT619369.

The next morning, at 120700H Dee 65, the battalion eontimied to sweep
northwest towards PL Joker (See Incl 4)., B Co was devloyed on the right
and A Co on the left in the battalion sector. At 0915 hours, B Co made cone
tact with an estimated squad of V€ vie coord XT638368. During the ensuing
engagement, B Co suffered five WIA, oum of which latew died of woursis, VC
casualties were one T4, confirmed by body eccunt, T Co uncovered a mmmber
of large rice caches vie ccord ATEAETP2 apd destrogyed these by explosives and
spreading the rics on the Jungls fioor.  Ad 121516H D=e €%, B Co linke
ed up with elements of A/i/3z/ on PL Joker. A Co reachen FL Joker at i3hs
hours, C Co and TF RBAKER reached Fi. Joker at 1605 hours, A battelden de
fensive perimeter was established at coord XT535387 i

Lo Ly

T

At 130805H Dec 65, the battalien swopt north tewerds objectives Juliet.
and Kilo with A Co moving on the leot, B Co in the center, and C Co on thei:
righta During the search and clear operations on 13 Dec 63, numereus base 7~
camps and hospital facilities were discoversl (See T9%:Y 1), At 1630 hours
B Coy C Co, and TF RAKER reached Objective Kilo. At 1645 heurs, A Co closed
on Objective Kilos By 1730 hours a battalion perimeter was established a-
round Objectives Juliet and Kilo, Pive:"Hatchet Teams™ wére infiltrated ine
to the area where the battalion had passed: through 13 Dec¢ 65, "The teams dew-
paried prior to 2000 hours and moved ‘to pdsitions ae XT602392, XTé627410, XT
626425, XT635401, and XT622385. The toams returned by 1408007 Dee 65,

At 1L0BROH Dec. 65, two platoops fror'A' Co ‘departed the battalion perimeter
and moved to the VC base camp vie eoord XT610384, which had been seen the degy
before. At 0840 hours, platoon @izsd forees from both ™ Co amd € Co, derarted
the battalion perimeter and seturned to destroy VC base camps (See Inel 1)
discovered the previous day,




e & 1 Tifle, urenown nomenclature, 1 foot long barrel, pis.
tol erip, dest?oyad sinee 1t was rusted beyond recogniting,

(e) 1 57mm RR mount, us : ;
(3) ﬂmmunition, demolitions, an~ axnibéicgﬁ cartured and ﬁestrqud:
(2) 5,000 rds small arms ar(nrmmitio'zlt

-

(b) 72 banydore torpedoes, urknovm mamufacture, 5 £t alum.
imm seetinns, .

(e) 25 Chinese stick grenades
(1) 26 Chinese rifie grencies
(e) 12 Chinese A7 rockets, 3;5
(£) 18 Chinese ¢ 'aymore disk mines
(2) 2,000 rds 762 linked Russian
(h) 1 75mm rouni, Us
(1) 5,000 pds 2)m, in boxes with Chinese markings
() 3,000 rds 7,02
(%) 9 ras us S51mm mortar
(1) 33 rds 60m mortar, unknowm mamfacture
{m) 3 rds 57m mr Us
Z (n) 5 mortar rounds, unknowm mamiTacture
~ (o) jSOD__lhs of Chinese block dymamite
(p) filﬂflaras
(@) 5 hoosters
(r) 15 hlastine cans
(s) 10 fuges
(t) 600 ft_electrical cord

- - " L

() Documanté:_ Mumerens pamohletls, medieal racords, leaflets, carde,
'aN5, Isasson vlens, maps, drawinqs,-. and chariers Wora cantnred as well as
ures and movie £ilm.

- (5) Euipment, material, foodstuff, anq grain
(a) Macicai equipmert +o inelnds U8 ang Jemanese proiis i
gical'ihst-‘_ﬂmants, norphine, uneut heroine, angd vials of achromycis

mycin, aureomyein, and tetramyein we®  cantared,

(St

e oy i =

E

(b) Material, mostly blaen rajama untforms (?5-30' sots), was
cariured and destiroyed,

(c) Small quantities of foodstusrt, including 1ive animals, were
captured and destroyed,

(@) 285 tons of rice were destroyed

(e) Fropaganda.mlant with mimeogranh machine ang pammlets
was destroyed, -

(f) 50 TOTIR of A e -~
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(z) 6 battalion medical kits were cantured. 5 were destroyed
ard 1 was extracted. :

c. Mot all areas where afr strikes were conducted were searched by ground
forees. In those areas that were searched, there was no evidence of enemy
losses, :

2, MAdministrative Matters:
a., Supnly:

(1) Wormal resupply was accomplished bv delivering the raquested
suprlies hy heliconter to subordinate units each evening.

(2) Emergency resurvly requosts were forwarded to the S4 represent-
ative and brought into the Bn area on the first available heliconter.

.(3) Combat loads carried hy individuals were:
 M-16 - minimum of 300 rds, M-79 - 40 rds, M-50 - 1200 rds

(L) One 274 vehicle {MULE) was used by P Co for fransportation of
amrmmition, rations, and water during the entire operation. The mse of the
M274 increased the amount of equipment B Co could take into the jungle withe
out unduly burdening their individual scldiosec.

(5) Five gallon plastic water containers were used for water rea
suprly., These plastic containers have the advantage of being ahle to he more
8asily transported by an individual if extraction cannot be accomplished.
Metal cans would hawe to be destroyed in place.

(6) Clearing of 1Zs for resupply and medical evacuaticn was dif-
ficult in the junelé. Clearing was accomplished largely by use of individ-
ual hatéhets. Iaten pioneer toole were brought into the area to complete
the clearing.

b. Maintenance: No maintenance pro-lems were encountered As organiza-
ticnal maintenance was stressed throughout the entire operation,

¢s Cormmunications: %hen the battalion comman? group was stationary for
a perlod of time, an RC292 antenna was erected., This technique provided ex-
cellent commniecations with higher headquarters and the rear area.

de Treatment af casnalties and evacuatirn:

(1) Treatment of casuwsltles was Mvided into two vhases, The fireh
phise consisted of emergency care rendered by the field medies. Fhase two
was the treatment of easualties at 3rd Mde, 1st Inf Div, eclearing station,
Here the medical care prevared the patient for further evacmation, if evane
uaition w25 necessary. If not, the patient was Beld at the stotion for fur-
ther treatment or returned for duty.

(2) The primary method of cbtaiming medieal evacvation wms thrcugh
the Be Admin/Log Net., I contact could not be maie on this net, the commiand
net was utilized as a secondary means of commnieations, Tn most fwmetances
evacuatlon of casuslties was accompiishad in a timely manmer.



10. Special Fguipment and Techniques:
RECONDO I e -
2. Infiltration of "{ghgwet Toams" for reconnaissance of areas prior to
entry by a major force, provided valuable intelligence information concerning
the nature of terrain and enemy dispositions, thus redneing vulnerability to
VC ambushess A "Hatchet Team" is normally eémposed 6f six men. Individual
duties are - patrol leader, forward observer, radio operator, and three rifle-
men for security, The mission of a "Hatchet Team™ is to infiltrate deep with-
in enemy areas prior to the entry of a major foree, and to bbtain information
concerning enemy disposition and the natwre of terrain. The team norma1ly ime
Tiltrated one or two nights prior to a sweep of an area and moves to a con= .
cealed position located at a major trail junetion from where it ean observe
movement on the trails, Tt is felt thit in order for the VC to acromplish
- a4 ; . s ; e
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rapid movement at night Shrough jungle, the enemy must travel on the trails,
If a luerative target appears, the team has the éapability of requesting sup-
porting firss. As the major foree moves through the area, the "Hatchet Team™
can provide information cencerning the withdrawal of enemy forces.

b. During this operation the "Yetl™ net, recently issued to the bata
talion was tested in a combat enviremment. The "Yeti® net is a piece of
burlap, approximately 80" iong by 40" wids, which serves as an individual
camouflage net for each trooper. One side is painted green and black in
order.to blend into jungle foliage. The other side is left the basie bur-
lap color, Using these nets correctly, the trocpers can always camouflage
themselves gquickly and easily. ”hcse nets were also utl;lzed in connection
with the preparation of "spider’ holesy another technique recently introduced
to the battalion, Specifiecally, as a man digs his individual "spider hole",
he places the spoil on his "Yeti™ net and then hauls the snoil away to some
concealed location, Thus the locatirn of the spider hole™ is not compromised
by the presence of raw spoil around the hole, Following the preparation of
individual "spider holes", lids or covers are fabricated by using a combin-’
ation of sticks, wire, and "Veti™ nets. The lids are then eovered =ith sod,
grass, or leaves,

¢. The "spider holea™ wers prepared on the concept that each squad would
have a concealed area for rest and shetor and that the "spider holes™, which
are located forward, be "fighting holes™ and nothing else. This means that
the hole need only be as large as the man and therefore is easier to eamou-
flage and less vulnerable to grenades, ete. The "spider holes™ are arranged
in groups of twe in order to retain all the merits of the taddy team system.

de Young male ingabitants from a village within the area were unsed rn
D-Day to reduce the possibility of encountering minefislds, At 10050H Dee
65, A Co received 5 casualties from a detonated booby tran. Young w2l eiva
ilians from the closest village were conserivted and placed at the head of
each company. It was concluded that these personnel had knowledge of the
whereabouts of minefields in that area. During the movement for the remaine.
der of the day, no booby traps were encourtered.

es On D1, 11 Dec 65, artillory was firved as a rolling tarrage in front
of the 1line of advance of the rifle companiese This action had a two-fold
purpose. First, the fires were planned in likely ambush positions to disrupt
any VC ambushes in these areas, Secondly, the fires provided a guide for the
companies in their movement through the jungle.




11, Commanders Anslysis:
| 7 Recondo .

a. The concept of the "Nedakat Teams™ is a verv promising technique for
obtaining accurate, timely intelligammof the VC. Refinements, such as ins
creasing the size of the team bo eight or ten men to add more combat power,
may inerease the "Hatchet Teams™ eff'ectiveness.

be While there wore ho opportimities to ambush large enemv formations
on this particuis:» oreration, it 1s believed that the corbination of "Vatin
nets and "spider holes" offers attrastive possibilities for surprising the
enemy and beating him at his owm gare in future operations,

¢. Yeung male inhabitents of villages, swmpathetic to the V2, can be econ-
seripted and placed at the head of units to reduce the rossibility of enter-
ing booby tranped areas, These indigenons personnel have knowledge of the
danger areas in the vieinity of their villages,

d, Plastic water containers are better adanted for resupply in jungle
then are metal cans. If extraction of the metal cans can mot be accomplished
‘ney mist be destroyed. The plastic containers can he collapsed and earried
by an individual,

e. Use of the M2PL (MULE) for transportation of ammnition, rations amd

water provided a means of reducing the weizht of the infantryman®s load and
gave added mobility to the individual soldier.

-
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2d Bn (4Abn), 5024 Inf—
APT San Francisco, Calif 96347
AVADCC . 22 December 1965

SUBJECT: After Action Report (Movement OPORD 35-65)

TO:

1.

vie

24

Commanding Officer
1st Ble, 10ist Abn Div
APO San Franecisco, Calif 96347

General:
a, Name of Operation: OPORD 35.45,
b. Dete of Operation: 190738H Dec 65 - 2100151 Dec 65

c. Location: From Ben Cat vie coord(XT7533), Binh Duong Provinee, to
Phan Rang (BN7587), Ninh Thuan Province.

d. Control Hgs: Hq, 24 Bn (Zbn), 5024 TRf, 1ist Bde, 101s%t Abn Div.
e. Reporting Of ficers It Col Hérww-EL Emerson
Task Organization: .
a. TF Alpha - 190738H Deec 65 -~ 191223H Dec 65

2/502 |

2 plt, A/2/327

2/320 Arty

AJ2/17 Cav

A/326 Engr
be TF 2/502 - 191223H Dec 65 - 2100155 Dec 65

2/502°
2 pit, 2/327 =




3. Supporting Forces:

a. 1/16 Inf, 3rd Ble, 1st Inf Div, provided route security from the SP
vie Ben Cat (XT?5831@), to the town of Pmu Cuong (XT8114).

b. The ist MP Co, 1st Tnf Div, provided TCPs from the SP to Bien Hoa AB
vic Fien Hoa (XT0315).

ce One (1) truck Co, 1st TInf Div, provided twenty-eight (28) 2% ton trks _
and twenty-three (23) 1% ton trailers for movement from Ben Cat to Tien Hoa AiB,

de Aviation Bn, 1st Inf Div, provided 2 HUiD gunships for convoy security
during movement from Ben Cat +a Bien Hoa /B,

®s 101st Avn Det provided one (1) H~13 for command and control during
the movement from Ben Cat to Bien Hoa AB,

f. USAF provided thirty-three (33) C-130 sorties to move TF 2/502 frem
Bien Hoa AB to Buu Son Airfield vie Phan Ranz (BN7587),

g. 101st Abn Div MP Co, provided TCPs from Buu Son Airfield to 1st e
base camp area vic Phan Rang (BN7587),

h. A Btry, 27 Arty, provided four (4) 2% ton trks and Servies Btry 27
irty, provided five (5) 2% ton trks to shuttle rersonnel from Bau Sen Air.
field to 2/502 base camp area.

_ - “Oob la_
b, Intellicence: Mo enemy contact, c‘t(fltﬁj'-ék

Efiuﬁﬁy \Z?' s 7P, tsztiplﬂ
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5. Mission: TF Alpha conduct~d tactieal mctor march from Bon Cat to Pien
Hos AB, ' On'arrival al -Bien Hoa AB TF 27502 16aded Cel30 airerxaft and cone
dueted movement to Phan Rang.

&

6. Concept of Operation: TF Alpha moved by motor transrortation, utilizing
organic and attached transportation, from vie Ten Cat to Bien Hoa AB, commen-
cing, 190738H Dec 65. TF Alpha was Aivided into three (3) serials for tho tove,
A 2/17 Cav provided route meconmaissance from the SP +ic Ben Cat (XT758314)
£o the RP vic Bien Hoa (XT990116). 1/16 Inf, 3rd Fde, ist Inf Div, provided
poute security from the SP to Phu Cuong (XT8114), Two (2) gunshins provided
aerial convoy security from the SP to the RF. TUpon arrival at Bien Hoa AB,
TF 2/502 loaded C-130 aireraft for m-vement to Buu Son Airfield. Upon ar-
rival at Bun Son Airfield persomnel were shuttled by 21 ton trks and crpanie
transportation frem the airfield to 2/502 base camp area vie Fhan Rang (BN
759870). )

7. Txecution: On 190738H Dee 65, TF Alpha crossed the SP and began tactical
moter march from Ten Cat to the RP. Trp A 2/17 Cav had responsibility of
youte reconnaissance from the SP to the RP. Serials provided internal con=-
voy security. The composition of the serials for the move from Den Cat to
Nien Hoa AB was as follows:

SFRTAL UNIT ATTACTMENTS CROSSED SP - CROSSED RP

1 A 2/17 Cav None 0738 0939
A 326 Engr
FHC (-), 1st e

2 Co C, 2/502 1624 ton trks 0810 1103
me (=), 2/502
Co B, 2/502
B 2/320 Arty
C 2/320 Arty

3 Co A, 2]502. 13-2% ton trks 0940 1210

me (2), 2/502

2 plt, A/2/327

105 P Btry, RAA

Hq 2/320 Arty

A 2/320 Arty

TF Alpha closed at Bled Hoa AR 191233H Dec 65. TF 2/502 became effective

at this time, 191223H Dec 65. TF 2/502 moved to a marshalling area vie west
end of Dien Hoa AB rumway., Commencing 200810H Dec 65, TF 2/502 began out-
1oading on C-130 aircraft for movement to Buu. Son Mrfield, TF 2/502 utilized
thirty-three (33) sorties during the movement. The first aircraft de~arted
Sien Hoa AB 200831 Dec 65 and the last aircraft arrived Buu Son Airfield
2023504 Dec 65, Upon arrival at Buu Son Adrfield, TF 2/502 moved, utilizing
nine (9) 2% ton trks and organic transpoertationm, to @fSOE base cemp area, IF
2/502 closed in base camp effective 210015H Dec 65. lo enemy contact was made
during the move from Ben Cat to 2/502 base camp area.



8. Results: 2/502 closed at base carp area vie Phan Rang (BN759970) affant.
ive 210015H Dec 65,

9. Administrative Matters: No traffic problems or maintenamse difficulties
were encountered enroute.

a. No refueling of vehicles was neccessary: Five (5) C-ration meaié
were consumed enroute. Mo ammnition was expended.

b. A maintenance team traveled at the rear of cach serial to repair any
minor damage or mechanieal failure,

ce No casualties were suffered durine the move,
de Communicatirns were generailv execellent,
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