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HEADJ'TARTERS 2D BATTALION (AIRBORNE) 502D INFANTRY
APO SF 96347

AVBD-CC 10 December 1966
SUBJTECT: After Action Report, Operatien GERONDIO I

T0: Cammanding General
1st Bde, 10lst Abn Div
ATTN: AVBD-C
APO SF, 963L7

l. OGEFERAL:
aa Name of Operation: GEROHIIO I
. Dates of Operation: 6 November 1966 to L December 1956,
c. Locatian: Flm Yen Province.
d. Control Headquarters: FHgs, 2d Tn (Abn), 502d Inf,
e. Reporting Officer: FRAMK L, DIETRICH, LTC, Infantry,

2. TASK ORCAWTZATION: The task orsamization is listed in 2/502d Infantry
OPORLC §8-66, and FRAGORDS 65-66 throuch TL-86,

3. SUFPORTING FORCES s

a. Army aviation suppert was used daily except when 2/502d Inf was
conducting clandestine operations to locate the VC and NHVA units, The suppert
was always immediste -nc effectives. The unit conducted a daylight airmabile
assault to benin the operation, In addition teo the initial assault, five com-
pany moves, 3 platoon moves and one squad move were made durin- the operation,
Resupply, medical evacuation, and command and control missions were performed
by US Ammy sireraft. Gunships were effectively employed azainst an entrenched
NVA Battalion on 9§ Mov 66. One holicopter with winch was employed to extract
a paratrooper with a broken leg on 2 liov 66 from a dense jungle, Contimual
heavy rain and fog caused considerable problems in the effective employment of
aireraft,

b. The companies were provided continuous enginecer support bv keep-—
inz IZ demolition teams with them, These teams assisted in clearing IZ's and
PZ's and in destroyines mines and boobv traps. Maxirmum advantage is pained if
the engineer teams are attached directly to the companies with which ther work
to preclude difficulty attaching them at a later date.
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¢. Tac Alr was used on 9 Nov 66 azainst an VA Battalien in forti-
fied positions. Duc to the close proximity of friendly troops and the pessi-
ble loss of contact if the friendly troops withdrew, the air strike was sborted
after one bamb had been dropped, Red haze was used once to attempt to lacate
the enemy force. Visual reconnaissance was employed, but bad weather prevented
it from beinc conducted at first lieht, Flareships were used on two nights
with considerable success in expesing the enemy and limitine his mavements.

d. Artillery suppert was cutstandin: durin- the eperation, On %
Nov &6 it was employed very effectively against am entrenched NV4 ferce. . The
fire support greatly assisted the Infantry in Aefeatin- the NVA ferce during
the assault., Artillery was used as a bleckine force ta complete the eneircle-
ment of an enemv force on 2 Dec 66 when bad weather prevented .an airbarne rifls
campany from makin~ an airmebile assamlt, TFor 3 heurs Btry A, 2d Fn 326th Arty
effectively sealed a ~ap in the encirclement b firin- interdietery fires en

‘nine planned concentratiens. Artillerr was also fired en enemy base camps,

trajl junctions and stream crossin-s after the Infantry had departed the area.

€+ Attachment of CIDS companies frem USSF Detachment 122 (Cung Sen
Distriet) inereased the combat gtrength of the 2/502 and mreatly impraved the
relationship between the STHIKE FOICT and Vietnamese irresular forces., The
platoons fram the CID3 company that were attached from 5 to 13 llav A5 were at-
tached to airborne rifle campanies in 2/502d Inf. The company attached frem
13 to 20 lov 66 was rmiven the missien of conductins Teconde Checkerbeard oper-
ations and sperated under the control of CPT Walters s the USSF Detachment Cam-
mander. The platesns from the campany that were attached frem 20 YVov te 23
Nov 66 were again attached to the three airborne rifle campanies,

f. The Psy Ops Campany provided loudspeakers to induce the members
of the surrounded Sth Battalicn, 95th iTVA Rept to surrender on 11 Mev 66, This
effort, in conjunction with the STRIKE FO(T encirclement 5 Proved to be very
effective. The same team was used on 2 and 3 Pec 66 to appeal to the énemyr te
surrender, A total ef 59 leudspeaker hours and 1,025,000 leaflcts wera,used.

4. IN'ELLI'SFCE SUMMARY :

On 6 Wov, the 2/582 Inf and the 2/327 Inf were deployed by heliborne
assault into an area South of Don: Tre and West of the "HUT", to exploit in-
tellizence of a suspected NVA Division Hes and the 95th NVA Repiment operating
in the area, Throughout the operstion, clandestine movements, maximum decep-
tien, and thorough searchins of the assigned area were the tactics utilized to
fecl, find, fix and finish the encny, On 6-8 llov, several small contacts were
made resultin- in two VC KIA, and one VA KIi. Several campan: size base camps
were discovered in the A0 and two flare pistels, ene U.S, shotrun, one junctien
bex, one amplifier, and asserted Si ammo were captured, On the evening of £
iov, a small section of the RSCCLID platoon discovered an occupied company size
base camp vic BQ93L5EL. The RECONDO element withdrew in a clandestine manner,
and reperted the discovery to Bn lgs., To exploit this information, P 2/502 was
instructed to erient in that directien along with the remainder of the RICOHDe

2
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platesn. C 2/502 and A 2/502 were alerted for deployment to that area if need-
ed.

At 0950 hrs, 9 Nov, one RECONDO section made centact with an unknewm
wige NVA folee vic 209275BL resultin~ in one SKS captured. Twenty minutes
later, the same element made contact with an estimated reinforced enemy plat-
oon vic DQP27578. At this tire the RICONNO section was reinforced by a platecn
from B 2/502, As the fightine grew heavier, the remainder of the 2/582 was
camitted. On the nisht of 9 YNewv, the 2/502 was in positisns areund the ememy
force located vie PQ930575. The totals feor the days actian were: Ore SXS, '
two iPD II'C captured, and 7 NVA XIA, On 10 Nav at approx D910 hrs vic BQ933577,
C 2/582 captured one NVA. Fram interrosatien of this iV, it was learned that
the force with which the 2/502 was enpaged was the Sth Bn of the 95th FVA Regt.
Througheut the remainder of the dar, all elements had several centacts with
the WA force and at 1935 hrs, © 2/502 was probed br HVA elements attempting te
escape the encirclement. The EVA probed in an effert to find a weak spot in
the encirclement two more times prior to midnight with nepative results. At
0030 hrs, 11 lNov, A 2/502 was probed b an unknown size NVA force and at 030
hrs an estinated NVA platoon size element attempted and failed to break threuch
the encirclement vic BQ936580, The result of this attempt was six VA XIA, and
3 RPD, 1 SKS, L AX-L7, and 1 V16 rifle cgptured., Throughout the day, as the
trap was closed and the sweep throurh the area was made, the VA, with the ex-
ception of a few die-hard squads, seemed to be in a state of cenfusion and were:
wandering around in proups of 2-3 men each, As a result of the actien 9-11 lev,
the 2/502 killed 37 NVA by body count, 2 VO by body count, captured 32 VA, L
VC, 26 individual weapons, and 1l crew-served weapens as well as assorted field
equipment, foodstuffs, and ammunition.

On 12 Fov the RECONDO platoon made contact with two VA wic BQ933582,
resulting in two NVA KIA, one SK3, one 15 watt transmitter/receiver, and ene
firing quadrant captured, The radio was a Chinese Communist 102% Model radie
and the firin quadrant was alse a Chicom instrument, At 1525 hrs that after-
nocn, A 2/502 discovered a asmall medical cache vic PQ932565., Later, at 1630
hrs, C 2/502 discovered and destreyed a pessille hespital complex of apprex-
imately LO beds vic 73935546, This was pessibly the VC District Hospital that
was suspected to “e in the area.

A great deal of information was obtained from the interroration of
prisoners and the translation of documents captured inm the period 9-12 November,
It was learned that the 5th Bn 95th Nest, due to a shortape of personnel, on
6 llov, dissolved one rifle compan~+ and interrated its troops into the remaining
two rifle eompanies 2und the heavy #capons campany of the battalion, At the
tire of the battle, the 5th En had 21k men present for dutr stremgth. All com-
pany camranders had gone to the Regimental CP for a meeting. REvidence indicated
that the area generally Herth of Cung Son was the trainine area for the new
personnel of the 75th NVA Regiment. The re-iment was understrength and was
short amiunition, There were indications that scme local VC-had been drafied
into the XVA ranks as filler personnel, Replacements were expected from North
Vietnam sometime in late lovember or December. One priscrer stated that a
weapons cache censisting of approximately 200 asserted wcapons was lecated

e
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wvithén a two kilemeter radivs of 33885525, and were cached in three different
locations, On 16 lLov, a search of the area falled to locate the large cache,
heever, several small caches were discovered vic 109025L2 consistine of
three individual weapons, two breach btlocks for 7Smm R, two £2rm mortar base
plates, and assorted ammunition,

On 15 Yov, 4 2/5m2 discovered another medical cache consistine af ap-
proximately 52000 of medical and surpieal supplies vic B71936553. Alse, im the
same general area, A company captured an lVA who stated that he was a ceek in
the 5th Zn 95th Rert. He had been wandering around since the battle,

On 18 Nov, C 2/502 discovered a small cache of demelitiens equip~
ment and assorted clothing vic 5289252hL, Amenp the demolitions equipment
was a Chicem detonatins device, One of the articles of clothine captured
was a blue sweat-shirt with the letters "CCCP" in white over the left breast.
This entire area appeared to be an area where salva~e parts and training
equirment was stored.

On 19 llov, onlr one contact was made, At 11L5 hrs, 4 2/582 killed
one VC and captured ene SKS vie BR93658L, The NVA in the area apre ared to
have broken inte small sroups and moved either to the North-east or tn the
East,

On the 20th of Nov, onl+ one contact was made. At 1550 hrs, C 2/502
had cortact with an unknown number of VC vic 27873537 resulting in one SKB
and two ausers captured. This reneral area had been boeby trapped thereurh-
ly with punji stakes and other bocby traps such as; CRU bemblets, US AP mines,
and rumerous hand grenade trip devices, lethins was found in the area to
justifr why the enemy would utilize so many booby traps. The majority ef the
beob traps were located aleng the trails, All booby traps were destroyed in
Place.

On 21 lLev, A 2/502 discovered several squad size camps vic BQB63566.
Indications were that ther were utilized by a small element meving te the
East from the area of the battle of 9-11 Nov. At 1L12 hrs that afternoen,

L 2/502 captured a wounded NVAfrom the Sth %n 95th Regt vic BO937586, He
stated that he had been with a rroup of approximately 12-1lL HVA whe were mem-
bers of the S5th Bn 95th Regte They had deserted him when he became ill and
slowed them down. He stated that they had moved to the Dast, Later that
afternoon, T Company discovered a medical cache vie BR9L58. This cache was
similar to that discovered bv ! 2/502 on 15 Nove Ir both caches, the supplies
were stored in metal containers with packine lists on the lids, This cache
was appreximately 1/2 the size of the one found earlier by 4 Company in the
Eame ared.

On 22 Nov, the AECONDO platosn discovered several khaki uniforms
stored in a cave viec BQBL1552, Several well-used trails were found in the
area, all running Vest to Bast. At 1125 hra, A 2/502 made contact with
three 7€ vie BQ9735L7 resultin: in two VC KIA and one US carbine captured.

L
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At 1238 hrs on 23 Nov, the RFCONDO element picked up one l'ontagnard
male wanderin- in their area of eperation., Interrogation of this man breught
out the fact that approxirately LO VA had been in the area vic ZQBLES but all
had left when the Americans entered the area, He also stated that the NVA
had hidden a machine zun near the hut in which he lived. A small raiding
party dropped in by helicopter at a later date proved that he was telling the
truth when he led them to the cache, Ther discovered a US lModel A-6 113 hid-
den among the rocks,

On the afternoon of the 23rd, A 2/502 captured one VC with a block
of THT who stated that he was member of the 2nd Cempany ef the 85th VCMF Bat-
talion. He also stated that he had been wounded in a.battle several months
age and had been lecated in a hespital to the est of where he was captured.
He stated that all the patients had been removed fram the hespital approxirate-
ly 15 days prior to his capture and that when they had returned to the hesp-
ital, thev found it destroyed, This was probably the hespital that C company
had destroyed earlier. S

On Nov 26, C 2/502 encountered twe NVA vic BQB825L1 resulting in one
NVAC, one NVA KIA, and two AK-L7 captured, The PO stated that he was a
member of the Lth Bn 95th Rert which was located vic P2836L, As a result of
this information, the 2/502 was oriented in the direction of the suspected
m&-

On 29 1ov3.s;veral small contacts were made resultin- in one NVA KIA,
one S and ascorted items of field ecuirment captured., Several company size
base camps were found in the ares with well traveled trails leadins both te
the East and to the North.

Un the mornin of the 30th, C campany contacted a carrving party of
NVA vic BQB3LECT resultin~ in one NVA KIA end two AK=liT7, one 82mm mortar cap-
tured. Incdications were that the LVA f rees in the area were trying to escape
to the "2st. Documents captured indicated the Re-imental Hvv fortar Campany.
In the same general area, C Co. later found a base camp and several B2mm mortar
sights and assorted eeuipment., Again, trails indicated movement te the Rast,

On the afternoon of the lst of December, P 2/502 captured one }VA who
stated that he was a member of the 18tk (Simal) Co of the 95th legt, Since
sevewal deocuments and POW had indicated the presence of twe of the Rerimental
Spt eompanies, it was safe to assume that the Aegimental CP was semewhere near-
by. Trhougheut the remainder of the day, several sightings and small contacts
were made with nepative results,

On 2 December, A 2/562 smbushed an unknowm number of HVA trying to
cress the stream from “'est to East vic #86L625 resultine in 15 VA KIA, one
NVAC, three AK-L7, one 2PC-2, two SKS, two TPD, one receiver fer Sn0-lL3 HMG.
The NVAC stated that he was a member of the éth ®n 95th Re-iment. His party
was made up of sick lame and lazy who were left behind when the ©n had meved
four days prior. Three men frem the “n recen section had returned and were

5 -
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taking them to the remzinder of the Battall{mn. He did not know where it was,
Several mere small contacts were made in the same area throughout the day re-
sulting in four WVA KIA, one mertar sight, one light MG, and assorted equipment
captured. :

On 3 De¢, * 2/502 contacted 5 I'VA vic PQB65625 resulting in one NVAC,
feur FVA KIA, one US carbine, one SK& and five packs captured. POW stated that
his element was moving from East to West and had net made any emtact with
American. forces prior to his capture, He also stated that a party of apprex
30 NVA were follewin: the lead element of 5 men., These 30 I'VA had moved back
up the hirh pround to the Fast. Later that day, 4 Company killed one mere NVA
in the eame vieinity. At 1710 hrs, RTCONDO platoon made contact with an est=
imated NVA platoon resulting in four NVA KIA and ome AK-L7, and three SKS
captured,” -

The 2/502 was extracted from the A0 on L Dec, and no further contacts
were made, ;

5. MISSION: The fellewin- missions were assigned 2/502 Inf during Oper-
ation GEROLTI'O I,

as 6 through B Nov 66, 2/502 Inf conducts airmebile gssault and cam~ .-
mences RECONDO CHECKERBOLID indtially to the west frem the LZ's to decelve the
enemy and then to the east, The initial phase is clandestine to deceive the
enemy. All units are issued five davs rations. Plan to converge all forcess

b. 9 through 11 Nev 2/562 Inf converses nn BQ9357 to exploit enemy
contact and te kill er capture the VCAITA forces, use Tac Air, artillery and
Psy @ps "eam and ene company conducts airmobile assaulte

¢+ 12 through 27 liov STRIKE FORCE employ® a stay behind force vie
2Q931576« Conducts RECOKDO CHWCKERBOATD and a eémpany airmobile assault to
seutlnrest to exploit a suspected arm® cache, Units réturmn to Tac CP for
Thankspgiving and then RTCONTD CHRCKERBOARD o south and to southwest,

de 20 Nov 2/502 prepares for extraction frem AO and moves to P2Yg,

ey 29 Yov through 3 Dec RECODO CHTOKEAEOARD initially to seuth and
to southwest, RECOIDO CIMOKERBOMRD two companies and airlifts 2/502 (-) to
3. West as part of 1st Bde encirclin- forece, Use artillery and Co C, 2/327 Inf
© “torencirele NVA force,
Z

fo L Dee extracted fram 40 by helicopters.

€+ CONCEPT 07 OPERATION: (See Inclosure of Sketch Maps)e
2(5e T
. 2. & Nov,conducts aimgoile assault and berins ATCONDO CHICK RBOARD
ipitlally to west to deceivergrigmy and then to east.. Co P given 40 to west te

deci¥t enemy and to check possible ene;q,f' ‘position where smeke was seen on L

6
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Nov Wy Gunslinger. Initial operation to be clandestine with strict cantrsl
of aircraft ever AD,

be 7 Hov: Section, Recondo Platoon blogks to assist 2/327, which
is fizhting an enemy campany that has heavy weapens., All other units continmie
clandestine RECOI'DO CHRCKTREOARD to the 2ast.

ce B8 Nov: Section Tleconde Platoon released frem Plockine missien,
leconde Flatoon (~) locates a base camp vic B)036582, Plan fer 9 llov is as
follows: fHecondo Plat (~) moves to tlockin~ mosition northeast ef abjective
area vic EQ9385B2 to prevent mevement to northeast. Sectlen, Recenda Plataen
moves from Tac CP to blocking positisn northwest af ebjective area vie BQO31S81,
Ce A conducts airmebile assault, on order, to LZ northeast of objcctive area
and attacks froam northeast to southwest., (o B establishes platoon blockingz
pesitiecns south and southeast of objective area and one platoon attacks fram
northwest, 1lst Plat, Co 2 had to plan to evacuate a man with a broken leg, so
lst Flat was appreximately 3000 meters west of the remainder of the company,
Co C was told to be prepared to move two platoens to blocking positions en the

east of the objective area, and Co C (~) would move to blockine positions on
erder,

de 9 Nov: 2/582 begins encirclement of the Sth Bn, 95th NVA Regct,
Section, Teconde Platoon is joined b 2nd Plat, Co P durine move to blecking
position. Secticn Recondo Plat, and 2nd and 3rd Plsts, Co B develope the sit-
ustion. Artillery, punships and one air strike are used on the entrenched
enemy forces, Co C moves to tlockins pesitions. Co A conducts airmebile as-
sault and occupies tlockin- positions. Tncirclement is canplete, Illuminatien
frem flareship durine tle nipght,

e, 10 liov: Centinued to contract the circle and destroy the NVA bat-
talion. Psy Jar Team emploved froem the atz, silimination frem Hvy Mort Plat
usine 81lmm mortars durins the night,

f. 11 Hov: STRIKT FOWE continues to close on the encirsled force,
Requests 2/327 occupy two blscking positions to thr north, Uses Psy Var Team
on the eround and IFPW Tesms to assist the Infantry., Attacks from south to
nerth with one force while other units hold, Attacks fram east te west with
one company (~) while other units held, Thorough search of trees, bushes, ra-

vines, and ditches for NVA seldiers and eguipment.

ge 12 Nov: 2/502 cammcnces to RECONDO CHTCKTREBOARD in its A0; Co
A to east from BQ9SS5576, Co B to west fram BQ928577, Co C to south and Reconde
Flatesn to nerthwest.

he 1L Nov:  2/562 continues to conduct RECOFDO CHUCKERROARD in its
A, Co C conducts airmobille assault to BQBE9525 to block and RECONDO CFECKER-
BOARD northwest on order,
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i. 15 Nov: 2/502 continues its mission. Oo A oconducts stay btehind
eperation vic FQ93157h. 2/502 (=) berins movement to seize aims caches, HRRC-
OMDO CHECKZREOAMD to northwest on crder,

J» 20 to 23 Nev: 2/502 contimues to R7GM N0 CITCKRATOAI 4in its
AC, and prepares to conduct airmobile assault to encircle en estimated NVA
Battalien,.

ke 2L Nov: 2/502 continues to R CONDO GFECKTIION D in A0, Sencs
Co & (=) to expleit reperted group of estimated 15 VA suspected ta be in area
tn heliberne assault to east on desirmated LZ then te return te A0 and can=
tinue missian,

I. 25 to 27 Nev: 2/502 continues to RTCO/'D0C CICKRAZ0ARD to the
west in its A0. A Co conducts heliborne assault to designated 1Z's te nerth-
west te encircle an estimated IV Battalion,

me 27 Nov te 3 Dec: 2/502 conducts RECONDO CHTCKTRBOARD generally
west and north to expleit centacts and encircle and destroy a reperted reg-
imental headquarters.

ne L Dec: Extracts fram AO by helicepters and returns te Tuy Hea,

Te EXECUTION: Operation GIROND'O I was corducted from 6 Nav te L Dec
€6 in Phu Yen Province.

Operation GERONIVMO I began with Co B conducting an aimmebile assault
at BQB5L625 followed by Co € at P2893533 and CoA at 22885516, Reconde Platoon,
Mortar Platoon a d Tac CP were airlifted to 909591, A1l elements landed
with negative contact and initially searehed to the west to deceive the Enemy,
Then all units RECCID® CH7CKEREOARD te the cast,

7 Nov 2/32] enceuntered an enemy comnanv with same heavy werpons teo
include a heavy machinesun and a mortar., 2/327 beran overt actions usine
artillery, helicopters and air strikes after the enem: force was located.
2/502 continued clandestine operations except for artillery in the A0 of Co C,
Section, [rcondo Platoon assisted 2/327 b blocking south of enemy pesitiens.

8 Nov 2/502 RECONDO CHTCKERBOARD fram least to west along a 11,800
meter front. Co C had sporadic conmtact with 5-6 man groups vic BQ9L7SLE,
These nroups had autematic weapon: and initiated the action. Section, Reconde
Platoon compleéted the blocking missien fer 2/327 Inf and returned to the Tac
CP. Heconds Platoon (~) was not detected and moved to nertheast ta vicinity
of BQ9L2587, Orders were issued br Gunslinger for an attack of this base camp
camplex en 9 Neov 66,

Sequence of events for 9 to 12 lov were as follows:

9 Nev 2nd Plat B Co movin- to attack pesitions linked up with Sectien
Reconde Plat wie BQ92558L; followed Section, Reconde Platcan as
it moved to establish block positisn vie BQ93058L,

8
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1005: Jectien, Recunde Platoon enpaved ' 7 at "1929575; 1 SK° ecaptured. Con-
tinued to push enemy forer south alone fincer. Torces estirated as an enemv
platoen.

1010: 2d Plet Co B and Section, lecondo Flatton attacked hill viec BQ92857L to-
zether from west to east,

1025: 2d Plat Co T and Section, llecondo Platoon enpa ef estimated | VA Ce; 3 US
KIX, 7 US WI' from 2d Plat CoT; 1 US KI?, 3 US WIA frem Recondo Flatoon.

1038: Two platoons of Co C directed to move into bleckine psns vie TQ23L57S.
1050: Co C (=) cfrected to move north into blockin: pesitions vic BQ93L573.
1115: Helicopters requested en standby to 1ift Co 4,

1138: "Dust Off", C&C and munships requested,

1150: Co A aleft-ed for me e fran P7 Q938518 te 1Z BQ95058L to bleek at
5Q93858e,

12008 Lth Plat Ce B arrived at BQ920568 inm blocking pesition,

1205: Recondo (=) at a tlockine position at RN93B581,

1210: 3d Plot Co R in pesitien BJ927571; observed Fvv ¥G firing on Necondo's;
while movine +o attack Hvr '3, encountered large enemy force; 1 US WIA, enemy
casualties unknowm. ;

1215: Helicepter requested for amme resupply.

1225¢ C&C arrived at Tac CP,

1255: Helicopters were supposed to take off to pick up Co A. Difficalty with
cammo te Ede Tac CP at Dong Tre.

1345: Hellcopters arrived at PZ at EQ936518 to move Co A.

1425: Co B engaged 3 VC at BQ928568 resulting in 1 MPD captured,
1L38: 1st Plat Co C engaged 1 NVA at BQAL7S7 with AK-L7; neg results,
1435: *mmo resupply arrived at Tac C2Z,

l._hh_ﬂi tirstrike commenced at FQ9317571.

1L48: One bemb lead dropped. Airstrike aborted due to close preximity ef
friendly elements.

1500: 2d and 3d plat Ce B and “ection, Recende Plat wreke contact and wegan
mevement of friendly "IA and KIA to PZ wvic BQ928575.

9
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AVBD-CC 10 December 1966
SURJECT: After Action Report, Operation GERONTMO I

1504: Cunships were used on enemy location vic BR930572.

1910: Reconde Platoon (~) movinr te establish Tlock viec ™Q9385B3,
1515: te 1635: Artillery firing. Dxpended 166 HT rds, B WP, and 3 He.
1600: Co A movement cempleted; blecking I and MW of hil (BQ$33578).
1615: Recondo Plet (=) now in blecking positien at BQ931583.

16L5t Ce B cormpleted redistritution of amme and began 2d assault with 2d and
3d p plats vic BQ928573 fran west to east.

1705: Co C (-) arrived in blockin- positiens E of hill (BQ933571).
1735: "ust Off" complete from P7 vic E3928575.

1825: Resupply of ammo te 2d and 3d plats Qo F complete, Results of assault
Trom 1025H to 1B00H: 7 NVA KIA, 1 8K5, 2 RBP4

18308: Co A in final dispésition on NP of hill (8Q933571).
1845: lort Plat began firinp {lluminatien in area of the battle,
1915: Flezreship requested,
2010: Flareship arrived, )
10 Hov:
0359t Flareship departed,
0715: 2/32Y deployed units at "Q91E595 and BO31958L4 which 2/502 had requested,
10: Co € 1 VC KIA at ™Q933576,
05: Co C engared 2 NVA at BQ933576; 1 NVAKIA, 1 NVA captured.

1823: Psy War Tear reguested.

12503 Co A4 enrarved unknmown size “orce at [Q932577; & NVA K18, 1 RPD, 2 SKS,
1340: Co T enpaged unknown size force at T9930576; 2 NVA KIA, 1 60mm mortar v
bipod, chicom grenades; 1 US KIA, 2 US WIA,

1353 Recondo Flst encaced unknown size force at BQ930581; 1 2FD captured,
1238: Psy VWar team arrived,
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SUBJECT: After Actiom Report, Operation GERONTVO I

1380: Psy War team comrenced action fram helicepter (2 hours broadcast).
15L8: Resupply cempleted te Co C CP and 2d rlat.

1745: Co A emgaged 3 NVA at BQ932580; 3 NVA KIA, captured 1 7.62 Hvy MG on
wheels, 1 82mm tube,

2109t to 2150%: Ce F probed twice b enemy usine hand grenades,

23153 Hvy Mort Plat began firin~ illumination reunds every 15 minutes with 81mm
mortars.

11 Kowvs:

€038: to 0130: Co A proled twice, Requr sted illuminstion rounds everv 30

seconds., 2 US WIA from probes,

llSI:: Probe and illumination ended.

03L9: Reconde Plat enzaced at 33930580 by possible platton going ta east.
Ambushed the force. 6 NVAKIA, L AK-L7, 2 CKS, 3 RPD, 1 1-16.

86LL: Co Aengaged 1 NVA vie PQ932578; 1 KVA KIA, 1 .45 cal pistol.
8715: 2/327 moved into blocking prsitions at BQ916595 and BQ91958L.

8730: CGCunslinper joined ground ferces to direcet mevement and placed Fsy Var
team with ground,

8908: Co 4 captured 1 MVA and 1 AK-LT at 2Q935579.

0912t Co B captured 1 WA st BQ930570; Psy Ops #eam used POV's to appeal te
ether N'Ato surrender.

- 1600: Co B and 1 plat of Co C beean sweep frem scuth te nerth; all other
units holding, -

1645: Co C captured 7 N"A at ¥Q93L577 with 1 US carbine, 1 3PD, 1 AK-L7,

11108: Co C captured 1 N7AC at *Q93L577 and 1 Ver,

12208: 5-3 Air and Artillery LNO captured 2 Ve at MQ®*3issto,
1238: Co " captured 2 NVA and 1 VC at PQ93LSTT.
1235: Hequested IPY team, from lst .de to assist in interrsgation ef the laree

number of POV's
1300: Ce A engaged 3 NVA at PQ93L579; 2 NVA KIA, 1 I A captured,
11
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~SUBJTCT: After .ctisn Report, Operation GEROMINO I

1320: Co . (=) alerted to attack east to west, /11 other units to hold.

1338: Ce F captured 1 VC, 1 B2rm mortar (- biped), 1 60mm mortar tube and
base plate, 3 /K-L7, 1 SKS at BQ932577.

13L7¢ IP7 team arrived,

135¢: 2 plats Ce C directed te occupy blocking mositiens held br 2 plats Ce &
vie BQ93L579 to enable . Ce (~) to conduct attack fres E to W,

1410: Co . (=) conducted attack frem east to west, All other units keldine,
1425¢ Co . captured 3 IV.; 1 RP-L6 IIG at ®Q933579.

15h@t Cec . vempleted sweep; link3d with flecondes and western elements of Co B
at vic B73157%, Co B and lst plat Ce C cemmenced sweep from south ts north,

15553 Co C captured 1 rocket launcher RPC-LO during sweep,

1615: Requested two CH-LT's to extract PO''s and captured guipment,

1720¢ Co P and 1st Plet Co € linked with 2d Flat Ceo A cn northern block after
SWeep.

3725: CH=LT's arrived,
1835: CH-L7's departed with captured equipment.
Due to the intensity ef the battle and the many events happening at ene

time, reports were not sulmitted for all of the acticn en 11 Nov., The tetal
was as follows:

13 NVL KL L, RPD 1 aP-Lé 11 RPD canister.
31 NV. Captured 3 US Carbines 1 é66mm mertar w/base plate 2 mortar sishts
Li VC Captured 1 M-16 1 telephsne 2 boxes MG ammc
12 “K~-L4T : 1 .45 Cal pistol 8 rocket launcher rds
g SKS 1 RPG-LO 3 medical kits

12 Hev:

#950: Section Recondo Platoon wnraged 2 MVA at BQ927577; 2 NVA KI', 1 K8, in-
direct fire instrument, and 1 radic transmitter/receiver,

1520¢ 2/327 released fram blocking force north ef STRIKT FORCT 40.
1650: Co C engaged L VC at BQ937547; 1 VC KIA,

13 Nov conducted ARCOLD0 CHTCKEAZ0'RD in [0, CIY)) cempany replaced.
Reconde Flatoon conducted airmebile assault te secure mew area for Tac AP at
20R8L562, The CP displaced to vic BQBBLSEZ,

Frem 13 to 15 Nov centinued RZCONDO CHECKERESE.RD,

s . 12
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E:EEL:EE" After .ction Report, Operation GFRONINMO T 10 December 1966

On 15 Nev Co remained as a stav behind ferce vic BL 31576, Co B
found weapens cache vie PQ9045L7. Co € conducted airmobile assault; contact
vic BQBS5526,

On 16 Yov Co lcontinued en stay behind eperatien. Co's B and C con-
timued to Teconde Checkerboard. /'HC destreyed downed helicopter mear Tac CF.

On 17 Wov Co .“had lirsht contact vic BQ930581. Ceo C found a eache vic
BQB9252L. Reconde Platoon had light contact vie 20070525,

From 18 to 20 liev centinued Reeonds Checkerbward in Q3 Co's B and €
had lirht contact on 20 Nev; the Tac CP displaced to BQ9LS5%1 on 20 Nov,

On 21 Nev Co ‘had lirht contact vic BR973547 and €o B had light cont-
act viec BQ734578.,

Fram 22 to 24 Nov companies closed into Tac CP to observe Thanksgiving
Day. ©o .. (=) exploited an area vie BQ975561 with negative contact on the
merning of 2L lov,

On 25 Yov Co C had light contact vic P1953553, Other units centimued
te Secondo Checkerbgard in ‘0O's,

Cn 26 Heov Co C had 1i+ht contact vie BQBET75L3, Co /. amd Co R centin-~
ued to “econdo Checkerbeoard, Recondc Plateen took a 18 man raiding yarty and
made a helicopter assault to explcit informatien frem a Montarnard, which res-
ulted in an [~6 ,30 Cal ¢, vic 3Q8395L9,

On 27 Vov and 28 Vov canpaniss made preparation for extracting from
{0 br movine to P7Z's, Extraction pgstpened,

On 27 Nov Tac CP “econde Platcon and !lertar Platoen moved to BQRET262L.
Co's B and C had light centact while Heconde Checkerbsarding under execution
of mew FRAGORD 75-656 (GERONTO I,.

On 30 Nov and 1 Dec comparies continued to 7rgondo Cheekerboard in LO's
with light contact resulting in several WC/VC KI. and assorted weapons and
equipment,

On 2 %c Co . had contact with an NV. Recon Platoon vic BQ86L62E, Ce
2 had light contact vic BQB50622, While Co C and ieconde's continued to Rec-—
onde Cheeckerboard in .0, .t this time 2/502 Inf had the enemy encircled when
received order te move in next 2L hours, 2/502 Inf decided to attack with \
Ce B and Ca C. Thls action diglesed snemy force and drove the enemy nito Qe 4,

On 3 ﬂﬂa Co A M.q.g mtact with enemy forces nt T“QE-ESEES and ‘11286662?.
Gn‘ﬁ B and € econtinue "Reconde Cheekerboard in /0, Co C 2/327 was placed
under the OPCCN 2/502 located at FZ vic BQESS6LL. Flare ship was requested
and used night of 3 Dec to aid Airborne Infantry in destreying the enemy.

13
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10 December 1966

Recondo Platoon had contact at EQB70625 with estimated platonnm
3 Dee resultins in L NVA KT and assorted weapons and equipment captured,
Reconde Flateen then moved ta Tac Cp to cammence extractien, /11 units moved
te P2's,

On L Dec 2/502 & Co C 2/327 were extracted from the L0 by helicepters.,
8. RESULTS:
2. Friendly lLesses:

Us KI~ 6

US WIA 28
US MI.L ©

US CI.L ©

DO 1

b. EInemy Lesses:

VO/NVA KI' (RC) 83

VC/WUL KIL (Tst) @

VCC/WVLC L6

VCS (Detainees) 1

ialliers 0

Weapons & DLquip Captured: 1 shetpun, 8 US cart ines, 1 L5 cal
pistol, 3 flare cuns, 21 SKS, 2L 'K-L7, 1 "=16, 3 lMausers, § RPG~2 rocket
launcher, 9 AFD L7, 3 P6-26 LG, 2 5C-L3 7, (less barrel and carriaze),
1 30 cal MG ..=6, 1 60mm mortar, 2 B82mm mortars (less bipody, 1 B2mm mertar with
biped, 3 B2mm mertar baseplates, 2 75mm TR breach block, .l 102E (15W radie),
6 82mm si-hts, 1 A0nm mortar sirht, 1 gunners quadrant, 1 junctien ox, 1 leud
speaker, L 75%m 3R cleaning reds, 5 75mm RR ammo carriers, telephone, 5 leather
amm> carrying cases, 1 civilian radie, 1 bex TNT chicom type, 1 pack TNT, 2
«F US mines, 1 trip flare US, 1 deme tester, 1 claymore mine, 3 clhmere mine
triggers, S wire cutters, 2 screw drivers, 1 measurine tape “ncr, 60 blasting
caps, 1 detonating device chicem, arprox 186 /[K-L7 magazines, L marazines M-16
amme, 2 crescent wrenches, 3 miles cammo wire, 1 hair clippers, 2 iand drills,
17 mesquite nets chicam, l medtcal kits, 25 RPD ammo drums, 38 grenades, 8
82mm mortar rds, 2 50mm mortar rds s apprex 5PC0 rds assorted small arms ammo,
Sk packs, appréx 530 1ss corn, aphrox 6 tons-fice, approx 6 ft documents, rum-
erous assorted medical supplies, mmerous assorted clothing and cookinz equip~
ment, 9 RPG-2 rds, 1 flashlight, L ammo pouch, 3 canteens, 3 GBU bomblets, (de-
Streyed) 1 [P mine USI-L9 destroved, cleanine equipmrnt for 82mm mertar, 2
telephenes, 1 mepraphéne, 7 shovels, 2 aiming stakes, 1 82m mortar cleaming
red, 1 aid kit, 160 rds 'K-L7 amme, 1L ammo carrying cases for Tom RR, 2 Wun-
dles documents.

9. ADVINISTRTIVE MLTTERS:
8. lMedical: In analyzin- foet problems in the last two merrths, thera
1L
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