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T 54/ | DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
MRS, \DQUARTERS, oD BATTALION (AIREORNT) 502D INFANTRY
el - AP0 AAN FRANCIS(O, GALIFORNIA 5¢3LT
AVADC | 1 Arwil 1966

SUBJEOT:; After Acticn Report, Operation HARRTISON

T0: Commanding Gensral
1st Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
ATTN: AVAD=C
470 US Torees 95347

2+ Nama of cporagtion: HARRISM

b, Lates of opertion: Z6I0O0H Fab &6 = 24 2LCOH Mar €5

¢. location: PEU YEN Province, AW

d. Gcnt-rol! Hq: Hq 2/502d Infantry

e, Reporting Officer: HENRY E EMERSON, Lt Col, Commanding

| £, Miscellaneous: Operation HARRISONconsisted of six battalion size
operations and two operations smaller than battalion gize, all which are explain-
ed in lchronological order in paragraph 7 and listed in Inclosures 2 - 5, For
8 .city thls report is divided into phases, each phase initiated by a BEn OPORD.

3, TASK ORGAVIZATION: The task orgamisation varied for esch battalion
oparation and is listed on all operation orders which are includad as Inclosures
2=90

3, SUPFORTING FORCES:

a. Army air support was requested and utdlized daily. On mosh oo
iona requests for air support were made for immedlate needs and vhonges in the
tacticsal situation. At all times the air support was cutstanding with raguugts
honored immediztely and effectively. Pil:%s wers required to nagotlato small
and difficult Lis in the mountainows ter:oin oo umevous ocsasions all of wiich
they pecomplished with the highaut d=paes of professiinal competence and sldill,
During coeration HARRISON two (&, conplote battallon movas {one 2t nlpgbh) wid
five (5) separoie cempeny moves wers vocomplished in a timsly and Wohiy efiiom
ient manner, Wozthy of spacial note is th: increass in the quailiy ond quaatlity
of support renderad, Army Air has becoms mmch mre respensive vo the neadsiof
the Infantry and the support rendered during this perled ls tha licsst fomy
Aviation support this battalion has received in country.

P

b. Enginegar gupport was required on 2 cccasions to clear Lis i the
mountainous jungle nerrain, The enginesr squads performed In o gupasior macner
and consributed grem®ly to the sir movement operations of the baltallon,

. c. Mao alr was raquested and utilizsd on suvaral coounions. Onliyione
requdsh o joaplanped: the voainder wag lrmesiate, Tzo &ir waa completely
responsive to ths tactisel situation oid rendered ovlsbanding euppori.

4, Waval gunflre was utilizad in GE on sevaral occasions, Particvlar
effects of Waval gunfire could not be disrerned since 1t was ysually emplojyed
as pdart of the PSY OF3 campaign in gelected target arzas peripheral to the batt-
alion TAOR.

! 6. PSY OPS was employed on several occasions. leaflets were found
throdghout the area indieating good coverage. lbst loudspeskera broadcasts,
however, were considered ineffasctlve gince they could not be heard on the grouvnd.
Themss for PSY OPS were timsly and appropriate and were developed in econjurcticn
wlth: thig battalion operations.
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L, INTELLICRNCE: See Incicsure 1.
5., MISSION: See paragraph 7 and Inclosures 2 = 9.

f. CONCEFT OF OPERATION: See paragraph 7 and Inclosures 2 - § for the con~
cept of each Bn operation conducted. The concept of Bde operations was to conduet
offensive operations to the North and West of TUY HOA, commencing 261000H February
1566 (H-Hour, D-Day), to locate, fix snd dastroy VO forees, initially employing
2 Bns in sector with 1 Infantry Bn in rescrve,

Te EXECUTICH:
c. ™ OFORD 18-56¢ (Harrison, Phara I), See Inclosure Z.

(1} Mipsion: 2d Bn éﬂ.‘:m:l, £02d Inf eonduched Search and Decizoy
mersbisng conmencing 2307308 Feb 66 atdlising ons (1) rifle company %o olear
Y3 foreces 1o TAOR CANNCH .

{2) Concept of Operation: 2/502d conducted a Search and ens.oi:
operation Scuth of TUY HOA jointly with one (1) Company of the énd ROE Myiie
Brigade utilizing one (1) compauy (Go 5} fo clear aay snd all VO forees frocm arsa
CANNON, Three RECONDO patrols wers infiltrsted into arsa CANNON during the night
prior to the operation. The company (B Co; woved by truck to a Gismount polnt
the nizht prior to the operation to afford a mors rapld penetration into ares
CANNON for maximum wse of available’ time. Barly the following momming the Saavch
and Dastroy operstion and sweep commenced with B Co on the West and the Compuny
from 2nd ROK Marine Brigade on the East, Upon completion of the operation B Co
wag extracted by helicopter back to Bn base.

(3) Execution:. On 21 February 1966 2/502d received Brigads
FRAGORD LB-66 which assigned the misesion of clearing area CANNON of all VC forces
utilizing one (1) rifle company jointly with one (1) rifle company of the 2nd
ROK Marine Brigade, | Coordination with fnd ROK Marine Brigade was immediately
effected and Battalion OPORD 18-66 was published and distributed. At 221900H
February 1966 B Co departed Bn base viie GQ 206426 hy truck %o dismount point vic
0Q 220386, Upon arrival at the dismount point three (3) RECONDO patrols wero
deployed to infiltrate to Objectives 1, 2 and 3, vio CQ 165910, CQ 187387 and
0Q 220391 respectively, There was negetive enemy contact during the night. The
Bn (=) continued with assigned security missions, maintenance of equipment and
CMMI inspection at Bn base vie CQ 206426, Commencing 230600H Tebruary 1950, B
Co conducted Search and Destroy snd swesp to the South in arsa CANIION. &A%
231050H February 1966, B Co discovered and destroyed 1,200 pounds of riee vic
CQ 271322; results:| 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 14-%. sarbine capturved, Other VU wers
guspected to have escsped in g tunne) systaw near DA NI (2) wio CQ 250320, RGCA
and "MIGHTY MITEY wers ubilised in 4no tunucl wetwork and z bhoreugh ssarcli of
the ares revesled i W3 KIA {BO), 1 VG Wit (BO) and 3 wespons ceptured, B Go
RECONDO wabrois rexeliud in postion vie €5 186500, CQ 187583 and G 1220391,
There was negativs gnemy contact during the nighv. Commpicing 20L073CH February
1966, B Co again saje a thorough search snd sweep of villages near DA NI (1)
and PHU LAC vic CQ 271321 and CQ 280370 respectively with negalive encuy contact.
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At 2L1300H February 1966 B Co engaged 1 VC vie CQ 208318; resultsy 1 VC KIA (BC),
1 weapon and one box of ¥ baliber amminition captured, Commencing 2L1T15H
February 1966, B Co was extracted ny helicopter from LX Red vic CQ 282322 back
to Bn base vic 0Q 20£Li26, B Co closed Hn base effective 2618151 February 1966,

1 April 1966

i | Action Report, Operaticn HARRISON

b, Bn OFORD 19-66 (Harriscn, Phase IT), See Inclosurs 3.

(1) Mssion: 2d BEn (Abn) 5024 Inf conducted a heliborne assault
commencing 261000H February 1966 to seize and securs position WOLF, secure LZ for
2/320th Arty (=) and conduct RECONDO CHECKERBOARD operations in sector to locate,
#3y and destroy VC forces.

(2) Concept of Operation: 2,/502d conducted a hellborne assault Lo
seize snd securc position WOLF, in 3 phsses, During Phase I (D=1), ths RECONDO
Flatoon displaced to DONG IRE SF camp and initiated 3 RECONDD patrols in sector.
Turing Phase II (HwHour, D-Day), 2/502d conducted a haliborne assault in position
WOLF vie BQ 9060 to seize and secure LZ and with two companies, B and C selus
Objectives 1 and 2 respectively and sstablish Bn base, B and C 8o then initi:
RECONDO CHECKERBOARD operations with C Co to the West and B Co to the Southwesu
in sector. A Co, Bn reserve, secured LZ for 2/320th Arty (=)

(3) Executicny On 231200H February 1966, 2/502d Infantry received
Bde OPORD 50-66 (HARRISON) which assigned the misslon of eonducting a heliborne
assault cormencing H-Hour, D=Day to selze position WOLF; conduct Search and
Destroy operations to securs WOLF; select, scoure and report L for Ary Ba (-);
cstablish blocking positions on trails vic B B65595 and BQ 9405903 be prepared
to provide one company for heliborme assault on targets of opportunity with
emphasis in area vic BQ 965655 (trail junction); and protect Arty in sector.
Bde OPORD 50-66 (HARRISON), was implemented by Bn OPORD 19-66 (HARRISON). The
RECONDO Platoon deployed by air, utilizing 2 UHD helicoptlers, 6 sorties, from
TUY EOA SOUTH Airfield vie CQ 207L26 commencing 251300H Fabruary 1966 to position
FOX vie DONG TRE SF camp. Their mission was to conduct 3 RECONDO patrols vie
BQ 870632, BQ 896612 and BQ 910615, to report any and all enemy activity encount.
ered snd specifically o observe the Pn 1Z. Following the En landing the RECONDU
Platoen was to initiate RECONDO patrols to the East to link up with the 2/327th
vie BQ 927590 in accordance with Annex D, OPORD 19-66, The RECONDO patrols
departed position FOX at 251330H February 1966 and were in position at 260500H
February 1966 vie BQ 972622, B 902616 and BQ 910623, A radio-relay tzam from
the platoon remained at position FOX 1o insure continous commnication between
the RECONDO patrols and higher headquarters. This technique proved effective
and continous commnications wers maintained prior to the deployment of the In
to position WOLF. 4t this time the radioc-relay was no longer needed and there—
fore displaced from position FOX to WOLF: g 1ifts with 102 sorties of UH1D heli-
copters were utilized. Tac alr was not utilized to prepaie the LI due to weather
conditions but remained on cap. 2/320th (=) fired LZ prepavation 30 minutes
prior to the assault; T12 rounds were fired. Thers was negativa enemy contact
on the Li. Battalion closed new locaticn vie BQ 013601 effective 261255H T
February 1966. At this time position WOLF was secure and Brigade was informed.
Battalion RECONDO Platoon captured 1 VG cadre nurse (female) vie BQ 901616
at 2610L5E February 1966, Battalion CP located vie BQ 911608, & Co vie BQ 912601
B Co vie BQ 911601 and € Co vic BQ 911593. Commencing 2¢1€ H February 1966
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B and C Co initisted CHECKERBOLRD operations in sector and 2/220 Arty Bn (=)
began displacing from position FOX ut.lizing thrae CELT Chincoks. Arty fn (=)
cloged in position WOLF vic BQ 911602 effevtive 2616558 February 1966, Battalion
contiuned intensive patpolling and CHECHERBOARD opsratione in sector. Commencing
261800H February 1966, C Co infiltrated 3 RECONDO patrols to vic BQ 878615, DQ
850610 and BQ B68592; all patrols in position effective 262330H February 1966
with negative enemy contact. RECONDO patrol from C Co ambushed a VC squad vic
B) B7LE06 at 262070H February 1966; results: 1 VG KIA (BC), 1 VG WIA and 1 US
carbine captured. Commencing 2618005 ‘zbruary 1966, A Co infiltrated 2 RECONDO
fatrols to vic BQ 915629 and BQ 930615: both patrols in position sffective
ofnen7H February 1666 with negative enemy contact, Commsncing 261800 H Felruary
“3¢6 - Co infiltrated 3 RECONDO patrels to wvie BQ 9LLSSh, BQ 936532 and BQ 9Li50
a3l 3 in position effec'ive 250200H February 1966 with negative eremy contast.
% Co 1.monuered 1 smad sime carp aite vic BG 8BBS68 at 271L35H February 1966
conbuining 3 mts, 500 pounds rice and i hand grenadas; results: All were
et-yead. O Co Gldarmred 2,50 %one rfoo sache vie BQ AT1606 at 271335H Febyvnr
S . mlts: Conld not be evacuatac so it was destroyed, Battalion ¥TC0T
91 acoon eofacted link up with 24327th Infantry vie BQ 927590 at 273512 ¥ub
1944, CHEGKERBDARD ooeretions were continued through the afterncon and nlgh
with negative enemy contast. A Co and AT Platoon contdnued to secure Battalion
pase and C 2/320th Arty. Commencing 271900H February 1966, A Co deployed 2
RECONDO patrols to the Northsast of Zn base to vic BQ 915628 and BQ 982618,
Commencing 280800H February 1966, A4 Co dlsplaced to vie BQ 950631 to swsep
village vie BQ 9505U43 and link up with CIDG forces from DONG TRE SF camp; negabin
enemy contact. B and G Co continued CHECKERDBOARD operations to the West and
Souttwest of Battalion base to the limit of Artillery range. Commeneing 2805000
February 1966 both compatius were withdrawn over miltiple routes. At 280%10H
February 1966 a B Go RECONDO patrol (B-1) engaged 12 VG vle BQ 8755583 reslts:
1 VC KIA (BC), 1 Mauser rifle captured, remainder broke contact to Northeast,
At 2812308 February 1966 a B Co RECONDO patrol engaged 10 VC porters and 3 VO
guards with weapons vie BQ 8895193 results: 2 VO KIA {BC), 3 VC WIA (EST),
RECONDO Platoon had 1 squad remain at link up point vic BQ 927530 until 261000H
Pebrusry 1966, Commencing 281200H February 1966 RECONDO Platoon helilified to
TUY AN °vie CQ 212677 with mission of conducting RECONDO patrols, discoversd a
platoon size VG camp vic BQ 953613 with barracks, sleeping quarters and mess
hall; results: All were destroyed. CHECKERBOARD operations continued to include
additional RECONDO end Ambush patrols provided by the reserve company with
emphasis in the western portion of area WLIURE, vic position LION. RECCHDO
Platoon engaged an estimated 5 VC wic CQ 06970k at 010730H March 19663 remlts:
No casualties, Commending 010730H March 1966, A Co conducted a sweep from pos-
ition LION to link up with @JDG forces from DONG TRE SF camp wic 3Q 95763, At
0107LOH March 1966, RECONDO Pla toon engaged an unknown number of VG vic (Q 056715
results: 2 VC KIA (BC)., Battalion was alerted for possible deployment by air
to vic CQ 0672, Battalion TRAGORD 21-66 (Harrison, Phase III) was published and
distributed 201800H February 1§50,

¢. Battalion JRASUD 2106 (Harrison, Phase ITI): See Inclosura hia

(1) Mission: 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Infantry conducted a heliborne assault
commencing 011200E March 1966 to seize and secure LZ vie 0Q 0672, conduct Search
and Destroy operation to the Sout and Weet to destroy VC forces and installations
in zone and effect link up with 2/327th Infantry.

2} Moneast of Operation: 2/502d Infantry conducted a heliuomne asgan’
#rom pousent T ocation vie BQ 915628, B o caized objective 1, C Co salzed cbject
ive 2. Upon initial seirzire of L%, A Co assumed mission as battalion resseve
and on order sscured ohjective 3 and provided security for battalion (=) and CP
=% that looation. Co C cleared the Railroad tunnel vic CQ 0671 and jointly with
B Oo conducted Search snd Destroy operations along miltiple parallel exis to the
South and Southwest to effect link up with 2/327th Infantry. A Co followed by
bounds.

(3) [Lxecution: Commencing 011200H March 1966, battalion conducted
heliborne sssault to seize and secure position SNAKE vie CQ 06572L. 113 sorties
of UH1D helicopters were utilised in § lifts. The lst 11ft touched down vic
£q 06572l at 011205H March 1966 and all 1ifts were complete at 011645H March 1966;
negative eneny contact on LZ. One UHID helicopter crashed and burned on LZ vie
Cq 0657243 rinor injuries sustained, 3 M-16 rifles destroyed. The alternate

il
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LZ, vic CQ 068715 was usilized for tha 5% 1ift., A Co secured Objective 3 viec
CQ 061722 (LZ), B Co moved to and secursd Objsctive 1 vic CQ 050725 and C Co moved
to and sscured Objective 2 vic CJ 011745, Battalion CP closed batfalion. base
vie 0§ 061722 at 011LOOH March 1966. Cbjective 1 was secured at 1519H, Objective
2 at 1TLSH and Objective 3 at 1LOOH. CHECKERBOARD operations were initiated
immedistely to includs Search and Destroy opsrations in sector. A Co provided
security £+ battslion base, wic 00 061722, sssumad miesion of battallon reserve
and conducied KECONDD and ambugh patrols vic battallon base., B Co initlated
EECONDO patrolling ia sector immediately and commencing 011615H March 1966 init-
iated a Searsh and Destroy operations to tle South of position SHAKE, At O11811H
March 1966, € Co also ini%lated a Search and Destroy operation to the South of
position SWARE. B Co was on the West =nd C Co was Lash of B Co, At 0LIELEE March
1965, G Co engaged unknown mumber of VO vic 0Q oli9690; results: 2 VO KIA (BXY, P
o0 avacuated., HECONIZO Platoon engaged approximately 7 VC at O119LOH Marzh 1060
vis 00 068731; rervlbar 3 VO KIA (E07). A% %he end of the day, A Co wag looab-
4 “abtalion base vie Cf 041728, B & vie € 030697 sad C Co vie CQ oL5ad6,
March 1985, B Co received fire from vie CQ 0267033 negative resuliz.
L 7o enwaged unknowa number VG vie CQ 073723 at 02100H March 1965; resulis:
2 frimdly WIA. At 07150CH March 1965 € To fogaged epproxtivaiely 8 VO wi- ¢
03467l resalts: 1 VO EIA (BC) and 7 VGZ. At 02153CH March 1966, © 0o muic
econtact with unknown number VG vie 0Q 057677 and returned fire; resulta unlioo.
Link up with 2/327th Infantry was effected by B Co at 021602H March 1966 viou
CQ 0LL6LG and CQ 029669 and by C Co at 021615H March 1966 vie CQ 055677, A
total of § VCS were apprehended during tha day and evacuated o brigeds. 3 Co
RECONDO patrol recudved automatic wespons ftee from vic CQ 030969 ab OZ1826d
March 1966. Fire was returned; results unknown, CHECKERBOARD opsratlcn con-
tinued. At OZ0TOOH March 1966, B Co platoon engaged 1 VC squad vic CQ 013695
results unknown, RECONDO Platoon discovered 2 VC KIA (BC) by Arty ‘vie CQ 018677
at 0216150 March 1966

Battalion Operation Order 22-66 ( Harrison FPhase IV) was pablichod and dis-
tributed 021800H March 1966.

d, Battalion Operation Order 22-66 (Harrison Phase IV): See Inclosurs 5.

(1) Mission: Second Battalion (Airborme), 502d Infantry conducted HE-
CONDO CHECKERBOARD operations commencing 021900H lMarch 1965 in TAOR TIRE to find,
fix and destroy VC forces and installations in TAOR,

(2) Concept of Operation: Second Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry,
conducted RECONDO CHECKERBOARD operations commencing 021900H March 1964 in TAOR
TIRE employing A Company and B Company CHECKERDOARDING from the East to West in
sector, RECONDO Platoon, with operational coordination of CIDG force, CHECKER-
TOARDED from Wast to East in sector, estoblishing blocking pesitions in sectors
of A Compeny and B Company's advancs, Al infit4rating to be zonducted with the
mission of obscrving snv and all enemy acilvity and nppressively engaping targets .
of opportunity with cuwphasis on killicg cr eapturing 70 porsonnel and/or weopons,
Company C remainsd Battalion reseyve and prepared for deploymnt by sir or foot
in support of Batiallen operation.

(3) Execution: Commencing 0219008 March 1966 CHECKEREOARD cperations
were initliated by A ind B Company to the West in sector, There was negative en-
emy contact during the nizht, ZEnroute to Battalion base, O Company engared 3 VO
vic CQ OSO71S at 030830H March 1966; results: 1 VC WIA (EST), 1 US carbins cap-
tured, C Company closed Battslion base at 03L100H March 1966, A Company was
relieved ag Battalion reserve at 031200H March 1966 and initiated CHECKERBOARD
operations to the West from A Company base vicinity €Q 062723, B Company sightec
1% VC with weapons vicinity O 017708 at 031255H March 1966; Artillery adjusted
results apknowl, HECONDO Platoon denloyed to DONG TER SF carp commencing G31300F
March 1966 to conduct joint squad and platoon size operations with CIDG forces.
At 031350H March 1956, B Company patrol received sutomatic weapcns fire from vic-
inity 0Q 008L92, returmed fire and adjusted artillery fire; results unknown, -
nother B Company patrol engaged unknown number VG vicinity CQ 0026722 at 0315L5H
March 19663 results unknown, CHSCKERBOARD operations continued through the night
with negative enemy contact. At 0L1015H March 1966, A Company engszed approx-
imately 20 VC Vieinity BQ 99573h; results: 2 VC KIA (EST). At OL1015H March 1967
3 Company sighted approximately 2l VO vieinity BQ 995680, artillery adjusted;
results unimown, There was negative enemy contact the rest of the day and night
an A Company platoon ambushed 3 VG vieinity CQ 003766 at 050200H March 1956;

Y
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4 (BC), A and B Company continued CHECKERBOARD operations and

C Company remained Battalion reserve, RECONDO Flatoon contimued joint cperations
with CIDG forces vicinity DONG TRE SF camp, B Company engaged 9 VC at 050805H
March 1966 vicinity BQ 989696; results: 1 VO KIA (BC)., At 051000E March 1966

A Company captured 3 VC's with military equipment vie CQ ooL7h2. Battalion was
alerted to move by air from its present location vicinity CQ 061722 to TUY HOA
SOUTH Adrfield and assume mission of Brigade reserve, Battalion Operation Order
23-66 (Harrison Phase V) was published and distributed 051900H March 1966,

e. Battalion OPORD 23-66 (Harrison Phase V): See Eaclosure 6.

(1) Mission: 2d Bn (Abn), 502d Infantry returned by helicopters
from vie CQ 061722 to TUY HOA SOUTH Airfield commencing 0S0BOOH March 1966 and
assumad mission of Brigade ressrve.

(2) Conecept of Operation: 2/502d was extracted by helicopters from
~asent location vie 0Q 061722 to TUY HOA SOUTH lirfield, Order of extraction
was C Co, B Uo, A& Co, and HHC,

(3) Execution: Commencing 060800H March 1966 battallon was bulilifte.
from present positions vic CQ 061722 to Battalion Trains located TUY HOA SOUTH
Arfield. A Co was lifted from LZ vic CQ 0047LS, B Co from LZ vic BQ 99468L, CGo C
and Battalion (-) from LZ vic CQ 061722 and RECONDO Platoon from DONG TRE SF
camp. Battalion closed at TUY HOA SOUTH vie CQ 207h28 a% 0614058 March 1956,

There were 103 sorties of UHLD helocopters utilized, At this time battalion assumed
mission as brigade reserve with 1 Company on 1 hour alert and Battsglion () on &
hour alert for possidle deployment in support of Brigade operations. Only local
security was established and maximum effort was placed on maintenance of weapons
and equipmant and perscnal hygiene.

£. OPORD 2lLi-66, FRAGORD 25-66 (Harrison, Fhase VI}: See Inclosure 7.

(1) Mission: 2/502d continued mission of Brigade and IFV Reserve;
pacured artillery in sres COBRA; and protected TUY HOA NORTH Airfield.

(2) OConcept of Operation: 2/502d secured artillery in sector
employing Co A in area COBRA. Oo A conducied RECONDO CHECKERBOARD to the North
and West. On 10 March 1966, Co A conducted a two platoon Search 'and Destroy
operation vie CQ 1462 to confirm a deny report enemy presence in that ares, Add-
itionally, Co B provided one platoon daily to protect Engineers working on Inter-
provineial Route.

(3) Bxecution: A, 2/502d with AT platoon attached conducted mtor
roverent effactive 090700H March 1966 to wic COQ 13525 and relieved A Troop, 17th
Cavalry of the mission of securing artillery. Helay was completed at 0B00 hours
and Co A dispatched two RECONDO patrols 091915H March 19663 one (squad size} to
vic BQ 099525, the second to vic 0Q 100515. These RECONDOS remained in desimated
rositions, A third squad size RECONDO patrol infiltrated along a route to vie CQ
1525L6 and returned to the company base at 100515H March 1966, Commencing 1008LOH
March 1966, Co 4, 2/502d (-) consisting of two rifle platoons conducted a Search
and Destroy operation in the vieinity of TAN AN (1), €Q 1563. 0Oo 4 (-) received
sniper fire from an unknown number of VC at 1022 hours vic CQ 1453622: Results two
US WIA. At 1427 hours A Co (~) found a bloody pistol belt with three hand grenades
at CQ 152643: Hesults 1 VC KIA (EST). There were no further conbacts and Co A
closed into Company base approximately 1730 hours. Alsc on 10 March 1966, Co B,
2/802d provided one platoon as security for Engineers working on Route 7; negative
enemy contact. On 10 March 1966, Co A, 2/5024 infiltrated two night RECONDO
patrols to vic BY 09353l and BEQ 094519 plus an additional moving patrol which
sereansd to the Northeast and returned to the company base at daybreak, A1l patrols
had negative enemy contact. Co A, 2/502d condaucted 3 RECONDO patrols vic area COBRA.
Two patrols infiltrated from positions at BQ 090535 and BQ 094525 to the company
base at 0Q 135525. At 111950H March 1966 one RECONDO patrol engaged L VC at GQ
108533 killing 2 VG, wounding one VC and capturing one SMi. One RECONDO patrol
infiltrated from the company base vieinity CQ 5LOSLE and returned 120630H with
negative enemy contact. A Co was relieved of Artillery security mission by Troop
A, 17th Cabalry at 1200 hours and returned to battalion base at 1435 hours, 12
March 1966. AT Platoon reverted o battalion contrel at 1L35 hours.
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«—/ Mission: 2/902d Infantry was to conduct a Search and Destroy
operation commencing 130L0O0H March 1966 4o exploit ARCLIGHT and find, fix and
destroy VG forces and installations in the area,

(2) Concept of Operation: This cperation was conducted in four
phases. In Phase I the RECONDO platoon deployed by helicopter at 1206LOH
March 1966 to screen the area of operations, secure the battalion LZ, and to
provide terminal guidance for helicopter deployment of the battalion, In Phase
II the battalion deployed by helicopter commencing 130100H March 1966 to LZ Red
and deployed on foot to the LD, PL BLAST., During Phase 1II, Search and Destroy
operations began employing Company A on the Bastern axis CLUB and Company B on
the Western axis HEART, Co C was battalion reserve and followed Company A by
bounds. In Phase IV the 2/502d completed searching of sector, seized objectives
1 and 2 and initiated the RECONDO CHEGKERBOARD patrol plan,

(3) Execution: On D-1, 1206L0H March 1966 the RECONDO element of
2/502d helilifted from the bathalion base, TUY HOA SOUTH Adrfield to LZ White,
Their mission was to secure the battalion LZ and provide terminal guldance fnx
Bu 107 orr doployment of the battalion., The RECONDO elements deployed to:
RBOONDO (=) BQ 926318; RECONDO A BQ 928308; RECONDO B BQ 952292: they sighted
a total of 10 VC in small groups. At 130100H March 1966 the first 1ift of 2/507
left the battalion base and landed on LZ Red BQ 936335, by 0290 hours the 14f%
into LZ Red was completed with negative enemy contact, A Co end B Co moved
forward to reach the line of departure to exploit the ARCLIGHT strike of 0L0O
hours; C Co was in battalion reserve, At 03L5 hours A Co started to move toward
PL BLAST (the line of dsparture) and at 0L10 hours B Co moved toward PL BLAST.
By 0626 hours B Co had crossed PL BOOM and A Co crossed at 0720 hours, both
having negative contact, Co C and battalion CF started moving forward at O7L3
hours, A% 0900 hours, B Co discovered 8 mts and clothing vic BQ 925293; all
wers destroyed. They also found a small training carp in this area with 3 BAR
magazings, 100 rounds of 7,92 ammnition, 2 carbine ma azines, cne manual on A4
weapon (believed to be Russian), 22 shirts, § packs, ’Fg rounds of 7,62MM AK-L7
ammmnition and 100 pounds of MT, A Co secured cbjective 1 by 1610 hours and B Cc
secured objective 2 at 17L8 hours; the battalion CP displaced to BQ 942292,
Three (3) RECONDO elements were sent out to the following locations: RECONDO
B BQ 90826L; B-2 BQ 926250; C Bq 938277, At 0515 hours, 1l March 1966, 1 VC
walked into A Co perimeter; he was captured without incident and found in his
possion were LEE and 2 hand grenades. The VOS had no weapon in Mis possession
and seemad to be under tha influence of 3 drug. By 1230 hours both & and B Co
had closed in around the battalion CP and were preparing for a heli-mobile
assault to exploit another ARCLIGHT,

1 h, Battalion OPORD 27-66 and FRACORD 28<66 (Harrison, Phase VIII) :
See Inclosurs 9.

(1) Mission: 2/502d Infantry conducted a heliborne assault on area
FOX commencing 150800H March 1966 and initiated Search and Destroy operations
to exploit ARCLIGHT and find, fix and destroy VG forces and installations in
sector.
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NN ;_')'L | ‘oncept of Operation: This operation was conducted in four
4uthority lf_»J |se I the battalion conducted a heliborne assault to LZ 1, Phase
' mediately with companies B and C seiging objectives } and 3 resp-
ectively, and seizing objectives 1 and 2 respectively with one platoon sach in
order to exploit ARCLIGHT, A Co remained as reserve, securing the battalion CP
and 2" mortaras, In Phase III the battalion initiated RECONDO CHECKERBOARD
operations in withdrawing from area HEIFER, Phase IV was the initiation of a
miltiple axis Search and Destroy operation employing sll three rifls companies,

(3) Execution: On 15 March 1966 at 0755 hours the lst 1ift got off
consisting of O Co and landed at 0808 hours with no enemy contact. The battalion
was 90 per cent on the ground in LZ FCX by 0920 hours, B and C Co began moving on
axis ROPE. The battalion CP was located at CQ 088263, A Go CQ 088263, B Co CQ
090252 and & Co 0Q 092289. Nine armed VC were sighted at CQ 099289 at 1150 hours
and a EROONLO forece was sent in to check them out, C Co found 12 huts at CQ 0927
large enough for 20 to 30 persormel. They had not been used in quite some time,
e units stopped at 1800 hours and sent out RECONDO elemsnts forward, On 16

ek T and C Co's continued to move 3‘outh, they had nsgative contact. 17 March
. JE7 <ha RECONDO element killed one VC at CQ 109283. The VC had no weapon, but
v @ have some documents. At 1455 hours, the RECONDO element spotted 3 VG with
wispone, 7 137283, artillery and air was called in on the loecation. At 1845
ours the units were located at the following coordinates: C© Co Cq 11222; D Co
CQ 135223; A Co CQ 086263; ALC CQ 067265, At 2052 hours 3 sndpers fired into
A Co's CP. Thers were no US casualties, On 17 March 1966 at 1145 hours the
RECONDO Platoon found 7 tons of rice at CQ 102277, 250 rice bags were requested
to extract the rice, 4 Co at CQ 11427l found small VC camp capable of handling
30-40 personnel. One M-16 rifle and magazine, 150 rounds of linked 30 caliber
ammnition, 3 used LAWS, papers 2 blocks explosives, six SOMM Mortar rounds, 1
Grease Gun with magazines and two 30 round magazines with unlmown type ammnition.
At 1hbs hours © 2/502d killed 1 VC, CQ 128293, The VC had 2 hand grenades and
no weapon. A cache found by a RECONDO, vic OQ 12627l had 5,000 rounds of 7.92
ammunition, 6 MAL AT mines, 1 MIE 2l M3, 3 MAS 36 and 150 pounds of nitrostarch.
RECONDO platoon located 300 bushels of rice COQ 1162LL, Beveral other rice caches
were found in the area, total of 35 tons were extracted, B and C Co's continued
moving vie of CQ 1423, both on a separate axis, At 191050H March 1966, B Go
had one WIA due to mine. G Co and B Co moved into South end of the valley to
sweep down the following day. On 200825H March 1966 A Co started moving on axis
RED, according to FRAGORD 28-66. At 1345 hours vic €Q 157267 B Co saw 15 VG, the;
were engaged resulting in 2 VG KIA (BC) and 2 VC WIA (BST). A Co captured 1%
705 at 1030 hours, CQ 096285, A RECONDO patrol found 2 large sheds of rice,
regional forees plus 30 refugees are being used to bag and move rice to an LZ.
AT 1125 hours G Co made contact with an estimated VC squad. An element was sent
to flank the VC. Co C had difficulty moving, Tac air and Armed helicopters were
called in. Chemical missicn was put on standby. By 1700 hours the casualties
were 2 KIA and 8 WIA, B Co was moved behind € Co and A Co was moved to try and
get above the VC, As of 2130 hours the friendly casuslties were: L KIA and 12
WIA, On 21 March 1966 at 0650 hours 2/502d crossed the LD in pursuit of enemy
forces., & Co 2/327 closed with 2/502 to replace committed reserve, The loeaticns
of the companies at 1032 hours were: A Co CQ 1252643 B Co CQ 13L267; C Go OO
132278, C Co iad been hoiili’ied forward to try and establish contact with the
retreating enemy. 4 camp site was found by A Co vie CQ 12526k, capsble of hand-
ling 25-30 personnel., Viec CQ 126267 A Co RECONDO engaged 2 VC, captured 3 AR

B
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rines, 30 caliber ammmnition and 3 packs. On 22 Yarch
rigggoih?ii;;azzsmi;az,fsozé sere located: A Co CQ 128268; B Co CQ 1#5283:tc
Co Cf 1402853 provisional company location CQ 115225 and A 2/327 located at}-.
£ 123206,  Br 0903 hours the first slement of C Co landed at CQ 1052?.8 H‘ii
negative contact and also the RWCONTO Platoon was 1ifted into the LZ." By 1015
nours, B Co found 10 fresh graves CQ 197292, all over 20 vears of age, killed
b shrapnel and gun weunds. Petwean 1600 and 1700 hours., 2/7%27th had received
owIA and 6VWIA Trom wines vie C0 125282, They are relleved of migsion to extract
wounded. On 23 and 24 Mirch all companies contimued RECONDO CHRCKERBOARD
operations in the ares with negative enemy contact except for an A Co contact
at 201000, when they éngaged LVC at CQ 147241, resulting in the capture of I
hard gremades, 4 mcks, ani miscellanecus LRE,

B, Results: 2610008 February 1966 - 242L00H March 19662

Frierdly Casualties Bnemy casualiles
FIn: 6 VC KIA EC%: 39
WIA: 29 Vo wIA (BC): 8
MIA: O VC KBA (PROB): 2
Yo.orA: i
VC KIA EEST}: i
vC WIA (BST): 6
Buipment:

a, USweapons: 12

b. Toreign weapons: 12

e. 36 hand grenades, 153 pounds
of demolition, mumercus documents,
1BE, uwniforms and medicsl suprlies.

9. Administrative Matters:

2., Supply: Due to the limitations imposed by the dense Jungle and
rugzed mountal nous terrain ssveral resupply missions wers accorplished by free
drop of supplies. The A-21 (door bundle) container was used to contain and
protect the supp’ies dropred. Trlals will be made using & poncho parachute te
lessen the impact shock of the 4-21 container., Idditional trials are planned
to perfect an expendable 1,000 pound carge sling for free drop supply wissions,

b. Mintenance: No major equipment maintenance problems were
encountered, Periodle preventative maintemence was preformed on all equimment.

: ¢. Medical Evacuation and Hospitalization: On 1 April 1966 Company
C, 2/502 sucessfully extracted a sericus non-battle casualty using the US Air
Force rescue helicopter H-li3 PHUSKY™ which has a winch operated extraction

cable, emabling it to extract persommel from areas lacking a suitabls Landing
Zone,

d. Commmications: The Admin/loc commnications net was satisfactory
during Cperation HARRISCH.

10, Special Bjuirment ard Techniques:

a. Mr rmovement teams were formed in each companv which greatly
aided in the smooth functioning of air movement operstioms, The air movement

teams were espaclally effective when the company wae isclated and required to
perform an air movement opersatlon on its owm.

b. FEnginemrs, with tool kits and explosives, were utilized to supervise
construction of landing Zones. Their technie2l knowlede~, combined with Infantrv
manpoter, produced exceptional results in a short peried of time.

11. Covmanders Aralysis:

a, Problem: D=eds of heroism and gallantry in action mist be recegnizes
immediatelv, TTS personnal now, and "EROS persomnal in the near future, will
depart this area and srrive in CONUZ with little tangible evidence of their
accomplishments, There 1s too grest a time lag between submission of
recommendations for awards and their actual presentation.

==
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1, 261040F Feb 66, 1 VC cadre nurse captured at BQ 901616,

2, 2620701 Feb & 3 RECONDO patrol ambushed 2 VC at R 71606, 1 VC
vIA (RC) and 1 VC WIA

3. 270910H Feb 66, Bl nmervDo ratrel engaged 12 VC at BQ %'?5553. 1 v ¥IA
(s0).

L, 271230H Feb A4, F3A MICOND® patrol enpaged 10 ¥C vorters and 3 VC guards
at B0 B89S19, 2 VC KIA (BC) amd 3 WIA (msT).

- - 5. 010500H Mar 64, RTCOMDO Platoon engeged 5 VC at CQ peA7is, 2 Vo KIA (RC).
&. O01181BH Mar 86, C Co ¥illed 2 VC (BC) =nd capbured 2 VC at CQ 049600,
m. 0119417 Wy 66, RECONDO Flatoon engaged 7 VC at CQ 068731, 3 VC ¥IA (EsT).
8. 0207h0OH Var 66, 3B TPCONDO m trol engoged 2 V2 at CQ 014618, 1 VC capturs
9, 0212451 My 66, A Co TTCONDN patrol eneecuntered 3 VC at CQ 073723,

10. 021910 Mar 66, 37 RECTWDN matrol remerted 15VC at €7 015675. Artillery
was called, 2 VC ¥IA (BC).

(mn. 0307450 Yar 66, 3B RFCANDO patrol engagss 2 VC at CQ 007665, 1 VC ¥IA

12, 0308307 Yar €6, © fo reported 1 77 WTA /7ST at ~ 050715.
13, 0312559 var 6, B Co reports snotting 15 VC at €N 017708,

14, 0310UER ar A4, Bl element engages unmmm mrber of VC at €Q 002672,
1 m ¥IA (UST).

15. OBO7U?PH Mar 66 Bl element captured 1 VC at ~Q 001672,
16. OLO91SH Mar AA, A Cr engaped 20 VC at BQ 995734, 2 VC Y¥IA (WST).
17. OB1015H Mar 66, TECANDO Tatoon received fire from 2 VC at BN 968654,

1R, 0113159 Mar 65, K Cn rennrts 5 VO at CQ 0277044, Artillery roguested.
2 v XA {®sT).

19. 0416158 Mar 66, B Co spotted 20-2h VC at BQ 995680,

20, 050200H Mar 66, 1A ambushed 3 VC at Cq 003766, 1 VC FIA (BC).
21, N50510H Mar %6, C Co (=) received fire from 2.3 VC at €Q 069741,
22. 050805H Mar A6, 2R enzaged § VC at BQ 98R696. 1 VC KIA (FC).
23. O051000H Mar 66, A fo captured 3 VCS at €Q 004742,

24, 06aweuF Mar 66, A Co captured 4 VCS at C7Q 004747,

25, 1014278 Mar €6, A Co foun a bloody pistel halt witl
1 v FIA (BST). a FAREE: h 3 grenades on it,

26, 111950H Mar A6, A TRCPNDN patrol fr Ci a
s ok (mg g "-JIA ity 1 em A Co engage’ U ¥ 2t CQ 108533,

27¢ 17=-auH M 66, TCTWDC Flatoon enmages 1 VC at ™0 1092R3,

28. 17wmmall Yar €8, TUCADA Flatoon engages 13 VC at C1 117263,

29. 1R._._F Mer A4, RTCONDN Flatnon engapes 1 Ve, 1 Vo FIL (T0),
K §

L onsqim
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30. 1B1L3N Mar €4, TECONDO Flatoon kAlld 1 VC (RC) at €q 128293,

31, 18{650H Mer &5, ¢ Co diseovared 1 male bodv, draft age and captured
2 oS at € 114278,

92, 191330 Mar 66, A Co fired of 2 VC't-CQ 1152790 1 Ve VTA (WST).
93, 201030H Mar 66, A Co eantured 19 VCS %k CQ 0962R5,

94, 2012300 Mar A6, P Co sngapes mstimated 15 VC at CQ 157267, 2 VC K¥TA
(7C) and 2 7C ¥IA (VST).

- 35, 201420F Mar 46, C Co engawas estimated R.10 VC at Cn 19R2A%,

36. 2115007 Mar 66, B Co eneages 3 VC at Cn 140268, 1 VC WIA captured,
T Co diascoversdVC hosrltal at same loestlion and eantured 3 VC WIA,

7. 2119457 ¥ar FE, A Co engares 2 VC at Cp 128267,
38, 2209000 Mw £6, A Co enpages B.5 VC at CQ 174267, 1 VC ¥I4 (NC).
39, 2213537 Var 66,-A Co eaptured 1 female VC at €7 12262, (Woman later D).

40, 2212807 Mar 66, B Co found 10 shallow graves at Cq 137292, Graves
contained bodies of 10, all male, over 21 years of age ¥IA,

I, 22ae-aF Mr A4, B Co capbured § VC WIA at CQ 137268,
42, 241400 var 66, 24 contacted U V7 at C- 147241,

43, 2510851 Mar 66, TTCHDO Flatoon cantursd 3 VS at Cq 14 210,

whule



