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1. (U) Name of Operation: Operation HAWTHORNE, i
" 2. (U) Dates of Operation: 2 June thru 20 June 1966
3. (U) lscation: KONTUM Province. - '

i

L. (U)' Command Headquarters: 1st Brigade, 10ist Airborne Division.

" 5. (U) Reporting Officer? Brigadier General Willard Pearson, Commanding
General, lst'Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. SEalilizat : :

6. (€)' Task Organization:

a, The task organiZation of the Brigade at the initiation &7 Operation
HAVTHORNE is shown below. This organization remained relatively unchanged 5
throughout the operation, with the following exceptions: (1) 1/5 Cav and A" /8
Cav came under the operational control of the 1st Brigade on 10 and 8 June 1966
raspectively and (2) GVN military and paramilitary forces were attached or under
operational coordination with the 18t Brigade during various phases of the "
operation. The GVN units are listed beldw in paragraph 6b. ’ :
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b, _During Operation HAWTHCRNE, the 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN) ahd 21st
Renger Bn (ARVN) were integrated as mancuver elements with tho 15t Brigade
through mital coordination between the Commanding Cenersl, st Brigade, 101st
Airborne Division and the 2uth Special Tactical Zone (ARVN), Through ad-
ditional coordination the operation of nine CIDG companies and one RF company
were integreted into the Brigade's schems of maneuver. Thess ARVN units served
as mancuver elements, protected radio relay sites; provided convoy security,
protected artillery batteries and Brigade base ‘camp, and screened flanks of at-
tacking units. In addition, ten (10) Apache Patrols provided information from
long range patrols conducted in the TAOR. - = '

¢. TF 2/527 Inf remained detached from the lst ﬁrigade and was at-
tached to the lst Cav Div (Airmobile) in TUY HOA on Operation NATHAN HALE.

7- (c) .SugErtgg Forces: B
a. 2/320 Arty: BEmployed in a direct support role,

b. B 1/30 (OPCON): Provided general support (reinforcing) fires during
the operation,

. 10th Ammy Aviation Battalion: Provided helicopters for airmobile
‘assaults throughout the operation,’ In‘addition, the unit flew daily resupply
missions and provided armed helicopter suvport for the operation. }

d. 147th Avn Co provided general support with five CH-47 helicopters.
‘e, < 219th Avn Co provided direct support with five O-1 aircraft.
f. 5th ﬁ;r'ME'Squam provided airlift support for Psy War O s.

8. 245th Psy Ops.Cd provided one loudspeaker team and one leaflet
dissemination team in direct support. : 2

h. 7th USAF: Flew 306 Tactic/1 Air missions for 463 sorties. The
results of the above missions include 16 VC KBi (BC), 36 VC KBA (Est), 29

structures destroyed, 10 stricturcs demaged, 8 automatic weapons sites destroyed,
11 bunkers destroyed, and 4. secondary explosions,

5 Strata_.sic.éir_cm, USAF: Flew two B-52 missions for 36 sorties
E;_n st::'pport of the operation. These missions resulted in 22 KBA (BC) and 200 KBA
Est).

J. 498th Medical Detachment (Airmobile): Provided continuous medical
svacuation for the Brigade throughout the operation,

8. (U) . Intelligence: Seec Inclosure 2, Intelligence,

9. (U) Mission: Headguarters, I Field Force Vietnam directed the lst
Brigade, 101st Airborme Division condict search and destroy opesrations in the
vicinity of DiK TO, TOU MORONG, TiK CANH and assist in the withdrawal of the
TOU MORCKG Hegional Force outpost.

10. (U) Concept of Operations: Operation HAWTHORNE was conducted in #mo
phases. Sec Inclosure 3, LA end LB, Operations Overlays.

a. Phase I (2 June - 6 June 1966): ‘ihis phase consisted on a three-
oronged converging attack by the 1/327 Inf, the 21st Ranger Bn (ARVN) and the
1/42 Inf Ragtr%ﬁ.]w!l) to relieve the buseiged Regional Force cutpost at TOU MORCHG,
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b, Phase IT (6 June - 20 June 1966): This phase consisted of a dovbls
envelopment of the enemy located in the ridges northeast of TOU MORONG by the
1/327 Inf and 2/502 Inf, Subsequently, the 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN), B 2/327 Inf
and 1/5 Cav were inserted in an attemptto encircle the enemy, then identified
as the 24th NVA Regt. A massive B-52 strike was then delivered on 13 June 1966,
Following the B-52 strike, an exploitation by airmobile and ground attack was
launched, and search-and destroy operations were conducted through 20 June.

1. {6) Toicetion:

a, The Brigade (=) began deployment from the CHEO REQ area by C-130 \
aircraft on 29 May 1966 and closed into DAK TO on 3 June 1966, A total of 201
sorties were utilized: On 2 June 1966, the 2/502 Inf displaced from PLEIKU
DAK TO by CV-2 aircraft and convoy. :

b. Phase I: On 2 June 1966, the 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN) began an at:ﬂck
north along Highway 14 toward TOU MORONG and encountered an enemy force of an’
estimated company size, On 3 June 1966, the 1/327 Inf and 21st Ranger Bn (ARVMN)
conducted airmobile assaults and swept to the scuth. This thres-pronged con- 3
verging attack was executed to relieve the beseiged Regional Forces cutpost at
TOU MORONG. To insure the uninterrupted advance of the 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN) after
it was attacked on 2 June and to provide artillery support for the 1/327 Inf, ¢
105 mm howitzer battery and a rifle company were lifted by helicopter ahead of
the 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN) alomg the ARVN Battalion's axis of advance, This force
became lightly engaged on the evening of 3 and 4 June having landed just to the
rear of the force in contact with the 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN). On 5 June 196(, ghe
three batialions converged on TOU ‘MORONG with the 1/327 Inf securing the terrain
northeast of the TOU MORONG outpost and the 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN) and 21st er
Battalion (ARVN) linking up and effecting relief of the garrison. yithort
further incident, the TOU MORCHG garrison was withdrawn and returned mid-afte
noon of 6 June 1966 to the vicinity of DAK TO along the 1/42 Inf Regi (ARVN)
and the 21st Ranger Battalion (ARWN), The 1/327 Inf remained at TOU MORONG apd
the supporting 105mm howitzer battery and the rifle company as security remaip
in the vdlley four kilometers to the west of TOU MORONG.

)

; c. Phase II: The evening of 6 June 1966, the 1/327 Inf made light
contact with the enemy, and early the morning of 7 June 1966 the artillery :
battery and defending rifle company werc hedvily attacked with mortar fire, \
grenades, and a close-in assault by NVA forces. The fight lasted until 0845 N
hours when the NVA force withdrew suffering heevy casualties. On 7 June 1966,
the 1/327 Inf attacked north in two columns and met strong resistance. At this
time, the 2/502 Inf wis reléased as I FFORCEV reserve and immediately deployed
in an airmobile assault to envelop the enemy's northern flank. From 7 through
10 June 1966, heavy contact was made with the enemy almost continuously as the
1/327 Inf and 2/502 Inf sought to dislodge the NVA forces from entrenched position
in the derse bamboo jungle. Ome rifle company was reieased from the 2/327 Inf
at TUY HOA and was inserted into the noriheast guadrant to seal off enemy escape
routes. The 1/5 Cav wes also made available to the Commandir-~ “eneral, 1st
Brigade on 10 June 1966 and together with one -CIDG company tc... up positions along
the northeast and east which appeared to be the énsmy's most likely exfiltration
route., The 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN) was made available by the 24th Tactical Zone

. Commander and helilifted into the arca to join the fight. Pressure was brought

to bear on the enemy on all sides. As the sigze, intent and location of the enemy
force tecame clear, a decision was madg . to reguest a B-32 strike on the fixed
enemy. The strike was requested for 0800 hours 13 Juns 1966 to provide time to

wevacuate friendly casualties and readjust front line positions behind the three
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kilometer safety line., in elaborate artillery and air fire support plan was
developed to keep the enemy engaged from 11 through 13 June 1966, The ARVN bat—
talion was redeployed on 12 June to positions east of TOU MORONG to block pos--
sible enemy exfiltration. Thirty minutes prior to the strike, 900 CS grenades
were dropped into the center of the target area, covering about one square kilo-
meter. “Betwsen 0820 and 0847 hours 13 June 1966, the B-52 strike was launched
precisely-on target.  Following the strike, enemy resistance crumbled and the

1/327 Inf, 2/502 Inf, 1/5 Cav, 1/42 Inf Regt (ARVN) and CIDG elements immediately .
exploited the objective area by helicopter and ‘overland movement. Thirty

minutes' following the B-52 strike, one rifle company from 2/502 Inf had been
helilifted into the B-52 target area. Large numbers of VC KIA's, weapons and
eguipment were found in the area, The 2/502 Inf located and captured 15 dazed

NVA personnel. On 15 June elements of the 2/502 Inf and 1/5 Cav engaged a Co size
VC force north of the B-52 strike and the enemy broke contact following tactical
air strikes. In the final phase of the operation, the 1/5 Cav assaulted the
valley northwest of the strike area and swept southeast to pick up enemy strat-
glers. On 15 June 1966, the 1/327 Inf made an end sweep around the south of

TOU MORONG with expectations of over-running an enemy hospital.’ Neither operatiuns
produced any sizeable contact, '

12, (C) Results: _
a., The lst Brigade, 101st Airborne Division succesded in its mission
to find, fix, and destroy Viet Cong forces in the D/K TO, TAN CAMH and TOU LORONG

area. !

b. The following losses were inflicted on the enemy during Operation \\
HAWTHCRNE., : ! i

(1) Personnel losses:

479 VC KIA (BC)
306 VG KIi (EST)
52 VC KBA (BC)
209 VC KBA (EST)
10 VC WI: (EST)
22 VCC
0 Ves

{2) Weapons Captured:

NOHB.ICI.J\TU.RE ! ANTITY + MANUFACTURE
¥-79 1 % Us
M-72 i us
Mauser "98" Rifle 2 German
Iuger, 9mm, Pistol - 1 Garman
SKS Carbine 19 Chicam
AK=47 1) Chicom
Flare Pistol 1 Chicam
RPG-2 Rocket Launcher 13 Chicom
12.7mm Barrels & Sight 3 Chicom
RPD LMG 8 Chicom
7.62mm TOKAREV Pistol 1 Russian
“Rifle : n Unknown
Total ‘112
(3) Ammunition: Tt ..
NOMENCLATURE QUANTLTY.
~,
12.7mn oa 3,000 rds .
82mm Mortam: - - - o :
s L

< DECLASSIFIED -‘,'ﬁr_

EED |

&
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(&)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

4,0mm ' 20 rds
RPG-2 . 25 rds
Small Arms 10,000 rds
Signel Eguipment:

NOMENCLATURE ANTITY
Commo Wire 300 Ft
Field Phones (Chicom) 2
Explosives:

NOMENCLATURE ANTITY
INT - % 1b block 190
Claymore Mines (Chicom) 2
Land Mines 1

Hand Grenades 102
Clothing:

NOMENGLATURE ANTITY
Trousers L8
Shirts 75
Shoes 12 pr
Food:

NOMENCLATURE ' ANTITY
Rice 22 tons

Medical Supplies:

NOMENCLATURE ANTITY
Mgdical Kit (Chicom) 5

Bandages, drugs, pills, Numerocus
surgical eruipment

Miscellaneous:

NOMENCLATURE UANTITY
Ioad Bearing Equipment 57
Rucksacks a3
Entrenching Tool - 23
Bicycle 18

(10) Camps Destroyed:

COCRDINATES SIZE
ZB151340 - Company to Battalion
ZB118371 Company
ZB139419 + Company
ZB120388 Battalion
ZB133365 Battalion

2

N

MALY
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(11) AW Positions Destroyed: 8.
13. (C) Administrative Matters: -

a, Personnel and Administration: See Inclosure 1, Pwmnﬂgl and
Administration, = ;

b. Iogistico: Oes Inclosure 3, Logisties.

14. (C) Specizl Eguipment and Technigues:

a. M-79 cannister round: The conventional high explosive M-79 round
was found to have limited value in the thick bamboo jungles, since the round
could not penetrate the undergrowth. The XM576MP cammister round for the 1-79
Grenade Launcher, however, proved to be highly effective in penetrating the
bamboo. The shot pattern at 100 yards provides an extermely high number of first-
round kills. The use of this round together with the 60ma Mortar was effective
in discoursging "hugging" tactics of the enemy in dense jungle,

b. B-52 target exploitation: Immediate exploitation of the B-52 target
with airmobile assaults following a strike proved advantageous. It enabled the
exploiting unit to capture the surviving stunned enemy before they had a chance °,
to evacuate the arez. The search of the target area must be systematic. sdequate
search time must be allocdteéd™to permit uncovering the maximum nurber of enemy
weapons and equipment. Digging may be required since the enemy may have hastily
attempted to hide eguipment. - RS

c. Demclitions: Cratering charges are more effective than THT or -4
for the destruction of tunnels, fortifications and caches. Although ecratering
charges are awkward and 'not easily transportable by foot mobile elements, the
charge is very stable and can easily be delivered to an area by empluoying free-
fall techniques from a hovering helicopter.

d. CH-4/ “"piggy-back" loads: siriifeing of artillery umits by CH-47
helicopters can be expedited through the use of wpiggy-back" sling loads. This
technique reduces the time and mmber of sorties reguired. :

15, (C) Commandérs Analysis:

a. Lesscns Learned:

(1) Polaroid camera: The addition of a Polaroid camera to the
TOE at brigade level would assist in gathering and disseminating timely infor-
mation. They would be useful in obtaining accuraile reports, intelligence ama
historical information.- Polaroid camera could alsc be effectively used in
Psychological Warfare operations to take immediate pictures of ralliers to be
used on specialized leaflets. g

(2) Supply of attrched CIDG units: Most CIDG persomnel are armed
with either the caliber .45 M3A1 SHMG or caliber .30 Carbine and provisions
must be made for having such ammnition immediately availsble for resupply.
CIDG persomnel prefer to be given fish and rice (their normal diet) rather th..n
C-rations. These two resupply matters should be handled through Special Forces
advisors and not by direct résupply by the Brigade S-4.

(3) Helicopter winch systems: Many missions require the use of \
helicopters with a winch capability. The hoist on the UH-1D med-evac needs to
be modified to increase its relisbility. The hoist of the CH-47 is adequate

but is too slow for personnel evacuation. The hoist of the Marine Corps CH-L6 ‘

6 ' £ W
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is adequate. However, we believe the AF HH-43 is the best means available.

air Force ond Marine helicopters can be used if available -and only en.a nmissicn
basis. Consideration should be given to providing the Brigade two HH-43 heli-
copters until the UH-1D has been modified to provide for reliable extraction.

(4) Assignment of utility aireraft to the Infantry Battalion: It
has been found useful to attach two UH-1D helicopters, when availebility permits,
Lo ‘each of the Infantry Battalions for use under, the dirget control of the bat-
talion cormander. The assignment of those utility helicopters can provide the
commander flexibility for resupply, liaison, medical evacuation and small unit
troop novements. i i i sk :

(5) Construction and improvement of landing zonts: The absence of
natural landing zones is 2 serious problem in dense terrain.  ji-more systematic
and faster method of clearing and expanding landing zones must be established,
The attachment of. engineer LZ clearing squeds to each assavlting battalion has
proved effective,

) (6) Tactical air amd artillery support: Continuous and simultaneous
artillery and tactical air support of the same target area continues to be a.
problem, A possible solition would bé to place a UHF (AN/VRC-24) radio ih the
artillery FOC and to have an artillery FO accompany the FAC. The FO would be
couipped with an AN/PRC-25 radio. This would privide continuous communicetions
between the artiilery FDC, L1O, FAC's and fighter pilots and thus .permit direct
coordination. g e

(7) Flame throwers: Flame throwers have been found to be too
cumberscme to be carried by elements naneuvering by foot in dense jungle terrain,
Flame: throwers should be flown into the objective, area as required. Support Bat-
talion with the assistance of the 20th Chenicrl Detachment has beun given the
responsibility for mainteining three portoble flame throwers in a ready, charged
state to be issued to the using unit on short notice. Wnds paia, prausE

. (8) POW's; In Operation HAWTHORNE,. prisoners were not ceptured
until late in ‘the operation. Individual, soldiers must be impressed sith_ the
inmportance of capturing prisoners. ‘hey arc inclined to be too quick on the
trigger. i B g i ! e b2 U CRT

(9) “Psychological Warefare: e e B
, L (a) One school trained Psycnological Warfare officer shoulc
be assigned to the Brigede, Additionally, a. small Psy Ops, detachment with the
capability of printing, packaging and delivering leaflets should be attached to.
the Brigade. This would increase the &fficiency of Psy Ops in the Brigade and
would reduce ihe time required to accoiplish a mission, i

(b) 'The split responsibility between the Army and the Air

Force at Brigade level creates a,problem. The ground tactical commander should
have cormand of all Psy War activities in order that they be immediately res-
ponsive to the changing situation, =~ . ' Y LT ; ’

. (e) Consideration shauld be'given to cstablishine ~ - .
FWHF POV Command which wouvld' insure treatment. of prisoncrs in accordance witn .
the Geneva Cohvention. “Such an éffort should be publicized and extensively to
include 011 news media, lepflets and broadeasts. : :

"8

b. Highlights of Operation: et

» o, o f : i
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(1) Maintenance of contact with cnemy: Continuous contact was
maintained with the enemy force from the evening of 6 June until the screening
forces broke contact on 12 June. Immediately following the strike, contact wns
reestablished while mopping up isolated pockets for several days thereafter,

(2) Fire power: The Brigede employed the equivalent 'of 1.6 KT of
air and artillery ordanance (27,000 rounds of artillery). - Of the 499 air sorties,
160 were “sky spot". It is believed thet the NVA was dealt a psychological blow
to its monscon offensive by employing close air support around the clock. The
Arc Light strike is considered to have been an outstanding ‘example of the use of
the B-52 in a cleose support role, ! . et RO

(3) Maneuver: 'he doubls envelop fnt, with major forces attacking
the enemy from the south and north, together with massive use of fire power, is
the most successful tactic we have uiiployed. This was the same tactic employed
so successfully in the past at Bl GIA MAF in Operation AUSTIN 6. rapid exploit~
ation of ‘B-52 strikes by an airmobile operation in the center of the terget area
wos effective, : .

(4) Operation witl ARVN forces: In addition to Major ARVE forces,
the Brigede was assisted by nine CIDG companies, ona Regional Forees compeny,
and one \RVK scout company. Ten azpache palrols were also employed, The Special
Forces A and B teams in Kontum Province are considered to be the nost effective,
respensive, and productive encountercd in operations in eight provinces durir-
the past six months, The A Team leaders @re an outstanding group.

(5) Enemy: The enemy proved to be . disciplined, well-trained,
tenacious fighters. Excellent camvuflage, field fortifications, and battlefield
police were demonstrated.. One weakness noticed was ‘a lack of flexibility. 'The
attempted ocmbush of the ARVN battalion on 3 June was practically a repeat of
the operation last year, i " e

(6) Psychological Operations: The initial support was weak but
gradually i:proved. A total of 64 million leaflets were dropped and 36 hours
of loudspesker. time was utilized. Four CHIED HOI ralliers were directly credited
to the broadcasts, - : i i ARA] &

(7) Mobility: During the operation nearly 15,000 passengers were
moved £nd 33 cirmobile assaults were made; eight of the assaults were of Battalien
size, Inaddition, 1 and 1/5 ertillery batteries were moved into firing positicn
to support the operation.

16. (C) Recommendations:

a. That consideration be given to cstablishing and publicizing » "'°
FWHF Prisoner of War Comrend.

b. That the mam facture and issue of the XM57EMP round for the M-79 and
the one-shot fleme thrower be «expedited.

¢. That the hoists on'the UH-1D ard CR-47 helicopters be modified to
increese reliability and speed of operation,

d. That Polaroid comeras be included in the TOE at Brigade level for
useé in psychological operations and investigations,

e, That the Brigade be provided with one school trained Psychologic:
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Warefare Officer and a small Psy Ops detachment capable of printing,

and delivering leaflets,

7
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Inclosure 1 (Personnel and Ajlministratinn} to After Action Reports, Operation
HAWTHORNE, = :

1. (C) Unit Strengths:
2. Beginuing of Operation HAWTHORNE.

(1) '™he Brigade persormel strengths at the begifning of Operztion
RAWTHORNE were as follows:

Avthord zed 44,90
Assigned 5840
Joined not Assigned 116
Fresent for Duty 5252
Not Present for Duty L72
Adr Head Strength 2398
Base Camp 1793
4  Tuy Hoa 1061

.(2)' The assigned strength was 131‘.)_‘35_@1‘ thq‘,-ai:th:;rized st—rel_:gtﬁ;
toe present for duty strength was 119% of the authorized strength.

(3) Of the not present for duty strength, 339 were hospitalizec
parsonnel, |

b. Conclusion of Opergtion HAWTHORNE

- (1) The Brigade personnel strengths.at the conclusion of Operation
HAWTHORNE were as follows: By L -

Authorized L4490
sAssigned L 5TL9

", Joined not Assigned 115
Present for Duty 4703
Not Present for Duty 931
Adr Hoad Strength I .

L I I —

(2) The 'Zl:s;ig;led was 128% of the authorized strength; the present
for dity strength was 105% of the authorized strength.

(3) Of the not present for duty strength, 421 were hospitalized
pursonnel.

c. The "assigned" strength figures are extremely inflated., This
inflatien is also reflected in ‘the "not present. for duty" because:
(1) A large number of hospitalized persomel have been transfer -ed
tu eff-shore hospitals, CONUS, and/or even discharged from the US drmy without
nutification to the losing wuit, :

com-;vﬁ.u;

--utmsamu-.a;s_':;j
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(2) The present strength accountability system requires essigning
personnel (EDCSA) to units prior to their physically joining the unit rather than
adninistratively carrying them in the "pipeline".

Inclosure 1 (contd)

(3) EDCSA personnel have been diverted without the subsequent
aotification to the losing unit.

2. (€) Casualties:

2. Casualties for Operation HAWTHORNE were as follows:

UNIT KIA WLA
1/327 27 135
2/502 16 7
2/320 4, 24
Af326 A )
L 2/17 0 2
Spt. Bn 0 o
TOTAL L8 239

b. Total casualties to date are as follows:

KIA 232
WIA 1207
MIA . 2

3. (c) Personnel Management:
a. i total of 291 replacements were received in the Brigede during

this period. Breakout of such perscnnel to the maneuver battalions were as
follows: ) -

1/327 108

2/502 118
2/320 22

b, Losses of critical personnel were closely monitored and 30
rersonnel with critical MOS were assigned as follows:

Plat Ldrs 1
Plat Sgts 10
Locators 2
Med Ops Assts 2
Medics 5

c. HEmergency requisitions for continuing ¢ritical MOS shurt.aga were
sibmitted for E~7 platoon sergeants, cooks, medical specialtists, mechanics,
communications personnel, and lsgal clerks.







Inclosure 2 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations After Action Reports, Operation
HAWTHORNE .

1. (C) Terrain: The area of operations consisted of mountainous
terrain rising to heights of 2380 meters. The vegetation, varying between
open forest with heavy undergrowth and rain forest_with a dense jungle canopy,
linited observetion and fields of fire, while providing excellent cover and
concealment., Highway 14 was the principal north-south avenue of approach,
while well defined trails (YB 806670 to ZB 106650, YB 650620 to ZB 100650, YB
810150 to 4AS 830160) provided the principal east-west avenues. The terrain
favored enemy infiltration operations by providing concealment from aerial
observation and restricted our operations with a lack of lsnding zones.

2, (U) Weather: The southwest monsoon dominated the weather, although
there was less rain and cloudiness than expected. High winds occurred infre-
guently, but low cloud conditions and rain began late each afternoon and last-
ed until early the following morning. The weather limited aerial activity
and restricted visibility during early morning hours when ground fog was pre-

‘valent, These weather conditions generally favored the enemy by concealing
nis activity and movement from aerial observation.

3. (C) At the beginning of Operation HAWTHORNE, the following information
was available regarding-the enemy activity:

a. Major VC infiltration routes crossed the Cambodian and Laotian
borders in this area.

b. Threc NVA ralliers at DAK T0, who said they werc platoon leaders
in the 88th NVA Regiment, reported their unit to be at YB 7845 with a recon-
naissance element at TAN CANH (18 May 1966) preparing for an attack on that
village.

c. A rallier from the Lth Bn 24th NVA Regiment reported his battal-
ion at 012332,

d. A captured diary disclosed VC plans of another DIEN BIEN
PHU somewhere in the highlands, with the main axis in KONTUM Province.

€. Cther information led to the belief that one battalicn of the
24th NVA Regiment was north of TOU MGRONG (ZB 135354) and two battalions
were southwest of TOU MORONG (ZB 1225),

£, TOU MORONG had received sporadic smrll arms, automatic weapons,
and mortar harrassing attacks from the north from 22 May to 28 May 1966.

L. (C) During the operation, the intelligence situation was developed
through front line contact.

4. Inemy prisoners and documents gave the identification of engag-
ed units as the Lth, 5th amd 6th battalions of the 24th NVA Regiment.,

b. The enemy was locatéd by moving units into the TOU MORONG area
after an artillery optpost had been attacked on the morning of 7 June 1966,
This front line contact was the principal source of information about the
enemy's location from 7 June until the end of the operation. !

5. (C) Results:

a. Initial Order of Baltle:

(1) Prior to the arrival of the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne *
Division in the DAK TO area, it was believed that two NVA Regiments were
preparing for an attack on the TOU MORONG outpost.

(2) Ralliers and priscners indicated th~t these units were the
24th and 88th NVA Regiments. Ralliers indicated that the 24th was located in
the immediate TOU MORONG area and the 88th was located in Laos.

1 ?e;s,'%f% Al
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Inclosure 2 (Intalligence) to Combat Dpera\.:.ons After J.-::tian Report, Operation
HAWTHCRNE

(3) Total enemy strength in the area of interest was estimated to
bz LOOO NVA personnel and 2700 Viet Cong local' force and guerrilia personnel.

(4) Initial enemy disposition:

Q"IE ’ LOCATION STRENGTH DATE EV/LUATION
24th NVA Regt Vie TOU MORONG 2000 - Unconf Prob
U/I Bn 24th Reg 7B 1237 400 26 May Unconf Prob
2 U/I Bns ey T :

2Lth Regt ZB1225 © 800 N 26 May Unconf Prob
B3th NVA Regt  YB 7845 1200 28 May Unconf Poss
230 HW Brn (MF) YB 9363 ; 200 29 May Confirmed -
3 Bn (MF) ZB 2326 210 - 29 May Confirred
8-10 IF Cos Scattered 600 - -
Gierrillas Scattered 12100 L

~b. 0B Summary and Findings:
v1) Units identified by POW's:
(a) 24th NVA Regt, 30Lth NVA Div

4th Bn Cos 1, 2, 3

5th Bn, Cos 6, 7, 8, &10
6th Bn, Cos ll 12, &13
17th Combat &Jppart Co
19th Engr Co

20th Med Evac Co

21st AS Co

22d Trans Co

(2) Units identified by documents:

K5 - 5th Bn 24th NVA Regt
Gong Troung 24 - 'a-orks:Lt-e 24 - 2ith NVA Regt
Cong Troung 6 - fgricultural Site 6° -
H-1
' 728
KB-1"'
KB=5
1-).
= Unlocated PW Gmpound

(3) POW's stated that a major base ¢omplex ard the 304th Div Hg R
wis located in Tasent, Laos where the regiman't. s‘ta,)red. for approximately one
month before entering South Vietnesm,

(4) The mission of the 24th Regt was to attack DAK TO and TOU
KORONG and embush ARVH relief forces. Ralliers from the 24th and 88th Regts
stated that the BB8th was to coordinate with the 24th Regt in these attecks,

(5) In engagements with the 24th NVA Regt in the TOU MOROKG
vieinity between 9 and 13 June 1966, the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
rendered this NVA Unit ineffective as a combal force. Casualties to the 24th
Fegt were 1246 killed by body count and extimate. It is probeble that it will
be several months before that the unit can obtain replacements and again become
effective as a combat unit.

(6)__Morale of the NVA troops is reported to be low as a result
of the extreme difficulties encountered during infiltration, lack of medical
supplies, lack of food, high malaria rate, and fear of friendly air altacks
and artillery fire.

{?) Inclosure 1 to Im:losure 2 lists the final order of battle




Inclosure 2 (Intelligen.e) to Combat Operaticns ifter Action Report, Operation
HAWTHORNE

(8) Inclosure 2 to Ineclosure 2 gives the composition, disposition
and strength of the 24th NVA Regt.

c. VC persomiel and e¢quipment losses are shown in paragraph 12b to
the basic After Action Report.,

6. Intelligence Analysis, Lessons Learned:
a, hnalysis:

(1) T™e DAK 10, TOU MOHONG, DAK SUT area is a major VC base
area as indicated by the degree of resistance ard nsture of defenses found .

(2) The VC planned a major offensive in the DAK TO, TOU MORONG,
DAK SUT area as indicated by their abortive attsck on 7 June 1966 as well as
the agressive action of their units on 9, 10 and 11 June.

(3) The VC plan in the DAK TO, TOU MORONG, DAK SUT area has
been set back as indicated by the fifty percent or more casualties taken
by the 24th NVA Regt.,

b, Lessons Learned:

(1) Irmed:ate deployment of IPW teams to points of VC cepture
enhsnces the tineliness of information gained and negates the possibility of
false or misleading information gained by untrained interrogators.

(2) Eneny forces in the area are better supplied and bolder than
those encountered in other parts of the II Corps arva. They are more prone
to stand and fight znd will readily reinforce an engaged unit. This was des-
played when C 2/502 encountered a reinforced VC pl-toon which was subsequent-
ly supported by a bettalion size force.

(3) MNorth Vietnrmese map coverrge of the operctional aren should
be provided to IFW teams and front line ba talions. Frequently captives can
read their own reps when they crnnot read ours.

(4) Trail studies verified by ground reports should be develop-
ed for the Brigade's own use cnd other US, ARVN and FWMAF units.

(5) hgressive visual reconnaissance flown by the 219th Avn Co
previded information on cnemy activity throughout the TAOR. In 145 hours of
visual reconnaissance flown, 240 significant sightings were reported to the
5-2, This has proved to be rn excellent method of gathering intelligence in-
formation vhile units are in major conflict.




Inclosure 1 (Final Order of Battle of Enemy Forces in Kontum Province)
to Inclosure 2 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation HAWTHORNE

UNIT LOC.ATION STRENGTH EVALUATION
2Lth NVA Regt Unlocated 800 Confirmed
U/I Bn 24th ZB 1752 (200) "

U/I Bn 24th ZB 1455 (200) n

U/I Bn 24th ZB 1924 (200) B e
88th NVA Regt YB 8535 1200 Unconf Prob
VMC Co YB 9613 100 Unconfirmed
303B NVA Infil Grp ZB 2210 200 "

3038 NVA Infil Grp AS 8305 100 "

2 VMG Cos ZB 1812 160 "

U/I Bn ZB 1409 200 "

2-1-1
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Inclosure 2 (Compositiomy gpﬁgit on rength of the 24th NVA Regt)
to Inclosure 2 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation HAWTHORNE

1. (C) Composition:
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304 Div - Code name - CONG TRUONG & B i
B2MM
24th Regt = Code name - CONG TRUONC Si BINH ;
S
1st Bn = K-4 1 Huf
2nd Bn - K-5 ia:?’;ﬂ;‘r'-_.
3rd Bn - K-6
b

Prior to infiltration 24th Regt, designated T
k2, infiltrated as 6th Reginent, and now established as INTEL
24th NVA Regt, 304th Divisicn. i

2. (C) Disposition: 2Lth Regt, located in Kontum &
Province, with one batialion north of Toy Morong and two —
battalions southwest of Tou Morong vie ZB 1225,

. RECON
3. (C) Strength: The 24th Regt, 304th NVA Div (NVA) has =
an actual TOL strength of about 2000 personnel. It is estimated "
to be approximately 50% strength at present time. Total NVL SECURTT:"

losses as a result of Operation HAWTHORNE were approximately 1000. ! syurp
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ke (C) Tactics: 1£%/A§

plan to begin during monsoon season.

Phase I. To penetrate the Montagnard village and strategic
hamlet, to cut communications along Hwy #14, and to prepare ambushes along
Hwy #14 (Dak To - Tou Morong).

Phase II, To neutralize enemy forces by-conrdinating with friend-
ly units of Nong Truong 3 or another Nong Truong (?) in order to encircle
Dak To (/pplying the teoctics used in the Duc Co plan); to tire the defen-
sive forces by keeping constant pressure on them, forcing & withdrawal,
and thus preparing an attack on the reirforcing column.

Phase II1I. When the monscvon roins become too heavy for the Air
Force to resupply the defenses, the VC will close in and cepture Dak To.

5. (C) Training:
a. VC training area located YA 962816,
b. Training of the North Vietnamese soldier:

(1) Infantry training: The basis of all instruction for the
NVA soldier is Infantry. Personnel of all arms receive infantry training,
including guerrilla and infiltration tectics. Emphasis is placed upon
natural and artificial cbstacles, and effective individual marksmanship.
Experimentation is encouraged for solving tactical problems.

(2) Artillery training: Both tacticel and technical treining
is covered. Mortars ar. considered artillery. Due to low literacy technical
training is limited.

6. (C) logistics:

a. Installations:

YA 629827 Poss commo/liaison and supply point
YB 659400 Prob storage and rice area

YA 637754 Poss supply ctorage and VC rest area
YB 930160 Susp VC base area

¥B. 909372 Pogs. supply point

iS5 796255 Poss rice and granary storage

AS 830255 . Poss way station

AS 815383 Poss supply point

K5 979439 Camp

YA 962816 Training area

ZB 138500 . PW camp

YA 729853 I-k:spital

YA 667485 Y, ﬁﬁzag_ rest area

YB 884 Ri e :

Leross Cambodian Border:

YA 565676 Ordnance

Y4 578596 .  Ordnance

YA 729853 Hospital

Ya 600811 .  Border crossing point

YA 660670  Cormo/liaison station

i 531635 Poss border crossing point
YB 669503 Billeting and storage

b, Poor transportation and lack of resources constitutes a slow
systen of resupply and consequently the troops receive a minimal emount of
food and clothing., Amwunition makes the heaviest demends upon the supply
services,




., CONFID;

]
¢, NVA enlistee ip issued:

2 set fatigues (khaki) :

piece of nylon for a raincoat (over 2 maters)
hammock

pair: sandals
hat

canteen

belt

bowl, 1 apoon

B i G Y

7. (C) Combst Efficiency: Moral is low due to personnel losscs,
lack of food and medicines, end fear of ccmbat. Combat effectiveness:
24th NVA Regt can be considered ineffective rntil replacements or rein-
forcements can be attained.

8. ({€) Miscellaneous:

a. Infiltration: 24th Regiment code name SONG CAU Group. This
infiltration group wes divided into nurercus small segments. The time lag
between each element was two drys march. 30, Novenber 1965 a departure
ceremony wos held 2nd the first element deperted, ond arrived in Kontum

Province 23 June 1966, Recon platoon went ahead to locate Regimental
positicn.

1st Element: 4th Bn, med cal company, 1Yth Transportation
Company and Recon Platoon. e i

2nd Element: 5th Bn, numercus subordinate units and Regimental
Headquarters elemcnt.

3rd Element: 6th Bn, remaining subordinate units and Regimenta)
HQS.

b. Personalities:

Regt, CO Maj THUCHG
Regt XO ¥aj RANG
4th Bn CO Sr Capt NHOUG
X0 Capt VAY
PO Sr Capt CUONG
lst Co CO Lt KHIET

X0 Lt DAI
PO L. MAN
KPO Lt DAD

2nd Co CO  BUI VAN PHON
4th Co PO 1t ¥
5th Bn CO Capt TRUNG
X0 Capt NINH.
PO Copt AN
APO TRUNG
bth Co CO Lt DiC
‘7th Co CO Lt Hi
8th Co CO Lt BACH
10th Co CO It NOI
6th En CO CHU B:N TN
X0 MINH
FO NG LANG

c. Wezpons in an NV Battalion:

' TYPE NUMBER

75mm DKZ 4

82mn DKP S

R 12.7 MG g
' 4

P

7.62 MG
AK=LT

SKS .
RFG-2 RL 1 per squad ..
Grenades 2 per individual

The above is an approximate weapons type and number throughgut
the 4th, 5th and éth Bat .2 —— " Regt, 304th Div,
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Inclosure 5°(Logistics) to Combat Operations After [fction Report,
Operation HAWTHORNE X

e CONFIDENTIL

1. (C) ORGANIZ.TION FOR SLFPORT:
ORGANIZ/TION FOR SUFFORT
i Support Sattalion:, 5

. (1) Headquarters Detachment: Provided the command and
control of Support Battalion (Forward). It was organized into command,
operations, communications, and movement control sections. .

(2) Supply Detachment: Was responsible for the. receipt,
storage, and iscue of all classes of supply. It alsc provided a rigger
section and an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Teanm. .

(3) Maintenance Detachment: Provided & repair capability
for mell arms, artillery, engineer, automotive, signal and quartermaster
equipment., It was organized into a shop office, and a recovery and
sontact tean, : v o ;

(4) Medical Company (;-): A clearing station was established
with a twenty bed capacity, a surgical section, a helding section, emer--
gency treatment section, and a demtal section,

b. Supporting Forces:

(1) Forward Support Det:chment (T F DOMNLEY) . Nha Trang
Support Comnend accompanied the Brigade from CHEO REO to DiK TO. It was
replaced by Forward Support Detachment (T F STINSON) QUI NHON Support
Cormand, This Forward Support Detachnent .(FSD) was collocated with
Supply Cempany, Support Battalion, and was responsible for receiving and
stocking Clzss I, III and V and for issue of Class III to aviation units.
The F5D was extremely cocperative and responsive throughout the operation
aven though the consumption rates and usage factors, particularly in
Class III and V, were far above average on several occasions. When
aerial resupply proved inadequate to meet 211 recuirements, overland re-
supply was effucted promptly and efficiently, 'The Deputy Commander, QUI
SHON Bupport Command, visited ths Support Battslion (Fmﬁ-a]mos.t. daily,
ind wis instrumental in providing the excellent support received.

(2) 10th 4viation Battalion: Provided ‘two airmobile :
:ompanies and (V-2 aircraft to support tactical and logistical operations.
fhe CV~2 aircraft were used to transport supilies, r: pair parts, and
personnel to and from the forward area. /ireraft sorties 21locrted were
ot sufficient to suv.ort the logistics plan on all o¢eesions due
prinarily to large numbers of replacements and returnces transported. to
ind from the forward area,

(3) CH-L7 helicopter support was provided by 147th Aviation
Uonpany (Airmobile Medium) and lst Cay Div (Airmobile ).

(4) 498th Aviaticn Company: Provided medical aercevacuation
thromghout the operation,

2, (C) MATEIEL AND SERVICES:
a. Supply:

(1) Class I: A totel of 107 short. tons of B rations and
70 tons of Meals Combat Individval Type C were issued during the operation.
~n adequate supply of "B" rations were rece.ved and "iY ration meats were
issued in sufficient quantities to supclement every meal of B rations.
However, fresh vegetables were not supplicd and fresh fruit and brerd were
extrenel limited, i

(2) Class IT & IV: Cless II & IV supplies were shipped
feom Brigade Support Battalion in FHAN RANG and QUI NHON area Support
comnind. The following itens were required in greater quantities than




normal: Batteries (BA 356i.BA 30), concertina wire
.liners, and insect repellant. .

(3) Class III: 165 tche of Class III and IILi\ were issued
during the operation (excluding JP-4), to include 36,100 gellons of
MOGAS, 8,750 gallons of DIESEL, and 7,150 gallons of AVGAS (115/145). .
Supporting aviation units us.d 323,800 geilons of JP-L (955 tons).

(4) Class V: 819.5 short tons of Class V were issued dur-
ing the operation of which 68 short tons were issued to elements of the
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). The following items were in short
supply during the operation:

- (&) Handsheld fiares

(b) White Star Clusters

(c) Green Star Clusters

(d). White Star Parachute Flares . \

Tactical emergency resupply was used during the heaviest fighting to
maintain the brigade bas.c load of 105mm Howitzer and 155mm Howitger
ammunition. The brigade requested and received an increase in the
Aveileble Supply Rate from 20 rounds to 4C rounds for 105mm Howitzer
ammunition during the period 8 - 12 June 1966. Two lots of 105mm
Howitzer ammunition were suspended. The Brigade and Forward Support
Detachment, QUI NHON area Support Command had & totsl of 4100 rounds of
ammunition on hand that were suspended.

(5) water: Company A, 326th Engineer B-ttalion operated a
woeter point at TAN CANH using one 600 GPH Erdalator initially, replacing
it with a 1500 GPH Erdalator airlifted from PHAN RANG. .

b. Maintenance: The Support Batialion maintenarnce detachment
received 56 automotive, 117 signal, 94 armament, 16 instrument, 2 gquarter-
master and 21 engineer job orders. All but 3 signal, 4 engineer and 2
quartermaster jobs were completed. The shortage of spare parte for
generators noted in previous reports still exists.

¢. Ground Transportation: A total of one hu. dred and geventy
2% ton truck requirements were filled during the operation.

d. Air Trensportation:

(1) Fixed Wing: CV-2 2ircraft supperting the Brigadc flew
73 sorties for a total of 1,215 passengers and 106.6 short tons of cargo.

(2) Rotary Wing: Throvghovt the operation both UH-1D and
CH-47 helicopters proved invaluable in aerial resupply operations of
committed forces. Two UH~1D were ploced in direct su port of the Infantry
Battalions and proved to be w. extremely efficient-methed of providing
tactical and administrative support to units, The use of the CH-47
reduced the time required for resupply from that required by the UH-1D
and released the UH-1D's for support of trctical operations,

(3) Army aircraft lifted a total of 392.18 short tons of
sup:lies in the forward area. Attached at Inclosure I is the daily
aerial resupply tonnage by class of supply during Operation HAWTHORNE.

e. Other Services:

(1) Graves Registration vas provided by 148th Quartermaster
Company, an el.ment of the QUL MHCN Area Support Command.

(2) Bath: 148th Quertermaster Company provided a bath unit
in the DiK TO area, ST

o

(3) Laundry: 2n inopereble laundry unit was initially
deployed to the area of operaticn. Upon receipt of nece:sary rupair

e — i . 5
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ﬁart.s, the u.n:l.t. was repaireh and the Brigade received excellent service
for ithe remainder of the operation. -

3. (c) MEDICAL:

2. The senitation of mess halls, latrines and units areas
required command emphasis to achieve minimnm acceptable standards, how-
ever, health and hygiene remained excellent considering th. operational
environment. Two Medical Evacuation Helicopters, not equipped with
winch, were made available to the Brigade. These proved unsatisfactory
for extraction of seriously wounded personmel from mountainous or heavily
forrested terrain. Therefore, a request was made, and houored, for two
dir Force CH 43 (Hue'iies) and two Marine CH 46 helicopters for this purpose.

b, Patients Treated:
(1) wia 212
(2) Non-battle Injury 172

(3) Disease 313 (7 Malaria)
Total Treated 715
¢. Returned to duty L20

d. Evacuated to hospital 282
e. Remein in holding 13

f. Hospitalized personiel (bsttle injuries) categorized by
wounds are as follows:

(1) Head 30
(2) Chest 10
(3) Upper extremities &8
(4) Lower extremitiess &1

(5) Abdomen b
(6) Back T g
TOTAL 212

il _(c:n SUMMARY :

a. Supply operations were simplified by collocating the
Forward Support Detachment, Qi I NHON - Support” Comnand and Biigade Support
Battalion,.- Common supply points were used for Clasel I, 111, and V.-
Support Battalion, lst Brigade 10lst Airborne Division provided Class II
and IV supply. - -.° . .

b. The Brigade made extensive use of the CH-47 helicopter faor
resupply. It proved a substantial increase in carrying capacity over
that of the UH-1D and therefore reduced time required for aerial resu:ply.

€. Water supply in the DAK TO area was a problem initially
bzcause thg 600 GPH Erdalator ‘did not funetion properly. A truck
myunted 1500 GPH Erdalator was dismantled, brovght forward from PHAN RANG
and reassembled. . this equipment proved a trouble free, completely
alarmate supply of water.

d. Hoist Helicopters: Operations in ménntainous and/or heavily
forested terrain has placed increased reliance upon medical evacuation

- t. i -
alrcraft w t.:I: a hoist g&%ﬁi :

L T




5. (L)" CCLCLUSICES:

a. uupl:..catinn of ui‘fnrt. reduced by collocating' the irea
Forwerd tupport Detachment with the organic Forward Suppert ilement.

b. Plans for provisicn of LZ0.ViC helicop_tars with 2 hoist
capability must be made prior to an operation.

c. CH=47 Helicopters zre inve.luebla in garieﬁ' resvpply |
operation.
6. (U) RiCOMIZND-TIONS:
a. Orgenic and “upporting logistical agencies continue to
collocate in future operations.

b. Provisions be made for MuDiV.l Helicopters with a hoist
cepability to support the Brigzde duri.g future operztions.

¢. CH=47 Helicopters be made svailsble for resupply missions
during future cperation’.

1 Inel
idir Resupply Deta — Operation H.AWTHORNE

mml,
DECLASSIFIED ¥ 7.5
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Inclosure 1 (.ir Resupply Date - Operation H.JTHGRNE)- to Inclosure 5
(Logistics) to After nction Report, Operation HiVTHORS

CLALES T CLSS V MISC & W.TER
POUNDS S=TOkS POUNDS S-TONS POUNDS S=TONS

%z June 1,000 .50 10,000 5.00 é,sm 1.25
: June 1,500 .15 ju,U00 5.00 2,000 2.00
L June — — 59,000 29.50 — —
5 June 700 .35 30,000 15,00 350 .18
€ June 2,900 1.45 1,250 .62 4,250 2.12
7 June 1,200 60 72,700 36.35 300 «15
8 June 900 A5 30,600 15.30 o ==
9 June 1,500 .75 27,000  13.50 4,300 2.15
10 June 6,000 3.00 6,400 3.20 150 .08
1 June 9,550 L.77 10,730 5.11 6,580 3.29

12 June 10,975 5.49 46,490 23.24 7,050 3.52
13 June 10,950 5.47 49,020 24,51 8,330 L.16
14 June 8,850 b2 39,190 18.55 8,950 447
13 June 42,950 6.47 64,950  32.47 6,860 3.43
16 dune 2,150 L.07 69,090 34.5, 7,310 3.65
17 June 6,850 3.47 49,930 21,96 8,860  L4.34

18 Juns 5,850 2.92 33,750 16,87 8,000 4.00
19 June 5,050 2.52 4,250 2.12 5,630 2.4
20 June 500 .25 — i e s

T0T..L 95,375  47.70 607,850 302.8, 81,240  41.60
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Inclosure 6 (Communications) to Combat Operations ..fter iction Report,
Operaticn H.VZTHOREE g

1. (C) Background:

Oper: tion Hil T.CRb: was conducted it the ares north of DLK TO, to
disrupt and destroy IVi elements believed to be in the area. The Brigade
signal elements provided the command eommunications for the Brigade and ter—
minated the systens provideo by the Corps signal units.

z. (o) Operations:

a, VHF Secticn - The Brigade VHF was not committed until 12 June
when one system was installed to the fArtillery Forward FDC. This system pro-
vided telsphone cormunications to the forward artillery elements and also to
adjacent infantry units.

b, Comaunications Center Section - « secure teletype circuit wes
operated between the Brigade and I Force V. 'This wes supplemented by secure
redio teletype circuils to WH) TR\NG, TUY HQL, PH.K R.1\G: end during the ini-
tial phases of the operation, CHEO REO and PLZIKU.

¢. Switchboard end \dire Sections - The wire section lzid ¢ totel of
56 niles of wire, 12 miles in the Brigade Cormand Post complex znd 4 niles in
long linss. .11 Cormand Post lines were underground and 211 long lines over-
headed. The switchboerd terminated 62 cormon user ¢ircuits ond an ndditional
12 sole user circuits were installed. This systen provided telephone service
to £11 unats and focilities i. the area and long distance trunks in the Corps
area systen,

d. Fi Radio Stztion - Opercted two FM bets to reducs the traffic on
the Operction Intelligence liet, Used sutomatic retransmission Fi reley sta-
tion at TOU NOROKG viecinity coordinates ZB 138357,

&, Haintenance Section - The nurmber of TT-4 teletypewriters in sup-
port maintenance has become critical.

3. (C) Problen .reas:

2. Shortage of replecement personnel in the Wire, Switchbosrd, and
Cormunication Center Sections is ¢ sericus problem. Ceorrwmnication Center per-
sormel are expecially criticel bec-ouse of the security cleecrance reguiruments.,

b. Power surges on VHF ecviprent burned out components of two ./
TCC-3 Telephone Carrier Terminals and burned our several complete sets of
fuses in the M/!RC-68 Teritinals., The unreliability of the PE-75 Generators
on hend is czusing many problems, Only one of the twelve 3KW C Generstors
placed on & priority requisition in Novenber 1965 has beun issued. '

¢. Improper siting of t.¢ VHF terninal ot the forwerd artillery loca-
tion coused several systen outeges. Closer coordination with supported units .
stressing the inportonce of proper siting will be mede on future operations.

k. lessons Leorned:

a, Wkhen there ere a lorge nunber of sttechrents to the Brigade, a
seccond Operction Intelligence Net will reduce treffic on the primary Operatich
Intelligence Het, thus impmoving operction:, This second nct con be operated
on the Corrond Het Freguency,

b. When an autonatic retransmission FM reley station is being uscd
during en opercticn and it is locazted in a centrsl location, it should renein
at this location throughout operations in the srea to insure gdequete communi-
cations to the combat «luments.
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(v)

i,

Publie Informction:

Operctions ifter .icticn Report 3

Operztion

The following civilisn news correspondents visited the Brigede:

(1) David Snell - ABC Mews Tesn,

(2) Ron Huadford - /BC Kews Tenn.

(3) Frank Dddy - /BC lews Tean,

(4) Keyes Beuch ~ Chicage Daily News.
(5) Cherles iohr ~ New York Tines.
(6) /1 Chang - issociated Press.

(7) Lin Young Choul - NBC News.

(8)  Varren Bosworth - Dallas Tines Herdld.

(9) Fex lanceav - CBS Kews

(10) Loon Daniel - UPI

' (11) Udo Nesch - CB: News Tean,

(12) Bill Stout. - CBS ilews Tean.

(13) Clandi Bellénger - CBS liews Tean.
(14) villienm J. Cock - Dewswedk, _
(15) Ian Broiie - London Daily m&;rass.
(16) steve V.-'n. MHeter — UPI -
(17) Jack Boird - Stars ‘end Ltripes,
(18) Howard Tpcknei- ~ NBC Kews Tea.rl
(19) Vo Hm - NBO Teiws Tean.

(20) vi Giac - NBC Kews Tann..

(51) Bill Reilly - uPr l:a‘l:tdio)

(22) !t Zich - Tine Megazine

(23) Paul Herphill - Atlanta Journal.

(24) Bill Bowles - Charleston Licws and Courier.,

(25) Rick iforrisn - iP

(26) Bob Chren - iP

(27) licil Hickey = TV Hurope.
(éa) Franeis Faulkner - UPI

(29) Werd Just - Keshington Post.




Inclosure 7 (Informetich) to Combet Operctions /(fter Action Report, Operation
HATHORLE

(30) Dean Braylcss — UBC ilews Toan,
(31) Schidnara - LBC liews Tean.
(32) Siguihi .~ HBC Lews Teen,
(33) Vo Suu'~ KBC iicws Teas,
(34) Brig Gen-{Ret) S, L. /. Marshall - iovelist, '
b. The fpllowing nilitery corrcspondents visited the Brigrde:
(1) .8gt. lMacedo - IFV: . o
(2) sgt. Wellece — HiCU=IO, 1 i *
¢. ilajor publicity wes obteined concerning the Brigade!s activities
to include all Television lietwcrks, wire scrvices, and news negazines

throughout the Pree-lorld,

d. Werd Just (Weshington Post) wes wounded by grenade fragnonts
while with the 1 /ja?th Tiger Forece and wes evacuated to NH. TRANG.

e. The Inforr.u:ta.on Office obtamed electrical lighting and a press
tent during this operction. .

f. Photographic precescing wes inproved through the use of the 777
Dark Hoomn.

2. (U) Cormend Iniomata.on.
2. The reccipt znd ulstrlbt.tlun c.!' cormpnd infornetion newspopers
continued to be generzlly late, This is o problun under continuous stuly for
irprovemont.

b. The Diplomet & warr:l.or was publ:.shod b:,r letterpress for the first
tine duriig Cperation HALT.CRLE.

3. (1) Surmary; - Public exposur -of -the Brigede continued to improve
with o significent inerease in the nercentage of copy released and subsequently
printed,
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Inclosure & (PBJr'Ch-:alogitial horefars) to Conmbet Operctions After JMetion Report,
Operation HAWTHCREE -

1. (U) Psychologiczl Ubjective: Psychologicsl harefare cctivitics were

orientzted and dirccted toward ensny units in the operntionsl area.

2. (c) Operation H.WTHORIE:

a. leaflets: i totel'of 6,615,000 leaflets of the type indicated

were dropped on the dates show.

Date,

2 June

A-_Junf;

5 June-

6 June

7 June

8 June

9 June

10 June

11 Junc

Method
47

C-L7
U-10

U-10
L-19
1-19
U=10
U-10

U=10

U-10

i 26,000
120,000
130,000

20,000

20,000

* 15,000
20,000
10,000

120,000
40,000
600,000
50,000
50,000
100,000
80,000
20,000
20,000
60,000
200,000
40,000

60,000
60,000
40,000
40,000

Safe Conduct Pess
28th Special
cegle Strike

HVA '
Weapons Reward
Chicu Foi '

Scfe Conduct Pass

| Beglé Strike®

v

2B8th Regt Specizl
Chisu Hoi

Chisu Hoi
heagons Ré!_mrd
Safe Conduct Pess
Chicu Hoi

Chiesu Hoi

Safe Conduct Pass
Chisu Hoi

Bogle Strike
Chicu Hoi

Safe Conduct Pose

..ir ,Superiority

liecpons Rewerd
Chieu Hoi

Demoralizction . :
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13 June U-10 & UH-1B 80,000 B-52 Strike
150,000 Chi¢u Hoi
120,000 Denorelizetion
20,000 Brgle Strike
20,000 Sefe Conduct Pass

14 June =10 40,000 Chicu Hpi
' 30,000 Lagle Strike
45,000 Denoralization

15 June U-10 40,000 Du Co Poen
' 360,000 Chiou Hoi
50,000 EVA
16 Juns U-10 80,000 Chicu Hoi
120,000 Denoralizstion
= 160,000 hva,
17 June U-10 80,000 WL
C-47 300,000 Chicu Hoi

300,000 Demorclizstion

18 June C=47 200,000 Denoralization
- 200,000 wagle Strile
200,000 WL
40,000 2L,th Regt Speeisl

19 Junc (R 200,000 Chieu Hoi
200,000 Eagle Strike

400,000 Du Co Poen

U-10 100,000 Chicu Hoi

10C,000  Du Co Poen
25,000 Logle Strike

20 Junu U-10 10,000 Du Co Poen
200,C00 Chiou Hoi
80,000 Zzgle Strike

b. loudspezker: .. total of 35 hours 45 ninutes of loudsperker appe:ls
were flown by USiF U-10, and C-47 sircraft on & 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 19, and 20th Jupe. The theme of 21l azppeals was Chieu Hoi and
denorzlizetion. . totzl of three special tepus were mede Guring the operation.

. Surmiery: Two personalized, specialized, and localized leaflets
end three speciel tapes were dircete’ teowerd enery units in the oper;tional
arca (Inclosure 1 and 2). It is bulicved thot psychologicel cperstions,
together with the violunt offensive neturs of the, teeticel siturtion con-
tributed uxtensively to the demorilizstion of surviving oneny persomncl. By
the clozing d-te of tho opcraticn, ¢ total of four relliers ha  surrenderecd
thenselves to Brigede personncl. i

d, Lessons Lesrned:

(1) When new lsaflets are preduced, particlularly special
leaflete, at-leest 20Q -0opivs of the t.r:*nslationuahguld besdincluded, as &
naiter of course. Thess copics will be uscd eg handou*a tt VIP visitors,

. (2) Leeflet boxus shoull bg coated with some water resistant
stbstence i,e. plestic, wex, ete, etc, and rore seccurcly bound as = greater
preccutici: ageinst-ineliment werther,

o~
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(3) .n exaple of contents should be clearly displayed on the
outside of 21l leaflet boxes elong with the amount and general elzssification
(Chiev Hoi, demoralization, reward, LV., ete.)., -

(4) The Psychologicel Operations Gfficer rhould have a corpro-
hensive up to date cetalogue of leaflets oveilable to him.

(5) in eugmentation to the Brigede of onc Pay Uer school trained
officer and two _M has besn approved and personnel should be requisitioned and
ossigned on an expedited basis,

(6) The U-10 sirercft should be stetioned at the Brigade CP.
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1. (C) Missien: 2d Battelion (iirborne), 320th irtillery DS of 1st.
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. "B" Battery, 1lst Bettalion (Towed) 30th
hrtillery reinforce 2d Battalion (airborne), 320th irtillery.

2. (&) Execution:

a, On 2 June B1/30 lrty displaced from ZBOL0227 at 0100 hrs to
2B059309 closing at 1530 hrs in support of operation by 1/327 Inf. .t
022015 hrs B1/30's perimeter received light probe resulting in ene (1) VC
KI. (BC). There were no friendly casualties.

b, On 3 June Btry B displaced from ZBOLO227 by CH-47 sterting at
1837 hrs., Btry used 13 sorties; closed ZBO90348 at 1930 hrs where they firc
3 registrotions, 38 torgets of opportunity, 43 merking missions, 11 srea
illunination nissions, 15 preporations, 16 deofensive concentrations, 3
screening nissicns, 361 H&I targets in support of 1/327 Inf and 2/502 Inf.

¢. On 4 June B1/30 irty displeced by road to ZBO&L3L4 starting ot
1600 hrs and closing at 1845 hrs to reinforce the fires of Btry B in support
of 1/327 Inf. In this position B1/30 .rty fired 61 nissions expending 115 A
rounds reinforcing the fires of Btry B,

d. On 6 June B1/30 irty displaced to ZB014218 by road starting
at 1515 hrs and closing at 1735 hrs. '

e, it 0200 Hrs 7 Juné Btry B w-s attecked by an estimated Battalion
of the lorth Vietnamese /rmy. One platoon of B1/30 Jrty displaced to
ZB0L1227 ot OLOO hrs where they fired 199 rounds in support of the defense of
Btry B, The battle continued until OBL5 hrs when the enemy broke contect.
Friendly losses were 3 KIA, 21 WI., 1 - MI02 Howitzer dcmoged, 1 - H151
destroyed, 3 - 24 ton trucks d-maged, 3 - panorsnic telescopes drmaged, 1 -
M-2 aining cirele destroyed, and 1 I.Nf‘.rﬂﬂ—lpé radio destroyed. ZIneoy losses
were 87 KIL (BC), 11 - Chi Com grenades, 5 = M26 grenades, 4 rocket launchers
end 3 /K-47 rifles, ..t OB00 hrs Biry C displaced to.ZB 060266 closing et 0900
hrs to render further support to the defenses of Btry B. At 1115 hrs B1,/30
irty (-) cisplaced to ZB060266 closing ot 1145 hrs to reinforce fires of
Btry C.

f. On 8 June B1/30 .rty disploced to ZBOS03L6 by road starting at
1225 hrs ond closing 2t 1500 hrs tc roinforce fires of Btry B. Btry A noved
to ZBO90346 by rood startine at 1807 hrs, ond closing at 1905 hrs. In this
positien B1/30 .rty fired 3 rcristrations, 11 pruparations, 3 illuninaticn
nissions, 18 targets of o, portunity ond 210 H&I nissions, Btry A fired 3
reeistrations, 16 nmerking nissions, 30 torpgets of opportunity, 6 illumination
nmissions, 6 preperations, 9 defensive concentrations, 1 seruuning nission,
and 186 H&lis, : '

g. «t 130100 hrs tosk force 2/320 irty wes formed end given the
additionsl nissions of providing sccurity and convoy escort on Route YELLOW.
The task force consisted of the 2/320th irty, B1/30 irty, 1 CIDG Company,

2 platoons 2/17Cav, ond 1 platoen 4/326 Engrs. The route was initially
securcd by using strong peoints slonpg the route manned by the CIIG company.

on 13 June a mine was discovered on the route, and it wes determined thot
better route security could be provided by indireet fire. From 13 June until
20 June the route wos secured during darkness by a.heavy H&L progren. There
wera no pining incidents after 13 June.

h. On 19 June Btry A displaced to ZBOL1227 at 1255 hrs,

i, On 20 June Btry B and B1/30 /rty disploced to ZBO60266 closing
ot 1840 hrs and 1807 hrs ruspectiyely,
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3. (C) Supply an) idministrction: Originally the batteries deployed
with (3) days rations and a basic load of class V. Batterics were resuppliod
both by convey and helicopter thureafter due to- the tactical situation,

4. (C) Problen .reas:

a. Security of main supply routes: In the initicl phase of the
vpreztion, TF 2d Battelion (.dirborne), 320th irtillery wes formod amd con-
nisted of the 2d Battalion (iirborne), 320th .rtillery Battalion, cne .
CIDG company, two Cavalry platoons, .and one BEngineer plotoon,. The nission
of the attached clements was to provide security for the. bettolion firing
losition and to provide security slony the resu;ply route fron Dak To to
ihe battelion firing position., Aifter a mining ineident on the resupply
1route it was decided to pull 21l of the security elwments in oround the
betlelion firing positions every night and to secure the road at nipht with
@ heavy progran of VT fuze H&I fircs. This schenme proved to be very ef-
fective for it not only prevented future mining incidents, but slso allowed
Tor pgreater security of the firing positions.

b, Security of Bettery Firing Positicns: It was found during this
cperction thet & very close perineter defense is essentinl to battery gecurity,
The perineter should be far enough fron the firing positions to prevent hand
grenades fron reaching the gun crews ond yet close enough to permit z high
tegree of control &f the perineter force in order to facilitate direct artillery
Tire ogeinst the enemy. +“uring the NVi attack on B Battery, 2d Battalion
(Lirborne), 320th Artillery, the insbility to locate the infantry security
vlenents preventec the use of the Beehive round. It is rscommended that the
security eluments with the artillery be placed under the operationzl control
¢f the artillery cormander, %
. \
c¢. Tac idr, /irtillery, Infantry Coordinatiop: ALs in pest operations
of the complexity of this operation, unnecessary lulls in the firing of
ertillery and Tac /ir ocourred, This con be atiributed to nony factors, sane
cf which are: Lack of control by the ground fores commander, poor tining
cn the part of the artillery FO, nission saturcticn of the crtillory FOC, amd
cormunicction difficulties. Upon canpletion of this operation 21l ertillery
1NO's, FO's and the artillery S-3 were assabled and this problsn wes dis-
cussed in deteil, & detailed list of ccuses and recommended sclutions is
teing prepared for discussion with 211 personnel concerned.

d, Mishandling of .rtillery ‘mrunition: This is a subject thet
requires constont cormand supervision. irmo handlers, if not properly
supervised, will danage avmnition. Helicopter lifts to resupply firing
tetteries zre particularly demsging to armunition beccuse of the speed with
which loading and unloading rmst be sccomplished, Dmmoged amrmmition could \
te the cause of sone of the ouzzle bursts that heve occured in RVH,

5. (;3) Lessons Loarnad:

2. Pull-all of the security elenents in and around the srtillery et
firing positions at night ond secure the area arcund the positions with
heavy B&I fires, : .

b. It wos found thot by covering muin suply routes with VT on the
road and quick (Q) on the sides of the road, main supply routes wers more
rapidly opened in the norning. ; LEE ERR R 2T -

c. Surface movement: Only one ‘Battdry di it g the en-
tirs operation wes nmade by helic.pter. 11 other displsenents were overlond #T
rwoves, It was learned thrt kv weing tha rwailsble few vehicles within this
battalion. Support Bat.t.-nl{-;l

-
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that all batteries could be noved overland expeditiously and without incident.
The conclusion is that it is not necessary for this batialion to have prine
oovers for each howitzer as it was originelly believed.
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