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\ll/ a, Dackground - Operation CARENTAN II is a continuation of Operation JEB STULRT
between which there was no time lapse, This was due to the termination of opérational
control of the brigade to the lst Cavalry Division (AM), In view of the precéeding
the origade missions for Operation CARENTAN II were actually assisned during Opcra-
tion JED STU/RT. To facilitate a Letter understanding of the brigade's concept of
operation for the mission which remained to be accomplished during Operation 3
CARENTAN II the brigades posture at the initaiation of CLRENTAN IT will be briefly \
disecussed, On 180800H March the brigade terminated OPCON to the ist Cavalry Div- |
ision (AM) and reverted to the control of its parent division, the 101st Airborne, ™~
At that time the 1st Battalion (Airborne) 327th Infantry had established a medium
firebase astride Hwy 547 (FIREDASE BIRMINGHLM vicinity YD707102) which was access—
ible by road. That portion of Hwy 547 from the brigade eastern boundary west to
FIREDISE DIRMINGHIM had been clearod and a total of seven (7) resupply convoys had
been run without incident, Detadled plans were being developed to seize BLSTUGNE and
establish a heavy firebase at that location, the only mission remaining to e accomp-
lished, (The rock crusher site was being secured by the 2d Dattalion (iirborne),
502d Infantry). All maneuver elements were generally located in eastern AO LEE

’ (see INCL 1, Operation sketch), The 2d Battalion (Airborme), 502d Infantry was
operating in an area north of Hwy 547, west of the SUNG HUONG River and attacking
on an axis of the SONG HOUNG River oriented west-northwest, The 2d Dattalion (Adir-
borne), 327th Infantry was operating in an area south of Hwy 547, west of the S0NG

| HUUNG River and attacking west on an axis of Hwy 547. A1l elements of the 1st Dat-

Y talion (idrborne), 327th Infantry were attacking north-northeast of FIULSE
BIRMINGHAM, "

b, Establishment of FIRED,SE DiSTOGNE:

The concept of operation to establish heavy FIRE3ZISE BISTUGNE was to deploy
the 2d Jattalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry overland into southwestern A0 IEE to
establish a firebase vicinity YD687093 from which the battalion would launch an
attack west,south of Hwy 547 to seize snd secure the critienl terr-in vicinity of
JLSTUGHE.  The 1st Battalion (Adrborne), 327th Infantry would be directed to be
prepared to reorient and attack west from present progitions on an axis »f Hwy 547
north of Hwy 547 to seize selected objectives vicinity of BASTOGNE on order, Upon
seizure of DLSTUGNE and surrounding terrain the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Inf-
antry would air assanlt into 3ASTOGNE (sec inclosure 1), select, establish and sec~
ure the firebase, See INCL'3, for concept ofl Lrtillery Support,
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CEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY -
HEADQUARTERS 2nd BATTALION (AIRBORNE), 502nd INFANTRY

APO SF 96383
AVBD-C 25 April 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Report, Operation JEB STRUART/CARENTAN
(U).
TO: Commanding Officer

1st Bde 101st Abn Div
LTTN: AWBD=C
APO SF 96383

1itieme of Operation; JEB STRUART/CARINT Y

2[JDates of Operation; 070800 lar &8 through 160001 Apr 68

3{Locationt Nam Hoa Province, RVN, (Maps: Vietnam 1:50,000
series L7014 sheets: £541 IV, €441 T.

L Control Headouarters: 2nd Bn (Abn) 502nd Inf.
5(WReporting Officer: LTC Howard H, Danford

6LOTASK ORGANIZATION:

a, Co. A Recondo
Engr Clr Tm Engr Clr Tm
Co, B Bn Control
Engr Clr Tm 3(=)/A/326 Engr
6/2/320 Arty (105)
Ce. C Hort Plat (DS)
Engr Clr Tm IPW, 181 ¥I Deteh,

b. The following changes were made in the task organigation

during the operation:
€Ay (1) 1st & 73T assumed OPCON 2/502 effective OR000L
Mar & released OPCON 181800 Mar £8,

(2) 2/502 assumed OPCON C/1/327 effective 091415 l'ar
& released OPCON 111(35 Mar,

(3) 2/502 assumed OPCON LRRF Team from Div effective

(4) 2/327 assumed OPCCN A Co, effective
& released 280800 Mar. :L-‘Mﬁ‘--ﬂ,gl
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1£1300 Mar & released 280800 lar, Llovp-s#
FERVALS,
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AVBD-G 25 Apr 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After /ctions Report,
Operation JEB STUART/CARENTLN (U).

(5) 2{327 assumed OPCON B Co. effertive 271025 ler
& relemsed 280800 ipr 68,

(¢) 2/502 assumed OPCON 1 P1t 4/3-5 Cavalry effective
280200 Mar & released 1(0001 Apr €8,

(7) 2/502 assumed OPCON B 1/502 effective 151510 Apr
68 & retained control over it at the end of the operation,

(8) 2/502 assumed OPCON A 2/327 effective 1515 Apr &8
& released OPCON effective 160001 Apr 68,

7 fQSUPPORTING FORCES:
a, 7th USLF provided close air support.

b. C/3/320 Arty (DS) fired artillery for the battalien,
including H&I and contact missiens.

e. B/2/11 Arty (155T) (GS) fired artillery for the battalion,
including H&I and Contact missions.

d. 3/L/326 Engr (DS) provided engr tms te each element for
17 construction and EOD missions. The vlatoen reinforced by
other elements of A/326 provided road sweep teams and
assistance in FSB BASTOGNE.

e. B/9 Engr 1 Marine Div provided construction teams to
help build FSB BASTOGNE.

f. Army Lviation, see Inclesure 5

8 fIINTELLIGENCE- Seé Inclosure 1 Intelligence

9(QrIssIoN:
2. Phase I- H hour D day 2/502 deploys by vehicle to assigned
10 conduct corbst operations in zone, be prepared for further
employrent west on order,
b. Phase II- 2/502 established and secured FSD B/STOGIEL vic

of YD £109 to agsonmadateone btry each light, medium and heavy
artillery.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operaticn After Actions Report,
Operation JEB STUART/C/RENT/N (U),

25 fpr 19682

10,€QCONCEPT OF OFERATION:

a, 2/502 was to begin phase I of Operation JER STUART /
C/RENTAN on 8 Mar with B Co. and Mortar plt meving inte
the reck crusher site and adjacent AO to relieve the 1ISMC
and establish minifirebase wvic YD 7413. The following day
A Co., C Co. 2nd Recon were t6 move into respective AOTs
orientating to NE te conduct combet operations with Recen
conducting mainly an ebservation mission from the high
greund in the northern pertion of 2/502 AOD. Upon r=aching
the northern bovndarv 2/502 was to re-srient and attack
SW against a bleck estsblished by 1/327.

11 L9 EXECUTION:

a. 2/502 excuted Operation JEB STUART/CARENTAN in 2 phoses

(1) Phase I: 7-28 Mar £8, During this phase 2/502 mein-
tained security of the rock crusher site/T/C-CP bv
rotating the companies into the TAC-CPF, On 10 Far the
first significant contact was made involving 4, €,

Récon. From this time to the end of phese I signlflcanf
contacts were nade by B Co. and C Co. on combat eperations
against enery in bunker positiens, Artillery DT's and

H&T were used extensively, however gunships were seldem
used due to scarecity in the Divisiopn. Thet‘terrsin wes
rountainous with thick jungle and tall canepy on the westerm
porticn of the AC. In the north there were high barren
nountain ridges. On 23 Mar A Co. came under COPCON 2/327,
B-Co, was azlso put underOPCON 2/327 on 27 Mar, Phase I
ended on 28 Mar when the 2/502 minus A and B Ce. were
heliborne inte FSB BASTOGNE and ! and B Co, were returned
te 2/502 control,

(2) Phase II: 28 Mar~ The 2/502 had to devote most of

its effert in preparation of FSB B'STOGNE, Initially €

Co. #nd Recon were sent eut inte azssigned L0's with beth
making deily smsll centacts with the enemy, The remtrinder
of the 2/502 concentrated on building the defenses of

FSB BASTOGNE2nd providing security fer the three different
sized artillery units. C Ce. was replaced by & Ce, in

the SE and made the first majer centact with enemy,
drawing B Co, to 1ts =id.
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SUBJECT: Cembat Operstions After Actions Repert,
Operation JEZB STUART/CAENT/N (U)

Afterwsrds L Co., returned te the TAC=CP and B Co., centinued
combat operations it the AOQ, C Co, replaced B Ceo, in the AO
orientated to the W and continued combat eperatiens until
the end of Phase II, All companies where given cenvey;j
security missions aleng Mwy 547 into B’STOGNE, with C Ce.
springing an enemy ambush, Convoys were made teo BASTOGNE
mainly to bring in the heavy artillery pieces and the

heavy engineer eguipment. Additional units of cormrmnicatioms
and artillery were deployed to BASTOGNE eventually doubling
the size of the FSB. Phase II ended on 160001 Apr €8
when the 1/101 Abn Div began Operation DELAZWARE,

(b) During phase I extensive combat operations were con-
ducted by 211 the maneuver elements, with enly several majer
contacts, During phase II only limited corbat operstions could
be conducted, because the FSB had to be constructed. Alse
due to its size it teck two companies to secure it hewever
more major contacts were made with the enemy during nhase
II. During Phase II all the companies securing Hwy 547 fer
convoys, had the use of the platcen from A/3/5 €3valry

thus greatly increasing their firepewer and rebility. The
Cavzlryplateon was alse used to reinforecs the Recendes

ence and B Co. once during their majeor engagments,

(e) Although 2/502 centinued te operate from FSB B’STOCNE
Operation JEB STUART/CARENTAN terminated 152L0CH Apr 68
and the battalien began Operation TELAWARE,

12(YSIGNIFICANT ACTIONS:

(1) 1014LH Mar (8 Recendes vic YD 741272 saw 2 VC running
frem a hooch, fired them up with negative results, At 101515 °
vic YD 735175 Recondos recieved nachine gun and smell arms
fire from an estaninated compsny sized force, Recondos
maneuvered and began to recieve mertar and suspected .50

cal fire. Celled in 4 gunships strikes and artillery., At
101625H A Co., began to move to relieve Recondes and recieved
machine guny mortar, SA and grenades vic YD 734173 frem
estimated company size elements dug in, 7t 101800F C Ce, was
air assulted from A0 to vic ¥D 735172 te assist A Co,

and Recondos., Effected link-up with Alpha and Recondos

at 101850H, Allunits contacts broken at 1019454, On 11 Msr 68
A Co., Recondos and C Co, swept area of previous days con-
tacts, Results: 4 US KEA, 32 US WHi; € NVA Kia 1 Deteinee. CIA
4 AFDLIRIG, 2 K 47, 25KS CIA : '

(2) 201130H Mar (8 C Co. engaged estimated souad sized force
with 2 plts, maneuvered elements and then engaged estimated
plt size ferce in bunkers, Line of bunkers extended frem YD
£83122-£82132-677125, Results: 7 US WHA, 1 NVA KIA, Captured 1
RPD.

P
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SUBJECT: Cembat Oper tion After Adbions Report,
Operation JEB STUARF SARENT/AN (U)

25 Lpr 1968

(3) 2011 Mar €8 B Co, pabtrol vic YD (68130 sipted 4-5
NV.i. B C&  ineuwvered to cent=ct vic YD £7112¢€ where it ran
inte 2 bi  *~heeth complex znd csme under intense AW'& SA
fire. Also . cieved appreximately 30 22rm mertar reunds
plus RPG and rifle grerades. B Ce. continued to maneuver

en enemy but had to break contact at 1615 fer vprepretion ef
night defense pesition, Results: 1 US KHA, 15 US WHA, 11

¥C KIA.

(4) 310905H Mar €8 C Ce. vic YD (07086, 3rd Plt engaged
squad sized enemy force. Results L US WH!, 7 NVA KI., cantured,
1 RPG, 2 AK=47, 2 SKS and documents.,

(5) 021115H Apr £8 Reccndes vic YD £€27087, engaged unknewn

sizes enery force in 2 bunkers. Also recieved ‘gswordtic SA

fire fron SW. Reinforced Recendeos was with 3/5 Cav. plt and
a plt from B Co, These elerents maneuvered up the hill

agalnst “ene s overrunning the bunkers,
Hesults: e J?WLA, 2 r}ﬁ %,, captured 1 AK-4L7.

(&) OLO705H Lpr (8, A Co, vic YD 633074 began a two day

long contact with a major sized NVA force., Initially, 2

NVA were engaged while recenning the well-used trail feund
the previous evening, At 1337H vic YD (27077 lead plt roving
W-SW down a finger csme in behind an enery ambush of aghx
20-30 NVA in 2 lecations, Engaged eneryy with SA while enemy
returned fire with AW, SA grenades, and HMG, At 1540H in
seme area a medetagcﬂﬁpper was shot down by enemy reckets
while cenducting a heist dusteff for A Co. On the fellewing
day Q€55H wvic YD 629076 A Co, recieved 5A fire while cenducting
a "mao minmbe ' to expond the perimeter, Threugheut this day

. A Co. centinued te recieve sniper and AW fire, RPG and 82mm

mertar fire. B Ce. departed TACCF 0§1725H B Ce. moved to
reinferce i Ce, Durlng this day it had 7

separate cantacts en trails leading inte . Ce, perimeter, B
Ce. clesed with ! Co, late that afternoen and fermed s Jokuot
perimeter for the night. On 8 ipr the twe cemmanies expanded
the perimeter and ccmpleted the medevac, then moved back
te the TAC-CP., Results: 2 US KHA, 30 US "HA, 21 NVA KIA,
captured 3 MK-47, 2 SKS.

(7) 101015H fLpr 68 C Co. vic YD (39098 with the 3/5 Calvary
plt on a convey security mission en Hwy 547, recieved AW

and RPG from an unknewn size enery force in the tree line on
the north side, Engaged the enemy with SA, AW, arty, mertears,
fire power from the Calvery Plt end Light Fire Tearms,

Continued to recieve enery SA and RPG fire, Also several reunds
of mcrtars-unknown size. C Co. with Calvary P1t assaulted

and teck the treeline. Later the enemy tried a counter-

attzclk but wes beaten boack. Results: 3 US WHA. 9 HNVA KIA,
captured: 1 RPG, 1 RPD, 3 AK-A7, 2 SKS,

e
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SU%&ECT: Corbat Operstirns After Actions Report,
Oper-ticn JEB STUART/C/IUNTAN (U)

25 Lpr 1968

(8) 111045H B Co. vic YD ¢14080 spotted 2 NVA in green uniferms
roving along Wiy 547. They engaged the enery with S&, AW

and M=79 but with negative results, At 1155 B Co. hesrd digping.
While B. Co. (=) wrs meving up to contact area they came under
mortar fire at 1230H from YD 597078. Counter mertar firewas
placed on this grid by artillery and mertsrs, Alse, an
ijrmediate airstrike was cslled, with two flights put in at

this lecstion. At 1340H the plstoen from £/3/5 Colvery was dis-
patched to aid B Co, Comtact continued until 1610H with the
enemy in the treeline firing S4, [, and RPG's. At 1530H

B Co. found 2 fresh graves vic YD 605080, with NVA killed by
artillery. Results: 16 US WHA, 3 NVA KIA (2 rrty).

12[0Results -

a. 2/502 effectively accerolished its missien during
Operation JEB STU/RT/CARENTAN. It sccured the rock crusher
site and rmade significant contects with the enery fercing him
to sustain significant lesses in personnel, and wesnens,

He was forced to rove his base area to avodd contact.
2/502 managed to establish heavy rsB BASTOBRE | in the desired
time lirdt.

b. The following lesses were inflicted in the eneny:

(1) KIA (Confirmed)
(2) KIA (Proboble)
(3) vCs (Captured)

ololol®

(4) NVA (Cpptures) 0

(5) Crew served weapons captured 0O
(6) Individual werpons captured A7/
(7) fice destroyed 250 1bs

c. Friendly losses resulting from combat oper=tien:

(1) KHA US 11
(2) WHA US 113 (122 Medivac)
(3) Eguiprent destroyed or lest NONE

13fOADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
a, Supply: Inclesure 3 Supply

b, Personnel and Administrative: Incleosure 2
Administratien.

c. Medical: Belew are the medical statistices fer
Operation JiB STUART /CARENTAN , from 8 Mar 1967 te
1¢ LApr 1968,
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