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DEF/RTMENT OF THE 47MY
HrADQUARTERS 2D BATIALION (ALRBORN: ), 5020 INeANTRY
APU ST 96347
AVED-CO 10 Beptisher 19466

o L SR

SUBJECT: After Acction neport, Operation Lk PAUL JOUES

TO: Commanding General
st Brigade, 10lst Airboire Division
ATTN: AVED-C
APO SF 96347

1. General:
a. Name of Operation: JUHN PAUL JONES,
b. Dates of Operation: 719 July 2‘;.966 te. - September 1966,
c¢. Location: PHU YEN 2--=ince,
d, Control iiQ: Hgs, 2d Bn (Abn), 5024 Infantry,
e. Reporting Cfficerr FRANK L. DIETRICH, LIC, Infantry.

2. Task Organization: The task orgauization is listed in 2/502d Infanti
COPORIS 51-66, 5666 and 57-66,

3. Supporting Forces:

8. aval gunfire supmert was provided by one destroyer and or TSME
(rocket ship) o: *the U.5. Tth Fleet, On 2Z170UH Juli, Lie rocket ship proviced
a very effeetive: c-nlanned LZ preparation in conjunction with artillery
flres. This LZ preparation was the most effective naval gunfire suppart this
battalion has had to date. In addition, a naval gunfire LZ preparation wu
fired on 2 August during Phase II in support of an airmobile assault conduct:.
by B Company.

b, Army aviation support was requested and utilized, daily. €. sev-
eral occasions, especially during Phase V, requests for air suppart were made
for immediate needs and changes in the tactical situation and were honored im-
mediately and effectively, During Operation JOHN PAUL JONES seven battalion
(=) moves and six separate company moves were accomplished in a timely and
highly efficient manner,

¢. Engineer support was required on several occasions to clear and

. improve LZ's., At times they were used in a combat infantry role and performed

in a highly efflcient manmer,
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de Tactical alr was requested and wsed during Phase &V of The wpere
ation, The response was immedlate and very effe:tive,

€. Artillery was used throughout the operation. Several tines ar-
t1llery was used most eftestively to bloci eneuy rouies of withdrawal untll
ground troops could be moved into blocking positions. At all times supporting
artillery fires were timely and effective,

4e Intelligence:

8« Fhase I: Ibe lest friendly miis to operate in the Vung Ro. Bay
area were clements of the 2/327th Infamtry and 39th Englneers who were ther:
in April and made no enemy contact, There were nc indications of significant
enemy activity at the time the 2/502d Infantry was commltted. The 2/502 Zound
no indications of significant VC activity In Vung Ro Bay area,

b, Phase II: The 2/502d Infantry exploited a B-52 raid which was
planned on a suspected NVA base camp and a suspected battelion slze unit loca-
tion, MNo significant contact was made, nor were indications of VU activity
found, . _

¢. Phase III: The 2/502d Infantry was committed into an area through
which elements of the 95th NVA Regiment might excape from sweep operation by
1/327¢h Infentry.  Many disorganized NVA and VC troops were encountered, Enemy
killed, documents, ID cards, and PO¥ statements indicated the NVA were elemente
of the 56lst NA Artillery Battalicn, [Iwo 71B radios, one commercial radio,
120mn mortar references, and meteorclogical equipment were captureds

d. Phase IV: The 2/502d Infantry began execution of security mieslon
wvieinity TUY HQA South Airfield with indications that VC would step up terror-
ism, attempt grenade attack of the airfield, mine roads, and possibly mortar
the 39th Engineers base camp, There were instances of sniping., Two VC were .
eaptured in a village sweep CQ 238348 on 21 August. On 28 August a sweep of
the village at OF 24531 was conducted to exploit agent reports that a VC pla~
toon was operating there, No contact was made, but VC personnel roster and
anti-American propaganda were found., In addition, villagers stated that 10
VC with weapons were in the village the night before. On 29 August a company
(+) size sweep was conducted vicinity of CQ 1636, based on information that
3040 VC had been cultivating the fields at that location for the past year,
Four VC were contacted, one of which was hit and seen dragged away.

e. Phase V: Prior to this engagement, elements of the 18B Regiment
were reportedly located in the vicinity of Van Hoa and fleeing south from
converging free world forces. On 1 September, A Company found what is believed
to be an enemy way station consisting of 15 huts at BQ 915515. Fortificatioms
were found at BQ 933493 and BQ 926497. The latter were freshly dug and con-
structed, On 4 September, A Company had oontact with an unkmown size enemy
force. As a result of the engagement 5 WA were killed and 4 AK-47 rifles, 4
RPD machine guns, 1 SKS carbine, mmerous hand grenades and small arms emmuni-
tion were captuwred. This action took place when A Company came upon an enemy
bettalion size base camp, The element engaged was belleved to be of the 188
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NVA Regiment, On 5 September, A Company captured cne NVA soldler believed i
be of the 18B NVA Regiment, Although therc wad evidence of enemy activiiy In

the area, his troops were well dispersed and broken dowm into small elements,
The enemy did not seem to be aggressive and cluded all contact. Indicatlons

are that his unite hav: a grea® d:al of Alscase and - shortage »f foode

5. Mission: The 2d Battalion, 5024 Infantry was given the following
misgions during the five phases of Cooration JOHN PAUL JONES, as follows:

a, Phase I: 19 July through 30 July; TF 2/502 infiltrates Vung
Ro Bay area, secure and hold IST sites at CG 268226 and CQ 280230; clear raile-
road tunnel vieinity CQ 265235; clear and secure Highway 1 from CQ 268220 to
cQ 62%2&2; seize and secure bridges along Highway 1 between 0Q 263228 and CQ
25 .

b. Phase II: 2 August through 3 August, 2/502d Infantry exploit
two B=52 strikes vicinity BQ 962912 afd BQ 003263,

c. Phase III: 1 August through 15 August, 2/502d Infantry provides
one company to secure & 2/320th Artillery vicinity BQ 787802 from 281320H Aug-
ust until relieved, 2/502d () on 30 minute slert to exploit any enemy contact.

d. Phase IV: 17 Augus® through 30 August, 2/502d Infantry provides
"Stay Behind® force in Ky Lo Valley for approximately 7 days; provides secur—
ity for & 2/320th Artillery in AO for approximately 7 days, relieves lst
Battalion, 2d KMB on 17 August 1966; protects and defends the followings:

(1) Bridges at coordinates CQ 182399, CQ 184393, CQ 201350, and
CQ 225368,

(2) TUH HOA South Airfield vicinity CQ 208430 commencing 19 Aug-
ust 1966,

(3) Engineers work parties and Engincers clearing routes yellow
and black of mines beginning at BMNT daily.

(4) On order provides security for Engineer work parties con-
structing 28th ROK Regiment base camp vieinity CQ 2635 and provides one rifle
company for TF BRAVO. .

e. Phese V: 30 August through 5 September, the 2/502d Infantry:

- (1) Continued present mission of security TUY HOA South Air-
field, bridges in AO vicinity coordinates CQ 182399; CQ 184393 and CQ 225368,

(2) Provided two rifle companies (+) to conduct search and de-
stroy operations in Sector GEMINI in mutual cooperatlon with USSF Det A-221
(TASK FORCE MIKE),

3
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6. Concept of Operation:

a. Phase I: Company B infiltrates by airmobile assault on D=3 1930H
to LZ's west of Vung Ro Bay, secures north end of tunnel and high ground west
of Highway 1, leaving stay behind ambushes enroute, D-day, Co A and Co C con-
duct airmobile assault to Vung Ro Bay, A Co secures high ground east of High-
way 1, Co C clears tunnel, Highway 1 in AO, and secures bridges between CQ
263228 and CQ 256248« From D-2 0700H RECONDO Flatoon is lead element of Bat-
talion ReadyReaction Force and will be located at 117th Aviation Battalion CP
on 20 minute stand=by to support Co B, Co A is second element of Battalicn
Ready Reaction Force and will be prepared to move on 1 hour notice. Co-C 1s
third element of Battalion Ready Reaction Forece and will be prepared to move
on 1 hour stand=by, For details see paragraph 3 and operations overlay of
2/502d OPORD 52-66,

ba Fhase II: 2/502d exploits B-52 raids on 020630H with 3 rifle
companies conducting airmobile assaults on multiple LZ's and sweeping target
zones utilizing RECONDO CEHCKERBOARD operations. A 1/327 under OPCON CO 2/502
acts as Battalion reserve, RECONDO Platoon, Mortar Platoon and Tac CP conduct
heliborne assault to LZ Joan BQ 97.880. MNaval gunship preparation of 1Z's
conducted 020650H -~ 020750H August and assault gunship preparation of 1Z's im-
mediately prior to assault, One demolition team, each attached to A, B, and
C Co's, and 3rd Platoon (-), A/326th Engineers attached to Tac CP effective
020500H August 1966. TFor details see paragraph 3 and operationsl overlay of
2/502d Infantry OPORD 54-66.

' ce Phase III: A 2/502d to conduet heliborne assault vieinity BQ
787802 on & August to secure area for A 2/320th Artillery. When relieved of
artillery security mission, A 2/5024 comes under OPCON of 1/327. 2/502d
Infantry (=) on 30 minute alert for commitment. Should 2/5024 Infantry (-)
be committed, A 2/5024 reverts to 2/502d4 (-) control. For details see para-
graph 3 and operations overlay of 2/502d Infantry OPORD 56-66.

d. Phase IV: 2/502d (-) departs Ky Io Valley AO commencing 15 Aug-
ust via airmobile extraection. HRECONDO Flatoon remain in AO as "Stay Behind®
force vieinity BQ 7072, A Co provides security for A 2/320th Artillery vie-
inity BQ 786803 until relieved. 17 August, Co B moves by truck to vieinity
CQ 220329 and CQ 246353 and effect relief of lst Battalion, 2 KMB, 18 Au,%—
ust Co A moves by truck to vieinity CQ 197431, and effects relief of KMB )
of TUY HORL South Airfield, 17 August, TF BRAVO will move by truck and heli-
copter to Vung Ro Bay AO and will effect relief of 2/327th Infantry, For
details see paragraph 3 and operational overlay of 2/502d Infantry OPORD 57-66.

e, Fhase V: B Company relieve A Company of perimeter security ef=-
fective 021200H September 1966 and secure bridges vicinity coordinates CQ
182399, CQ 184393 and CQ 225368, A Company conducts heliborne assault 301330H
Eugust 66 at BQ 923503 and conducts RECONDO CHECKERBCARD in sector, Tac CP
helilifted to BQ 947421 301430 August 1966. Co C conducts heliborne assault
310740H kugust 1966 at CQ 886495 and conducts RECONDO CHECKERBOARD in sector,
RECONDO Platoon is helilifted to BQ 947421 at 310840H August 1966 and assumes
Battalion IRF. Co B continues to secure TUY HOA South Airfield and Bde (~)
perimeter,

s 4 T
( ONKL ;,y’f’ﬁ/?-a’tf/



Repraduced_ from the Unclassfied | Declassified Heldings of the National Archives

e

ol e
DECLASSIFIED . | '
ﬂmlhoriryw | {.?L-ﬂ/ ._,f-'d; {_{é-"ﬂ/?"',‘, t{

- . 10 September 1966
SUBJECT: After Action Report, Operation JCHN PAUL JONES

Te IExecutlon:

Operation JOHN PRUL JONES, 19 July 1966 through 5 September 1966 was
conducted in Phu Yen Province in five separate phases: Fhase I in the Vung
Ro Bay area south of TUY HOA, Phase II North of TUY AN, Phase III in the Ky
Io Valley, Phase IV in vicinity of TUY HQL South Airfield and Vung Ro Pay,
and Phase V in the Phong Hau (1) area and north of the Ba Valley.

On 21 July 1966 2/502d Infantry initiated operation JOHN PAUL JONES
with B Company moving by heliborne assault to two L&'s west of Vung Ro Bay,.
The Bettalion (~) remained at TUY HOA as a ready relief force while Company B
searched and cleared from the west to the east of Highway 1, Co B made no
contact, and secured the highground west of Highway 1, and LZ sites at CQ
268225 and CQ 290234 by the evening of 23 July 1966,

At 2407158 July 1966 2/502d (-) moved by heliborne assault to LZ's
secured by Go B, All elements seized and secured objectives and LTC Emerson
declared Vung Ro Bay secured for 39th Engineer Battalion to begin 1ts con-
struction mission. The first IST landed at 250645H July 1966.

Companies 4 and C continued to secure thelr objectives, with elements
conducting RECONDO CHECKERBOARD operations in the AO, No contact was mede,
The RECONDO Platoon conducted & search operation along the railroad from the
tumnel at CQ 265235, south to CQ 222180 on 26 July., The 3rd Flatoon, Co A
326th Engineers cleared the minefleld at CQ 268231.

On 280930H July 1966, Co C returned to TUY HOA South Alrfield via
heliborne movement. On 29 July 1966 the RECONDO Platoon and Mortar Flatoon
returned to TUY HOA, On 30 July the 2/502d (-) returnmed to TUY HOA South
Xirfield having been relieved in Vung Ro Bay AO by 2/327th Infantry and
bringing Phase I of Operation JOHN PAUL JONES to a close.

On 31 July 1966 and 1 August 1966 the 2/502d Infantry prepared for
Phase II of operation JOHN PAUL JOMES, On the eveming of 1 August 1966 the
2/5024 Infantry was given the mission of exploiting two B-52 railds 0206000
Iugust 1966, The heliborne assault was made without incident and the bomb
target zones were searched with no significant contacts or enemy sightings
mede. 4 Company reported 1 VC KIA (BC) and B Co 1 VO KIA (BC). Small amounts
of documents and equipment were found, All these were evacuated to Brigade,.
On 030825H August 66 the 2/502d Irfantry began extraction to TUL HOA South
Airfield, closing at 031515H August 66, and ending Phase II of Operation JOHN
PAUL JONES, At this time the 2/502a Infantry began preparation for commdtment
as IFFV Reserve,

From 4 August 1966 through 9 August 1966 the 2/502d Infantry trained
and prepared for commitment as IFFV Reserve. On 071940H August, Company B
was committed to secure an artillery position at O 134524.

On 091030H August 1966 the 2/502d Infantry was alerted for commit-
ment and Company B was relieved at its artillery security misslion at 1145
hours, At 1220 hours Company C began helibtorne assault to BHQ 716673, followed
by Co B at 1445 hours to BQ 596712 and Co A at 1700 hours to BQ 602660,

CoNfidzpd s 7L - L
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Co A dlled 1 VC (BC) on 9 August, but no other significant eomtact
was made that day.

During tb: po-iod 10 August 2556 thiough 15 fuagust 1966, the 2/5C2d
Infantry conducted CHECKERBOARD operatlons ia the viainity of the Ky Lo Valley Vv
with several smzll coutacts resuliing in 18 VG XBGF (iu), 2 7CC, 5 US WIA, 4 iV
US KIA, and 15 weapons captured. On 1507307 Lugrst 1966, 2/502d Infantry (-)
began extraction to TUY HQ® South Airfield, closing at 2130 hours, The RECONBO
Flatoon remeined vieinity Bl 7072 wnde.. the TPCON »7 Brigade. This eitrzutlon
brought Fhase IIT of Operation JOHN PAUL JORES to & close.

Lfter returning to TUY HOA South Airfield on 15 August, 2/5024 Inf-
antry (-) prepared to assvme 3:s:arity mission frow 2nd KMB on 171200H August
1966,

On 170800H August 1966 the command of the 2/502d Infantry was re-
Iinquished by LTC Henry E. Emerson and assumed by LTC Frank L. Dietrich. A%
0930 hours 2/502d (=) began relief of 2nd KMB in security of TUY HOA South
Adrfisld., Co C ceme under OPCON of Brigade as TF BRAVO securing Highway 1 anc
Tung Ro Bey, Rellef of 2nd KMB was eompleted I81145H August 1966, _

During the pe:iod 17 August throvgh 30 August 1966 the 2/502d Inf-
antry executed an intensive small “iiit wizperns treimiig and tactles program
concvrrent with secu-lty missions,

The RECONDO Pletoon eontinued its "Stay Behind” missiem in Ky Io Val-
ley under the OPCON of 3Brigade until 2/ August when 1t returned to TUI HOA
South and 2/5071 control, While under the BGrigade OPCON the RECCNDO Flatoon
aiphted mmerous groups of mixed NVA and VC persomnel and killed 4 NVA (BC)
troops.

On 29 August 1966 TASK FORCE MC FADDEN (comprised of 2 platodns of
A Co, a platoon of B Co, the RECONDO Platoon, and 2 EF Platoons) swept a suse
pected VC agricultural area vicinity CQ 1636,

On 30 August 66, 2/502d (-) was 1ifted into Phong Hau-l AO to provide
a blocking force for elements of the 1£R Reglmen' escaping to the south, 4 Co
conducted RECCNDO CHECALRBOARD Operations mortheast to Xuan Son (1) with neg-
ative contact; B Co continues to securc iFe (=) perimeter; C Co movcl southe
west to search high grousi aorth of Ngan Dien (CQ 897471) with regetive contact;
Recondo Flatoon concucied a heliborne assault from vieinity Phong Hau-l to Cam
Thae (2) (CQ 999396) and swept north to CQ 005447 with negative tontact.

On 1 September 66, A Co discovered 15 huts and several groups of fort-
ifications in the vicinity of Xuan Son (1), however the unit had negative
contact; C Co began to sweep back to the northeast and hed regative contact;
Recondo FPle toon continues to sweep rorth bat had negative contact.

On 3 September A Co was helilifted to 10,000 meters to the east tc
search the high ground viecinity BQ 98/9. Both A and C Co's had negative
enemy contact. Recondc Flatoon returned southemst to Tac (P and encountered
a booby trap vielnity BQ 955433 resulting in 4 US WIA,
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On 4 September, A Co made contact with an unknown size force vicinity
BQ 999517 resulting in 5 NVA KIA and 2 RED machine guns, 3 AK-47 submachire
guns and numerous rounds of ammuhition captured, One platoon of B Co was in-
serted as a follow-up force into the area occupied by 2nd Squadron, 8th Cave
alry, This platooir had contact with one VC resulting in one VC KIA and one US
carbine ceptured, C Co conducted a heliborne assault on multiple LZ's located
vieinity CQ 020495 and CQ 026847 with negative contact,

On 5 September A Co had contact with unknown size enemy force at BQ
999517 resulting in 1 NVAC and 1 NVA KIA and 1 AK-,7 captured. Another contact
with 7 enemy later that day produced negative results, At 051830H September
1966, B Co was relieved of security for Bde (-) perimeter by lst Bn, 22nd
Infantry and conducted a heliborne assault at BQ 980598 with negative contact.
C Co conducted a heliborne assault on multiple IZ's located at CQ 012513 and
conducted RECONDO CHECKERBOARD t¢ northeast with negative results,

8. Results:
Frie Losses: g
KIA: 6 VC KBGF iBC;: 33
WIA: 13 VC KIA (EsT): ©
VCC: 6

Wpns/Equipr 22 indiv wpns, 6 crew served
wpns, 9 75mm rnds, 3,000 rnds
small arms ammo, 25 packs, 1
mortar sight, 2 7IB radios, 1 _
commereial radlo, 7 pack horses,
several meteorlogical instru-
ments, gunners quadrant,

9, Administrative Matters:

b e : During FPhase I, in the mountains vicinity Vung Ro Eay,
a great deal of difficulty was encountered in the re-supply of water since
the HUl-D helicopters could not hover to lower water contalners (metal and
plastic 5 gallon cans) which would burst if simply dropped.

18, Special Equipment and Techniques:

One opportunity arose during Phase III to use €8 gas dispersed
by Army Aviation, The reaction time was one hour and forty minutes, and when
the requested equipment arrived the opportunity for its use had been lost,

11, Commanders Analysis:

as Reactlon tlme for employment of rlot comtrol agents with airborne
disperser 1s too long for effective employment, During a contact in the Ky Io
Valley area with a reinforced NVA squad equipped with automatic wespons, our
Recondo Platoon came upon an excellent opportunity to employ rist control
agents. The terrain was a deep narrow ravine which was heavily vegetated, 4
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