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AVAD-C 12 February 1966
SUPJECT: After Actisn Report Operation OSO0BUSH Feb 66 to OBLL4SH Feb 46

TC: Commanding Ceneral . .
1st Brigade 171st Alrberne Division -
ATTN: AVAD=C
AP0 US Forces 94347

1. 'General:
. Yame of Oneatint /A '
g mtau'ur oﬁ&uuan- 060RL5K Peb 66 to umuusu Feb 66
e Inna.t-ium 'rm' Hml m DB?Z&?
da Ebntrnl 31: Ii; 2}5& _
0s Rlprti.ng tﬂ’fio-rl"ﬂmry E. Eﬂlﬂﬂn‘ H‘u Col cnmur.lihg

2, Task Orglniﬁ)nlﬁ.g: _ ‘HI,A -
3. Suppqrtlng’ Fnz-cl:a}_i".': ey "

s 320 :
.u.% Mort nﬁ'lthzrjsm
L8th Awn

Tac Mr {Iiﬁ.i. m)

npport.i. fmn were “imely and very effe Thirteen
{13) |m:rt.1u of Ta: olr sup'n:gt were used to maximum. ad::t{tago. a.dr support
was apontanecusly and immediately czlled f'or when units were impaded by asutomatie .
weapons fire. Troon 1ift helicopters sufficent to helilifh oma tl'j platoon of
!3 2/502 and. subsequently two (2) additional platcons from C 2/502 were .

tim dispstched and, though LZ's were changed enroute qrfntud nmnth
nlg plek up arﬂ t!;lh'nry of trcops to das:lgna m“s _

Into]liguma 'mewfi‘rnnd ramrta 1ndicatad that PM:'IG Eﬁ ug 'Ine_.

vie 0 {ues with the niasion sscuring rice during ‘the

harvest. Tlemerts of the- th arr 5th PAVN. Ttagt wars An prepaped . 'nnsitinm ﬂc -'
FAMLET MY LA™ CQ 094280, This terrain around the HAMLET was open rice paddies

with, &nt.emtt-nt drainage canals and ditches, The WAMLTT was heavily vegetated

H‘ith‘hangih: groves ard tal) trecs., . The weather was generally oclear during the

day with a full moeon at night. ~ F i 1 3 :




-

uthority NAD ETS Sf"fq

g G T EREE Deciasifd Hoings o e NatehlAvchives

" DECLASSIFIED |
Haiaes 12 February 1966
After Action Report Overation 060845H Feb 66 to ps1ulsH Feb 66 (Cont'd)

£, Mission: Continue survelllance over routes of egress and averuss of
approach into TACR GOLD to protect rice harvesters and deny VC apcess to rime
harvest areas; continue aggressive RECONDO Patrolling to-detect.and. fix yc
Forces and/or facilities for exploftation using CHRCKRTBCARD goncept of operation.

6. Concept of Operation: Tach company conducted -wigerous NICONDO Fatrelling
in accordance with Bn Patrol Flan ( INCLOSURE I RECONDO Fatrel Flan). Flatoon
() CHECKERBOARDED behind selected RECONDO Fatrols to exploit enemy targets within
their capabilities and/or fix larger VC Undts until CHUCKTRBOARD Units could
reinforce or & reinforcing helicopter assault .could be conducted. CHECKERBCARD
Operations tock Flace on successive nights with the Flatocns {=) moving to areas
rroaviously cccupled by RECCNDO Tatrols and the RECONDC Patrols moving on to other
dosignated locations, This process normlly continues over a thres (3) to five
(5) day peried. i

' 7. Fxecution: 2/502 (=) corducted CHECKERBCARD Operatlons in TACR GOTD with
B 2/502 cporating in the Scuth Eastern Sector, After suffering 2 WIA casualties
from AT mines, B Company's RECUNDO Flatoon (-) was instructed to wait for daylight,
and then to move to its subsequent loecation., While conducting this daylight maove,
RECONIC Tlatcon (=) belame sngaged vie coord CQ 087297 with a VC Force estimatod
initially to be one (1) VC Flatoon, and subssquently estimated to be & e
Conpany. This engagement developsd into a major operation when a secord platcon '
from B 2/502 moved overland to reinforce the RECONDC element in contaot and lemplolt
Sy hitting the VC Force'dn its Northern flank. ' The third rifle platossi of B 2/502
hen conductod a helicopter 'assault wic ecord C2 027287 to block ‘tHe ‘Séuthern -

vl Wostern flark of the VC Force. Each platoon subsequently became ergdgsd
doveloping tho cutline of the VC position. During this period the first of
thirteen (13) sortiss 'of TA® airstrikes hit the target area. Although the VC
Force was now eontained B 2/502 lacked sufficient combat power o overrun 1t and

¢ 2/502 (=), consisting of ‘two (2) rifle platoons and Co Hq conducted a helicopter
assault 16 the South, Vie corrd CQ 087287 with the mission of sweeping Worth and
blotiing retreat or reinforcement of the trapped VO Ferce. The VC Force, solidly
en“rancheéd with mitually supporting AW pesitions,.fought tepaclously and

pro fosticnally throughout the ground action ard alr stries. The fierce _
defeass, together with tha recovery of an apparent PAVN KIA body was an indication
that the engaged enemy force was, in fact, the 95th PAVN Unit roportly im the area.
Later inielligendeireports confirmed’the PAVN identity. Co B 1/327 was alerted
for! possible employment, prepared for a haliborne assault and massage of OFCON

to 2/502. ‘Co.B-andiCo C (=), 2/502 linked at 1850 hours effectively ending ’
further rosistance of the trapped PAVN Férce, B 1/327 2 n its helicopter 1ift,
arriving on andZ secured by B 2/502, at aprroxdimately 3&; hours, A Task Force,
congisting of B 2/502, C 2/502 (=), and B 1/327; T X0 commanding, was orzanized,
swopt the Battlefield and'secuted a perimeter in this area of engagement at
wp-ﬁlrmd.mtaﬁ'mtﬁzmﬁﬂ' Feb 664 No further attion took plage during the night. The
restlts of the engagement were 39 VC KIA (BC), 15 VC K fmﬂ, and 15 VO WIA -
(E5T7, , Various types of equirmént and sevéral woapons wore taken. Most of the
bodies found wore uniformes and black leathor belts with stars on the buckles, an
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& Aftor Action Repert Overation 0S0%SH Feb 25 to 0R1L45 Feb 66 (Cont'd)

additional indication that thev wers FAVN, &t OR4S hours, 7 Feb 66 B 2/502

and € 2/502 (-) conducted a sweep to return to Bn Dase Area. B 2/502 returned
directly West with nc encounters on the way and clesedin-its base area at
071030H Feb 66, C 2/502 (.) swept wide to the South to search an area from which
sniper fire was roceived on & Feb 86 and encountorsd another well antrenchod VC
Force vic coord CQ 090261 estimated initially to be one (1) Flatcon. C 2/502 (-)
marmuevered aggressively, developed the action, and closed off threo (3) sides of
the position, each approximately 150 meters leng, 1/327 committed Co B and
Tigor Force to the flank and rear and £o.C 2/502 (-) vassed to GFCON 1/327. 4
vizious action ensued throughout the 'remainder of tho day. The VC Force, by all
indications, was probibly a Heavy Weapons Company or a relnforced Rifle Company.
The rosults of the day long engagement were 63 VC ¥IA (BC) and sixty (60)
weapens captured. Of this total, € 2/502 (~) accounted for 18 VG KIx (BC) 'and
7( waaveons captured, € 2/502 (-'.l was released from OFCON 1/327 at 1415 heours
anil returned to its base area wic ieocord €3 050309 at 1515 hours.® The return of
€ 2/502 («) concluded 2/502 Infantry participation in the engagsment. The
friendly losses in this oneration were: 8 KIA, 43-WIk #rom the 2d Bn (ibn),
S0EL Infantry. Enemy losses as a result of 2d Bn (Abn), 502d Infantry during
“.is operation were: 1 CIA, 57 KTA (BC), 15 WIA (BST), 15 KIa (=ST), 30 weanons
s mred including AK 47's and 1light machine gun, FRC/10, switch board, and a
Tar» quantity of LEE. :

8. Results:
M _r_w&@___'&w ses
8 KIA GARY Cla-
43 WIA | T 57 ¥IAx (BC) -
15 wIy (EST)
15 ¥IA (EST)

© 30-wequons including &K W7's a
llg;:qmchiﬁe gu.m..mq . i
FRe/10
Switch board =~
large quantity of 1EE

‘Iuinstrative Matters:
8. . Supplyt

(1) Routine resupply was requested twenty fowr (24) hours in
adv:r:;c.P and delivery was made on schedule. However in on= instance the routine
resupn’y of Class I, IT and IV supplies was not delivered &s scheduled at 1700
to 1700 hours and no air 1ift was svailable until approximatelv 0900 hours the
next/day. This delay caused two (2) commanies to delay their moves ntil the
resupiny could be made available, ; : kiR

) . (2) During the oncrational period a total of three (3) emergency
Claze V mdssions were roquired and delivery was prompt, .

(3) Thr_ough experience of past and reciont orerations this unit

has found that the on individual basic load of 5.5 ammnition should be not less
than 400 rounds, ; \BEE S %

b. Maintenance:  Routine dailv maintensmce was conducted nr.m al

equipment. In addition as all vehicles are presently held at TWY HOA South -

Adrfield 100 per cent maintenance stand down is boing-conducted and 411 vehicle - °

schedulod maintenance will'soon 'be up to date. Revair narts for the field
ranges are extremely short in supply and will becole critical within the next
30 to 60 days. In particulary; the lack of generators for the field renges.

g S A e



' SR ISR TR ITEY Deokssibed HouingE ol Natnsl Atatves

“DECLASSIFIED |
Authority NAD 873 Y/ | 2 F ry 1966
After Action Réport Operation 060%5H Feb 66 to 0R1445K Feb 66 (Cont'd)

c. Treatment of casualties evacuaticn and hoaﬁ.tn:j.utiurlud;: wsf
learned that hand flares and verv pistcl flares are excellent signa cas for
guiding choppers at night, Recommend that two (2) very vistol flares or hand
flares be carrded by all”squad size elements, -

d, Transportation: This unit presently has three (3) 27Ul miles
in tho field. When the terrain permits ‘thgse are utilized’toc the maximum for
movement of heawy: crew ssrved woapons and ammunition, Wo maintenance

diffleultiss heve boen encountored.

s Communications: The Admin/log communications were sufficient
Curding the operaticnal period. et 7 .

s Speclal FEquipment and Techniques: A very critical phase of any
opeiniion involving close Alr Support 1s the differentiation betwesn friendly
aud anemy positions.' Two (P.l}- techniques used for this purpdse by this RAn in
the wouve described operation webe: (a) The wearing of panels (V3-i7) on the
Lacks of personnel of lead elements, (b) Marking forward elements with
rrenslos. These techniques proved extremely ef “ective and enabled the Air
‘i Lo be called in very close to friendly troops rutting maximum combat poWer
™4 "% ensmy. - The first technique 'is now being adooted throughout the Rrigade.

B EED

[ L

iis Commander lysis: The use ot () cs grenides or alr dslivered CS to
wirloit and (b) Flame ers for attacking the fortified positions and bunkers
vonld have facilitated the success of the operaticn, Alsc a thinner mixture of
ioialin An the alr force bombs would have been more effective against the bunkers
aml urenchies. The thinner sclution would have seeped into the positions quicker
sipl move thereughly than the mixturs used. -

12, Recommerdations i

As FCA be used more ertensively in con‘undtion with small urit

OPCTARS ik,

2, GOF be established throughout the Brigade for marking .eir strike
t.nrg;i}’.!: Lo inaure maximum efficiency betwesn air and ground @perations,
} ¢ (1) -Ig’ugve'ﬁated modes of implementation: I

(ay Attach vs-17 pansls to backs of personnel in Jead
elswrnts ., "

(b)) Use colored smoke to mark lead elements.
2+ Use of thinner napalm for maximum venetration of !mfﬁéﬁmts.'
AL . 9 Vi T i i
4y DMNore extensive use of RECONDO Fatrols whmtﬁhd'ﬁ-iglﬂn -
"7 fand and fix the enemy (.a RECONDO Fatrol'is a combination & @ RECONNAISSANCE

sl COMBAT Fatrol)eThey have the dusl mission of extensive recanhoitéring of
the eremy's activities and 1ccation and engaging enemy personrial H‘ﬂ:.in the

capability of the patrol to destroy ‘or Tix until refnfopoing un}hta arrive,
2 Inel » HENRY T, EMTRSON “ \
Lt Col, Infantry
Gm:lu.ndhg ;
e
" lnﬁ“ e I
e E L
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Tnelesure IT (RECONDO Patrel ™an) to After Action Remort 050BUSH Feb 64
to 0R1LYEH Febi 65
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