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FOUIARD
The 52d Avistion Batislion is organized as is a RCAD Aviation
Battalion, i.e. 2 fixed battalion hecdguarters with many and veried
lesser units assigned., During the calendar year 1955, the 52d Avi-
ction Rattalion saw the loss of three of its units: the 52d Aviation
Pletoon (Fixed Wing Provisional) was disbanded and the ren and equin--
nent joined with the newly arrived 216th Aviation Company; the 117th
fvieticn Company wes transfered from i Mion to Hong Ba Thin and
subsequently assizned to the 10th Avistion Battelion; and the 145th
Airlift Platoon which joined the Battalion in July wes trensfered from
Phan Thiet to l'ha Trang and subsequently was assigned to the 10th
Avietion DBattalion.,

Houvever, the Battalion more than made up for these loses by the
adcdition of the following units: 77th Fleld Artillery Detaclment
(ndar), 25th Psychiological Operctions Detaclment, the 219th Aviation
Company anc. the 170th Aviation Company, all stationed at Fleiku; the
155th Avistion Company (formerly A/1st Awn Bn, 1st Inf Div), 165th
Trensmortation Detachment (CHF!), 208th Signal Detachment ond the 8th
Iledical Detaclment, all stationed at Bazn e Thuot and the 161st Avia-
tion Cornany stationed at Qudi ihon.

This history is respectfully dedicated to those officers, warrant
officers and ealisted men, of the 52d Aviation Battalion, who gave

their lives in the defense of their country.
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 PHEFACHE

The purpose of this unit histery is to outline the events which
occurred in the 52d Aviation Battzlion, curing the celendar yezr 1965.
It is intended to give an securzte portreysl of the Battelion, its
personiel and equipment, &3 well as a concise picture of the combeat
operations, in which the Battalion has participated. The information
contained herein has been gathered ffom our Quarterly Corémand Reports,

newspaper accounts end personal interviews,
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Part I

Mission and Resources

Mission
Tho mission of the 52d Aviation Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters
Dotachment is to provide command, control, administration, commurications
end supply for the aviation battalion, In addition, it provides avio-
tion staff personnel for the division headgquarters.
Specifically stated in Viotnam, it is the responsibility of the
52d Aviation Battalion to provide dircet aviation support to II I[RVN

Corps,

Organization
The 52d Aviation Bettalion is orgenized under conventional lines,
according to TOLE 1-763, dated 15 July: 1963, change 1, dated 5 March
1960 snd has tho following oii.ched unips:
52d Airlift Platoon
%% 77th Field Artillery Detachmont (Radar)
*% 25th Péychological Operations Detachment (Ficld Support)
119th Aviation Company (Airmobile Light)
545th Transportation Detachment (CHFM)
70th Signal Dotachment
94th Mediezl Detachment
# 219th Aviation Company
% 203d Signal Dotachment
% 155th Aviation Company

# 165th Transportation Detachment




#* 208th Signal Detachment
# Bth Modieal Detachment
# 161st Aviation Compony (Airmobile ILight)
# L406th Transportation Detachment
# LL9th Signal Detachment
# 756th ledical Detachment
% 170th Aviation Company (Airmobile Iight) |
# L,05th Transportation Detechment
( # L48th Signal Dotachment
# 775th Medical Detachment
* 52d Sceurity Fletoon -t ’ < .o -
. % (8th Militery Police Section (K~9)

#w¢ (5th Infentry Hedar Detechment

-

T Dt lion ewms, op .1 tes and raintains o totrl 156 aircraft.
# Hew addition 1965
(" : W Assigned - Operational Control by Senior Adviscr II Corp - 1 965

e Attached for Administretion and Logistics Only - 1965




ARFAS & FACILITITES

Area

The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion, with its headquarbers at Hollo~
way Army Airfield, Pleilu, Republic of Vietnam, is a TO&LE unit, provid-
ing direct Army Aviation Support in the II Corps Tactical Zone,

The II Corps‘Tactical Zone consists of some 8,,000 square kilo—
meters, which renresent about 45% of the total land mass of South
Vietnam, and approximates in size and coniiguration to the state of
Florida, It is bounded on the Merth by I Corps, on the South by III
Corps, on the Zast by the South China Sea and on the West by Laos and
Cambodia.

There are three principal types of terrain in the II Corp area.
The Coastal Plains or Lowlands area contains a series of delta areas
separated from one anether by mountain spurs., The soil is very fert-
ile and the low lands are a rich rice-growing area, Aviation Suppert
in this area has been provided by the 117th Aviation Company (Airmob-
ile Light) at Cui Nhon and the 145th Airlift Platoon at Nha Trang.
During the lést part of Sentember the 117th Aviation Company was moved
from Gui Nhon to Dong Ba Thin, a small town South of Nha Trang. This
‘gubsequently led to the reassignment of the 117th from the 52d Aviatien
Battalion to the 10th Aviation Battalien,

Portions of the Chaine Annamitique Mountains, whicn extend inﬁc
the II Corps area, formm the Hountain Region, The mountains, many of
which extend to the South China Sea as spurs, have a maximum height of
7000 feet in the interior, The mountains average 2000 to 2500 feet in
height and aré generally covered with dense jungle. Although no avi-

ation units of the 52d Aviation Battalion are physically located in the
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lHountain ilegion, oderations in that areca are supported by units from
both t.¢ coast and plateau regions. The audition of the 219th Avia-
tion Coipany (Fixed Wiﬁg) to the #attalion has greatly incrcased the -
aviation coverage of the II Corps ‘“one, The 48 OlF aircraft of the
company are employed in 13 strategic lécations throughout the II Corps
area, to include the llountain Region.

The Plateau or Central Highlands are charactorixed by broad
rolling plains of the provinces of Kentum, Pleikmy and Dar Iac. Dur-
ing the first part of the year, primary aviation support in the Plat-
eau Region was provided by the 119th Aviation Company (airmobile lLight)
and the 52d Airlift Platoon, voth based at Camp Helloway, the home of
the 52d Aviation Battalion Headquarters., With the arrival of A Com-
pany, lst Aviation sattalion, in May at Sen le Thuot, further aviation
sulport was provided to the Plateau Region..’

Pepulatisn

The population of the Corps Tactical Zone is approximately
2,800,000 some 20% of the total population of the country, Of ﬁhla
figure, approximately 520,000 are Montagnards, This represents about
80% of all Yontagnards in Vietnam, most of whom live in FKontum, Pleiku,
Dar lac and Phu don Provinces,

Although surface transportation ihufhe area is limited, major
roads do connect the principle cities.. Route 1 runs the full length
of the Corps Zone in a North-South directioﬂ-along the the ccast.
Further ihland, Route 14 runs Nor£h~86uth thréugh the zons cdnnecting
Kontum, Pleiku, and Zan Mo Thuot, then shifts to én axis along the
Cambedian border to Saigon.A.The ma jor East-West axis, Route 19, conn-

ects the ey cities of Gui Fhon, An khe and Pleiku, and runs to tihe
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'CAmbodian border, Route 7 links Tuy Hoa with Cheo Reo and then joins

Route 14, The other major Fast-ljest road is Route 21, which connects
Ban Me Thuot to Ninh Hoa and thence along Route 1 to Nha Trang.
Weather |

Weather is always a major factor in the planniﬁg of all opcr-~
ations by the 52d Aviation Battalion., The weather in the II Cerps
avea consizts of two scasons: wet and dry. During the summer mon—
soon, which runs from June thfu September, £he winds are from thoj
Southwest and ﬁhe Hountain and Plateau Regions experience low ceil-
ings and a great deai of rainj; whereas the Coastal Plains have dry
and excellent flying weather.

The winter monsoon runs from November to April with reversed
conditions, Now the winds blow from the Northeast, causing lowpahil-
ings and rain in the 'coastal area while the Meuntain Region enjoys
favorable weather, The months of May and October are periods of
weather transition and‘conditions both on the coast and in the plat-
saus are quite variable. This cycle brings frequent periods of low
cloudiness, heavy rain showers and thunderstorms to most of II Corps.
During this time airmobile operations are cxtremaiy difficult due to
the unpyrodictabla weather,

The wvaried terrain & weather found in the.II Corps Tactical Zone
make it néceésafy for RVNAF and US Forces to fight four distinct types
of war; the rice paddy typé war in the low lying coastal arcas, the
Jungle war iﬁ the dense rain forests of Binh Dinh and Kontum Prov-
inces; the mountain type war in the interior highlands of Phu Bon and
Binh Iinh Provincos; and the more conventional type war in the high

platcau areas of lontum, Pleiku, and Dar lac Provinces,

Cow &
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HOLLOWAY AMIY ATRFIZLD i

Phe home of the 52d Aviatien Battalion since its arriwl in

Vietnam in Mzrch 1963, has been Holloway Army Airfield, Holioway

Army Airfield was named in memory of CWO Charlos Holloway who was
killed whilo piloﬁing a CH~21 holicopter on a combat assault in 1962,

- During the past year numerous other units have come £o call .

Holloway Army Airfield their home., .unong these units, one will find

a CV-2 Caribou Company of the lst Cavalry Diviéion, a platoon from a
¥-14 Ottcr Company, and & pletoon of the 125th Air Traffic Control
Compony. Due to the proximity of Holloway to the lst Cavalry Div-
ision bzs¢ in An Khe, most any type of army circraft in the inventory
can be,.found on or near Camp Holloway.

Bofore the opening of the New Ploikn Airficld by tho US Adr

Force, Hollowny Army Airficld scrved as the sole provider of the

. Pleiku arca, As Viet Cong activity was high during most of the year,

" Highway 19 to the coast was scldom open long enough to provide a

safo land route for supplies to rcach this area. Thus, Army and Air

_ Force transports were given the jJob of hauling in all the cssontial

nceds, The 5400 feet of perforated steel plank (PSP) rurway at
Holloway .rmy Airfield proved adequate for this large task. However,
extensive maintenance was required on the rurwey each day because of
the wear and tear caused by the heavily loaded aircraft.

A welcome addition to Camp Holloway shortly after the attack of
7 February, was the arrivel of the 52d Sceurity Platoon. This platoon,
one of the largest in thé U.S, Army, is responsible for the dofense ef
Cemp Holloway, as well as the airfields of the 155th Aviation Company
at Ban Me Thuot and tho 16lst Aiviation Company at Qul Nhon. The
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security platoon is prescntly under the command of 1/It Philip R,
Pogle. Through this platoon, cvery available means of defcnse is
coordinated, including bunkers, obscrvations posts, roying patrols,
mortars, ground surveillance radar, artillery, searchlights and son-
try dogs, Allrof this is to preparc a proper welcome for "Charley"
in the event hé tfys a ''wisitn,

The tower ét Holloway Army Airfield continued through the year
as one of tho most active in Vietnam, with an average of over 500
operctions a day. Although the majJority of these opecrations have
beon during day light hours, thc attack on Pleli Me and subseéucnt
operations in Ia Drang Valley lead to mony night time operations.

As the tower is operated 24 hours & day, every day 6f tho year, the
night operations presentcd no problems.

Ploiku Center, a flight following service provided by the 125th
idr Traffic Control Compeny, is also located at Camp Holloway. The
center, provides flight following for all aircraft recucsting tho
service, This service is normally provided to over 300 flights a day,
- making over 2000 separate radio transmissions,

With the adeition of new units scheduled for arrival in the
Pleiku area, Holloway irmy Airfield looks forward to even grecater

activity in the year to come.




v PART IT
ACTIVITTE

Especially'Significant Events and Operations

GENERAL*

This year has been characterized by many additions and deletions
of units assigned or attached to thé Battalion. ‘During the entire per-
dod, the Battalion has continued to fulfill its commitments in‘suppﬁnt‘
of the ARW II Corps. In December, Camp Holloway experisnced a tremen—
dous influx of additional units. Expansion plans, which had begun

earlier, are continuing,

QOFERATIONS:

On 28 January 1965 airmobile operation‘Dan Thi wWan (ILe Van Thai)
was conducted in the Tuy Hoa area by the 52d Aviation Battalion, using
elements of the 52d and the 145th iviation Battalion, Tﬁe battalion's
mission in conjunction with VNAF was to deliver a riot control agent on
the objective area, Following the chemical agent attack, an alrlanded
assault waé conducted, Valuable lessons were learned in the employment
of chemical agents by Army Aviation and reccmmendations were forwarded
to higher headquarters.

‘ At 070200 February 1965, Camp Holloway, Pleiku was attacked by
}Q&et Cong Forces, The attack was well planned and coordinated, lasting
about twenty (20) minutes. It consisted of a mortar, demolition,
bazooka, and small arms attack, The mortar fire (apprdximately 70
rounds) fell primarily in the troop billet areas, while demolitions,
including hand grenades, were employed against the aireraft. Casualties
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were caused almast entirély by mortar fire,

This event was significant to ﬁhe battalion in terms of personnel
and material losses, iﬁ also cmphasized the fact that in a war of this
rature there are no "safe zﬁnes" or "front lines"; that every unit must
be equipped and manned, or augmented, to provide its was locat security
while performiﬁg its primary assigned mission., As a result of this ex=
perience, additional security personnel and defensive equipment were made
available to the battalion, This action prompted President Johnson to
order the evacuation of American dependents from the war torn country.}
In addition, President Johnson "declared I've had enough of this", Next
day, scores of U.S, Navy jets roared beyond the 17th parallel fﬁr*the
first time.2

Retaliation by the Battalion was swift., At 070905 January, an
operation was launched into the suspected withdrawl area and contact
was made with the enemy, By 9 January, when contact was lost, a body
count revealed 28 VG KIA. | |

Approximately forty-eight hours following the Pleiku attack, the
Viet Cong carried out another successful attack, this time against the
117th Aviation Company in Qui Nhon, The Viet Coung Hotel, a newly cone
structed four-story mason#ry civilian contract billet, housing enlisted
men of the 1L40th Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance Detachment, was de-
melished by two large explosive chargés'planted at the front and back of
the hotell!s ground floor, American and Vietnamese guards engaged the
Viet Cong in a2 fire fight, but the attackers fought their way into the

e,

1. The Qbserver, weekly U,S, Forces newspaper, Saigon, l Jamuary 1966
2, Time Magazine, 7 January 1966,
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hotel and placed the charges. Four Viet Cong were killed in the battle.
Twenty (20) U.S. personnel were wounded and twenty-two (22) U,S, person-
nel were killed.by the bomb blast and collapse of fhe hotel. Rapid
replacement of most of the casualties was effected and field maintenance
support continued to be furnished to the 117th Aviation Company by the
1L,0th CHFM Detachment,

In February ninety personnel of the 22d Ranger'Battalion and 130
personnel of the 28lst CIDG Company (ARVN) were surrounded by elements
of a Viet Cong battalioh at coordinates'BR 350465, Attempts to relieve
this force by ground action from An Khe resulted in the 22d Rangsr -
Battalion (~) sustaining heavy casuzlties and failing to close within
five (5) kilometers of the sur;ounded ¢lements, The Viet Cong occupied
high ground on both sides of Highway 19 and were successfully blocking
movement along the higlway. Previous action in this area had resulted
in two (2) UHlB's:hit’by enemy ground fire; wouhding two (2) U.S, per-
sonnel within the preceding twenty-four (24) hours, The 52d Aviation
Battalion extracted the surrounded troops on 24 February, using eighteen
(18) UHM1Bts, It was a Joint operation with the U.S, Air Force, where
success would have been impossible except for the precision with which
close air support was provicded by Air Force fighter-bombers, This air—
mobile operation demonstrated that a helicopter force can successfully
operate in an enecmy held area when surprise and close coordination with
adequate Air Force cover is provided.

In late February, an alert pilot of the 117th AViatibn Company,

It James Bowers, sighted a camouflaged arms boat in Wung Ro Bay. This
sighting resulted in the'sinking of the ship and capture of 1,585 Gomm—

unist Chinesé rifles, 61 submachine guns and numerous recoilless rifles
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Lis,
rockets, mortar amunition and medical supplies which was hidden in

nearby caves? It also provided, to the worldy the undeniable proof
of Communist Chinese support to the VG,

The month of March saw the Battalion engaged in normal,,routine
operations, That is, if you can call 19 combat assaults, with 2,367
sorties, normal, During these assaults, no aircraft was damaged by
enemy fire, nor were any casualties sustained, This, by Battalion
standards, is considered a good month, March also saw the extensive
use of Fagle Flights; a rapid~reaction, strike forée, sepecially
trained in the use of helicopters fo combat assaults., From these
many flights, the battalion was able to collect much valuable infor-
mation and formulate doctrine for the employment of such forces,

On the third of April the 52d Aviation Battalion was called on
-to airlift 1300 ARVN Marines on a search and clear operation in the
Bong Son‘area. One Main Foree Viet Cong Company equipped with 5%@1
recoilless rifles, 8lmm mortars, 60mm mortars, 1ight machine guns,,
automatic rifles, and individual rifles, and reinforced by an unknown
nﬁmber of guerrillas were operating in the area, The plan of action
called for air landing 650 troops on Ianding Zone Aipha (BS 905I35)
and 650 troops on landing Zone Bravq (BS 900145), This operation holds
special significance as it was the iargest 1ift ever conducted by the
battalion; up to that time.

on 19 April, a combat assault was conducted out of Qui Nhon, In
the ensuing battle, six aircraft were hit by ground fire, two of which

crashed and burned, killing all crew members, Total casvalbles were

3. Ibids




9 US KIA, and an estimated 42 VC KlA.

' The first of May saw the arrival at the port of Vung Tau of A Co,
1lst Aviation Battalion, lst Infantry Division (later redesigné.ted the
155th Aviation Company) and its supporting units. At first light, the
aircraft were flown from the carrier Iwo Jima to Vung Tau for necessary
inspections, Meanwhile, the officers anl men of the company, boarded
an Air Force C-123 for a trip to their new home at Ban Me Thuot, Once
there all officers and men pitched in to build a livable area of the
dense, jungle covered area, This place was where the late President
Theodore Roosevelt staye& during hunting trips to this region, On the
morning of the third, crews from the Company were flown by frmy (V2B
to Vung Tau., The Company's helicopters were ferried back to Ban Me
Thuot, the same day, without incident,

June 24th saw the arrival in Vietnam of the 219th Awm & and its
subsequent assignment to the 52d Aviation Battalion in Pleiku, "The 219th
by airplane count, is the largest aviation company in the US Army with
its complement of 48 OLF aircraft. At present the elements of the unilt
are deployed to 13 strategic locations throughout the II Corps aied,
Combat surveillance is the primnry function of this new unit, Enploy—
ment plans revolve around repetitious, systematic, coverage of a speci—
fic area by the seme pilot and observer until complete familisrization
is gairfed of the area, The majority of the units tactical missions are
conducted with 2 cominosite crew consisting of a US Army Aviator and an
ARVN observer, In addition to aerial surveillance, 219th aircraft supp-

ort’ all m:‘]or .ground operations conducted within the II Corps:argi.




From 24 Augusﬁ‘to ZBfSeptemberqthe 524 Aviation Batfaiioﬂ had the
.mission of of providing‘two airmoﬁile ecnpanies with a control (battalion)
headquarters for Operation Ramrod/Highland, The purpose of the operat—
ion was to secure Route 19 from Qui Nhon to An Khe and the division base
area at An Khe, to permit the unopposed deployment and combat configur-
ation of the ist Air Cav Division, Aviation tactical support of the
operation commenced with the helicopter landed assault of 2d Bn (4bn),
502d Inf, to the LZ BR 579447 on 240700 Aug 65, The battalion was
lifted in six (6) lifts. Following the securing of the An Khe pass, the
remiining tactical and support units of lst Bde, 101lst Abn Div closed in
to the An Khe pass by wvehicle convoy. The remainder of the operation
consisted of the ground tactical elemsnts establishing a defensive
perimeter around the division base area and the conduct of platoon,.
company, and later, battalion sized search and clear operations in the
An Khe area, Helicopters of the 52d Battalion provided troop 1ift,
reconnaissance, convoy protection, resupply, and evacuation, Notable
among these operations, ffoﬁ an aviation standpoimt, was Operatlcn
Gibraltar, .

Operation Gibraltar commenced at 180630 Sept 65 with the lcading
of elements of the 2/502d Abn Inf Bn aboard sleven (11) UH1D's of the
117th Avn Co, mine (9) UHLB of A/5024 and seven (7) CH-34's of HMS 161,
Escort‘ﬁés provided by nine (9) UH1B's(A), On the first 1ift 14k troops
were lagg;d. Grﬁund fire was received in the IZ with two (2) UHIB!s
and three (3) CH—BLﬁs receiving hits, but they continued to fly. On
the second 1ift into the LZ heéfy automatic weapons fire was received
by 7 ships from the 117th, 4 frem 4/502d and 5 of the Marine helicopters.
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One from the 117th was forced down East of the IZ and one Marine hell<
copter was fbrced down South of the 1Zi 6fews of both helicopters’wéfd
picked up irmediately, | | ‘7

Damage assessment revealed the ii?ﬁh now had 5§ flyable UHlD"s; L
UHL1B!s(A), A/502d had 7 fljvable- UHJ.B!‘_;?Q 5" UH1B's(A) and the Marine had
only one flyable CH~34, The Marine unit was no longer effective and
was released by the €0, 52d Aviation Battalion.

A third 1ift was initiated with a total troop capacity bf‘fﬂi Dﬁe
to the heavy fire arount the primary IZ, an alternate IZ was selectéd
about 600 meters south, On this 1lift, 6 airecraft from the 117th were
hit and 5 from 4/502d. One helicopter of the 117th was downed in the
IZ and the crew was evacuated, At the end of the 3d 1ift the 117th Avn
Co had 1 flyz:.ble UHLD and 3 flyable UHIB's(A)s A/502d had 4 flyable
UHlB’é and 4 UHLB!s(4)., The battalion suffercd personnel. losses of 1
KA and 6 WIAe Troop-lift capability had been reduced at this point to
appreximately 22 troops, At approximetely 0900 the GO, 524 Aviation
Battalion notified the CO, lst Bde, that his unit was no longer effective
and could not continue the troop 1lift. It was relensed at this time,

On 28 Septamber the 117th Avn Co was moved from its base in Qui
Nhon to a new location at Dong B Thin.l This subsequently led to the
reassigmment of the 117th from the 52d Avn Bn to the 10th Awn Bn, on
15 Nov 65,

During the_period 20~28 Oct 65, the 524 Aviation Battalion was
engaged in operations resulting from the PAVN attack on the Special

Forces Camp at Plei Me,




The Battalion was first called on for assistance in the eariy
morning hours of 20 Oct, when Det C-2, USSF requested a flare ship
for illumination and gun ships for suppressive fire pending arrival
of USAF illumination and fighter-bomber aircraft, |

Shortly after doy break on the 20th, it appeared that the VO
had broken contact with the camp, and it was decided to .evac‘ua.te the
dead and wounded from the camp, Two UH1Bt!s(A) of the 119th Awn Co were
assigned to escort two (2) UHLD!s of the 498th Med Co (Air Amb). While
performing this function the armed aircraft received intense automatic
weapons fire;, to include, 50 ealiber machine gun fire, from all qued-
rants, One of the armed UHIB received numerous hits and was seen burn—
ing prior to impact., - There were no survivors,

On the morning of 21 Oct, A Co was called on to 1ift 240 ARVN
Airberne Rangers from Camp Holloway to an IZ four kilometers north of
the comp. During the reconnaissance of the IZ one UHLB(A) of A Co
suffered mechanical failure which resulted in separation of the min
rotor blades at 2000 feet absolute altitude, The helicopter exploded
on impact, There were no survivors, The operation continued, however,
with no further incidents.

About midmorning on the 22d of October, four UHIB!s(A) of 4 Co
were dispatched to escort a WAF CH-34 in a 'reséue attempt for a downed
pilot of an fir Force AlE, The CH-34 did not effect pilot pickup, One
UHLB(A) of A Co salvoed his rocket lead and picked up the downed pilot,
Iater in the day ancother fescue attempt was made for another downed
Air Force pilot in the vicinity of Plei Me. This rescueattempt had to

be aborted due to heavy automatic weapons ground fire and darkmess.
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Rescue was effeéted the next morning when four UHIB!s(A) of A co
escourted an Air Force CH~43 to the crash site. |

On the 24th of October, the 52d Battalion was given the mission
of deploying LOC ARVN soldiers bf the 22d Ranger Battalion along the
route of an Armored Tank Force enroute to the beseiged_t’:amp° The troops
were to secure likely ambush sites along the intended route of the task
force, The lift was accomplished without incident,

Mbnday, the 25th, found the 119th and the 115th, using twenty (20)
troop carrlers and elght (8) armed shlps, assisting the lst Bde, 1lst Air
Dav Div, in a troop placement from Camp Holloway to an LZ, coordinates
Zh 245165, |

On the 28th, elements of the l55th.and 119th Aviation Companies,
extracted the 42d Airborne Ranger Company (ARVWN) from LZ ZA 146064 to
the New Pleiku Airfield, Upon completion of this operation the activit-
ies around the Plei Me attack had nearly ceased, The lst Air Cav Div
elements were leading into the Ia.Drang ﬁalley operation as they pursued
the VC in their withdrawl from Flei Me.

In Noveﬁber, the 524 Avn Bn joined forces with the 1lst Cav Div,
in operations in the Ia Drang Valley, the largest single operation of
the;yearﬁ Not only did the Battalion transport 2500 II Corps (ARVN)
troops from Duc.Co into_the operational area but, through the use of
heliborne operations the 52d Awn Bn contributed to keeping Highway 19
open for a 23 day perlod,5 one of the longest such periods, Thls

en"bled supplies to be brought overland, to support the Us & ARVN

. s
FalL)
i 3

o - " m‘l‘;_‘ ,”’ '
Le Army Times, 19 J&l’m&-ﬂ 1966 o

e
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5. USAMCV, II Corps Advisory Group, resume of events, 1 Jan to 15 Dec 65.
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operations in the Ia Drang valley.
In Decemper, VC activities deminished as an influx of additional

units entered the Pleiku area, The Battalion was ten engaged in house-

keeping and logistics problems to properly accept these new units,
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RESUME CF EVENTS 1965

LI

JANUARY:

14 Jamuary: Operation Le Lei was conducted by the 52d Aviation Bat~
talion in support of the 2¥5th CIDG Company at Boun Mi Ga (BP 315835) Special
Forces Camp, Nineteen UH1B’s, ten UH1B'a(A) and two O1F aircraft staged out o
Ban Me Thuot (4Q 800083), loaded 140 troops at Boun Mi Ga, and moved them in
two 1ifts into a landing zone at EQ 348707, 13 KM southeast of Boun Mi Ga, a
two ship landlng zone. Four A1H fighters were in support for prestrike and
air cover.

18 January: Operation Biﬁh Tuy 7 was staged out of Phan Thiet to an LZ
at coordinates YT 850430, 33 KM northwest of Phan Thiet, in support Qf the 2d
Bn, A7th Regt, 23d Inf Div (ARVN), Fifteen troop carrying UH1Bgs, escorted
by ten UHIB's(4), airlanded 216 troops in four lifts.

22 January: Twenty-one UH1B's, nine UH1B's(A) and one O1F staged operat
ion Binh Tri 5 out of Tan Canh, One hundred and fifty-four troops of the 2d
Bn, 47th Regt, 22d ARVN Inf Div, were lifted in two lifts to an 1Z at coor-
dinates ZB 150570. Air Force A1H fighter-bomber aircraft provided an adequate
air-cover and prestrike on the landing zone,

28 January: Elements of the 52d Aviation Battalion, in conjunction
with elemenﬁs of the 1Ai5th Aviation Battalion and the Vietnamssg Alr Force,
participated in Opération Ban Thi Wan (Le Van Thai). The plan of action
called for the empxgqgant of chemicals in this operatlon. The chemicals,

350 pounds of GCS powq%g* 450 CH grenades and 450 €S grenades, were dispersed

Jointly by ges dispersing UHIB helicopters and VNAF A1H fighter-bcmbera.

W
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After the employment of the chemicals an airlanded assault was
conducted with 214 troops of the 44ith Regt, 23d ARVN Inf Div, in four
lifts at LZ coordinates CQ 270320. Moderate automatic and semi-automatic
weapon ground fire was received from the vicinity of the LZ, but no air-
craft were hit. The operation was very successful with claims of 45 Viet
Cong killed in action and thirty sampons and forty~three structures dest-
royed, |

30 January: An air landed assault, Operation Quyet Thang 112, was con-
ducted by the 52d Aviation Battalion, Twenty-seven UH!B escorted by twelve
UH?B(4) and two O1F aircraft air lifted the 401st and 405th Scout Companies
and the 22d Reconnaissance Company of the 22d ARVN Inf Div from Cheo Rio to
L7's coordinates BQ 270650 and BQ 230650, approximately 18 KM South of Cheo
Rio., Light semi automatic weapon ground fire was received from coordinates

BQ 230650, but no hits were sustained.

FEBRUARY:

7 February: [Klements of the 52d Aviation Battalion participated in an
air landed assault and an Eagle Flight as a result of the Viet Cong attack
on Camp Holloway. The operations were conducted in hope of capturing the
Viet Cong that had attacked the compound the previous evening. The Fagle
Flight wes staged from Camp Holloway (AR 790430) to LZ AR 930730. One
hundred troops were also air lifted by seventeen UHI1B from Camp Holloway to
IZ2 4R 930730, Two air Force AlH's and twelve UH1B(A) provided air cover for

the operations.
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9 February: Twenty-six UHIE, eight UH1B(A) and one O1F staged an air
landed assaulf from Qui Nhon to Phu My, 30 Ki Northwest of Qui Nhon., A total
of 262 troops of thel1st Bn, 45th Airborne Regt were lifted. Light autcmatic
weapon fire was récgivéd in the vicinity of Fhu My, but no aircraft were hit,

18 February: 4 battalion simed air landed assault was cdnducted‘in
support of the Dong Tre (BQ 90970L) Special Forces Camp, Eighteen UH1B,
escorted by six UH1B(A) and one O1F, air lifted ninety troops in one lift
from Dong Tre to LZ coordinﬁtea cQ 220330;‘ Eight Air Force fighter-bombers
provided &ir cover and prestrikes for the operation.

20 February: The 1st and 3d Companies, Delta Project, 5th Special
Forces, were lifted in four lifte from Tuy Hoa (CQ 153477) to LZ coordinates
C&k 310325. lleven UHIB and four UH1B(A) were used in this operation.

23 February: /An air landed assault was coﬁducted in suppert of the
2Elst CIDG Company of the An Khe Special Forces Camp, Eleven UHIB and
eleven UH!B(s) staged from An Khe to LZ BR 600450, lifting the 136 troops
in three lifts, Intensive automatic and semi-automatic enemy ground fire was
received coordinates ER 290460 and BR 282455, One UH1B and four UH1B(4A)
were hit with the result of one US crewman being wounded.

| 24 February: A battalion sized troop extraction was performed by the
52d Aviation Battalion in support of the 28lst CIDG Campany of the Suoi Doi
Sueeicl Furces Cump and the 22d Ranger Battalion., 4 total of 220 troopse
were extracted from LZ BR 350465 to the An Khe Special Forces Camp in three
lifts, Intense sutomatic weapon, small arms, and mortar fire was received
in the landing zone., One UHIB and one UHIB(A) were hit resulting in one
US wounded in action, Air Force A1E, B-57 and F-100 fighter-bombers were

in support of the operation.




MsRCH:
. 5 March: An air landed assault was conducted in support of the 1st
airborne Brigade. Eleven UHIB and six UH1B(A) lifted 312 troops in four
lifts fram An Khe (ER 478444) to LZ BR 410520, twenty Air Force fighter-bomber
aircraft were in support of the operation.

14 March: Operation Quyet Thaeng 127 was staged out of Qui Nhon in supp—
ort of the 3d Battalion, 1st Airborne Brigade. Twenty three UH!B escorted
by twelve UH1B(4) air:landed 80 troops in one 1lift at LZ BR 744532, The |
aircraft than lifted 160 troopé in two lifts from Binh Khe (BR 700430) to
landing zone BR 744532. Later, the trodps were extracted fram the L7 and
reﬁurned to their original pick up points. Alth?ygh small arms fire was
received in the LZ, no aircraft were hit,

23 March: The 52d Aviation Battalion staged Operation Le Dang Phung

with twenty-nine UHIB and twelve UHIB(4), The plan of maneuver called for
moving 384 troops of the 2/45 Battalion and 23d Reconnaissance Compeny of

the 23d Inf Div in four lifts from Phan Thiet (AN 801045) to landing zone

YT 960390, Air Force fighter bombers aircraft were used in support of the
operation and no enemy ground fire wcs received,

27 March: an air landed assault, Operation Quyet Thang 122, was per—

formed in support of the 1/41 Battalion, 22d Inf Div, Twenty six UHIB and
thirteen UH1B(A) staged from Qui Mhon (CR 090223) and moved 332 troops in
three lifts from Fhu My (BR 900680) to landing zone BR 915825, Six AlE

aircraft were in support of the operation,




31 March: An air landed asszult wes conducted in supprort of the 1/11
Bottalion, 23d Inf Div. Twenty six UHIB and twelve UH1B{A) aircraft staged
from Nha Trang CP 040525 1lifting 280 troops in three 1lifts to lending zone
BP 915325 and 180 troops in two lif%s to landing zoné BP 925805, Additional

air cover was provided by Al% fighter bomber aircraft.

APRIL:

3 April: On Operation Guyet Thdng 131 the 52d Aviation Battalion air
1ifted a Marine Task Force consisting of two Marine battalions, the task
force headquarters, 1 engineer company, one recon companﬁ and one 75 pack
howitizer battery into two LZ's in nine lifts. The operation was staged
out of Bong Song Alrfield to landing zones BS 905135 and 9001L5 (BS). Semi~
automatic and automatic weapons fire was received and increased in intensity
with each 1ift, One armed UHIB received‘two hits, wounding one'US crewman,
This operation was the largest number of troope and equipment that the 52d
Aviation Bettalion had ever lifted during oné singlé operation., This record
for the Battalion has since been surpassed meny times,

5 april: Operation Quyeﬁ Thang 132 wes conducted in support of 3d
En, 42d Regt. Twenty six UHIB escorted by two UHI1B(A) and two O1Fs staged
out. of Kontum Airfield to landing zone ZA 030930, & three aircraft landing
zone. The battalion, 434 men, was lifted in five lifts. Although light
small orms fire waa received in the 17, no edircraft were hit.

9 April: Tweh%@sseven UH1Bs and twelve UM1B(A) performed an 2ir landed
assault and extraction in support of the 8th Abn Bn. The aircraft staged
out of An Khe and lifted 102 troops into LZ ER 265880 in one lift, The air-

craft than returned to An Khe, where they stood by for the extraction which




e
they completed late in the afternoor, Light semi automatic ground fire weas
received in the vicinity of the landing zone, however, ﬁo aircraft were hit,
Alr Force AlH and B-57 fighter bom‘bers provided prestrike aﬁd air cover for
the operation, |

15 April: An air lended assault was conducted by elements of the 52d
Aviction Battalion in support of the 40lst and 405th Scout Companies of the
22d Div. The operation wes staged out of Qui Nhon to LZ ER 775580, with
208 troops lifted in two lifts., lModerste sutomatic and semi sutcmatic
weupons fire was received in the landing zone but no aircraft were:hit.

19 April: Operation Quyet Thang 137 was conducted in suppert of the
1il1st ond 40lst Scout Companies of the 22d ARVN Inf Div, Three hundred
and twenty troops were air 1lifted from Fhu Cat into landing zone Alpha,
coordinates CR 099410, in three 1lifts. An additional 100 troops were also
air lifted from Phu Cat to landing zone Brevo, coordinates CR 075495 in one
1lift. Intensive enemy groﬁnd fire was received from LZ Alpha which resulted
in two eircraft being shot down in the vicinity of coordinates CR O%9445.
Both aireraft cought on fire while still airborne, burned on impect, and
were completely destroyed resulting in the death of all crewmen., Four
other aireraft were aléo hit by this intense ground fire with one additiocnal
crewmen being kllled

“28 April: The 22d Battalion Marine Task Force was airlanded on an
gssant by tQ§xtx-two UH}B and 31xteen UH1B(A) The operation was staged
out of Bong Song Alrfle%q ‘p landing zons BS 835215, a five ship landing
gone, Three 1ifts were needpd to lift the 520 troops, Close air support

wes provided by twelve AlE.
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MAY;

1 Moy: Elements of the 52d Aviction Battalién, using forty-orme UHIR
and twenty-two UHIB(A), 1lifted 472 troops of the 1st Airborne Battalion in
three 1ifts on an cir londed asscult. The operation was staged out of
An Knhe to LZ coordinates Eﬁ 618619. Close air support wes provided by
USAF aircraft. No unusual incident occurred,

24 Mey: Operation Quyet Thang 147 was conducted in support of 2d
Battalion, 4Oth Inf (ARVN), Twenty UHIB and ten UH1B(A) staged out of
Kontumuéirfieid to lending zone YA 985865, lifting 450 troope in five lifts,
Although no aircraft were hit, moderate to heavy autamatic weapons fire was
received fram the vicinity of the LZ and .50 caliber or 12,7mm fire was

received from coordinates ZA 000932

JUNE:
1l June: An air landed asseult was conducted in response to a convoy

ambush &t coordinctes ZA 090305, The reaction TForce was lifted into the

ombush site by nine UHIB and four UH1B(A) helicopters and were members of the

Camp Holloway Specicl Forces Eagle Flight, Seven UH1B(A) helicopters
remained over the esszult area, in shifts, affording suppreasive fire and
taking targets of oppertunity, while drawing heavy ground fire from the
Viet Cong. Two of the seven UH1Bs were hit by the ground fire and forced
to land in the vicinity of coordinates ZA 005305, The helicopter crews
were immediately rescued by other zircraft inthe flight, Although there
was intense ground fire no injuries were sustained by the downed crews.
One of the downed asircraft was later recovered on 2 June and the other on

3 June 1965.




17 June: The 23d Div was supprcried by the 524 Aviation Battalion for
an air landed assault, The operction was staged out of Ban Me Thuot, with
twenty-cne UHIB 1ifting‘252 troops into LZ BQ 033040 in two 1lifts. Close
air support was provided by Air Forece fighter bombers and suppressive fire

wgs provided by thirteen UH1B(A).

JULY:

16 July: Elements of £he 524 Aviation Battalion participated in
%ighway 19 rcad clearing operation Dan Thien 109, Twenty-six UHID, twenty
four UH1B and twenty-~eight UH1B(A) helicopbers were used on the operation,

Fhe mission was staged from the An Khe Airfield to a landing zone at ER 388352,
:A total of 1025 troops were lifted in three lifts. No fire was received

and there were no incidents.

K 24 July: A combat extraction in support o% the 1st ARVN Airberne Ranger
Battalion. The aircraft, ten UHID, nine UHIB and?ten UH1B(A), staged from
Holloway Aruy Adrfield to landing zone ER 388352 and extracted 96 troops

in one lift to Holloway Army Airfield without incident, USAF close air

support was not required,

AUGUST: |

.3 August: Operaticﬁ Dan Thang 5 was conducted by the 52d Aviction
Bettalion in support of the 3d and 8th Bettalions, 1st ARVN Airborne Brig-
ade, The aircraft, eighteen UHID, eighteen UHIB and seventeen UH1B(A)
staged from Holloway Arwy Airfield and lifted 1150 troops in six lifts to
the landing zone at the Duc Co Airfield, Smell arms and autcmatic weapons
fire wad received inithe vicinity of the landing zone, resulting in one

UHID and one UHIB(A) being hit. There were no friendly casuslties,
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10 hugust: Elements of the 117th Aviation Company, Company A, 1st
Aviation Battalion, thg,ll9th Aviation Company, and the 52d Airlift Platoen
(sixteen UHiDs, sixteen Uﬁ1Bs,.and £:°teen UH1Bs (Armed)) performed an air
landed assault missicn in suppért of the Sth ARVN Airborne Rattalion. The
aircraft staged from'Hollgway Army Airfield and lifted L50 troops in three
1ifts to the landing zone at Duc Co iirfield. During the last 1ift, two ARVN
© WIA were extracted aﬁd 4000 1bs of supplies were carfied to the ARWN Marine TE
at coord YA $17269. Seven UHIBs and five UHIBs(A) of the 119th Awm Co were
not utilizéd‘on the 3d 1lift, but were §iverted,to.coord YA 917269 to extract
L5 ARVN KIAs to Fleiku. After the Lest 1ift, three UHIDs and two UH1Bs(A) of
the 117th Avwn Co were“further diverted tc extract fifteen ARVN WIAs from

coord YA 47270 to Pleiku, Close air support was provided by eight USAF F-100s
| four of which were utilized inthe prestrike while the remaining four were
used to provide air c;ver. Small arms, automatic weapons and mortar fire was
received in_the landing_zong and in the vieinity of the loading wone during
the first iift; Tﬁo UH1BS(£) receiﬁed hits and one US door gunnPr was wnundeéu

2L August. Elements of Compuny A, 1st Av1atlon Battalion the 1215t

nv14tlon Company and Ccmpany A, SOlst szatlon Battalion (thlrty three UH1D5
and elghteen UHTBS(A)) performed an air landed assault in support of the
nghway #21 road clearlng operatlon. Aircraft staged from Ban Me Thuct

(East) Alrfleld and cgrrled 1257 troops of the Marlne TF (RVN) in five lifts
.to a 1und1ng zone at coord BQ 120165. Durlng the last 1ift into the landlng
zone one UH1B(A) of A/1st experlenced a low side governor failure, 1ost RPM
and crashed into the trees 1n‘the vicinity of the landing zone. The crew

was evacuated by one UHID to Ban Me Thuot, They sustained minor injuries;

)
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the aircraft damage was major. Close air support was provided by four USAF
AlEs utilized for airstrike, No hostile fire was received.

Aviation tactical support of operation Ramrod/Highland commenced with
the 1ifting of the 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Inf. On 24 August, ten UHID and six
UH1B(A) of the 117th Avn Co along with elements of the 502d Avn Co lifted the
battalion in six lifts to landing zone ER 579447 with the purpose of securing

the An Khe pass. A prestrike was made by 4 USAF AlEs,

SEPTEMBEER:

10 September: Elements of Company 4, 1st Aviation Battalion the 119th
Aviation Company and Company 4, 82d iviation Battalion (twenty-six UH1Ds,
thirteen UHIBs and eighteen UH1Bs(A)) performed an air landed assault and
extraction mission in support of the 5th US Special Forces Group. Fifty USSF
and 210 VN Airborne Rangers were lifted from the stagefield at Quang Ngai to
the landing zone at coord BT 137003 in one 1lift and later extracted in one
1lift from the same landing zone. Bo Hostile fire was received and no inci-
dents occurred, Close air support was provided by eight USAF AlEs utilized
for prestrike and eight USAF B-57s used for air cover. V

18 September: An air landed assault, Operation Gibraltar, was conducted
by the 52d Aviation Battalion.

Eleven UHID, nine UHIB nine UH1B(A), and seven CH-34 helicopters from HMS
161 staged from landing zone ER 743387 at 0630 to LZ ER 741541, On the
first 1ift some light enemy ground fire was received in the landing zone.

On the second and third 1ifts, heavy automatic weapons fire was received,
hitting a total of 25 aircraft, three of which were forced down, Personnel

loseé of the 52d Rattalion were one killed in action and six wounded,
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OCTORBER:

20 October: Det C—2, USSF, requested assistance from the 52d Aviation
Battalion for the Special Forces Camp at Plel Me, which was under attack.

Two armed helicopters and flare ship of the 11%9th Aviation Company were dis-
patched and gave illumination and air cover until the arrival of USAF flare
and figher bomber aircraft. Lafer in the morning two UH!B armed helicopters
of the 119th Aviation Company, while escorting medical evacuation helicopters,
in evacuatiion of the wounded fram the Flei Me Camp, received intense auto-
matic wéapons fire from all quadrants, One of the UHIB(A) was shot down with
no survivors,

21 October: Twelve UHID escorted by five UHtB(A) of Company A, 1st
Aviation Battalion, airlifted a reaction force of 240 ARVN Airborne Rangers
from Holloway Army Airfield, in three lifts, to Lending Zone ZA 185166, & kil-
ometers north of the Plel Me Camp. USAF fighter bombers provided & prestrike
for the assault.

2 October: The 52d Aviation Battalion was given the_mission of de-
ploying LOO soldiers of the 22d Ranger Battalion along the route of the
Armored Task Force enroute to the beseigned Plei Me Camp, Twenty-two troop
carrying ships were used.

25 Qctober: Two Companies of the 52d Aviation Battalion assisted the
1st Bde, tst Air Cav Div, in astroop placement from Camp Holloway to an LZ
at coordinate ZA 245165.

28 October: Company A and the 119th Avn Co utilizing 20 slicks and
six armed aircraft extracted the 42d ARVN Airborne Ranger Campany from
Landing Zone coord Zi 146064 to New Pleiku_Airport in two lifts. Company

4 was released upon completion and closed back to Ban Me Thuot 28 1£00.
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NOVEMEER:

1~2 November: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported operation Quyet
Thang 172 with nine UHID, ten UHIBs and eight UH1Bs(A), along with eighteen
Marine CH-34 from HMM 363, The operation was in support of 22d Inf Div {ARVN)
using a two Bn Airborne T/F and two Battalions of the A7th Regiment. On the

morning of 2 November aircraft staged from TuylHoa South, but this time to

Landing Zone coord CQ 025372, A total of 720 troops were lifted in three lifts

The USAF provided an adequate forty-five minute prestrike of both Landing Zones

One UHIB armed received one hit through the main rotor blade from ground fire.
7 November: An air landed assault was conducted by eight UHiDs thir-

teen UH1Bs, and eight UH1Bs(A) from the 52d Avn Bn, sixteen CH-34 from HMM
363, and four UHIB(4) of 197th Avn Co. The operation involved air landing
two battalions of the 47th Inf Regt and two battalions of the Airborne Task
Force. 4t 0755 the 52d Avn Bn departed Tuy Hoa with the 1st lift to 1Z BQ
905580, All elements refueled and rearméd after the second 1lift, with the
third and fourth lifts being delayed one hour because of weather. A thirty
minute prestrike was provided by the USAF.

| 9-12 November: The period from 9-12 November, the 52d Awvn Bn was in
support of the ARVN Artillery School in a Combined Arms Demonstration at
the Duc My Training.center. Thirteen UH1D, thirteen UH1Bs and twelve UHiBs
(4) of the Battalion were used in the demonstration., All air movements and
Air Force and artillery fires were preplanned and coordinated by the Duc My
Training Center. As part of the demonstration, a total of 546 troops were

lifted on an air landed assault,
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18 November: The 52d Aviation Bottalion staged IT Corps (ARVN) Oper-
ation Than Fhong 7 from Duc Co. The 52d elements, ten UHIDs, twelve UH1Bs
and eleven UH1Bs(A) were reinforced by twenty UHIDs and six UH1Bs(A) frem
the 229th Avwn Bn, 1st Air Cav Div., Fifteen hundred (1500) troops were
lifted in five iifts from Duc Co to Landing Zone YA 84,1092, Two (2) UHIDs
from the lésﬁh Avn Co sustained light damage from ground fire, no injuries,
4 major factor in the opefation was a first for the Battalion in refuleing
twelve aircraft at a time from propositioned pods, with out shutting the

aircraft down.

DECEMBER:

30 December: To round out the year, elements of the 155th and 119th
Aviation Companies, utilized 21 troop carriers and 12 armed helicopters,
to airlift 465 troops of the 23rd Inf Div (ARVN), from Buon Ca Yang, coord
B3 010 010, to LZ EQ 280 O45. The operation was conducted in 3 1ifts and

enemy ground fire was received. There were no hits or casualties,
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