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Preface

The oﬁjective of this history is to set down in the narrative form an
accovnt of the activities and accomplishments of the 24 Battalion (Airborne),
5024 Infantry from 1 Jamuary to 30 June 1967.

Primary emphasis is placed on combat operations and major battles
fought. All enemy losses are determined by physical body count in the
battle area,

Information sources for this history include the daily journal, dai-
ly situation reports, after-action reports, and interviews with personnel
who served in the STRIKE FORCE during the operations conducted in the first

half of 1967.



Dedication

This history is humbly dedicated to those fighting men of the 24
Battalion (Airborneo, 5024 Infantry who gave their lives in the defense

of freedom in South Vietnam, 1 January to 30 June 1967,

NAME RANK UNIT DATE OF DEATH
Norman Vincent PIC E-3 Co C 2 Jan 67
Dennis G, Nicola PEC E-3 Co C 2 Jan 67
Walter L. Goshorn PFC E-3- Co C 2 Jan 67
Elmer Juckett PFC E-3 Co C 2 Jan 67
Johm H, O'Brien SP/4 E=4 Co C 2 Jan 67
Vilbur L. Kohn PFC E-3 Co C - 2 Jan 67
Larry D. Barls 11T Co C 3 Jan 67
Reinaldo Delgado PFC E-3 Co C 5 Jan 67
Ronald Parker PFC E-3 Co A 6 Jan 67
Venmial Smith PEC E=3 HHC 9 Jan 67
Alan D, Whitlock PFC E-3 Co B 10 Jan 67
Henry J. Stuckey PFC E-3 Co B 10 Jan 67
Dennis P. Neeley PFC E-3 Co B 12 Jan 67
Henry J, Teasley PFC E-3 Co B 13 Jan 67
Wilham J, Frank PFC E-3 Co B . 25 TFeb 67
Calvin B. White S8G E=6 HHC 11 Maxr 67
Elijah Smith . SGT E-5 Co B 23 Mar 67
George Tallman SGT E-5 HHC 9 Apr 67
Allen W, Porter PFC E-3 HHC g9 Apr 67
John W, Charleton PFC E-3 HHC 9 Apr 67
Kenneth James SP/4 E-4 Co B 11 Apr 67
William Proctor SP/4- E-4 Co B 22 Apr 67
Earl K. Easterling SSG E-6 HHC 22 Apr 67
Ray Turner PFC E-3 HHC 22 Apr 67
Randy L. Heerdt PFC B3 HHC 26 Apr 67
Charles Seefeldt PIC E-3 HHC 7 May 67
Carl R. Konopa PFC E-3 Co C 13 May 67
John €. Silver SP/4 B-4 Co C 16 May 67
Roy C. Chitwood S5G E~6 HHC 18 May 67
Leon Thornton SP/4 E=4 Co A 18 May 67
Stanley Janrozy SP/4 E-4 Co C 18 May 67
John W, Hudgens SP/4 E-4 Co B 18 May 67
Dale E. Wayrynen SP/4 E=4 Co B 18 May 67
Alvin R. Spider PFC E-3 Co B 18 lMay 67
Willie R, Griffith PFC E-3 Co B 18 May 67
Phillip J, Olofson PEC E-3 Co B 18 May 67
Calvin L, Taylor PFC E-3 Co B 18 May 67
William C. Preund PFC E-3 Co B 18 May 67
Oliver A, Ware S5G E-6 Co B 18 May 67
PFC E-3 Co B 18 May 67

Coil Edmond, Jr.
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WAME RANK UNIT DATE OF DEATH

Florentino Barron PEC E-3 Co B 18 May &7
James C. Martin, Jr. SP/4 E-4 Co A 9 Jun 67
Henry J. Wilhemi PEC E-3 Co B 10 Jun 67
Joseph L. Parlk . PTC E-3 Co B 11 Jun 67
Darrel F. Gaskins SGT E-5 HHC 11 Jun 67
Robin P. Milovich PTC EH- Co B 11 Jun 67

Janes We Hicks BCT E-5 Co B 11 Jun 67



Organization

The 1lst Prigade, 10lst Airborne Division arrived in the Republic of
Vietnanm in July 1965 with three Infantry Battalions: the 2d Battolion (Adr—
borﬁe), 5024 Infantry, and the 1lst ond 2nd Battalions (Airborme), 327th
Infantry. ©Since that date the 1lst Brigade Task Force had conducted virtual-
ly continuous combat operations against Viet Cong and North Vietnamesé
Army FPorces in South Vietnam,

In May 1965, prior to its arriVal in Vietnam, the 2-502 was reorganized
under Depa:tment of the Army TOE 7-55 s Headquarters and Headguiarters Come
pany was reorganized under TOE 7-36 F, and the rifle companies under TOE
7-37 Fe This basic configuration, with minor changes, was still in effect
30 Jﬁne 1967,

The purpcse of the above modifications was to tailor the 2-502 for jun-
gle and mountain fighting in a éounterhinsurgency role. Due to heavy veg-
etation, limited observation, the close-in nature of the fiéhting, and the
need for clandestine movement in enemy areas, some mechanizéd elements such
ag the Anti~tank and Reconnaissance Platoons were cqnverted to light infantry.
Thus the "Recondo Torce" was borne. Organic to HHC, it is deployed as a
© pifle maneuver element, with a strength of approximately 50 to 60 personnel
operating in two sections, This force has, to o degree, given this bat=~
talion a badly needed fourth maneuver element and has enabled it to put a
mecimun number of riflemen in the field.

A similiar change was effeccted at company level, The 8lmm mortar and
106mm recoilless rifle was removed from the weapon's platoon, leaving the

letter companies with a fourth platoon-size maneuver element,



The 4.2 inch and 8l morters were occasionally employed by HHC at the TAC
CP when conditions permitted, (28 ot Tuy Hoa, July-November 1966) but in
general they were not taken out to the field due to weight limitations and
airlift capncity. After Tuy Hoa, the 4,2 inch mortars were not utilized
until TIRE BASE CHAMPS was established during operation MALHEUR II, June-
July 1967. The semi-permanent nature of the fire base, its commanding
position in relation to the surrounding terrain and the deadspace in ar-
tillery defensive fires made it practical to euploy the mortars both in
support of combat operations and in defense of the fire base and TAC CP.

Attempts were mode to employ single squads of the mortar platoon in
an airmobile reinforeing role during MATHEUR I. The coneept cenvisioned an
irmmediately ready mortar squad with an FIC capability snd a basic load of
arrmnition thaot could be flovm in a single HU-1D to aﬁ-LZ in a rifle company
area when reguired. The concept waé tested on several occasgions and found
to have rnerit in steep terrain where artillery adjustment is a prodblem, How-
ever, as long as a rifle company operates under an artillery fan as is re-
guired by the Bde S0P, it can almost elways get the heavy fire support it
desires, ond as the limitation on melility of the 8lmm mortar squad re-
striets the moverent of at least sonc element of the company, the gain in
firepower is usually not worth the price.

The 106mm RR also made a reappearance during IALHEUR II, first in clear—
ing the Song Ve Valley and later at FIRE BASE CHAMPS, The jeep mount wes
found to be not compatidle with field operations; it éould not operate in a
rmobile role even in dry rice paddies because of thé dikes. It was found that
only static positions swch as the TAC CP could employ the 106mm RR and its

movenent rust depend on helilift capabilities,
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One other organizatiénal concept emphasised during the last several
months of this period was the divisioﬁ of the battalion TAC CP into essen-~
tially two functions; a Tactical Operations Center directed by the 5-3 and
an Administrative and Logistical Operations Center‘managed by the assistant
S~4, Both of these agencies reported directly to the Bn CO and their ac-
tivities were coordinated at a nightly conference. This concept has proved
increagsingly effective in insuring a carefully controlled and efficient
supply and transportation process and in improved operational reports and

procecures,

During 1 January-30 June 1967, as previously, the STRIKE TORCE con-

tinued to adapt its organization (and tactics) to the changing nature of
he Areas of Operations and the varying degrees of sophistication of the
enemy, which ranged from the relatively untrained and ill-equipped local

Ve to the well disciplined and full-eguipped HVA soldier.



OPERATION PICKETT

The yecar 1967 openecd with the 2.502 wnder cormond of INC Frank L, (GUN-
SIINGER) Dictrich. The STRIKE TFORCE was conducting the second phase of Op-
eration PICKETT, in an AO northeast of Kontum City, Kontum Province, PICKETT
had begun in the jungle covered mountains of the Ple Trap Valley area along
the Cambodiaon border, on 9 December 1966, but prior to 1 January the battalion
contacts had been primarily with clephwnts ond tigers.. The PICKETT II AO
eonuisted of high cloud shrouded ridges; flying conditions were difficult
and the eneny had long held the area unhindered, apparently a training
ard staying area. The enemy had an extensive trail-watcher systern: in the
AO ond his tactics consisted of delaying actions and disengagement when
contact was nmade. Num;eraus campsites, rice caches, lives_tock pens, booby-
traps, ond fortificatiens throughout the aren indicated that VC/NVA elerments
had been active in the A0 for quits some tine.

On 2 January the eneny threw 30-4- hond-grenades into C Company's
night defensive perimeter resulting in 6 US KHA. The enenmy withdrew im-
nediately with unlmown losscs.

PICKETT continues with snnll amntacts untill 14 Jamuary, when 2-502 was
extracted to its base canp in Kontum City by helicopter. VC/WVA losses
during the operation were negligi‘pla, reflecting the brief nature of all
contacts with an elusive enenmy, who operated in small groups and success-
fully avoided decisive engagenents The finnl count was 13 VC/NVA KHA, 1

POW, and 5 weapons8 aaptured. US logses were 13 KHA, 35 WHA, and 3 weapons.



Kontun to Phan Rang

Tollowing Operation PICKETT, the 2-502 participated in parachute train-
ing, with the rcst of the lst Brigade, at Kontunm. Range firing and small
unit tactics were taught conecurrently, to prepare for corring operations,
The 2-502 junped on George Porry DZ, just south of Kontun, from 16-18 Jan-
uarye. The DZ was o dry, very hard, rice paddy area, and high winds caused
sone injuries when junpers landed on the dikes.,

On 21 January the entire lst Brigade moved fron its bivouac on the
airstrip at Kontun tc the base camp at Phan Rang in a combined laond, sea
and oir operation. The Brigade had been in the field for 53 weeks, the
longest period of time any major wait has remained away from its base area
during the Victnanese Conflict. While the 2-502 was gone, wooden barrnaks
hnd replaced tents, and overall facilitics at Phan Rang were considerably
inproved, These facilities included "The Strip", whose new buildings of=-:
fered rock and roll, beer, and tea girls in almost adequate quantities.

Training and nreporation continued until 26 Janvary, when 2-502 noved

out by convoy to begin Operaticn FARRAGUT IIT.
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OPERATION FARRAGUT IIT-

Intelligencé reports indicated 2o possible enerny buildup directed at
Phan Rang Air Base was taking placé to the south. To preclude ony HOS=-
sibility of an attack on the base, the Brigade deployed to determine
the extent of eneryy activity in that area, FARRAGUT III began on 26 Jan-
wary with TF Doherty (C Btry 2-320 Arty and C/2-502 /= /) making a rotor
narch south to area ALABAMA, where it set up for the night and fired H & I
yirbo VO Secrot Base 35. Tho following day the 2-502 Battalion (=) left
Phan Reng by convoy for its AO in Ninh Thuan Province, about 25 kn south
of Phon Rong. TP Doherty rejoined the 2-502 (=) there,

The asction actunlly got under way when 2 rifle companies and the Re-
condos moved out to the west of the PAC CP on foots The 2-502 wes deployed
on the southeastern cdge of a suspected VC base area;‘the 1-327 ond 2-327
Bottolions were in positions to the north and northwest. As elements moved
into the area, minor contacts were made with small gfoups, believed to
consist of local VC with some NVA cadre interspered. The caemy made use
of secondary trails in the area, and located his conpsites near streaﬁs.

On 30 Janmuary, the brigade rcceived a warning order, and that evening
the 2-502 began extractionm from AO to TAC CP by helicopter, and then by
notor convoy to Phan Range. The STRIKE FORCE closed on its home base 31
January, after only 5 days in the field, and began preparation for irmediate
deployuent to o new AD,.

Results of FARRAGUT III wefe 7 VC XHA and 5 weapons captured. No

friendly losses were taken.



OPERATION GATTLING I & II

Arriving at Phan Rang upon completion of FABRAGUT III, 2-502 went ol=
nost irmmedintely to Phﬁn Reng oir strip, and was liffed by €-130 to Phan
Thiet as part of the deception plon for GATTLING I, which wns to begin the
next day, 1 Pebruary. The ﬁurpose behind the éeemingly haphazard extrac-
tion Ffrom PARRAGUT III, ond the swift movement to Phan Thiet, was to con-
fuse the eneny ag to our intentions; hoping to conceal the troop buildup
and the location of the target arca.

GATTIING T, unlike the usual "Search and Destroy" type operation, had
a specific purpése; destruction ond capture of VC and NVA political and
nilitary officials, believed 4o be meeting at a hidden jungle base in Bao
Toc Province, If the nisgion was coupromised by early and visible troop
noverent, the meeting would be called‘off.

Tollowingz a nassive B-52 sfrike on the target, STRIKE FORCE nnde a com-
bat oir assault, in conjunction with 1-327 Battalion and Mike Forces, to
genl off the area., This was acconplished after a brief delay, caused by
difficulty in determining that the B-52 otrike .o ¢ mcluded, and all .
units began to converge. Negative contact was made, and no signs of re-
cent eneny activity were found in the area, On 4 February 2-502 was ex—
tracted to Phan Thiet.

GATTTING IT was initinted on 5 February with an oir assoult into 3
IZ's in Bao Lec Province. As in GATTLING I, the initial phase of the
migsion was $o exploit a B-52 strike mnde on a suspected enery position.
All elenents moved‘;ff their LZ's with negative contacts, and begon "Re-

condo Checkerboard" operations in the AO.



| That afternoon "A" Company located an extremely large rice cache,
containing some 158 tons of unhulled rice., This was the first of a num-
ber of discoveries which in the following 10 days resulted in 310 tons of
captured rice, 10 tons were extrocted and the remzinder destroyed,

All units continued to search and destroy finding several large hootch
complexes and fcod caches, DMinor contacts were made, but the enemy had
broken down inbto small groups and appeared to have left the area,

On 10 Pebruary, a PCV cemp was found, and 16> indigenous prisoners
were 1liherateds It appeared that the camp had held more than 100 people,
including VC jailers and staff; the bulk of whom had been removed. The
bricf action involved in taking the camp resulted in 1 VO KHA and 2 wea-
wons captured.

During the remoinder of the opecration units were extracted from the
. A0 one at o time to return to Phan Rang and bring their gear to Phan
Thiet, which became the 2-502 forward base camp. Having moved their bag-
gage, the companies returned to the field,

o significant contacts were mode, and the 2-502 was extracted By
heliconter to Phan Thiet on 15 Februsry. Iinal results of the operation
were 7. VC XKHA, 50 detainees, and 3 weapons captured, US losses amounted
to 7 US WHA, mostly due to booby traps.

Although the resulis of the operation-seem negligible, the mere pre-
sence of Allie@ Troops in this arca (Jmown as Iilitary Region Six) served
to let the VC know that they‘could not consider any area secure from in-
vasion. MR 6 hnd been unchallenged VC control for several years. During
GATTLING II, other elements of the lst Brigade coptured a large amount
of signal equipﬁcnt, indicating that a headguarters of some impor-
tance had been operating there prior to Allied penetrntion of the area,
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OPERATION PARRAGUT IV

After spending 2 doys on mointainence and troining at the Phﬁn Thiet
Base Comp the STRIFE HORCE initinted Operation PARRAGUT IV with on alp
assault into 3 LZ's to the northenst of Phan Thiet in Binh Thuan Provincé;
The aréa under attack permitted the cnery to dominate Highway 1 from Phan
Thiet to Song Mao and allowed thern free access to a long portion of const
line. DPlatoons of CIDG fron Long Son were ottached to both A nnd B Come-
panies, The artillery moved overland behind o major road opening operation
%0 the new TAC CP, located at Long Son.

As the reneuver elermcnts begon Scarch and Destroy operations to the
soutl, rice and water caches were discovered in the vicinity of small VC
carmsites, C Company conducted a successful night ambush on n carrying
party of 12 VC on 19 February, killing 4 ond capturing 1 Al-47. During
the period of 17-22 February, several other small coatacts were nade,
generally involvinz earrying parties. hege parties consisted of 2 to 4
arned VC escorting mnle and female bearers; they moved ot night 2long
najor and sccondary trails,

This A0 was a low, rolling sandy, brush covered area characterized by
extrerne dryness, and for the first tine wnits had to be resupplied with
woter every other doy. Since LZ's had to be cut with machetes, (this re~
quiring several hours) movenent was geriously curtailed. The CIDG were -
der a very scvere hondicap, as they carried only 2 conteens, instead of 4
a5 the GI's dide To inke natters worse, soldiers began to suffer from
vordting and stomach cramps. This was attributed to impure water being

used to resupply the troops.



On 22 Februnry, all units were moved to the vicinity of TAC CP by
heliconter, ending Phoge I of MRRACUD TV, That afternoon, the 2-502 air-
lifted to fSonz Ilmo to prepare for Phase II. On arrival at Song Moo air-
strip, the companies sofi up a hivoune in an area covered by dry brush, and
there o wighap occured which cost STRIKE FORCEH dearly. A cqoking fire
got out of control, and immedintely spread over a wide area, engulfing
rucksacks, weapon®, arrmnition, hand-grenades, 60rm nortor rounds, and
IAW's, Efforts to put the fire out failed, and troops began trying to
carry equipnent out of the donger area across o dirt road., Captain Steve
Sylvasy, CO of Charlie Company, was right in the niddle of the fire try-
ing to supervise removal of TAW!'s and mordar arxmmition, whon the first
large explosion was triggered by heat. Captoin Sylvasy received severe
ghrapnel-wuunda in his chest and stomach, putting hin out of action for
over two nonths. Everyone noved across the road, and for the rest of
the night sporadic explosions kept all personnel at a safe distance fron
- the remains of the fire, The next day resupply operations began, and by
24 February the 2-502 was once agnin ready to conduct operations against
the enery.

The sudden and unexpected rdission that initiaoted Phase IT of TARRAGUD
IV was to assist an ARVN Ranger Battalion which was heavily engoged with
an estinnted batitalion size V€ Main Force Unit in the Di Tdnh-Bao Toc
area on Highway 20, Two ARVN rclief colurms had been anbushed, and a
MACV Advisor Tean was rissing, believed captured, Ioeal ARV officials
clained adnmantly that the VC were withdrawing to the west., Other sources
indicated a possible move to the south and east. Playing o hunch the Bn
CO cormitted only one conpany to the west of Di Linh =nd two to the south
and east. A feature of this operation was the very ropid deployment of
the STRIKE FORCE over a distance of over 70 km without any prior recon.
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The first indication of trouble was received at Brigade at approximately
1230 Zourw and the battalior was 40 pnosition by dark,

S.outhrz“ ¥hoof DA Tizh. € Coapany ambushed 4 VO on the' norning of the
25%h, kitling ¥ oxd cepturing 1. The POV stated that he was an intelli-
ence squad pember belonging to ¢ 200 Bottalion, and thot 3 other bat-
talion sizc ferces wers in the Di Linh area, Acting on his information

B Company was air-lifted to interdict the suspected withdrawnl route of
ons of the rcin force units. That everiing a platoon of B Company was
conght in a three~sided anmbush by an estimnted company ormed with heavy
wsutomotic weapons. The cneny did not withdraw, and fighting was extremely
heavy throughout the night. Guaships and illurdination were enployed,

but fighting was too close-in to utilize the gunships effectively. The
enenty finally withdrew on the carly morning to the 26th, leaving 9 VO KHA
and 5 weaponé. ﬁS losges were 1 KHA and 8 US WHA,

o other contacts were mde with the enemy, and the 2-502 was ex-
tracted by helicopter to Song Mao on 27 February,

The third phaose of FARRAGUT IV lasted from 3-6 larch, taking place
to the northwest of Song Mac in Binh Thuon Province., Several minor con-.
tacts resulted in 4 VC KHA oand 5 weapons captured, In addition, one,
large tigez; wag shot just before extraction to Song Moo on 6 Morch. This
ended TARRAGUT IV, a2 rather unrelated series of operations involving no
Imjor engagementé. While at Song Moo, the S-5 section of 2-502 held a
nunber of sick-calls for indigenous civilians, and assisted in movenent
of recfugecs un the Song Mao refugee centers Food-stuffs, clothing, and
soop were distributed, inecluding rice and grain that Ihnd be.enlcaptured

fron the cnemy in the field., A vigorous leaflet and poster campaignm
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wos conducted in neer-by hanlets, and 50 detainees were taken to Phan Rang
for questioning. Of these, 18 were confirned as VC, 21 as VC suspects,

and 4 a5 droft-dodgers.



OPERATION MARRAGUT V

Operation FARRAGUT V was conducted 9 through 23 March, begimning in
the VC Secret Base 35 arco svutheast of Phan Rang, and then moving slightly
nortlwest to the mome AO used by the 2-502 in TARRAGUT III. The mission
was to fix and destroy a VO corpony reportedly operating in the area.

This whole region is in IIinh Thuan Province, |

The operation was initiated 9 March with an air assault to Son Hoi,

a VC controlled horlet, by elements of the STRIKE FORCE. Ianding near the
ocean, B Comnpany and the Recondo Torce conducted a "cordon and search' of
Son Hoi, collecting 30 detainees and 1 VO POW with weapon. Then A and C
Companies nade o combat air assault to the south of Son Hoi, and all ele-
nents begmﬁ search and destroy operations to the west. A Conpony received
~ fire on the LZ, and colled in gunships, resulting in 1 VC KHA with wea-
pone Units continued to sw ep west, finding a small nunber of old carpe
gites but meking no eneny contact.

On 15 March, acting on information gained from local Vietnamese Of-
ficials, elements of the STRIKE [ORCE were lifted to an area south of
Phan Rang in the same general AO of PARRAGUT III. It wos believed that a
VC District Headquarters Company and Local Force Unit was operating in
the aren,

Sporadic contiret nade during the next 6 days resulted in 6 VC KHA,

1 WVA POW, and 5 weapons captured. Information goined from the POW, who
had cone to SVN 6 nonths before, indiccted that the unit he was with was
o VO District Headquarters Company coasisting of 70-80 versomnel (12 of
whom were VC). The wait hnd broken down into 6 man groups and split up

when the 2-502 entered the arco,
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when 2-502. entered the area.
On 23 March A ond B Companies closed on the TAG CP and noved by
tactical notor mareh to Phon Rang, while € Conpany and Recondo rnde aire-

.robile extraction. 2502 prevared for future opersiions.
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Phan Rang to Khanh Duong

For 5 days the 2-502 troined in snall-nrns and tactics and took a
well-earned holiday ond picaic on Phon Rang Beoch, Ceremonies were held
to honor the dead and to decornte the living.

On 27 March a change-of-cormind took place: INC Harry A, (BUCKSHOT)
Buckley tock cormiond of the STRIKE TORCE, and GUNSLINGER (INC Frank L,
Dietrich) said farewell to a cormand thet would never forget him,

The next day the 2-502 moved by C-130 and motor convoy to Khanh Duong,
a villoge northwest of Winh Hoa in Khanh Hoa Province. The convoy carried
the noterinl needed to establish a base camp at Khzmh Duong, and 2=502,
with the mission of securing the new brigade base, began patrolling the
surrounding area and planning for Operation SUMMERATLL. Xhanh Hoa Province
ig classified as Central Hichlands, and nost of the 2-502!'s oPemtions
were conducted in very nountainous terrain during the rainy season., This
cortbination of condituons put a considerable strain on troops and equip=-

.nent, especially during the campaign on Hon Ba Mountoin against Regiment
18-B. |

On arrival in Khanh Duong, the lst Brigade assuned the nission of
road security_for Route 21, This taslk initially fell on the 2-502 which
had C Company, 2-327, under its OPCON for this purpose, The military
:l-;vsecurity along a portion of Route 21 allowed traffic to proceed fron
Duc My to Khanh Duong without paying VC rond tolls, and helped bring the

Montngnard Villeges near the highwoy under RV control.
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OPERATION SUMMERALL

On 3 April the 2=502. was deployed southwest of Khonh Duong in the
eastern tip of Darlae Provinece to determine if VC foreces were hiding in the
area or using it as an infiltration route., No intelligence was available
concerning this area, and no signs of cnery activity were discovered. The
area was rugged ond beautiful and heavily populated with elephant, tiger
and very large deer, A CIDG Company from Ioc Thien was attached to the
battalion and remsined with it throughout Cperoation SUMMERALL,

On T April the 2-502 was re-deployed near Den Dien as a result of
IRR:ts contacts in that areas No large eneryy forces were found, though
geveral sharp contacts took place with local VC forces, As a result of
the battalion's wide ronging operations in the area it is felt thnt these
local forces were scocttered and badly disrupted: Initially A Company and
then C Conpony left the AQ to perfoxm rond security on Route 21, On 15
April the 2-502 was extrocted to Khanh Duong to prepare for Phase III of
Operation SUMMERATL.

Nurierous SPAR's reports ond Hoi Chan informers indicated that the
7th and 8th Bn, 18-B Reginent (WVA) and a company-sized VC Province Unit
weré based on Hon Ba Mountain, 18-B was an old foe of the STRIKE FORCE,
and was reportedly once again opcrational as a result of replacenents
from NVil, On the morning of 17 April, the 2-502 wns deployed along the
north and east sided of Hon Ba following air assaults onto 6 separate
IZ's., The initizl plan sent two units directly agninst the assuned en~
enyy position and two other units came in on the flanks, Cogtact wa.8

nnde irmediately with what appearcd to be delaying elements, as friendly
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units noved into the AO,

In the next 14 days, the battalion searched the rugged north and
eastern faces of the rountein from its base to its cloud shrouded crest,
lenrning the trail systen and driving the enerwy Tfrom his hiding places,
Exnepﬁ for one sharp encounter in a rocky cul de soc between the Recondo
Porce and 2 platcon fron the 8th Bn, 18-B Reginent, contacts were reeting
engagerients with individuals and smll groups. It appeared that the
eneny in noving from one area to another to avoid contact was becoming
critically short of food and several successful arbushes were conducted
on swip areas. Contacts during this Phease aceounted éor 15 VC/AVA XJIA and
11 wéapons captureds The type of weapons captured substanisted other in-
telligence that an NVA unit was operating in the area, |

On.27 April in a test of area satuotion capability, the battalion had
the Brigade Cherdeal Section drop 692 CS grenades from a helicopter on
the north slope of Ion Ba, covering an area of 6 grid squares believed
to contniﬁ the eneny bage carp and hidden remnants of the 18-.B Regiment;'
Two platoons of A Compony were deployed in the area with protective mnsks,
but apparently the CS wos not effective in driving the enerly into the open
as only two contacts were reported.

On 28 April one platoon of A Compaony conducted stay-behind operations
while other elenents noved west. Two VC, searching for food in GI trash,
were killed by the stay-bchind force.

On 30 April the 2-502. began extraction to Khonh Duong, and bhegon pre-

paring for the move north to Duc Pho,
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Duc Pho

The nove from Kianh Duong to Duc Pho began on 5 May with o rotor
convoy to Hhn Trang, II¢ Larson, CG L#EV, bid farewell to the STRIKE
TORCE ot 2 formotion on the beach at iTha Trang. The next rorning the
2-502 enbarked on 2 IST's and sailed north in caln weather to Duc Pbo,
arriving 7 May on excellent beach there. At this point the lst Bde,
101st Abn Div became a part of Task Force Oregon. The next several days
were spert building and fortifying CAREBNIAN BASE CAMP, just to the east
el Duec Pho, and preparing for Operation MALHEUR.

The MALHEUR area of operations is in the southern portion of I
CORPS, and the cneny had been very active there for a long tine, Vir-
tually all of the countryéide and most of the hamlets were under VC
control, and the Special Forces CIDG carps o the west were nceessnble
only by air.

hile establishing its base camp, the 2-502 suffered 1 US KHA and
5 WHA resulting from a booby-trap in the battalion perimeter, During
this period, 7-11 May, STRIKE TORCE patrolled the surrounding area and
set up night anbushes in the vicinity of CARENTAN BASE, Intelligence
was corpiled fron inhabitonts of the area, as well as fron friendly units
that hnd been operating there. The 3a Brigade of the 25th Infantry
Division, also part of TT0, hod arrived several nonths before the
SCRELMING EAGLES, and had already made n trenendous nunber of contacts

with squad and ploatoon sizc eneny units,.



OPERATION MALHEUR I

On 11 Moy the 2-502 conducted an cirrobile assault into NORIMANDY 4O,
20 kilogoters to the west of Duc Pho., From 4 IZ's, clenents begon Search
and Destroy opernations toward the cast, discovering mnny signs of recent
eneny activity. In the valleys, there were neat farms and well tended
fields of mountain rice and in the hills, large VC/AIVA bose canps were
discovered, and storage hootches contnining food and clothing were hidden
in the wocds neor trails, The eneny appeared to be east df the STRIKE
PORCE, and only minor contacts were rnde until the 15th,

On 15 May, the Recondo Force anbushed 15 VC, Xilling 6 and capturing‘
an 82pm noritar tube and 1 SXS. The fbilowing day A Corpany anbushed 4 VC,
killing 2 with weapons,y and B Company Ffollowed up with 2 more that after-
noon. ILate the nizght of 16 Moy the Recondo perineter on a rajor trail
in a deep valley was heovily probed. One round of friendly artillery
fire unfortunately fell in the Recondo position cousing several casunlties.
Some additionnl casunlties were caused by eneny grenades and several eneny
bodies were later found just outside the perimeter, One of the dead en—
eny had been killed in a hend to hand encounter. On 17 Moy the 2d Pla-
toon, C Conpany ran into o battalion-size fortified base camnp on hill
399, apparently still occupied by a considerable force, and was forced
tc pull back a short distonce to evacuate easualties and bringing in
supporting fires. Bdfore reinforcenents, including A Conpany 1-327,
could be brought to the aid of the 24 Platoon, the eneny evacuated the
CallDe

On 18 Moy the battalion commionder felt that it was likely thot the
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eneryy would be found on tRe heavily forrested slopes of Hill 424 (38.705322)
caught between the castwoxrd sweep of the STRIKE IFORCE and the western

push of the 2-327 Inf. Corsequently a coordinnted attack wos planned with
B Cormany in the center driving over thé hill fron west to east, A Com~
pany clearing the lower slopes on the south flank and C Compony positioned
to ottock fror the north ond ensha During the rorning B Company encountered
whot appearsd to be an eneny nedienl unit on the north westérn slope of
Hill 424 and aggresively pursved, killing eizht and copturing one nurse,
This successful action tended ta molce the lead platoon of Bravo, and the
U1DG platoon working with then, overconfident and as a result during the
afternoon they were split into several groups and pushed ahead of the
company. This set the stage for one of the three largest engngements in
whieh the STRIKE TCRCE has participated in over o yesr. Through the re-
nadinder of fhe afternoon and into the rain sodden dark night, in an in-
probable losntion on the steep castern slope of Hill 424, the enery held
his ground in a heavy engoagenent with elements of all 3 companies of

the STRIKAE TORCE. The confliet begzon when IM Booth in cormiond of the

il
o

1st Flotoon, B Conmpany sent o squad and part of the oo platoon tc se=-
cure an T7 on the east side of 424, This patrol encountered a large
eneny force that was well dug in and armed with automatic weapons, as

it noved down o ridge. 6 Ancricans were killed ond the & others wounded;
the CIDEG were scatbered, some being coptured and others escnping. As

IT Bonth roved to reinforce with the rest of his elenent, he was teken
wader Tire. The Company corriander with two nore platoons of B Conpony

arrived fron the northwest and also became heavily engaged. A Company,

in o brillantly ageressive action swept through what appeared to be a



part of the some force south of 424, capturing o machinegun, ond then turn-
ing to block the encny escape. lMeonwhile G Company made a very rapid nove
to the ﬂﬁufh and o siaskhing counter attack into the eneny's north flank,
This acticn aceounted for cleven enery soldiers and probably turned the
tide in favor of the STRIKE TORCE.

B Corpaony continued in contaet_throughout the rainy night, by norning
the eneny had abandoned his pogitions ond in spite of o tight ring corposed
of four campdnies, disappeareds A thorough police of the area by all el-
ements revealed 45 VO/NVA.XHA, 16 weapons, 12 US KA, and 33 US VHA, En-
ey fortificotions on Hill 424 were mutually supporting, nany had overhead
cover and firing ports low o the ground,

During the rest of May units continued moking contact as they roved
back into the valleys to the west then east to the edge of the coastal
plaine. 48 the SF deported o heavy odor hung.in the valley fronm the large.
nunber of bodies, both VO and water bufaldes, that lay rottitg in the sun,

The operation concluded on a positive note when B Conpany uncovered
54 tons of rice and in over 30 hours of hard, hot work, extracted the ma-
Jority of it to government control to feed refugees, On 4 June the last
elenents of. the 2-502 was lifted back to CARENTAN BLSE, to prepare for
IALHRUR II.

Tre final body count for MALEEUR I was 152 VC/VA killed, and 3 POV
and 45 weapons were ecaptured. Friendly losses were 13 US IHA and 65
wounded. Intelligence gathered during the operation indicated that the
enery belonged to the 93rd, £5%h, and 97th Battalion's, 24 Regirent,

lst NVA Division; as well as local VC forces in the area,



OPERATION MALFEUR II

Opcration MATFEUR II wes initiated T June 1967, with an‘airmobile
assault by C Company into the western portion of RISTOGHE AQ, about
30 kiloneters northwest of CARENTAN BASE to establish FIRE BASE CHAMPS,

B Battery 320th (Abn) Artillery (105 how) and G Bottery, 1lth Artillery
(155 how)?were noved into the fire base and used in support of the op-
eration, On 9 June the 2-502 (-) made air assoults onto 3 I%'s in
BASTOGYE AO, and a CIDG Conpany from Minh Long Special Torces Canp

Jjoined the operation under 2-502 OPCON, The TAC CP was located at CHAMPS ,
and all naneuver elcments began search and destroy operations toward

the Song Ve Valley.

That evening 4 Compony engaged a well dug-in company-gized forece,
After advoneing to within hand-grenade range of the eneny without being
observed, the lst Platoon began throwing grenades into hig forwﬁrd trenches,
A Corpany irmediately suffered its only KHA in the engagenent, os a faul-
1ty grenade exploded in the hond of tle lgad squand lender, The battle
continued sporadically through the night, and the next norninz A Cormpany
found 17 VC/HVA KHA, 3 FOW's, 3 weapons, 27 rucksacks, and large arounts
of médical equiprtent in the battle area,

On 10 June a small advance patrol from B Conpany was token under
fire by an estinated eneny compony. In pulling back to the rmin body
of troons, the squdd left 1 US MHA, 2 weapons, and several rucksacks in
the hands of the enery. By the time B Company was able to assenble suf-
ficient force, the eneny disengaged, taking the trooper (believed deéd)
and equipment. The next morning a sweep of the area was planned to re—

(]
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locate the eneny and rcecover the MHA. Prior to B Company's advance,

5 batteries of artillery and Tac Air prepared the arce, Disaster struck,
nowever, o8 sovoral rouls fell on B Gompmny, killing 3 and waundiné 21,
This trogedy, coupled with thns of the 10th, reduced B Compauny to a
strongth of 69 nien in the field,

Uatil 17 June?_iLe SIRTIE FORCE comtinued to make conbacts in the
AD, incrensing the body count but capturing fewer weapons as time went
on, Leaflet drops ond Psy Var broadcasts were mode, urging the people in
the Song'Ve Volley to co-operate so they would not be hurt, and informing
then that they would be re-settled in a secure area,

On 17 June the 2-502 entered the valley aren and begon cordon and
search opercations of villages there., The farmers and their famdilies
were evacuated to Hzin Hanh refugee center, and a cattle drive succeeded

.in colleeting 520 hend, also bound for Mgin Honh, The clearing took
several doys, and during this period units anbushed smnll groups of VO
nightly. The nost significant ambushes, conducted by A Coupany and Re-
condo Torce on 18 June, resulted in the capture of 2 82rm nortar tubes,
By 21 June over 1200 refugces hnd been cle red fron the valley,

On 25 Jume this phose of MALEEIR IT ended with the 2-502 accounting
for 55 VC/IVA KHA, 18 weapons, 37 VC/IVA POW's, and large arounts of
nedical and signal equipnent. Captured docunents revgaled that eneny
elements in the arca belonged to the 40th, 60th, 70th, and 90th Bat-
talions of the 1lst VC Regirment, 2d NVA Division; and severnl snaller,
local units from Quang Npad Provinee;

On 25 June the 2-502 oriented to the west, and focused its attention

on the Song Ne Valley. MATLHEUR II continued until 28 July, with several
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nore irportont engogenents, before STRIKE FORCE returned to CARENTAN
Bose Canp, hoving m;ent 51 days in the field,

The prescence of lorgé eneny unids and a stepped up rate of contact
in the Dug Pho area necceesitated sone change in the STRIKE FORCH's
nethod of operation. MNMere use was made of supporting fires, both Ar-
tillery and Tne Air, and the companies lkept nlatoons within easy sup-
porting distonce of ench other instead of separnting over wide distances.
Wight novement wos extensively employed, as it was difficult to cross
the nany open areas in the AO during daylight without rislcing enery obe-
serbation. In the area of logistics, ammnition resupply and casualty
evacuation put o heavier burden on helilifi capability thon in the past.

As this period drew to 2o close, the 2-502, under Colonel Buckley,
continued to experiment with new tactics and techniques thot would make
the STRIKE FORCE ever nwore capable of finding and destroying the enemny

under whatever type of conditions the mission would require.
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Glossary

AD = Awen of Operation

ARVE - Army of the Republic of Vietnan

CIDG - Civilinn Irrégular Defense Croup - Indigenous
A:mreennri.ea with Speeial Forced Ldvisors

DZ - Drep Zene - For poarntroop assoult

ITEV - 1st I'icld Forces, Vietnam

KA ~ Filled in Hostile Action

IAW ~ Light Antitank Weapon

IS8T — Navy troop and vshicle .carrier

L7 - Tondiug Zone, generally for helicopter assauit

or ertraction Trom AQ

ke Forces. - Monbasmard Forces with US Advisors

IVA ~ North Vietnanese Army

TAC CF ~ Tactical Cormand Post (Battalion)

WHA ~ Wounded iwn Hostile Action
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