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On a wreath argent and azure a lion r~pant or la~gued
and'armed gules charged on the shoulder with an escuteheon
per pale of the like and of the second and holding in
his right paw a staff'bend sinisterwise' of the third,
flying a standard per ,fess of the second and of the third,
and his left paw a key bendwise of the last.

The blue and yellow standard· is the:official standArd
of the town of Veghel, Holland. It was presented by
the town to the' old 501st in honor of their efforts in
liberating the village' from the enemy. The lion refers
to the position of Bastogne as a focal point of the
German counteratt~ck.
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DISTINcrlVE UNI'r-ISImfIA .

SHIELD: Argent an Ojibway (Chippewa) thunderbird
azure garnished gules.

The colors blue and white indicate the Infantry
nature of the organization. The thunderbird is
an appropriate symbol for a parachute battalion.
The motto has'its origin in a Cr.Y.uttered in a
maiden jump of the test pl~toon and is now t~n-
dition with the ,501stP3.rachute Battalion.
The description given in the original approval
is as shown above.
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This chap~er of our history is being written

during the course of a ruthless war. B3ing at war,



The purpose of this annual supplement is to chronicle
the activities of the 2-.501st.i..irborneInfantry dur-
ing the year 1969. It was a period when the battalion
was locked in combat with a resourceful enemy - a per~
iod when the battalion responded to the many challenges
it faced with a professionalism, dedication,;~nd de-
votion to duty which have characterized the battalion
throughout its history.

It is hoped that this supplement will pay tribute
to those who made the extreme sacrifice and that their
deeds will serve as standards for the rest of us who
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a. Combat Operations:
(Period l-J·i. '~:m 69)

The new year found the 2d .'J;;.f:.7.Jlic,11, ~:\.>~.stInfantry conducting lteconnais-
sance in Force UHF) Or01',<-,ct'Jl'li:; in tLdr A.S signed Area of Operation (AO)
In addition.~ the battalion continued to :iltlprove on, and provide security
for Fire ,surrort Base (FSB) .Birmingham, Boyd, Panther' II and the Pohl
Bridge. NUffi8roush~ts ~nd bullicsr conlpl~xes (froDI lr-15 huts) were found
by all companies.:T,he majority of these complexes were estimated to be
fronl 2-3 weeks old and hnd boen occupied within the last 48 hours prior
to their discovery. Cont-.ct Has sporadic throughout the month Vlith. all
companies encountering fire from the enemy in estimated groups of 2-10
personnel carrying AK-47s and liPJs. The most significant find during the
month vms made by Alpha Comp'my in the vicinity of YC798928consisting
of 15 b1.lnkers, 16 graves •. Each grave contained one NVA. ~{ounds indic.'lt8d
the HV.\s died either of Aerial Rocket Artillery (A;.1..A) and/ or small arms
i'ire. JJ;nemyequipment captured included individual weapons, mortar rounds
and srna.ll arms ammunitions.

(Period 1-28 Fab 59)
The 2d Ba.tt3.1ion, 5@:i.st (il..i.'iBL) continued RIF operations and security
missions of the FSB9s li-rlthin the assig,ned AOduring February. Numerous
huts and bunkers lvere located by each company (average peD cOmpany 15
huts/bunkers). Most of the bunkers located were about 49x59 and had one
to two feet of overhead cover. Spor~dic type contact was made throughout
the month by all comp--.3.niesof the battalion. All cOl1tacts made were usual-
ly of short dur:.ltion and iJ'iNolded an estimated 1-5 man enemy sizo force.
One contact made by A comp.'1nyresult2d in three enemy .i\..L" and 'two Emem.l
1-:1...1. Tho majority of enemy eqnipment captured this month consistGd of
60w...'1l 11J0rtc:.l~and 82mmrilOl'tar ammunition.

(Period 1-.31 Hal' 69)
Operation ~fussachusetts Striker commenced onl Mar 69. The 2d En, 501st
(~.\.r.i:JL) moved from anAO sur~ounding rSBu s Birmingham G.ndBoyd to a n8U AO
adjacent to and overlooking the A Shau Valley. The' jJn commandpost (CP)
was ostablished on FSD Whipp along with the 2d j3je'·CP.Numerous 'huts and
buxl1<:arcomplexes were located by DCa consisting of seventy plus(70+)
huts '.Jhich included aclassroCJm and 3. disponsary. Numerous sporadic type
contact W8S made with enemy forces varying in size from one or two men
enemy force to squad size enemy eler:ients. Host contacts were Elf short'

.duration with the eneInJ breaking contact' (hit and run). An estimated
enemy platoon size force attempted tobreakD Co night defensive positions.
The enemy failed in its mission and were repelled." 'rhree enemy were .
killed Dy:.:;.~.~~u"llb6dy~c~unt (DC) in the encounter. Enemy equipment cap-
tured this 110nth consisted of individual woapons. 11anyhuts and bunkors'
.,Tere dest,rcJred. '. '.. . . .

(Period 1-30 ApI' 69)
The 2d Dn 501st Inl continuedRIF operations :and FSB Security missions
within the assigned AOduring April. Numerous hut and bunker complexes
were located and destroyed. The largest complex consisted of a sapper
training area 1"hich included mockup of wire·· fences, concertina wire and
US type bu.nkers. Sporadic contacts WSES made with enemy forces varying from
on0 or two individu~ls to squad size elements. Contacts lasted usually
only a short while with the enemy breaking contact. Contact was m~de by
A Co on 4 different occassions on the same day with one lasting 55 min-
"+0 eo rphl':'l t':">'Y'lI"'::l.T'rnr·1"':'>,.,,,.; •....•"\"1'1 •.•..•.•.••• + ,n"'Y"\+.,,.,...orl "''''''Ir''\~; ot""'+O~ ')"Ji1n;nl tr nf" htlmm .anrl R?~m
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rer10a ~-~~ ~~y O~) , ,
'fhe month of hay brought m~ny changes for the 2/501 with the :~D.nVE Oi!rt
BnP S participa.tion in i1assachusetts Striker came to a close and the be-
ginning of Apache Snow while OPCU~ to the 3d BO.e. On 'the n~rning of 8
May, a change of Commandceremony was held for the doparting,CG, ~iC JoseFh
C \'Jilson and .L'l C Ii.obert L German assumed command of the 2/5J1. Head-
quarters and 11.0 P S were ch.:mgedblicl3from JTSB Whip to li'SB iiirh:Jrne ,:1."d t.h~':'i
on to Ii'SE Eagles Nost. the prGsent lO~;<:l.tlonof the ~·c.~·br.['.l0re;:-atlons
CentsI'. Cont~cts vlith the enenw 'in:'::'€' freq1.lant nT.E:;j.ng f::,om sr-;;"li.:'.d si'<.e
to lilultiple company size. On the 13th FE ·Ai.rborne CemE; ',,:l,':tli:' a he:;w~J'mor-
t3.r and RPG fire and a ground assualt by apP:i~o'::d.m3.t..9'J.y ;,::.:NVACo0 s. .il Co
Hho at the tilue secured FSB Airbor:'1<)f ::'~!Jr81_13d t!:)8 att.2.c+- 1.hich C(tme"fro~
the 1m; and 11M lasting 2 hours. A :::iJnifj,o.<w:t [:.L1'wunt of onemy eCji.lijJlntml:.
wa.s captured consisting ofn1mK'J:CO'..lS 60 '3.ud 82l'1mmortal' rounds, 82i111ilmortar
tube, light m"'.chii16'gun;:;, J.~i~-h7~s, S;(SfS .'lnd numerous s~all arms a.mmo.



(Pe't':?0.d 1-30 ·Ju~ 69)
On 9 Juu 69 the 2/501 Cl.'::;.:.l3",j ·~CJr:t;r"'.. : ( Ii'·3D:i3ir.r.lingham and our new oper-
ation (Kentucky JumP0Y') ar_d PI.: le,fv:ii'iE: ;"~j.3 operations control of the .3d
Bde and under thG oont:;:vl of t~182.2du oneo again. Contact with the enemy
was vers-: light this past month I Nith onl;'[ 0ne significd-nt contact involvin'g
D Co at 091':-5 on 1 June. D Co received CL[Jproximatcly ten rounds of 6cnun
mortar f:i.re in the ;~ight Defonsive J?osition (ND?) in the vicinity of
YD3JJ001. F'SBBirmingham on 1() June roceived 1e-1.5 60mmrounds froIn tho
vicinity YD709060, all the rounds fell short and 011 the far side of the
river .. The only buwcer complex f.ound during the month was by A Co on the'
7th of .JUi::G in the vicinity of :i.'"D.353G25consisting of eight bunkers
4vx6 v and vrith 3v of overhead cover each.

(Period 1-31 Jul 69)
The Bn :::·ntinued with the mission of securing FSBvs and conducting iUF
0pE.rCL-Lj.onsin tho assigned AO. Numerous 'contccts were made throughout
thE::mont.:l 2,fftcting Band D Cov s. On the 10th e.t 1145 , B Co was in con-
tact with a squad size force, receiving small arms and RPG fire result-
~.ng in 2 flJVA KIA and 1 pa~. On the 24th, Delta Co iV'as in contact with 3'
or 4 NVAe.t rTJ581110 J:'p,::iulting in .3 NVAKIA and capturing .3 A;"(-/+7s. A Co
on the 26th "Jhile on RTF opE3rations in the vie of lW5L~025 found. 7 NVA
KIA by snob,ll £.::Lmsand shrapnel a.pproximately 1 day old. Numerous hut and
bunker c,mu.plexes Here fou,,'1dby both A D.nd D Co~s. The largest wa.s found
by D Co in the vie of YD582120 to 534123, coni-.e.::.ro.:-;.ne;15-20 hooches - 8
of which were 15ux20a, andsix--'we:re Joux50v with at least two tunnel
entrances.

. (Pi3ricd :t~3'L:-iug)
Tila En ¥~~h the mission of s3curing fire bases and condllct~1g RIF operations
in the. s'r.o::,ignodAu .. , NUIner~u.slight contacts were made by all units in the
AG. On the 5thr B CO 'H<3.S in c0nta0t lIoTit.htfvA squad in the vic of YD522119
resulting in 1 l~VA KIA ,g.nd :t A1"~-Lj'7 captured. On thE) 16th, D Co made bon-
tact wit·h an i'1VA r:quad in the vicinity of 577134 resulting in 1 US KIA
and 1 AK-47 captured. Hecon ambushed 8 HVAon the 27th 111 the vie of]
592068 and reported four l'NA KL'". A svreep of the <:'..J:ea.C'.t first light
revealed 1 NVAKIA., 1 AK·,47 e.nd sign::> of 3'il.dcatj.on2.1 bodies that 1-VerG
dragged off. N\L'118rOUShut and bunk9r complexes vrere found by all units
i11 tho iO. These bunkers li'.vE)raged12 9x12 v and. approximately 1-6 months
old but showed sign of reCel'lt use. A.VC/'WAb~se camp was found in the
v:!_c of ID5970S4 Consisting of bunb3rs Lj.9xy with 3° of overhead cover and
m..l.~HerOUSsmall foxholes pl[',e8d ;tround the perimeter.

(Fer:':.od 1<}0 Sep f)9) .
~jm~il1g-J.:.hsF3riod 1-3 Se.p .tho .an continuAd to secure FSB Bil'mjngham,
AJ~.sen'.!·.L~n:i Po hI Ilr-idge, conducting sat1..1:L':'.tionand a.mbush OpE::c~tiol1:-3. On
I·i· Gap :;he 2/501 closed on LZ Sally and began an intensive 7 day refreshe!'
~r~ining for all personnel. The 11th of Sap marked the end of the train-
:'mg program, and the ·::3nresumed saturation patrolling and night mabushes
within the AU. On 22 Sep Co B 2/501 and .326th Eng moved to FSB Bastogne
to reopen' and prepare defensive positions'. A cordon operation was con-
ducted during the period of 27-29 Sep by Bn (-) in the vie of fD6925 to
YD7020. D/l/501 Was OPCONfor operations. Upon completion of the cordon
Cov5 A and C became OPCON to 1/501 ;,rith J) and C Covs preparing. defenses
<J.tFS:J Fh.ntogne. Contact in the AO WitS non-eXistent for the period.
On 1? and 20 Sep ambushes were sprung. Daylight sweeps of the kill zone
on the i"olloT'oTingmorning yielded negative results.

(Period 1~Jl Oct 69)
'I'hG 2/501 continusd saturation patrolling and night ambushes ,-lithin If.sd.gn-
ed AO during Oct. Several hut and bunker complexes weJ:'Glocated t.:rndde-
f,"Gro:reri. Tho la:::-gest (being located by Co i!.) con8i~;tc.'tl of 2.1. bunkers
5x:.:t.2 with 1 f()()t, o_f overhG:ld COVGT. Light cOEta.et~~'fEll·e mad€) l·rith eneTy
forces varying from one to three individl.:als. F.uElmyequipment captured.
consisted of 60mmand 82rmn.mortar ros J.nd small arms rds, also seven S;CS
rifles, thre'e .AX-4'7s, two 9mliJPistol:"fjsnd 2 srne.ll small machine l~rl.!.1.c,.:



CombatuperatiDns (CD. (PeriDd 1-"0 l'ov) • ."'",\':':~ik~if:~i~~~
During the month of Nov t.Le ~.jOl (''J:'i:t,d.xl ~fl:l.1W varied types of,missions.·",::;;:i;:'\:.i:,I,"I/~;;,,;I:::'\;';
One artillery raid was condu~tAr1:'0 E'S2~ ?'on udth B Co providing 5ecuritY,:';:\~:;"':" ''';If:ti,·,
l'1any radar rais were conG.ucted r..:y- E Co. ~h.L'11el·O".lS bunkers and huts were:.dEl7;:;\:~;;"". ·\;{!:t;\
strayed by each company. A Co had 1 N"llA lCiA in the AO vie FSJ Bastogne.Un)j:':;i:~;;I. 1',1

11 Nov the .eel moved back to LZ Sally to cc~'!.ductRefresh3r Training. On 13 'Vi>;·:,:i-;r;'ll,;
Nov the Bn ,'Tas alerted to move north and go orCONto 1-5 (N) Div. All com-·,,\:':·j~;;;·I·::\ ,
panies iUR.C1e a Combat assualt vic YJ)503635. 1.ihHe in this new AO each comparu.·;):I;·'i.~.;.<~i:':X
made contact; made at least 1 combat assualt a day and had LZ. The 3n was ,:.::c.:!:,~.::;"

complimented on the outstanding job it did while operating with the i-5th
Di'[ (1'1). The entire operation Wf3,S a demonstration of the Airmobile Concept.
On 19 Nov the En resumed refresher training at LZ Sally. On 28 Nov the 8n
moved back to FSB Bastogne to continue saturation patrolling and night:ambushas.



Period 1-31 Dee 69)
All .mmpa..nj.esconducted saturation patrolling and squad or platoon size am·'
bush38 in the 2-501 AO. C & D Companies completed a total of ten LZ° s i'0r
possible future use. Several' recently used sleeping positions were found
and 23 bunkers ~are found and destroyed. }(cn platoon began a comb~nedpa-
ti~ol1ing ol:'-'7ration with th8 li.cn platoon of the 2-3 AllVN. On 2 Dee the mortar
platoon set up a road block on HWJ 547 to prevent woodcutters from entering
~:-501 AO. All units with the exception' of C Co secured and improved the
defenses of FSBBastogne on a round robin basis. A Co conducted RIF oper-
ations Sirl of l3astogne and constructed two 1 ship LZos at YJ)S49086and Ii)
620:u.6. They conducted 6 squad sized ambushes at. night. At yDS421:J.5they
found 7 graves approx 8 months old and che~ked out a suspect &·4·0 Launch
sitp. at YDS12125_withneg resuJ.T.s. On 14 Dee at 1140 hrs they became OPCON
to 2d BiG~ Jd ARVNRegt. :3 Co aJ.,<:;ot:londucted RIF operations STtJ of Bastogne
and on 14 D~cl.;rereextracted to YD.5600:~0t.o secure 'D Co 27th EnE!, uho ....rere im-
proving Hl~ 547. Co C constructed a total of 6 one ship LZos (YD560063,
560058, 605061, 562075, 618853, 58060)8) and ambushed in [latoan sized ele-
ments at night. Un 14 Dec they were extracted to 'Bastogne in CH-47°s to Eagle
Beach. C Co returned to Bastogne on the 16th a.."2dcontinues to secure the
base. D Co secured Bastogne during t,his 1rrAek. .They found one bunker 4x2x39

<;l.tYDS12095and constructed a 1 ship 1.2 at YD6J.308). A one day saturation
patrol mission vie YD50·::6prod.'G.cednege.tive results. Reeon platoon conducted
saturiltion :;Jatrolling with the haeon pIt 2d .3np 3dAI{VNRegt unt.il 10 .Deewhe
when t,hey returned to 2-501 control 2nd GA into YIX5198. On 13 Dee they wore
extracted to &~stogne and inserted into 1D624965on 14·Dec. They conducted
RIE' operations in the area arou.nd the LZ a.nd1ITere extracted to Ba.stogne at
16Jo. 'riley ·are now on standby clue to bad weather. The morta.r platoon estab-
lishscl a r(Judblock at YD524965to prevent 1ioodcutters from entertng the, 2.,.501
AU. lin 11 D0C the roadblock was move to YD5j0994 wherej they searched all
non-military vehicles and personnel entering 1\.0. A squad of the mortar pIt
2.nda radio relay tes.rn wore inserted into ID65L}028 on 15 Dec. In addition
to our units we received the 1st Co, 2d 3n, 3d ARVN.aegt OPO)N on 14 Dee at
YD591004. This companyhas been conducting'RIF operations and ambushes in
vic YD7502. A. Co baca.'Tl8apCON to 2d Bn, 3d ilie ARVl'! on 19 Dec. They con-
ducted RIF operltions N of Bastogna and cut three 1 ship LZos•. On 21 Dee
A Co secured .3astogne while their 1st pIt secured the LCUramp in Hue. 1-1. Co
is continuing this mission at this time. C Co secured D Co 27th Eng vie of
FS3 Blaze. They had a 2 day stand-down at Eagle I~ach and they were combat
assaulted SH of FSB Bastogne t.o cut LZos west and N\tl of Dastogne. 'l'hey are
continuing this mission at this time. D Co 1ll0veddown Hw.f 547 for 6 KVs
and conducted saturation patrols 'Gntil 26 Dec. On 26 Dec, D Co GA into vie
YD5.57086J1660593, and 673997 at this tiJile. 110rtar pIt continues its ro:ad.-
block 0)'1 Hl-ry5!*7 and vlith the commasection h;·.c r"",.mv:'Jd n :-:-adi.-) l~e.L<3.y· hJ. vie
r[k:'5li{'~'~6aih':::0 ;-~S DEle. This unj.t aJ.so pe.:rt:':.c~.j,.JL1.1~l:Idin iJ;J',3ratir):1 ;·blly on 2,5
Dee T/Jith sections fr:)m each element attending. ,fl. (:0 t:lontinues to SGcure iS3
'3astogne. 'rhe 1st pIt returned from the Hue LCUl'211lP on )1 .Dee; .•-\,Co also
prOVided,secU1:'ity for' Oper3.tion Lifesr'ver and conducted recon patrols .n/Y·t,h
of .3astogne. B Co conducted r'Slconif force operat.ions RE"of ;:08 jJJ.",:,';·;?:~~,8.
l'he,Vconduct."ld ambushes at night viI) Trail Red. C Co ::;o~dll:::tl)d, .s'J.J':''':'!:'2.tior~
patrolling WE:lGt and tlW of FS:a 3:3,stagne vie Tre,n. rted .?.nd(~omlucr(,ed night
am:':ushesalong the trail. D Co cut 2 one ship 1Zo::; whi13 cond:u.cting .;:UF opar-·
at,iuns south of Bastagne.



LTC JOSEPH C. ~mJSON
LTC ROBERT L. GEREAN
LTC BOBBY F. BRASHE,~'illS;

1Jan - 7 }iay 69 .
8 Hay - 21 Oct 69 I •

22 Oct - 31 Dee 69

HAJ WALLACE S. CRA.IN
NAJ PE1'ZR F. BAHNSEN

. IW~J R.USSELL T. BOYLE JR.
11l-\J ED'/IARD P. DEC'rlRISTGPHER

. 1 Jan - 2 Feb 69
3 Feb - 19 Jun 69

'20, Jun - II Oct 69 '
12 Oct - 31 Dee 69

lLT RONALD E.· PHn.LIPS
11T JOHN E. FRICK·
1LT KENNE1'H G. ANDMWS
CPT JOHN T. THONPSON.
CPT GORDON C. JOHNSON
CPT THOlvlAS J. ROWLEY

1 Jan - 3 Feb 69 '
4 Feb - 6 Jun 69 '
6 Jun - 2.1. Jul 69

22 Jul - 11 Aug 69
12 Aug - 3 Dee 69

4 Dee - 31 Dee 69

CPT D~iIt}HTW. GALDA
C:?T ROBERT E. GATES JR.
CPT CAiERON ELY
CPT RICCdARD P. DEXTER
CPT THOMAS N. CURTIS
11T W-il.RREN F. BOIiJLAND

1 Jan - 13 :Hay 69
I!.} Nay - 27 May 69
28 Hay - 12 Sap 69
13 Sap - 20 Sep 69
~1 Sap - 3 Dee 69

4 Dee - 31 Dee 69
83
MAJ LESLIE G. GIBBINGS
l1A.J JV!ARS:'IA'LL B. JOHNSON
I'1A.J PET&1. F. BAHNSEN
HAJ RUS3ELL T. BOYLE JR.
}~J ~~~S T. OiCONNELLJR.

1 Jan - 14Feb 69
15 Fab - 19 Jun 69
20 Jun - 11 Oct 69
12 Oct - 22 Nov 69
23 Nov - 31 Dee 69 .

1LT FR..u~CIS A. C.~lnLL
lLT ·KEn~iETHG. ANDREl~JS
CPT ROBERT E. GATES JR.

. CPT ROBERT J. HAYOR
CPT PILlli1};,g E. NOYES

1 Jan - 23 Fab 69
24 Feb - 5 }'lar 69
6 Mar - 19 Nay 69

20 May - 22 Jul 69 .
23 Jul - 31 Dee 69



lLT GREGORY A. JOHNSTON
CPT CHRISTOPHER C. STRAUB
CPT ROBERT D. HERB
CPr TIIOM!\S U. C"uRTIS
JLT FRANCIS A. COOCH

:1 S.op .....12 Sep 69
J.;' Sop - 9 Oct 69 .
10 Oct - 31 Oct 69

1 Nuv - 20 Nov 69
2lNuv ...31 Dee 69

CPT WILLIAM H. JONES
CPT THOl1AS E. LEET

1 Jan - 27 Aug 69 :
28 Aug .;..2l Dee 69

eFT GORDOn C. JOHNSON
lLT '£ u ODE:N C. LESHIKAR
CPT JOHN S. ELLISON
C:f':r . JOHN tf. BRAUER

1 Jan - 24 Apr 69
25 Apr - 8 Jul 69 .
7 Jun ~ 19 Sap 69

20 Sap ..• Jl Dee 69

eFT ROBiRT G. NAYOR
CPT GORDON C. JOHNSON
CPT ROBERT J. SHEPPS
CPT CLARENCE E. OONllLDSON

1 Jan •.•27 Apr 69
28 Apr - 8 Jul 69 .
9 Jill. - 27 Nov 69

28 Nov - 31 Dee 69

CP.i' :PXERCE T. GRl\.•.NF.Y
cpr ROBER.T A. BROhTN
CPT ICUItT W. F'RANZINGER JR.
1L1' JAMES D. JULIEN
CPT LAWRENCE N. JACKSON II
CPr RICHARD P. DEXTER

1 Jan - 5 :Hay 69
6 1'1ay - 10 }f:;.y 69 .

11 l'Iay - 11 Ju."l 69
12 ,Jun - 14· J1.~n 69
15 Jun - 4 Nov 69

5 Nov .•• 31 De e 69

CPT JOHN J. PRZYBlLSKI.
lLT ROBERT H. WOOLLEY
CPT JO~~m J. PRZYBYLSKI
lLT DEI.VI.!) F. KORNEG_II.Y
1LT t:AIU,f: J. COOPER
lLT Dl\.VID ~'. KOR1'ijEGAY
CP':2 JOHN S. ELLISON

1 Jan - 22 Jan 69 .
23 Jan - 2 Feb 69
. :3 Feh - 15 Jun 69
16 Jun - 2 Sep 69
J Sap - 14 Sap 69

15 Sep - 19 Sap 69
20 Sap - 31 Dee 69

CPT ROBE"JtT E. GATES JR.
CPT DOUGLAS TERREL
CPT JOHN E. KELLY JR.
CPT THGriAS H. CURTIS
CPT JOHN T. THmpSON

1 Jan - 5 Har 69
6 l·iay - 2 Jul 69
:3 Jul - 24 JUl 69

25 Jul - 20 Sap 69
2l SElP - 31 Dee 69 .



Roster of Key pe~sonn! 2d En .5Olst Abn In! as of 1

-HILSON, Joseph C.
CRAIN, TW'aLlace S.
GIBB1l1GS, Leslie G.
PHILLIPS, Ronald E.
JOfJES J -ltI:.tD.i8m Hr.
CAJIJI,L,Francis A.
GALDA, Dwight D.
TRABERT. Thomas vi.
&\RBEE, steve G.
BROlrJ}T, Robert A.
~-,NDRE1JIS,Kenneth G.
DANIEL, I,8Hi.s C.
EDLIN, lloJ.:<:·,on L.
11'1ILLJ...:UlS I otis
QUICK, Richa.r'd L.
GA_J.-qI~ER,William H.

NAJ
MAlT
lLT
CPT
lLT
CPT
lLT
CPT
CPT
lLT
CSlf
SFC
HSG
MSG
CW2

---co'
XO
S.3

, Adj
En Surgeon
s4
S2'
LNO
Comma
S3 Air
PBO

'CSM
PSNCO
S2-Sgt
s3 Sgt
l"'mt Offi cer

BIIC Company C

JOHNSON, Gordon C. CPT PRZYBYLSKI. John J. CPT
EJYillREY, Edward E. E-8 REYNOLD:3. Anthony E-8

Corr.pe,ny A Company.].
I

l'IA.YOR,Robert G. CPT GATES. Robert E. Jr. CPT

BR!~NDER, Frederick E-8 WRIGHT, Jerrell F. E-8

Company B .fOmpany E

GRANEY , Pierce T. CPT HOGENAUER, Ed.ward L. lLT
CROLEY, Jessie B. E-S- BAGINY, Joseph A.: E-8



r e, •Roster of I\.sy Personn~_, 20 "An .501st .l\..bnIni.' as of ay

. Bt\-1'X::~ION J;.'U',-;)~JA.RT~R'3

GERHAN, Robert lj Ll'C CO
BAHNSEN, Peter F. K~.J XO
,WfmS01:J ~ Mar31vilJ.l B•. :Wl..l S:J
FRICK, John E. lLT. Adj .,~rONES , 1.Jjlliam H. CPT Bn Surgeon • I

.'

G!l.TJ:5,Rob8rt ~.Jr. CPT 84
GATJD/.; Dwight D. CPT 82
SUIJLIVAN, Leo B~ lLT LNO
B:'.RBE;I~ J stevo G. CPT Comma
GRA.l'JEY , Pierce T. CPT SJ Air
S CI1NTI:IDER, James E. ct.J2 PEO
till.RZ:IlmCK ~ Naul"ice J; (~2 Mnt Officer
Dl\NI;'j;rJ ~ LeI-TisC. CSH CSH
l~D:r.INr Horton L. 8FC PSNCO
\~m..L:c..iIj1S; Otis J,:LSG 82. sgt
QUICK~ Richard L. ¥1SG SJ Sgt·

IlliG Company C
LE.SHIK1'w.l., TQOden C. Jr. l1T PRZYl:lYLSKI. Johll .I. CPT
HA.RTINEZ, Ernest G. E-8 JONES, Hack E-8

Conrpa,12L! . Company 1}____l."'-

JOHNSON, Gordon C. CPT TEBnEL, D01::.g1as .CPT
SlL VER11AIL, David E-8 \-ffiIGHT.Jerrell F. E-8

Company B. COIEEan;y E

BRONN, Robert A. CPT DEN'rON~ Warren G. CPT
SCHOR-B., George E-8 B..llGINY. J05eph A. F.r8



ROSTL!l OF KEY P'!:RSOI!' 2d Dn 501st Abn J:n£ as of 22.t 1969

B{.Tl' ~;'10'1 -~". T 'lij'A'7:)'T -. '3..~·::'.;:.~~:._l..~~~( •.,l:,!;tJ. .•.

Bfu\SHE/l.R.S I Bobby F.
DEC'"rlRISTOPHER. :!Edward P.
BOYLE. RU.ssel1 T. Jr •.
JO}lliSON, Gcrdon C.
LE":~T, Thomas E.
NOYES, Phares E.
CURTIS, Thomas :H.
APPELliAN, Gary K.
BOloJLAND, Warren F.
RlliGUI,L ~ Raymond C.
STR,lUB r Christopher C.
SCFlNEJ.DER, James E.
M~nZ]}rECK, 11aurice J.
mNIEL, lewis C.
li:DLIN, Uorton L.
ltVILLI/uiS, Otio
QUICK, Richard L.
HERB, Robert D.

BR.::~U~R, John v[.
JOI-fES, 1:1lJ,ck

SHEPPS, Robert J.
LUGO, Jose A.

ComEany ~

JACIWON, Lawrence M. II
:SCHORR, George

CPr
.E-8

CPT
ll;-7

CPT
E-8

LTC
KtJ
HftJ
CPT
CPT
CPT
CPT
lLT
lLT
lLT
CPT
Cv12
C''!l2
C31'I
BFC
l'ISG
HSG
CPT

I

ELLISON, John ·S.
REUT:~R, Gerald M.

ColllpanZ :0:

THCMPSON, John T.
JONe;S, Frank N.

fomp!iillY E

HERB, Robort D.
BA,GINY. Joseph A.

CO
XO
S3
Adj
En Surgeon
s4
82
LNG
LNO
ColJllllO

83 Air
POO
I1nt Officer
Cmi
PSNCO
82 Bgt
83 Sgt
.85 .

CPT
E-8

CPT
E-7

CPT
E-3



e fit
P@SON~:.I1:L M~~EIVING i\~{,\JDS 1969

1.
2.
3.4.
5.6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
li.
12.
13.
140

:1.5.
:1.6

017.
:l,80
19.
20.
21.

.22 .•
230
24.
25.26~
27.
28"29.
30.
31.
32.
33.34.
35.36.
370
38.
.39 a

40.
41.
42.
43.
41.)·.

I\RJ1ENl)/lllIZ, Patrick N.
B!\.G3,3, 'ililliam F tI

BARSKI, Roger
B,\RSKI, Roger
BROHN~ Lewis Ad
BURNf.!;TT.0, Vi ck L.
OIERRY, Corbin L.
COOPi:!:R, ;~ar1e J.
COOP&~, Earle JD

CUSHING, Patrick J.
DANITI:L, Levris ::"
GEPJ::L.'\N,Robert L.
GI.:!;Gi!;L, PD:trick

. GRb.NFIT, Pierce Tn
HfJ:,:S~ Nichael J.

. HUNTLEY, Bens on
JOHNSON, Louis
JOHN.SON p Harshall Bo

JONI1S, l1:l\clc
KlGLLY~Jolm E. Jro

IaNG,' Br.uce T.
IITNGp Horac:a IIo

KO&1IJ(!;GAY, David F.
LOVIT:LL, Jin~l1Y W.
HANN J Hi chaE:ll J.
U;\RQU8Z p Clom
Hi\.YOn, Robort G.
NC HENRY, W:Ulialll La
HOORE, Van Ho II
NICHOLS, Edward Eo
ffiLCIOS, Tony
PARIO:1:R, George ~le
P(];CK, Ernest .8.
PECi.L3:,Robert A~
PIT'r 0 Ho't-rard .
POOLE;,·tiilliam D. Jr.
no~~m,Thomas La
SCIIHIDT, James
TERFVlili , Douglas
TROPFp Steven L.
VAN H0031!:, Claude l1q

VEIS, 110gar Ao

.~'JIIJ-,Ii\.HS J Brian S •.
'tiCLSON Joseph C.

E7
'E3
03
02
02
02
E9
05
E4
02
rI:6
E5
'E4
04
E8
03
02
E7
02
E3
02
E6
·03
E4
02
E5
E4
E704
02
02
E3
.fl:5
i!:4
03
E3

.E3
E3
E3
05

30 l'1ar 1969
23 Har 1969
13:Feb 1969
13 [,'lay 1969 '.
23 11a.r 1969
13 Hay 196923,Har 1969

. 22 Nar 1969
19 .Jun 1969

8 'Ap~ 19.69
23 Har 1969
30 Hay 1969
251'1ar 1969
20 Jan 196925 IvIar 1969
26 Jan 1969
30 .Na.y :l.969
13 Hay 1969
lO Apr 1969
25 Jul 1969
9 Apr 1969

..9 Apr 1969
23 J:tIar1969
23·l1ar 1969
27 Aug 1969
23 Hay 1969
18 Jan 1969
13 Hay 1969
23 11ay 1969
23 l1ay 1969
3 Apr 1969 .

13 Hay 1969
13 Nay 1969
24 IvIar 1969
13 Hay 1969
13 Hay 1969
13 Nay 1969,
8 Apr 1969

23 Hay 1969
13 Nay 1969
23 Ma.r 1969
.13 H~ 1969
20 Jan 1969
23 l1a:r 1969



. 1. BRA.SH.:;:."i.H.S, Bobby F.
2, BROOKE, Charles W.
3. BROiJN, Robert A.
4. D!\lJI..~, Lewis C.
5. JOHNSON, 1'1arshall B.
6. WILSON~ Joseph Co

1. k"1BOGAST,Carl F.. Jr.
2~ ALBRECHT, Denver D.
3. AV&LINO, Jose T.
4. BJ:1BL;<.;y, Odell D.
5. BECIClR.:i'ii chael J.
(;" BSNA1]IDi~Z I RumaJ.do
'1. m;VIS;; 5 t.anford J. D.
33 BEVI3~ 3t~nford,J, D.
9. BINGM..\N 1 Gerald D.
10. BIV~:NS, La.rry A.
11.a.::rmiAN I T1Jal ter Po
12 • BO:t/.L.!~ND,W a.rren
13. BOYDSTON, Oscar
14; BOYLE, Stephen D.
1..5. BRANCOI .r\nthony J.
16. BR!\.NNENI Bobby R.
17. BR\\l'·1S0N I Sammuel
18. BRQjJN:.G I 'Fredrick
19. BRUC:;~\James E.
20. BULLINGi.!:R, Kenneth
2.1. BUR.l(~TT, ·.llijah W.
22 • Bu:':UH~i, ':lillie, ,J 3 '

23. BtJR.~"t:1:f,"(;rillie J.
24. BUSSIi:LL,Ri.chal"d A.
2.5. C.'l.ROL.AN, Nichael O.
'26. CARR!'&, '~'layne R. ' .
27. a-IRIS T~ns 3:NI Hi chael F.
28. c~-rmm, Dbnald L.
29. C03U?JI, Gerald W.
30. COG-UlAN, Charles' G.
31. COLH~,Jollh'J.
32. CON/I.lAY, London
JJ. COP.!J:L·~1ifI)) Jerry D .•
J'h COR8f£TT1 Donald, .
35. COillrrs I Kennetl1.
;6. COORTNi:IT, Jil1nnY D.

OJ
139
OL~

. 05

15 Nov 1969
4 Hay 1969
2. Feb 1969

23 Jan 1969
6 Apr 1969

2) Jan 1969

BRONZi.!; STAR Hith ~'V~'

E4
02
E:1
E3
11:3
E4
02
02
85
E4
E5
02
E5

'E5E5
E4
J~4

, E4
~4
~5·.
E4
'1'6,Il.o

E6
E4
'G'J. j,!,

J1:6..•.5.t:.o -

'1~3
" B3

"')""::"E4
..

~3
Jj;4
.EJ.j.

E5
EJ

13 Ma.y 1969
10 Jul 1969
23 Ha.y 1969
1) :Hay 1969
7 ApI' 1.969
.5 ,(\.pr 1969

13 Nay 1969
. 23 Hay 1969

23 Har 1969
6 Apr 1969

30 N:ay,1969
25 Oct 1969
13 11ay 1969

. 5 Apr 1969
"lJ Hay 1969
23 l1ay 1969
13 Na.y 1969
30 Me.y 1969
23 Ea.r 1969

.3Apr 1969
10 Jul 1969 .
16Uayi969
23' 11ay-1969
23 ,Hay 1969 -19:Apr 1969
22 lIar :1969
27 Jan 1969

7 Apr 1969
4 ApI' 1969

13 Hay 1969
10· ll.pr "1969

.3 .\prt1969
2.5 Oct:;:1969
13 May'1969
13 -Hay'1969
25 Jul 1969



rONNJ1L R:};C..£IVING,,AilA1lJ)S, .1.969· e
BHONZJl: STAR with :~-Irl(C011tinuec!)

127. r!JTILER, Bernard
128. HONTEVERDG:,lftguel E.
129. MOORE, l1elvin' E.
130. MORGAN, Dennis H.
131. HURPHY, Roger
132. 1'1UPJUY, Patrick W.
133. EUSE'VJICZ r John J.

" 134. NISSEN, G01'ald L.
1350 OqLR~~Y, Patrick
136. OLLIE, Zarle
J :37. OLSON ~ Ing2.vslcl J.
138. OLSON, Ronald 1.
139. OUT:v.!\,TBR, N'ichael
l.tj.J. PAt1t::rO'), Tony
:!.~~t.PALaZZOLO, Joe A.
j,42a P,~\RI[.D~Franklin
,I, ,1+J. n"J~;\S~ No:rman -R.
"1.4,4. PARLIER, Kenneth A.
:1):·5. FA;,lLAK Q Paul
1'+6,,, PENA, Frall~{
1.1+70 PITISCI, Louis
:t480 PITTr-1A.NI <\1~'!:hur11'
1'+9. POWELL, ,Ri chard .A..
150. PRZYBLSKI, John J.
15l. PU~, Arthur J.
152. rrm) Arthur J-c
1.53Q F:,SCj,'OR, Roger. G.
19h RECTOR, John No Jr.
155. REG'l?:LS lIT, Edclie U.
156. ROBll1S0N, Ed.w:u-d G.
151. ROBINSON, Ed:~.m,rcl G.
193. ROBINSON, Hiclw.rd'1'I.
159. ROEERGE 9 Kenneth 11.
160. ROBJ1RSlHi.Vl ,1,villiaru. F.
161 ~ ROBERTS,John re. ,
162. RODRIGU'.:£Z, Tommy L.
16j. ROE.:r-JN, Th,omasL.··
164. RUSTON. Bruce E.·
165. t7.UnIEP.FORD, 'JaM Ro
166'. Sl-':t'P.·· Nichasl A.
167. S,I\LCiCCJA; Paul An
168. SA.UNDEES. :Srv.CEI T~
:t69. SCHOHR? George E.
1.70. SCUILL!l.,' Vinoent s.
171.. SCUILLA,Vincent S.

20 Jul 1969
13 Nay 1969
27 Aug 1969
23 liar 1969
12 liar 1969
26 Nar 1969
25 Jul 1969
2) May 1969
22 Mar 1969
1) Nay 1969
2511ar 1969
26' Jan 1969
13 l-1ay 1969

8 Apr 1969
13 Hay 1969
1) Feb 1969

7 Apr 1969
23 l1ay.' 1969
22 Apr 1969
1 Apr 1969

i) I·fay 1969
13 Nay 1969
1J Nay 1969
2'.'3liar 1969
30 Jan 1.969
22 }far 1969
23 11a.7 1969
20, .Jul 1969
2) Ma:t' 1969
7 Apr 1969

19 Jun 1969
1-9 Jun 1969
19 Jun.1969
13 l:Jay 1969
23 :rial;" 1969
1.3 l1ay 1969
13 Feb 1969
13 May 1969
16 Apr 1969
21 11801" 1969
13 May 1969
20 Apr 1969
30 11ay 1969

7 Apr 1969
19 'J1.Ll'l ~9~9

01
'VI-
E)
E3
E4
E4
E4
E4
E5m
;.:G.5
E7
E3
E4'
11:4
E4
E4
E)
E4
03
02·
02
E4
02
E4
E)
E3
E)
E3
E)
E4
E3
.G:5

'''').c.
02
E501.
E8
j~3
EJ



_130i~~1&..~1.G~J3i\i.u:;8-Ai,iiLiM 1969 4ft
A11L7 C'C.'l~-::::JDLTIC.lJ l::::WIL II ith J'V:,------ ,----

39. KELLY, Daniel L~
40. KEYSER, Frank E.
41. KOPYSTMJSKY, Bohdan
42. KUGL&"1, Daryl S~
43. LAMPIITN,Herbert D.
44. LESSIG, Richard L.45. LUCERO, Josep)l A.
46'. life G.\.RTHY, Joseph
47. MC IUT,IRE. Barry J.
48, MILLZR,' Donnie J.
49. 110NTES, Daniel G.
50 0 lIDON, Ray E.51u MOSS 1 Connie R.
52. }fULLAlilE'i p John P.
.53. UULLANEY~ John P.
~l+Q 1:IEill1.1\.N, Randall
55•.•NEVIL, Randall C.
.56'0 PATIISON, Jack E.
Yl. PIETfu'..SZEWSIIT; John J"
539 REGELSla,' Eddie 1:4
59,. REITH, Richard W.
600 ROBERGE. Kenneth 11.
61. ROYAL, Hilton L.
62. ROYAL, Milton L.
63. SANDE..1iSON. JimmyR.
64. SCHEFFEL, Elclie D.
.6".5. SHAVE..,'q, Larry W. '
66'. SILVERNAIL, David II.
67. SINGLETON, Bill D.
68. SKOLNIK,Stirling
69. SMOTI-IEml''JJ, Lowesll C.
70. SPICi~R, Hichael J.
71. STALL. Robert A.
72. STiilllffi, Gra.dy L.
73. ST15i·li\.RT, Ch~les E.
74. SUGGSJ Robert D.
75. SUTRIIN, Hiohard L.
76'. TRAINOTT;J:, Donald 1:f.
'17. TR1~INOTrI, Donald U.
78. ~IJM.JICER, Jamss N.
79. WILLI1I.11S,Sterling
80. ~m..SON, Joseph C.
81 c 1rIITII@lS I Vernon J.
82. VSAIS, Joe

E4
Eli-
02
E3
E5
E4
1];4

16 ApI' 1969
10 Jul 1969

5 Aug 1969
16 Apr 1969
9 Jul 1969

16 Apr 1969
13 l-1ay 1969
1.3 May 1969
13 Hay 1969
13 May 1969
9 Apr 196913 May 1969

1] May 1969
20 Jan 1969
9 Jul 1969

16'Apr 1969
13 Nay 1969
i) May 1969
1J I-Iay 1969
16 Apr 1969
20 Jan 1969
25 Ma.r 1969
27 Hay 1969
\9 JuJ. 1969
16 }1aY' 1969
25 Hal" 1969
20 Jan 1969
22 Apr 1969

5 Aug 1969
10 Jul 1969
22 Apr 1969
16 Jul 1969

5 ApI' 1969
20 Jan 1969
1,3 Feb 1969

5 Aug 1969
25' l1ar 1969
23 Hal" 1969
16 ApI' 1969
5 Aug 1969

29 Apr 1969
19 Jan 1969
20 Jan 1969
22 Jan 1969

.E)
E4
E4E.3
EJ
E4
E4.
E4
E3E5
E4
E4
E4'
E]EJEJ
'r;l],rl,

E3E5
E8
E3
E5
.E5E3
:[];1+
E5
E4
E5
E4-
02
02
E3
E305
E4
~5



e \N1tt fa
NAMJi JJi:0\L~;" QQ. DATE "'TOmr:Q" 'lCarara., .'~7aJ'neR •. 3c+~e D 22.Apr F~J',7ithe:;:'s,VenlOJ..1cJ •. Sp+ B 23 Apr G8rlKraushi.ed, Da"v-~:"d. H. :"(I, i\ B 23 Apr GS7~U.t.

Johnson, steve ~. S(~.I~ B 23 tLpr 3G\\fRe.inheimer,· David r~iI• Sp4 B 27 Apr Gm7j

Christensen, William PFC B 23 Apr G'317
Kaufman, Yli11iam Bpi!. B 23 Apr G"'1T.l'.0 ~~Gump, steve- PFC HHC 26 Apr Fi1'
McMahon; John D. . PFC B 2SApr GSW1,7insted, Robert c. Sp4 A 2; May or
Jordan., Dermis PFC A 2 May 01
Ve.ga, l\fe.lson EO' PFC C lO May or
Murray; Patrick :~l•. Sp4 HUe 10 May 01Salye.r; Larry ro Sp4 C 10 Ma.y orIJ.~ill1.rray; Patrick '(1•• SGT C 10 May iT:!
~~eague, P2.ul s. Jr. PFC E 13 May F"1f
:Kitchens, Alonzo Jr. PPC E 13 May F1Jl

'Krie gel", Donald L •. Sp4 RHO 13 May MFT'[ .
row'ell; Richard A. Sp4 E l3 May MFii"
Weston, Mark L. PFC E 13 May MF~l
Palazzolo, Joeseph SGT E .13 Ma.y MFW
Ollie, :Earl Sp4 A 13 Mc,y MF'}
Rodrigues; Tommy L. PFC A 13 ~Jip.y MF~7
Bullinger, Ken S(+T A 13 May MFiJ
Oli ver, .Leroy SFC A 13 l\'Iay 'MF1J
Cushing, PE~trick lLT A 13 May 11Fl[
Ve:t.s;Roger A.' PFC E 13 May B
Kuhn, Joeseph Roo Sp4 E 13 May MF7!
3chmidt, James' Sp~- Hlfe 13 Ma,y 1\1F~{
Kent, Carlos G.,. Sp4 E 13 May MF7
Keister; Arthur N. PFC A 13 May MF~,7
Steiner, James V. PFC A 13 May or
Queen,' John ",:I. SGT A 13 May F'J
Er1ckson,'Richard Sp4 r, 13 May' T;p'"

.1"1- J.l :,./

Robershaw, 'ffiL'.iamF. PFC A 13 May Or.
Burnette, Viclt L. .' PF;) E 13 May HF;}
Bsrham, Willi2m H. PFC' E 13 May MF',7
Gutierrez, Er11.esto PFC A 13 May. MP":{
Hegler, .Roberto M. ' P]'C A 13 May MF'.:Y
McHenry, }i11iam L. ,Sp4 RRO 13 May or
Ga~rkin; Roger PPC A 13 May F"J
Dilger, Darryl J3GT A 13 May F~-(
Sa1cicci.a, PalU1··A•. SGT A 13 :May MF':'I
Poor, David 3p4 A 1.3 May F~'I
Thurman; James T. Sp4 D 13 Nay S'·}
Estevez,. Jose R~' PFC D 13 May S'H
Conlon; James R.· . SP4 E 13 May "-:r::').,

Parker,'· George W.· Jr •. SF.p E 13 May' CP'f, i:)I'

Crowd~r, ~ose~E R. ' PJ!'C i'i' 13 May ;];..[..,ca
'":.... -

... "

. .;.... . .
• ",' I

.. '.- ..

- ~... I ,-.,.••~32



IfMllJt "
BantA.; Malcom J~.
IC~.sid, .Michael. "II••
Lozano; Jose R"
Sareta,'Hanry .
Oavallo, Richard J•.
lbrring-ton, \Villie O.
Branco, Anthony'J.
:\/ie-ks j' Edvlard O.
Outwater, Micha~l
Hardy t M~ltoli H.Lugo; Jose A~
Moon, Ray E.
J oh11.(3on, lrhomas
Oounts, 'Kenneth
Coghian; Charles .
JOIUlSOllj Gordon C;
Goodman, Robert F.
Ervin, .Lyle S.
Stribling, William P.
Olsen, .Ingva~ld
Neuman; Randall
Miller; .Bee
1;Vaters, "George ·R.
',lest, Richard D.'
Simeone;- Craig
Smith; Richard'T.
Bro'wn~ Lewis A"
Acconcia, Anthony A.
Kugler j •Daryl S. 0,

o 'Harra, James p.;
Ree.der; Harold E.'
Larson, Michael J.Grrolt~ Sylvester .
Nichols.; Edward E.Thacher; Frank B.Des Jardin, William
Mitchell, Ja:mes Jr.
Nissen, .Gerald L.
Foyti¢h, Richard
Sharp " 0 Herman
killer; Bernard F.
Gugn.on; Raymond
Miller; Bernard F.
Lovell. Larry
lI;}Tche; Al ton ;
111it e; Thomas L. 0

Dykes, Richard R.
MasUl~~ga,Clifford,M.
Ma.r"tin, ,Rober 1; R~
Gro~inger! Oharles"

BJ.0;IK·
~Pt~.
8G~~
SP"~
P1!-C
PPC
81'4
SG·T
SG'r
SGT
Sp4BFC
PFO
Sp4

·SGT
PFO.
CPT.
PFC
PFU
Sp4
Sp4,
Sp4
Sp4
PFC
PJ.!'C
PFC'
SGT
SFC
PFC
PFC
Sp4
Sp4SGT
Sp4
SGTPFC
·PFaPFO
PFC
SGT

. PFC
Sp4 .
PFC
Sp4
:3GT
Sp4PFO
Sp4PFC
p:~IC'
SGT

CQ..
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E

lIRG
E
A

'A
A
A
A
A,
o
C
Go

·0c
c
C
B ..
C
C
C -
CHHO
A
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D

nAT.E.
·13 May
13 May
13 May
13 May
13 May13 May
13 May

'13 May
13 May
13 May13 May13 May
.13 May13 May
13 May

_-13' May
121- May
15 May

",15 May.
" l~ Ma.y

1·5 May'
15 May

,15""M:ay .
15 Ma~
15 Mtty
15 May,,:
15 May
15 May15 May
18 May
19 May
23 May
23 May
25· May'23 May
23 May23 Ma.y
23 May
23 May
23 May
23 May

. _ 23 May
23 May

,23 May,
-23 May
23 May
23 May
23 Nay
23 May
?3 May

'I"fQWTDq
SWSW
SVT
B
SWor
0\7orSW
S\l
B\!f·
::.J 11
01:
3'Jor
B(' •
S'ill
SIT
SWSWSW
S~l

.. SlJ
SY{
8W
8'7
SW
S,\'f
8'.1
'8\1.
G3W
SW

'CW
SVl
:3W
GS'7
SW
G3W
BY}
37/
B
B
SW
SJ
3V'/
S"d
3'.1
W1



HALe
Kline, 'Manuel
Becker; l\~icha.el
';/aters, George
~:iliite, Dennis lVI.
Thompson, Bobbie
Ko.hle.r; Jolm R.
Miller, ' Leo J.
Grotzke, Allen P •.
Roy-al; Milton L.
Cla.rlt, Robert A.
D~'niel, ]\'[ichael D.
Banks, Larry
IEercado, 'Jose E.
Courtney, Jimmy D.
Engleworth, ~.Tilliam J•.
Hoof, Arnest
Landi s; ]!.~i11ard1.
Conley, Butord
Singl.eton, Bi1ld.
Green, George L.
Iiankil1.3 , John L.
CarpenQer, Leonard"
Connell; 1\~ichael E.
Goodell, 'Albert N;
McConnel, Larry J.
Ste":1e,rd, , Charles
Zaragosa, Victor
Bryant, 'JO!-111. R~
Goodell, A1l)ert N.
Griffin; fo,l. J.
}{onstad; Timothy
Hendren, Michael D.
Jones, .Prince
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M:stromarino, Fred
Prui tt, \7illiam
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Troll,'Eugene A.
Mull er, .Larry' .-;.
Paradis, Edm1L~d A.
P~zona, Jeffrey F.
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2-501st
Areas ,Of Combat Operations With Index
1. NXVADAEAGLE/17 1'1s.y".68;";.28 F~b 69

2. l/1AS:':'.~CdUSBTrsSTRIKER/l Har 69- '8 i·lay 69

J. ilP.AC~lE SHO~~
(OPCON 3d Brigade)/10 ~~y69-9 Jun 69

4. CAi:1PllEL.... STREAt·iGa/ll July 69-15 Aug 69

5. ,CLAIBoam: CB1J:rES/l5 Aug 69-28 Sep 69

6. REPUBLIC SQUADS/28, Sap '69-6 .Dee 69

7. RANDOLf'H GIEN/7 r..ec' 69- Pr8sent
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DEPiULT.d.:;.J"J. 0l" ',i'ID}; .tIB,i>lI
Headquarters, 2d Battalion (lU\l)". 501st Abil Infantry

2d Brigad3w 101st Airborne Division
APO.San Fr~n0isco 96383

~im:VE ON':

Commanding Officer
2d Brigade
101st Airborne Division
APO San' Francisco 963S?

1. Narrative description.
Division Historian.)

(Annex A contains detaiied harrative by

a. Detection of infiltrating sappers requires new or differ~nt tac~
tics and 'possibly the use of mo~e SOPhisticated and sensitive flares and
intrusion devices.. .

b. Const~nt ek'llphas1.smust be.:gi1teh to insure that pi~toon leaders.
and platoon sergeants do not locats themselves in the same position,dur-
ing a night defense., '

c. Pr~seht bunkers offer little or no protection against dire9t ,fire
rockets and in fact ten to increase the casualties by offering an attrac-
tive target.,

d. There is a def.inite need to reemphasiz~ ,~he need to wear steel
pots and flak vest during practi'cc::arid:other alerts, ASide from the
protection afforded they serve to identifY Up from naked and half naked
NVA, ..Artillery men customarilY vlo:t-karound their h6wi.tz~~s stripped ~o
the waist. DUring the sapper attack many of the artillery rt1en"tere dif-

'ficult to distinguish from sappers in the half light and as a 'result '
riflemen held their fire until they could positively identif,y friend and
foe" Fire 'base rules should require the wearing of shirts after 18qO
hours to include the requirement,'to wear' the shirt while sleeping.

e. 'Poor terrain selection of fire bases invites attack and'aqy poor
location selected due to temporar,y t~ctical considerations should certain-
ly be relocated as soon as this tactical necessity is removed.



a. That development 'of a more effective type of trip flare be consi-
dered.

b. Th~t itnmediate action betaken 'to obtain the A1~/GSS-9 intrusion
device. This device is a simple'inexpensive wire type device which pro-
perly used would make sapper entry extremely diV'icult. 'I'hese CcGVi'J8S
hGY8 been on order by this battaJ.ion for more V,J.a.j,1 a iWllt{i.

e. Tllat strong ?cJlsideration bo givo:nto providing pel"'imetar light-
ing for all fire bases. It would9.ppear 'chat the expense of portable
generators 3.nd lights would he les::; th:ll1 the cost of illUIlli.nation pt'o-
jectiles and more effective for detecting penetration. In any situation
where the fire base is en location for more th3.n :l few days, lighting
would offel~ very litt~le if e,ny &ssistanct3 to the 'lie.

AV"DG-BI.;-X e _
SUillEC'l~ After Iteport, Sapper .•ittack on I1'S3Airborne

D~rknef:S ~nd the surpris0 g~in9d under i~~ cover is th~ indi$pensable
e ament of a SUCCassful sapP'31~attack. Libhting 'WOuld take a~vaythat

d
eaver ~ad. would appear to offer assistance in detectinv and tharef~re

.' efeatJ..:lg a sapper attack. ' t:I

.ulll.o'uort L Gor!.1.:::.rl
:W,;J'::;H,'i' L. G::;"(l,.•.•u~
L'i'C, 'Infantry
Commanding.



Early in April'·..•·Fowal'd Air Controller working tv.!' the 101st Air borne
Division in the A Shau Valley spotted some'huts and bunkers located along
a ridge ~t YD 3507 (see map Tab C). Airstrikes were placed on these tar-
gets resulting' in several seconda~y explosions clear~ng aw~y the foliage
so more huts and bunkers could be seeri. On the ZJd,·of April, a B52 air-
strike was employed in thea~ea and 'an aerial riI1e platoon from the
2-17 Cavalry wa's s.ent in as a BonlbDamage Assesment Team. The enemy
though, .had been well protected an~ as the helioopter hovered, rappel-
ling tro?ps into a bomb c~ater) ~~ was hit by ground fire and crashed.,

The Cavalry immediate~ employed reinforcements. and theymmet stiff
resistanoe • The Cavalry uncovered .numerous large Caches in bunka.rs in
there. The 3d Bde, lOlst Abn D~" cOlJlJ.llit~8dA!J..•.187 to search the area
and to begin constructidh of a fire base on the original rappeling site.,

As construction progressed RPG, mortar and small a~ms fire beca-Inea
daily occurrence. As the searching forces continued to work out from FB
Airborne it was evident that the fire base was constructed in the center
of a NVA warehouse area.

Enemy bunkers and caches, one cache of 1,DOO RPG rounds, were located
within 200 meters of the fire base. AJ2-501st Infantry was brought into
the area on 8 May and assumed responsibility for the security of FB Air-
borne.

FE Airborne (YDJ55072) is located on the eastern lip of the A Shau'
Valley on the north end of a long ridge running parnllel· to the Valley
(see map). II small knoll about 50 to 75 feet highe than the fire base 'is
located to the east and is incorporated into the defense plan. The west
and northwest sides of the fire base fall away at a very steep rate msking
an approach from this direction extremely difficult. .The northeast, .
east and soubhapproaches are gradual slopes and offer the best avenues
of approach into t~e fire base. The fire base itself is v~ry small.
l'he approximate dimension are··25 meters wide and 200 meters long; themo
mortar po~ition on top of the knoll is circular with a 50 meter diame-

'ter. The vegetation in the ~nediate vicinity of the fire base was '
destroyed, but the rain forest is onlY two to three meters from the wire,
partially thinned due tq air strikes and artillery, but still "er1' thick.
The'fire base is layed out in the shape of a shoe S9le with a detached
mortar position on the small knoll to the east ,(see sketch tab D}. Three
strands of concertina wire encircle the fire base with trip flare inter-
spersed irregularlY in the ~dre.

Located on Airborne on the night of 12 }~ 196y were Company A, 2-501
cOlllinandedby CfT GOluon C. Johnson, Compa~ E (-), 2-501 cownanded by
CPT Alan J. Spoors, Battery C. 2-,319 Artillery (four tUOO5 of 105mm) com-
manded by CPT \\!illiamW. B:ievepIy,and a combined battery of 4 tubas,
C/J19 FDC. Each of these force3 haq areas of responsibility in the over-
all defensive plan shown in the sketch. Rout.ine ha.rrassin~ and interdict-
ing fires and an occasional illumination round 1<lerafired by th"" artil~t;lry
units until about 0)00 hours. '



At 130330 May' 1969. VC/NVA forcescowuenced an all out attack on Fire
Support Base .<tirbO.rne.The attack was conducted with stealth untU the
attacking force on the north had cuth through the three strands of conce~~
tina on the perimeter. Then a burst of AK-47 fire signaled the attack.
The perimeter on the N1~,NE and east side of the Fire Support Base erupt-
ed with heavy concentrated RPG and mortar fire. The mortar rounds were
walked across the perimeter and then back and forth across the' FB in the
pattern ShOWllin the sketch. The sapper force was alreaqy inside the 1st
Platoon of A Company and the artillery battery on the northern portion cr
the fire base. The platoon 6P and the two bunkers on either side'of the
CP were ~@18diately destroyed by satchel charges. Communioations with
the Company CP were destroyed. Charlie Battery (4 tubes 105unn hm.ritzer)
received the brunt of the attack; the CP destroyc,dt +,h.s ~:r)C T·Tf.l..S d31=::':~',)Y-
ed a.r..ds.ll four tnh~3s i·rsi's put Qut ':f actic·n. Tr.u bat.-~8J.·yU",3 hit so
:t·apj.'::·..l~tthat the:t'(;;waG no time to react.. tatchel charges demoralized,
disrupted and destroyed the cOIlll"ll.:tndand control element. The battery was
unable to get off a.single round in its·defanse. Sergeants Barski and
Counts,.the 2d and 1st squad leaders of th~ 1st Platoon, had pulled back,
reorganized and reestabJj.sbed t~le line 'ShOiriU in the sketch. The action
limited the penetre.tion of the sapper force. 'Ite pla.tpon le3.der, Cushinr.;,
who had b0en woun~o~ in the ~nitial wave of satchel charges, had recovered

'.. J. •. . 'l .,. ,.



• •enou;;h.-to' realize tl13.this COrrl.llJunicati:_1nsuith the Company (;1,) had been
destr\.,yed".al1dmoved to tbe Company (;.l?' t:J report his situatir.Jn. He arrived
back at CP at 0345 and t-r,g,s 'p'1::~c0dunder a il!edic~scare ..:iCaptain .
Johnson then contacted SGT Barski, whoso squad was still under RPG, mortar
and AK-47 fire, but was holdi~g its ground, and reestablished control.

The 2d Platoon, under 1T Pitts and located on the eastern edge of the
fire base, had been ale~ted by·tho'exploding satchel qharges in the 1st
Platoon area" also had a trip flare ignited in fron of their position: '
Immediately, RPG rounds from 20 to 30 meters away made direct hits on
three of the bunkers. However, this 'attacking force of NVA had been de-
layed in' coming up the hill probably by the thick underbrush or tree
blow dbwns, and were exposed cutting through the last strand of concertina.
The 1st Platoo~ immediately engaged the ene~ with small arms fire and by
roiling grenades down the slope. 'Twelve NVA were left hanging on the'
wire one ~f.Lthwire cutters still grasped in his hand, and another with a
9rnmplstol and flare gun. This ended the attack on the 2d Platoon except
for the continuous mortar and fipG .tire. '

E' Company (-), a mortar piatoon. and the 2d and 3d Squads/rom the 3d
Platoon, A/2-501, all which .heid the small knoll dh the east side of the
fi1-ebase, received a two prong atta.ck from.theNE and JiJ1111'1 The 81nun mortar
platoon continued to fire illumination and HE £i~es throughout the con-
flict. ~he VC/NVA force"penetrated into the perimeter far enough to cap"
ture an M60 machine gun and then were repUlsed.· It was the actions of
individuals of ttlis element in braYing heavy enelt\Yfire and deJ,ivering
continuous illmnination and HE rounds which helped considerably to hold
back the attack. Had the NVA force gained control of this knoll and set
up a base of fire into the .Airborne proper, they would have been firing
do~vn the throats of the men def~nding the fire base.

The southwest and other artillery batteries were not hit by the ground
fire, however, they were in the mortar patter which delivered fire through-
out the attack. The 155mm battery, C/2-11 (4tubes), had one tube disabled
due to a direct hit by 82mm mor~ar fire during the barrage, but continued
to, fire direct fire and illuulination with the remaining three tubes during
the contact. The sappers did manage to ,ignite the powder bags of the
155mm battery and by 0430 the northern portion of the perimeter was bathed
in a brillialteiolil\..The cOluposite bat·t:.eryof C.£la.ttery,2-319 (2 tubes)
and B Battery,~2-319 Artillery reoievedmortar rounds, and one sapper
wearing ,a white cloth around his forehead ran from the north side of ~he
perimet~r through the 155 howitzers, by the Company CP, into the compo-
sit~· battery, flung two satchel'charges, and turned around and ran the
entire distance back. Several men inc:J.udingCPT Johnson saw him, but were
unable to bring him down with sm~ll arms. .

By 0500 a flare ship (Spooky) and other gunships were on station to
lend their fire support to'the action. ,The nearby fire bases were also
lending their tubes to the fire and the incoming mortars were silenced.
1T Pitts, who had decimated and stopped the NVA attack in his area, took

'seven men to reinforce SGT Barskivs squad. The enemy attack, tho, had run
out of steam, and the combined force of Pitts and J3arskiwas able to push
to the outer perimeter. At 0530 the battle was over. The enemy left 39
bodies and 2 POW's (one died later of wounds), 17 individual weapons and
1 crew-served weapon on the battlefield. The US force suffered 22 KIA,
61 WIA, 1 M60 machine gun caFtured, and 5 artiller,y pieces damaged. .

'.L L_ -- ~.:l ,,+, olom<>nt ..c:: fl"'om



The enemy force was later identified to be composed of elements t'orom
tw-o separate battalions. These battalions were identified by the two ?LJ\~o s
FeS the 806th .Battalion and the K12 SappeJ~ Batta.lion (see PO~..J intGrroga-
tion report). The attacking force strengt,h 1tJ<;\8reported to be: 27men
from CJ, [.·06th Bn, 6th Regt, and 46 lUen from K12 Sapper Bn (see flOW in-·
terrogation report). The force directly involved in the attack probably
co~:.sisted of 11) men l-lit.r, ,;l.0.ditional elements p-(:' 'o~~he? b:'\t.tal:ior:.~~l:ro-

, . ~ .'+] .•.. 4 l ·t' ' . , .'o"'I.)'.. l:~-::ng SllP:p.~i::""":'" !"! ~ ~.'~~'.J.$1I"Cv';'Q !r:.01...·#£'.)~ _.(\I:~. lon~ "1.•\,,:-:.:::"0 '-!..~-..":1.\1~.t.l.,..~_~).:1l...f.fj~; ~~~:":l"'"

'l'j"" .. "~enemyhad :tJ..!..'o:I.;'1n8d"he a:i:.tftck i'oe:l'4 l;:WS a:.y1 had conducted an excellont
recc.nnaiGsance of the area. T)J.eykhe1tTl,,,:":ad.],y- wheY's the points "jere
that they desired to destroy a.nd hON to c:;et there. The attacking force
moved into theirat.tacking pos:itionr; at ~)lst light on the 12th of haY·
The p.ttaclcHas oo:::heduledfor OJ.()O r.rs I bl~:~probably due to slow movement
it did not comm.::o.1ce'lllL.:iJ. 0::00 c .
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Th~ enem,y-launched his attack on three primary axis (shown on sketch),
it was reported that a diversionary attack:ha:d commenced at the s ame'time
from the south, but no real evidence in this area could be located. The
90mmRR at the south end of the Perimeter fired'continuous suppressive.
fire with the Fleshet round which could have acted as a·deterent.

The attack was conceived, planned and executed in'.the'typical thorough
fashion of a well trained sapper unit. A stealthy approach, a violent
execution lasting approxiinately 90 minutes, and'then·a hasty vuthdrawal
leaving a covering £orce in contact. Most of the trip flares in 'the wire
had been neutralized by trying· davID the striker with a bamboo strip.
The 'enemy dead were well equpped with satchel chargep, dressed in loin
cloths or shorts) though several'were completely'nak~~. rhey also wore
the head band to prevent sweat from getting in their eyes. They .were·"
well built, well fed husky men with fresh hair-auts. The weapons captured
W8l'e AK47G s with .folding stocks, Iv12 submachineguns (US), a 1341 rocket
launcher, a 9mm pistol and a flare 'gun.

The VC/NV.A force was very systemati~ in their attempts to completely.
destroy the one battery. A satchel charge would be thrown into a bunker
and if a~of the wounded men would moan·or make noises a second and third
charge would follow until all sound had ceased. The Fire Direction Center-,·
of C Batte~Yj, 2~319~ an eiposed Conekcontainer, was hit by an RPG round
and the men inside began scr~aming ~nd moaning. One IJV~ stood on the scuth
side of the container and' fired thirtj to forty 'rounds ~nto the Conex,
CPT Freeman, the battery CO and battery'lst Sergeant wer~killed in·this
'action. ''I'hisNVA aoldiei' was later kiilGd by So mambe!' of the 2d Squad.
1st Platoon, A/2-501. ,_J

Lessons a;e being learned and reiearned in.Vietnam t~eater, and the
one lesson that seems to crop up time and tllne again is the increased
need for security. Security must be active in the form of patrols and ~
bushes,· and passive in the form of wire, claymores, listening posts and
increased alertness during the hours of'darkness. This area was kno-vm
as an NVA warehouse. In two separate caches found within a two kilo- .
meter radiUS, one contained 1,000 RPG rounds and another, 12,800\lbs
of bagged, polished rice. All evidence pointed toward the fact that the
NVg would attempt to defend the area. Therefore the need for security
was even greate:r than in a normal exposed fire base. The ene:my suffered,
heavily in his attack, had he been detected prior to'entering the perim-
eter, his losses may not have increased but our losses would have been
less severe. '



P.•'.\GE THf~EE uur'iSJAo74. CON F IDE N '1' I A L --
ANNO FOil RIFUS .r~ND '1.'11[(1 CHICul'l H..1..l'JD G.i:lENADES A PIECE

. PEi1S0NALITUS; CO C), NGUI~jJTRI C.dUC~ .1ST LT
. XO' 'C3, NGUDN V.l).l'J TILiliH, 'fuU~i( U1~K

?O C). ~JGFYENVJl..1'J KINlI, 2D LT
..ilIFLErulN; 2D SQD/)D PLT/C), NGUY8N VAl~RUAN, PFC

.. RIFr;::.,;l,~,;.l.N,2D S(~D/)j)/C3,'LL1:" NGG QUI, SSG
SUBJECT }LtD NO KNOvrrEDGE OF'ltKA°S Un LBN°S FOR HIS. UNI1.

11. INFILTRATlu!'J DATA: SU.BJEC'T STATED iIE INlt'ILTR,lTED T0 SVN T~iiluUGH
UOS l~ITH 200 O'I'.HG~t HEN, Ai-1..RIVINCr IN SVN ON 13 DEC 68. im;.ALSO STA'l'ES
'l'BE E.NTIRE INFILTRATIoN GROUP H~lS TAKEi'J T0' fuI THGNG O'iOUNT"~lN) TO 'JLJIN
THE K6 EN. 'SUBJECT STATED IT w-:AS A FIVE DAI l'lALK FR0lvi I'iIE uorION BOHDER
TO DOl THONG (HT). . .
12. LAST KN\JHl~LOc.'I.'flLiN uFaNI'r. AND D.~TE: SUJJECT STATED 'lilE L.~S'11 KNu\'ll~
LOCATION. OF HIS UNI'):' ~L~.s'N1!.:.J"i Du1 THLNU (11{') (POSS VICY1)J4064) Oi'1 ~2
lVIA,Y 69.
1). r.IISSION OF UNI'l': SUBJECT STATED HIS UNI1'9S 11ISSION ~'!.i·lS TO ATTd,CK
US UNIT IN riJUNTAIN 1tJIiE:RE FSB AIRB:J2,NE IS LOCATED. SUBJECT ALSO 3TA'£l!:S
THAT 'ALL OF 1\6 PLUS 2ST AND 2DCOdPANIES OF lC12 PARTICIPA'I'ZD IN THE: AT1'~{CK
ON Ii'SB AIRBJ1\NE. D+'J RL lJEl1E INITIALLI El'·IPLOrC1:D tHEN

P.tiGE FUUR UW1SJZ1-1.D OUil CON F IDE N T I A L
T~-IEY USED ,;UC 47, S~\S AND U!G. ..tFTE~~i.TSE iaTACK IllS UNIT "('lAB 'l'O F11LL .Bll.CK
TO B~lSE AREA IN 001 THON (HT). SUBj:;;CT H{l.D NO KNm11illW OF ~~fm;I~";;l',d;E'i:~ji)
C01,jJ.=.,N:C:S OJ:' JC12 itJ.J:iUE TO HEP'OR':':i .AFT.i;~a TH;}; A'l"f_>l.CK. S1UBJ..:i:C'r H.AD Nu KN01":",
IEDGE OF WHERE THE 'l'ltJD COI'W_-l.NIES OF K12" ,WERE T0 REFGH.H Al'7l'.t1:li. TI8 }\.'i"l'ACK.
SUBJ}i.:CT .HAD NO KlKhlIEDGE OF' FUTURJI: PL.U~S OF, HIS UiITT
14. OTHER INFOlli'VhTION Oli' Hl EDI.\,TE TACTICAL VAl-UE: NJNE
15. .ADDITI(rN~tL INFIJHl' .•.i'l.TIOH: SUBJECT STA'l'.iED HIS Ri.SE AR:~A Il~ wI 'rHuU
(hT) CONTAii:u1n EIGHT HUGE; .BmlKSHS IN 'i,JIICH HIS UNll' LIvED DAY l:iND iGGHT.
HE: S',i.'_iTES 'i.~·;!Gi-iEj,\j dT A TL.£ PULL GUi~1.D· TO \'ht1' CH FOR lil"i::!:RI C.i~l~ .i1.IB,CRAFT.
IN 'lBE ~ilW.!'~. l'HE ~Q;ST uF THE lZI~ .s'fAYJ:D IN 'l'll",!;BONi[SHS. T~1El'iEN G.d,;,'lP
our OF THE DUUIcsas ONLY' B:£1'!t.EEN 0700 AND 0800 }ffiS EACH DAY It\)xl PERSUilAL
HYGIEi:m. 'IHIS .'i.iillA hA.S !IIl' By' ALi.STl1IKI1 APPH.uX ON;!; NON'II:!. A.:i0 'lJ(jUiWL~G
'l'BREE HEN. Ti·IE RiSE Anli;A ~'lJ-I13 NG;VER HIT BY .U1TILLEB,Y. SJJJEC1' ~.Ln.Il':i:£D I~()
KNO~;jL8DG8 OF HQl;J SU?!-LIf.W t·~E.I:Ul: Pa,0CURED. HE 01~LY I(N8W THA'l' FuuD liAS
BRoumrr IN tWICE PE;ft HUNTH BY SOUTH VIGTNA1·1E~·E CIVILIAliS ~IJRO 'vlEl1E FOll.CE

. TO 'waH.l( FGR j-l.N UNIDENTIFIZD VC UNII.
~6" DJTERROGA'I'OaoS N,;\..i.\-lE,i.1Ai-JKAND UNI7: BUCCIiU, 824 1018T NID
18,. . PRESENT LOCATI0N AND FUTURE DISPOSITIun l SUBJE,,1' IS P.liJS.i.!;.d'l'LI 1'1.1'

1Wr'H SURGlCi.\.L HOSPI'I'AL RECuVERING FIiujYi l,.rOUNDS IN BUTTOCKS Ji-im 'l'HIGHS.
FUfWlE'DISPOSITION IS NO~ YET n~TErUJil~1D
GP-4
l3T





AYOO-BC-A
, SUBJ.:EC'r~

4It, ~ 22'JUne'1969
CombatOperations After Action Report, Operation Apache Snow

,'a. Phase I - Establisbment,of FSo Airborne and"ma.rshalling of units
at FSB'Blaze prior to airmobile assault. '

b. Phase II - Combatassault of 2-501 (-) into LZ Green at coordin~
ates TD296017. Then locates and destroy enemyforces, caches, and LOG's.
Elements of 2-501 Inf prov~de security for FSBAirborne and FSBEagles
Nest.

c.' Phase III (on order) - Prepare to conduct RIF operations to the
north' &: east in the Ale Ninh .cmJ2.3013) and the ,JUe Ninh (1) area YD)44003.

, b. ' Operations .Narrative: Operation Apache Snowcommencedon 8 day
1969. Tbe 2d Bn 501 Inf moved £1'0111 an AOsurrounding fire support base
~nip to a new AO~djacent to and overlooking the nqrthern A Shau Valley.
The Battalion CPwas located on' FS3 Airborne. After- the' initial combat
assault of' the En' (-) into lZ Green at'YD2960~7 on 10 'Nay 1969,' each of
the ~hree assaulting compan~esmoved out to ~ssig~~dobj~ctive~.

, .' " ,. "', .. '. , . " ,

c. ' Subsequent RIF operations saw the three maneuvering companies
close to objectives in the vicinity of 1.0284031and':then 'conducting a
battalion size RIF operaticintoward the nOJ;'thwe6t'~''. When.ill elements were
clear of thei! objectives, each·compa,.nycOll1:.in~edto conduct HIl and search
and destroy operations within th~ assigned'AO.. . " ' . "", ' .. '.' . '." .

d. As the 'AD assigned to the 2.501 expanded, each c9mpanywas .:l.ssigned
, '

an area to search. the preponderance, of contacts during the 'entire op-
eration was with 'small local' security, ,forces ,of 4---5"personnel or with trail
watchers. ' Only two .contacts :involved ).arger than squad :size elements. '..
The first contl;l.9t 09curred t116,mornint:,'of, the "13t,h'of:Ma.r at FSBAirborne
in theviqi,nity oriD:'.355070~'.I;lt' 0330"hou);'s:FSBAirborn€?'oame'under'very
heavy,'mOl"tar fire' of 82mm~60mm):and ,RPG' fire ~. Approximately, two' rein-
forc'?di11f,,\-ntry, and~~pper:companies assaulted,the:PElrimetel"'froruthe' north-
east and north west. ','A Co repelled'th~' attackwl1ich'lasted two hours. .
Conventional' artillery direct' fire was emploYedalo1:lgwith ?lSpooky''fand
81mmmortar fire 'resulting.'in J2 i\fITA KIA (.aq)US cas:uaJ,tieswere 13 US
KIA and 16 us WJA. . '., , '" . ;, "

e. On the morning O.r23 Hay in the vicinity of YC,~0983, Delta .Com-
pany was conducting a RH- operation in its assigned AO.,.' As the lead
element beg:mto move'to high ground in':the Vicinity of the coordinates
above, they encountered a heavy volume' bfsrnD.11"a:rms,l~PG,'satchel charge:;;,
and grenade fire •. Gunships,f'roma cava;iryteamanct'artillery were illllI1sd-
iately -employedarea indicated, a dug-;in' pla.t?On '~iZEl:posit:i;ott .,nth 3- NV.i~
KIii. ,(BC). ',FriendJ,y casualties were ,1 '(JS'KIAand 80S ·tVIA.Terrain was
typical of the entire:AO,' the low ground 'had heavy underbrush with patches
of trees and small ,streams running throughout th~a:t'ea.· 'rh~' Q.4hgro~
was covered with double and triple jungle canop.f.' .... ' ..'" .. '.' .. .

f. In both contacts· mentioned above, .the reaqtion time for art~-
lery was about'· 5 minutes, 1~SpO,)ky71was:on station" within 60 minutes' of
the time requested 'and the Cav team ancl..LiRA, arrived on 'station about 15
minutes after their ~equest.· , . .'.- ' "

12. .Resul ts :



(2) I(Ji{ (BC) O·,
l ,
(3) KBA 0

..(4) Captured 2
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