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(REST OF THE COaT OF ARMS, 501st INFANTRY

BLAZON
CREST:

On a wreath argent and azure a lion ranpant or langued

and armed gules charged on the shoulder with an escuteheon
per pale of the like and of the second and holding 1n

his right paw a staff bend sinisterwise of the third
flying a standard per.fess of the second and of the third,
and his left paw a key bendwise of the last. '

SYMBOLISH

© The blue and yellow standard is the: official standard
of the town of Veghel, Holland. It was presented: by
the town to the old 501st in honor of their efforts in
liberating the village from thé enemy. The lion refers
to the position of Bastogne as a focal point of the
German counterattack. : .



- mm g s e s

DISTINCTIVE UNIT TSIGNTA

SHIELD: Argent an Ojibway (Chippewa) thunderbird
azgure garnished gules. : ,

MOTITO: Geronimo.

The colors blue and white indicate the Infantry
nature of the organization. The thunderbird is
an appropriate symbol for a parachute bsttalion.
The motto has its origin in a cry uttered in a
maiden jump of the test platoon and is now tra-
dition with the 501st Parachute Battalion.

The description given in the original approval
is as shown above.



-~ DEDICATION -

This chapter of our history is being written
during the course of a ruthless war. Being_at war,v
we dedicate this chapter to those of our brothers—~
in-arms, friends and companions, who so galléntly
gave their li%es on the field of Eattle; to those
who shed their blood in the paddies, jungles, moun-
tains and rivers of Vietnam, hallowing the ground
where they marched and fell; To all of those who
fought so bravely, so that the ideals of our be-
loved Constitution, and the sacred honor of our land
and people may never fade from this earth. To our
beloved Stars And Stripes, which so many'éherish

so much.

"DRIVE ONY




_ PREFACE

The purpose of this annual supplement is to chronicle
the activities of the 2-50lst Mirborne Infantry dur-
ing the year 1969. It was a period when the battalion

was locked in combat with a resourceful enemy — a per-

iod when the battalion responded to the many challenges

it faced with a professionalism, dedication,wgnd de~
votion to duty which have characterized the battalion

throughout its history.

It is hoped that this supplement will pay tribute
to those who made the extreme sacrifice and that their
deeds will serve as standards for the rest of us who

remain to carry on the mission.

UDRIVE ON©®
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a. Combat Operations:

(Peried 1-21 Tzn 89)
The new year found the 2d Busttalicn, 7Clst Infantry conducting deconnais-
sance in Force (AIF) oporatisn:s in thair assigned Area of Uperation (4Q)
In addition, the battalion zontinued to improve on, and provide security
for Fire Support Base (FSB3) Birmingham, Boyd, Panther 1I and the Pohl
Bridge. Mumorous huts and bunker complexss (from 4-15 huts) were found
by all companiss. ‘The majority of these complexes were estimated to be
from 2-3 weeks old and had been occupied within the last 48 hours prior
to their discovery. Contact was sporadic throughout the month with all
companies encountering fire from the enemy in estimated groups of 2~10
personnel carrying AK-47s and RFus. The most significant find during the
month was made by Alpha Compiny in the vicinity of IC?98928 consisting
of 15 bunkers, 16 graves. Dach grave contained one NVA. Wounds indicated
the NV.is died either of Aerial Rocket Artillery (Add) and/or small arms
{ire. inemy equipment captured included individual weapons, mortar rounds
and small arms ammunltlons

(Period 1-28 TFeb $9) : :
The 2d Battillon, 5@ist (AiBL) continued RIF operations and security
missions of the FS58's within the assigned AO during February. Numerous
huts and bunkers were located by each company (average pee company 15
huts/bunikers). Host of the bunkers located were about 4'x5' and had one
to two feet of overhead cover. Sporadic type contact was made throughout
the month by all companies of the battalion. All contacts made weré usual-
1y of short duration and imvolded an estimated 1-5 man enemy size force.
One contact made by A company resultad in three enemy £Is and two enemy
Wl4i. The majority of enemy equipment captured this month consisted of .
GOmm m,rto¢ and 82mm -moxrtar ammunltlon :

o (Period 1~31 Mar 69) : o
Operation Massachusetlts Striker commenced on 1 Mar 69. The 2d Bn, 501st
(An3L) moved from an AU surrounding IS3’s Birmingham and Boyd to a new AO
adjacent to and overlooking the A Shau Valley. The in command post (CP)
was established on FSB Whip, along with the 2d Bde''CP. ~ Ilumerous huts and
bunker complexes were located by D Co consisting of °eventj plus (70+)
huts which included a classroum and a dispensary. Humerous sporadic type
contact was made with enemy forces varying in size from one or two men
eneny force to squad size enemy elements. Most contacts were ef short:
‘duration with the enemy breaking contact‘(lit and run). An estimated
enemy platoon size force attempted to break D Co night defensive p051t10ns
The enemy failed in its mission and were repelled.  Three enemy were -
killed ¥yugpelual bedy, cgunt (BC) in the encounter. Enemy equipment cap-
tured this month consisted of 1nd1v1du41 woapons. Hany huts and bunkers
were destroyed. - ' '
, ' (Period 1~30 4Apr 69)

The 2d DBn 501st Inf continued RIF operations and FSB Security missions

within the assigned A0 during April. Numerous hut and bunker complexes

were located and destroyed. The largest complex consisted of a sappor
training area which included mockup of wire fences, concertina wire and

US type bunkers. Sporadic contacts were made with enemy forces varying from
ons or two individuals to squad size elements. Contacts lasted usually
only a short while with the enemy breaking contact. Contact was made by

A Co on & d1f¢erent occassions on the same day with one lasting 55 min-

Tl anamir amidrmant asnbasad Asned ctad madinloe Af ANmm and p,?mm

1t ae
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reriod Ll-3L LAY OY) .

The month of lay brought sany changss for the 2/501 with the *DJIIVE OW
Bn's participation in iMassachusetts Striker came to a close and the be~
ginning of Apache Snow while 0i’'CUN to the 3d Bde. On the wmorning of 8
May, a change of Command ceremony was held for the departing.Cu, LIC Joserh
C Wilson and LiC Robert L Germen assumed command of the 2/501. Head-
quarters and 40°'s were changed twice from ISB Whip to FSB Airborne and then
on to FSB Bagles Host the prosent location of the Tactical Operatlions
Cente=r. Contacts with the enemy ware frequent renging from soied sivze

to multiple company size. On the 12th FB -Airberne ceme iwwiwir a heavy mor-
tar and RPG fire and a ground assualt by approximately ¢ NVA Co's. 4 Co
who at the time secured FSB sairboras, repellad the attack which came: from
the HE and W lasting 2 hours. A siznificarnt zmcunt of enemy ecuipmant

was captured consisting of mimerons 00 and 82mm mortar rounds, &2mm mortar
tube, light machine guns, Ai-47%s, SIS's and numerous small arms ammo.

.

~
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Combat Operations: Wnt) 0

(Perind 1-30 Jun 69) :
On 9 Jun 69 the 2/501 assuwsd ~optre . ;¢ ¥25 Birming ham and our new oper-
ation (Kentucky Jumper) ard £ leaving iie overations control of the 3d
Bde and vnder the contiol oi the 22Jv nnce again., Contact with the enemy
was very light this past montn. with only nne significant contact 1nv01V1ng

D Co at 0545 on 1 June. D Co received approximately ten rounds of &Cmm

mortar fire in the Jight Defonsive focition (HDP) in the vieinity of
¥D33300L. FSB Birmingham on 10 June roceived 16-15 60mm. rounds from the
vicinily YD705C60, all the rounds fell short and on the far side of the
river. The only bunksr complex found during the month was by A Co on the-
7th of Jure in the vieinity of ¥D3530925 consisting of eight bunkers
Ho%6% and with 3° of overhead cover each.

(Period 1-31 Jul 69)
The B «¢ontinued with the mission of securing FSB's and conducting ilIF
opeiraticons in the aseigned AO0. Humerous dontzets were made throughout
the monin affteting B and D Co®s. On the 10th ot 1145 , B Co was in con-
tact with a squad size force, receiving small arms and RPG fire result-
ing in 2 NVA KI4 and 1 POX. On the 24th, Delta Co was in contact with 3>
or 4 NVA et ¥ID581110 resulting in 3 NVA KIA and capturing 3 af-47s. A Co
on the 26th while on RIT operations in the vie of YD354025 found 7 WVA
KIA by smell arms and shrapnel approximately 1 day old. Numerous hut and
bunker conplexes were found By both & and D Co's. The largest was found
by D Co in the vic of ¥D582120 to 534123, containing 15-20 hooches - 8
of which were 15%x20°7, and six were 30'x50° with at least two tunnel

entrances.
" (Pericd 1-31 aug)

‘The Ba "*Th the mission of sscuring fire bases and conductlng RIF operations

o

in the acsigned AU.  Numevous light contacts were made by all units in the
AU, On the 5th, B Co was in contact with HVA squad in the vic of YD522119
resulting in 1 KVA KIA snd i AX~47 captured. On the 16th, D Co made con-

tact with an HVA squad in the viecinity of 577134 resulting in 1 US XIa
and 1 AK-47 captured. Recon ambushed 8 WVA on the Z7th in the vic of1 |
592068 and reported four NVA KIs. A sweep of the area at first light
revealed 1 NVA KIA, 1 AK-47 and signs of 3 additionsl bodies that were
dragged off. Nwmerous hut and bunker complexes were found by. all units
in the #0. These bunkers averaged 12°x12°? and approximately 1- 6 months
old bui showed sign of recent use. 4 VC/NVA base camp was found in the
vic of ID597054 Consisting of bunkers 4°x5° with 3° of overhead cover and
mraerous small foxholes pleced around the perimeter.

{Period 1-30 Sep A9) -
Uuring the period 1-3 Sep tho 8n continued to secure FSB Birmingham,
Arsens’L ani Pohl Bridge, conducting saturation and ambush operztions. On
L Sep the 2/3501 closed on LZ Sally and began an intensive 7 day refresher
*raining for all personnel. The 11th of Sep marked the end of the train-
ing program, and the Bn resumed saturation patrolling and night ambushes
within the 40, Un 22 Sep Co B 2/5C1 and 326th Bng moved to FSB Bastogne
to reopen and prepare defensive positions. A cordon operation was con-
ducted during the period of 27-29 Sep by Bn (-~} in the vie of ID6925 to
YD7020. D/1/501 was OPCON for operations. Upon completion of the cordon
Co's 4 and C became OPCON to 1/501 with D and C Co’s preparing defenses
st T'S3 Bastogne. Contact in the AOU was non-existent for the period.
On 12 and 20 Sep ambushes were sprung. Daylight sweeps of the kill zone
on the {ollowing morning yielded negative results.

(Pariod 1-31 Oct 69)

The 2/501 continudd saturation patrolling and night ambushes within zssign-
ed A0 during Oct, Several hut and bunker complexes were located and Ce-
stroved. The largest (bsing located by Co i) consisted of 21 bunkers
%12 with 1 foot of overhsad ccver. Light contacts were made with enemy
forces varying from one to three individials. Znemy equipment capLured
consisted of 60mn and 82rmm mortar rds and small arms rds, also seven S5iS
rifles, three 4K-47s, two 9mm plstol= and 2 small small machine guns:

fﬁ“%ﬂ



Combat Uperations (cow @

(Poriod 1-70 Nov) o Bt
During the month of Nov the 2501 coxducing wany varied types of missions.
One artillery raid was conduecied %o FSD %on iith B Co providing security.
Many radar rais were concucted Ly & Co., Numsrous bunkers and huts wereidez
stroyed by each company. A Co had 1 NVA XJA in the AO vie FS3 Bastogna{*“b
11 Nov the En moved back to LZ Sally to conduct Refresher Training. OUn 13
Nov the Bn was alerted to move north and go OPCON to 1-5 (M) Div. &all com- ~
panies made a Combat assualt vic ¥YD503535. While in this new AU each company .
made contact; made at least 1 combat assualt a day and had 1Z. The Bn was ‘
complimented on the outstanding job it did while operating with the 1-5th
Div (M). The entire operation was a demonstration of the airmobile Concept.
Un 19 Nov the Bn resumed refresher training at LZ Sally. OUn 28 WNov the Bn

o ved back to FSB Bastogne to continue saturation patrolling and night, ambushes.



Period 1~31 Dec 69)
A1l companies conducted saturation patrolling and squad or platoon size am-
bushes in the 2-501 40, C & D Companies completed a total of ten Li's fnr
possible fauture use. Several recently used sleeping positions were found
and 23 bunkers ware found and destroysd. Ren platoon began a combined pa-
trolling opsration with the ren platoon of the 2-3 ARVN, On 2 Dec the mortar
platoon set up a road block on Hwy 547 to prevent woodcutters from entering
2-501 A0, 411 units with the exception of C Co secured and improved the
defenses of FS3 Bastogne on a round robin basis. A Co conducted RIF oper-
ations SW of Bastogne and constructed two i ship LZ°s at TDAL9086 and YD
620116, They conducted 6 squad sized ambushes at night. At YDO42115 they -
found 7 graves approx 8 months old and chocked out a suspect B-40 Launch
site at YD612125_with neg results. OUn 14 Dec at 1140 hrs they became OPCON
to 2d e, 3d ARVN Regt. 3 Co also conducted RIF operations SW of Bastogne .
and on Ll Dac were extracted to YD5600:0 to secure D Co 27th Eng who were im-
proving Huy S47. Co C constructed a total of & one ship LZ's (¥YD560063,
560058, 605061, 562075, 618853, 5806038) and ambushed in glatoon sized ele~
ments at night. On 14 Dec they were extracted to Bastogne in CH-47°s to Zagle
Beach. C Co returned to Bastogne ori the 16th and continues to secure the
base. D Co secured Bsstogne during this week. .They found one bunker 4x2x3°
at YD612095 and constructed a 1 ship LZ at ¥YD533083. & one day saturation
patrol mission vie D506 produced negative results. Recon platoon conducted
saturation patrolling with the Fecon plt 2d .3n, 34 ARVN Regt until 10 Dec whe
when they returned to 2-501 eontrol and €4 into YD6198. On 13 Dec they were
extracted to Bastogne and inserted into YD624965 on 14-Dsc. They conducted
RIF operations in the area around the LZ and were extracted to Bastogne at
16750. They .are now cn standby due to bad weather. The mortar platoon estab-
lished a roadblock at YDG24955 to prevent woodecutters from entering the 2~501
0. un i1 Dsc the roadblock was move to YLO50974 where; they searched all
non-military vehicles and personnel entering 80, A squad of the mortar plt
ond a radio relay team were inserted into TDS54028 on 15 Dec. In addition
to our units we received the 1st Co, 2d 3n, 3d ARVN Regt OPCON on i4 Dec at
¥D59100%4.  This company has been conducting RIF operations and ambushes in
vic YD7502, A Co became OPCON to 2d Bn, 3d 8de ARVN on 19 Dec.  They con-
ducted RIF operations N of Bastogne and cut three 1 ship LZ°'s. Un 21 Dec
A Co secured Bastogne while their lst plt secured the LCU ramp in Hue. & Co
is continuing this mission at this tlime. C Co secured D Co 27th Eng vic of
I'S3 Blaze. They had a 2 day stand-down at flagle Beach and they were combat
assaulted SW of FS3 Bastogne to cut LZ°s west and MW of Bastogne.  They are
continuing this mission at this tiwe. D Co moved down Huy 547 for & K's
and conductod saturation patrols until 26 Dec, Un 26 Dec, D Co Ca into vie
YD6 57086, 550593, and $73997 at this time. ifortar plt continues its rcad-
block on Huy 547 and with the comuo section hzg menned a wadin velay in vie
YOE54006 since 20 Dec, This unit also perticipated in Opsration Holly on 25
lec with sections from each element attending. & Uo continues to secure FS3
Bastogne. The lst plt returned from the Hue LCU pemp on 31 Dec. 4 Lo also
provided security for Operation Lifesaver and conducted recon patrols n.arth
of Bastogne. B Co conducted recon il force operations SE of #53 BashoaEne.
They conductad ambushes at night vie Treil Red. U Co sondustod saturztiorn
patroliing west and MW of FS3 3Bastogne vie Trail fed and conducted wight
amrushes along the trail. D Co cut 2 one ship LZ's while conducting RIF opar-
ations south of Bastogne.
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COLLANDERS AND STAFF 1 JANUAEY - F1 DRTIMBER 2969 e

Battalion Commander

LTC JOSEPH C. WILSON . 1 Jan - 7 May 69 . _
LTC ROBIRT L. GERMAN 5 Moy - 2L OBt 69 1

LTC BOBRY F. BRASHEARS5 22 Oct - 31 Dec 69

Executive Officenr

#AJ WALLACE 3. CRAIN 1 Jan - 2 Feb 69

MAJ PETZR F. BAHNSEN _ 3 Feb - 19 Jun 69
1AJ RUSSELL T. BOYLE JR. '50- Jun - 11 Oct 69 °
¥AJ EDWARD P. DECHRISTOPHER 12 Oct - 31 Dec 69
1LT RONALD E. PHILLIPS - 1 Jan - 3 Feb 69
1LT JOHW £. FRICK - 4 . I} Feb = 6 Jun 69
11T KENNETH G. ANDREWS 6 Jun - 21 Jul 69
CPT JOHN T. THOMPSON & - - 22 Jul - 11 Aug 69
CPT GORDON C. JOHNSON 12 Aug - 3 Dec &9
CPT THOMAS J. ROWLEY "Iy Dec -~ 31 Dec 69

82 )
CPT DWIGHT W. GALDA o 1 Jan - 13 May 69
o7 ROBERT E. GATES JR. 1l May - 27 May 69
CPT CAIERON ELY . . 28 May - 12 Sep 69
CPT RICHARD P. DEXTER : 13 Sep - 20 Sep 69
CPT THOMAS M. CURTIS ' . 21 Sep — 3 Dec 69
1LT WARREN F. BOWLAND I Dec - 31 Dec 69
s .
WAJ LESLTE G. GIBBINGS 1 Jan - 14 Feb 69
MAJ MARSHALL B. JOHNSON ‘ 15 Feb - 19 Jun 69
MAJ PATER F. BAHNSEN 50 Jun - 11 Oct 69
MAJ RUS3ELL T. BOYLE JR. 12 Oct - 22 Nov 69
MAJ JAMES T. OYCONNZELL JR. 23 Nov - 31 Dec 69 -
?.'i

1LT FRANCIS A. CAHILL 1 Jan - 23 Feb 69
1LT . KEMWETH G. ANDREWS , oly Feb - 5 Mar 69
CPT ROBERT E. GATEZS JR. | 6 Mar — 19 May 69
.CPT ROBEZRT J. MAYOR . 20 May -~ 22 Jul 69 -

CPT PHARES E. NOYES ' ‘ 23 Jul - 31 Dec é9




55 &

1LT GREGORY A. JOHNSTON
CPT CHRISTOPHER C. STRAUB
CPT ROBERT D. HERB

CPT THOMAS M, CURTIS

117 FRANCIS A. COOCH

Ba_Surg

CPT WILLIAM H. JCONES
CPT THOMAS E. LE&T

Headguerters and Headguarters Company

CI'T GORDGH C. JOHMSON
ILT T°OLEN C. LESHIKAR
CPT JOHN S. ELLISON
CFY . JOHN W. BRAUER

&_Company

CFT ROBZRT G. MAYOR

CPT GORDON C. JOHNSON

CPT ROBERT J. SHEPPS

CPT CLARENCE E. DONALDSON

B_Gompary

CPP PiERCE T. GRANEY

CFT ROBERT A. BROWN

CPT KURT W. FRANZINGER JR.
1LT JAMES D. JULIEN

CPT LAWRENCE M. JACKSON II-

CPT RICHARD P. DEXTER

‘ C Compan

——

CPT JOHN J. PRZYBYLSKL

1LT ROBERT H., WOOLLEY

CPT JO:1 J. PRZYBYLSKL
1LY DAVID F. KORNEGAY
11T BARLE J. COOPER
JLT DAVID ¥. KORNEGAY
CF? JCHN S. ELLISON

D Compeny

CPT ROBERT E. GATES JR.
CPT DOUGLAS TERREL

CPT JOHN E. KELLY JR.
CPT THOMAS M., CURTIS
CPT JOHN T. THOMPSON

A

O Sep e

1% Sep
10 Oct
1 Nov
21 Nov

1l Jan
28 Aug

1 Jan
25 Apr
7 Jun
20 Sep

-1 Jan
28 Apr

9 Jul
28 Nov

1 Jan
6 May
11 May
12 Jun
15 Jun

5 Nov =

1 Jan
23 Jan
"3 Feb
16 Jun

3 Sep
15 Sep
20 Sep

1 Jan
6 May
3 Jul
25 Jul
21 Sep

10

12 Sep 69
9 Oct 69 -
3L Oct 63
20 Nov 69
31 Dec 69

27 Aug 69 :
21 Dec 69

2l Apr 69

8 Jul 69 -
19 Sep 69
JL Dec 69

27 Apr 69

8 Jul 69 .
27 Nov 69
31 Dec 69

5 May 69
10 Mzy 69
11 Jun 69
14 Jun 69

L Nov 69
31 Dec 69

22 Jan 69 °
2 Feb 69
15 Jun 69
2 Sep 69
14 Sep 69
19 Sep 69
3L Dec 69

5 Mar 69
2 Jul 69
2 Jul 69
20 Sep 69
31 Dec 49 -
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Roster of Key Pei‘sonng 2d Bn SOlst Abn Inf as of 1 Jﬁary 1969

LTC gt

WILSON, Joseph C.
CRATIN, Wallace S. MAJ - X0
GIBBINGS, Leslie G. MAJ S3
PHILLIPS, Ronald E. 1LT , Adj
JONES, William H. . CPT Bn Surgeon
CAHILL, Francis A, ' 1LT ' St
GALDA, Dwight D. CPT sz
TRABERT, Thomas W. - ' 1LT LNO

; BARBEE, Steve G. CPT " Commo

' DROWN, Robert A. CcpT 53 Air
ANDREWS, Kenneth G. o 1LT PBRO
DANTEL, Tewis C. CSM " CSM
ELLIN, Moxton L. . SFC P3NCO
WILLIAIIS, Otis MSG 525zt
GUICK, Richard L. M3G 53 Sgt

GARNBR, William H. CW2

Mnt Officer

Company C

HHC
JOHNSON, Gordon C. CPT PRZYBYLSKI, John J. CPT
EMBRIY, Edward E. E-8 REYNCLD3S, Anthony e
‘ Compeny A Company D
MAYOR, Robert G. CPT GATES, Robert E. Jr. cPT
BRANDER, Frederick E-8 WRIGHT, Jerrell F. E-8
Company B Company B
GRANEY, Pierce T. . CPT HOGENAUSR, Edward L.  1LT
CROLEY, Jessie B. ' E~-8- BAGINY, Joseph A.: E-8

12



Roster of Key Personnal, 2d Bn 50lst Abn Inf as of ay

. BATTALTON FRADQUARTIRS

GERMAN, Robert L.
BAHNSEN, Peter F.
JOHNSON, Marshall B.
FRICK; Jdolhn B.

JONIES, William H.
GATZS, Robort 3. Jr.
GALDL, Dwight D.
SULLIVAN, Leo B.
_AJ{EZ‘.:FJ\; Steve G.
GRANEY, Pierce T.
SCENZTIDER, James E.
MARZITRCK, Maurice J.
DANTF, Lewis C.
BOLIN, Moxrton L.
WILLILANS. Otis
QUICK, Richard L.

HRC

et

LESHIKAR, T°Oden C. Jr.
MARTINEZ, Ernest G. -

Lompany A
JOHNSON, Gordon C.

~ SILVERNAIL, David

Company B .

BROWNN, Robert A.
SCHORR, George

1LT

E-8 -

CPT
E-8

- CPT

E-8

LTe
M
I’Lﬂl J

iLT .

CPT
CPT
CPT
1LT
CPT
CPT
cw2
W2
CSM
SFC
MSG
MSG

13

CO '

X0

S3

Adj

Bn Surgeon
S4

S2

LNO

Commo

S3 Air
PRO

Mnt Officer
CSM

PSNCO

52 Sgt

S3 Szt

Company ¢

PRZYBYLSKL, Johm J. CPT
JONES, Mack ) E-8

Company D

TERRFL, Douglas LCPT
WRIGHT, Jerrell F. E-8
Company &
DENTON, Warren G. CPT
E-8

BAGINY, Joseph A.



ROSTZIR OF K&Y P3RSONNEL, 24 Bn 50lst Abn Inf as of 22 Jot 1969

BRASHEARS, Bobby F.
DECHRISTOPHER, Zdward P.
BOYLE, Russell T. Jr.-
. JOHNSON, Gordon C.
LAEIT, Thomas I.

NOYES, Phares X
CURTIS, Thomas M.
APPEL}MAN, Gary K.
BOWLAKD, Warren F.
BARGUIL, Raymond C.
STRAUB, Christopher C.
SCUNEINER, James B,
MARZINZCK, Maurice J.
DANT®L, fswis C.
EDLIN, Morton L.
WILLIAIS, Otis

QUICK, Richard L.
HERB, Robert D.

HHC

BRALGER, John W.
JONES, HMeck

Company A

SHEPPS, Robert J.
LUGO, Jose A,

Company B

JACKSON, Lawrencs M. IT
*SCHORR, George

CPT

QUARTEES

BATTALION %41

ITC
MEd
MAd
CPT
CPT
CPT
CPT
1LT
1LT
1LT
CPT
CW2
cN2
oM
STC
¥SG
HSG
CPT

14

co

X0

53

Adj

Bn Surgeon
Sk

S2

LNO

LNO

Commo

83 Air
PRO

Mnt Officer
CsH

PSNCQ
32 3gb
53 3gt
85
Company C
ELLISON, John S. CPT
REUTER, Gerald . B-8
Company D
THCMPSON, John T. _ CPT
JONES, Frank N I E-7
Company B
HERB, Robert D. © CPT
BAGINY, Joseph A. E~-3



10.

12,
13.
14,
15
16,
17,
18,
19,
20,
21,

22,
‘23
24,
25,
26,
27.
28,
29.
30.
31,
32,
33
3l
3 56
364
37
38
39
L0,
L.
Lz,

i,

PERSON'ZL RETEIVING AWARDS 1969

ARITENDARIZ, Patrick I
BAG33, William Iy
BARSKI, Roger
BARSKI, Roger

BRCOWN, Lewis A,
BURNETTE, Vick L.
CHERRY, Corbin L.
COOPER, tarle Je
COOPER, Rarle J,
CUSHING, Patrick J.
DANTSL, Lewis Sa
GERMAN, Robert L.
GIIGEL, Patrick
“GRAMEY, Pierce T,
HALE, Michael J.
-HUNTLEY, Benson
JOHNSON, Louis
JOHN3CN, Harshall Bo
JONES, IMack

KELLY, John B Jr. -

KING, Bruce T.

KING, Horaca I.
KORNGGAY, David F,
LOVELL, Jimmy W,
MANN, Michael J.
HMARQUEZ, Clom

MAYOR, Robort G. '
MC HANRY, William L.
MOORE, Van Ho IT
NICIOLS, Gdward L.
PALCIOS, Tony
PARKZR, George We

- PGECK, Ernest B.
PaiLE, Robert A,
PITT, Howard - :
POOLE’ William Do Jl‘.
RO&INT, Thomas L,
SCIIDT, James
TERRIL, Douglas
TROPF, Steven L.

VAN HOO05G, Claude Mo

VEIS, Roger Ao )
WILLIAMS, Brian S.
"WILSON Joseph C.

o P A e o ot 18

wl
Bl
E5
35
&7
B3
03
02
02
02
Eg
05
El
02
£6
L5
T
oh
E8
03
02
E?7
02
£3
02
E6
.03
Bl
02
&4
w7
oh
02
02
53
E5
Th
03
E3
B3
E3
E3
05

17

30 Mar
23 Har
13 Feb
13 Hay
23 Mar
13 llay
23 Mar

- 22 Mar

19 Jun
8 ‘Apr
23 Mar
30 May
25 Mar
20 Jan
25 lar
26 dJan
30 -Hay

13 Hay

10 Apr
25 Jul
g Apr
9 Apr
23 lar
23 . Mar
27 Aug
23 May
18 Jan
13 May
23 May
23 May
3 Apr
13 Hay
13 May
24 Mar
13 May
13 Hay
13 May
8 Apr
23 May
13 May
23 Mar

.-1 3 I‘iqy

20 Jan
23 Mar

1969
1969
1969
1969 -
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1949
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969.
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969



1.
2.
3
b,
Pl
(.l
R
9.
10,

11,
12

s

13,

14,

15,
16,
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22,
23.
2k,
25,
26,
27,
28‘
29,
30,
31,
32,
33
34
35

364

@ ovi nucavIvg suaRds 1969 ®

BRASHSARS, Bobby F.
BROOKZ, Charles W,
BROWM, Robert .
DANTEL, Lewis C.
JOHNSON, Marshall B.
WILSON, Joseph Co

ARBOGAST, Carl Ts JT
ALBRECHT, Denver D
AVELINC, Jose T.
BiLSLEY, 0dell D.
BRCKZR, #ichael J.
BENAUIDEZ,, Rumaldo
BIVI3,; Stanford J« Ds
BAVI3, Stanford J» De
BINGMAN, Gerald D.
BIVGHS, Lerry A,
J0UMAN, Walter P
BOALAND, Warren
BOYDSTON, Oscar
BOYLE, Stephen D.
BRANCO, Anthony J.
BRANNEN, Bobby Re.
BRAMSCHN, Sammuel
BROWNE, Fredrick
BRUCE, James L.
BULLINGSR, Kenneth
BUREATT, Tlijah W
BURNAH, Jillie. Ja o
BURNAM, Willie J.
BUSSELL, -Richard A.
CAROLAN, Michasl Os
CARRARA, Wayne R.

CHRISTENSEN, Michael F.

CiUWN, Donald L.
COBURN, Gerald W
COGHIAN, Charles G.
COLW:i, John 'Jda
CONA iAY, London
COPELAND, Jerry Ds
CORBYTT, Donald "
CCUNTS, Kenneth -
COURTHZY, Jimmy D.

DISTINGUISHID “LYIMJ 0S5

)
5
03
9
01

BRONZ: STAR with ™V¢

=
.02
7
&3
i3
Eb
02
02
a5
ol
02
5
'B5 .
ES
Bl
mh
B4
=
55
a4
6
B6
sl

i
4

@
B5.
e
B3
JB
:3
ol
B3

18"

15 Nov
L May
2 Feb

23 Jan
6 Apr

23 Jan

13 May
10 Jul
23 Hay
13 Nay
7 Apr
5 apr
13 May

. 23 May

23 Mar
6 Apr 1

30 May.

25 Oct
13 May
5 Apr

13 May

23 May
13 May
30 Mey
23 HMar
3 Apr
10 Jul

16 .-May
23 May-
23 May-

19 -Apr
22 Mar
27 Jan
7 Apr
L fpr
13 May
10- Apr

13 May

25 Jul

1969
1959
1969
1969
1969
1969

1969
1969
1969

1969

1.969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1959
1959
1969
1969
1969
1949
196G .
1969

11969

1969
1969
1969
1969

11969

3 Lpry
25 Oct?
13 May

1969

<1969

1969

~1969

1969



ci.‘SONNEL RICATVING A7ARDS. 1969

BROWZE STAR with V¥ {Continued)

127, MIILER, Bernard aly ' 20 Jul 1969
128, MONTEVERDE, Miguel E. .03 13 May 1969
129, MOORE, Melvin E. B3 - 27 Aug 1969
130, MORGAN, Dennis H. 23 23 Mar 1969
131, MURPHY, Roger 01 12 Mar 1969
132, MURRAY, Patrick W, : L 25 Mar 1969
. 133, MUSEWICZ, dJohn Ja B3 25 Jul 1969
134, NISSEN, Gorald L. =3 23 May 1969
135, O'LEAR Y, Patrick _ B4 22 Mar 1969
136, OLLIE, Zarle Gl 13 May 1969
137, OLSON, Ingaveld J. h 25 Mar 1969
138 OLSON, Ronald L, B4 26 Jan 1969
139. OUTWATZR, Michael - E 13 May 1969
1.=-;-o., PALACIC3, Tony ot 8 Apr 1969
14, PALOZZOLO, Joe . oy 13 May 1959
%2, PARKIR, Franklin S E? 13 Feb 1969
43, TARKS, Norman R, ' 3 7 Apr 1969
14y, PARLIER, Kenneth A. . B4 23 May 1969
18, FAWLAIL, Paul w 22 Apr 1969
146, PENA, Frank : ot 1 Apr 1949
147, PFITISCI; Louis Bl 13 May 1969
148, PITTMAN, Arthur L. E3 13 May 1969
149, POWELL, Richard A. : Bl 13 May 1969
150, PRZYELSKL, John J. 03 23 Mar 1969
15, PUR, Arthur J. 02. 30 Jan 1969
152, FUR, Arthur J. o 02 22 Mar 1969
153, E&TOR, Roger Ge L F 23 Max> 1969
154, RECTOR, Jokn Mo Jre o 02 - 20.Jul 1969
155, REGHELSKL, Bdcdie Ms ST B4 .- s 23 Mar 1969
156. RORINSON, Edward G. E3 : 7 Apr 1669
157, ROBINSON, Edward G. B3 19 Jun 1962
158, ROBIN3OM, Richard W. og 19 Jun 1969
159, RORFRGE, Kenneth M, | B3 19 Jun .1969
160. ROBERSHAW, William F, E3 13 May 1969
161, ROBERTS, John K. B4 23 Mar 1969
162, RODRIGUSZ, Tommy L. . 53 13 May 1969
163. ROFHM, Thomas ‘L.,-‘ B5 13 Feb 1959
164, RUSTON, Bruce E.: ‘ ) 13 May 1969
165, RVIUI P\FORD, -John R. B 16 Apr 1969
. 166, SAFP,:Hichael A. 02 21 Mar 1969
167, SALCICCTA; Paul A L5 4 ' 13 May 1969
168, SAUNDERS, Bruce T, oL 20 Apr 1969
169, SCHORR, George B, i3 30 May 1969
170, SCUILLA,- Vincent S, I 7 Apr 1969
171, SCUILLA, Vincent S, : w3 19 Jun 1969

21



Wmmm OB IVIS AWARDS 1969
ARLY CCITITNDLTICH 19IDAL with 2V

39, KELLY, Daniel L. 1o TR 16 Apr 1969
Lo, KEYSER, Frank T, B4 10 Jul 1969
41, KOPYSTANSKY, Bohdan ' 02 5 Aug 1969
42, KUGLIR, Daryl S, E3 15 Apr 1969
43, LAMPKIN, Herbert D ' 5 9 Jul 1969
L4y, 1LESSIG, Richard L. Bl 16 Apr 1969
45, LUCERQ, Joseph A, o 13 May 1969
L6, MC CARTHY, Joseph . o/t 13 May 1969
4%7. MC INTIRE, Barry J. .E3 13 May 1969
48, MILLZR, Donnie J. E4 13 May 1969
49, MONTES, Daniel Ge Bl 9 Apr 1969
50, MCON, Ray B, E3 13 May 1969
51, MOSS, Connie R. - B3 13 May 1969

2, MULLAWEY, John P, B4 20 Jan 1969
53, MULLANEY, John P, B4 9 Jul 1969
4o NEUMAN, Randall : EhL 16 Apr 1969
55, NEVIL, Randall C, » E3 13 May 1969
55, PATTISON, Jack E. E5 13 May 1969
57. PIETRASZEWSKI, John J, El 13 May 1969
53, REGELSKI, Eddie M, El 16 hpr 1969
59, REITH, Richard W. ' B4 20 Jan 1969
60, ROBERGZ, Kenneth M. E3 25 Mar 1969
61, ROYAL, Milton L. E3 27 May 1969
62, ROYAL, Milton L, ' B3 9 Jul 1969
63, SANDERSON, Jimmy Re ol 16 May 1969
6l, SCHRFFEL, Eldie D. : E3 25 Mar 1969
65, SHAVER, Larry W. , £5 20 Jan 1969
66, SILVERVAIL, David H, E8 22 fpr 1969
67, SINGLETON, Bill D. I3 5 Aug 1969
68, SKOLNIK, Stirling B5 10 Jul 1969
69, SMOTHERMAN, Lowell C. g5 22 Apr 1959
70, SPICIR, Michael J. 53 16 Jul 1969
71, STALL, Robert A. Tl 5 Apr 1969
72, STARKS, Grady L. E5 20 Jan 1969
73. STEWART, Charles BE. B4 13 Feb 1969
wh, SUGGS, Robert D. | B5 5 hug 1969
.75, SUTPHIN, Richard L. h 25 Mar 1969
76, TRAINOTTI, Donald M, 02 , 23 Har 1969
7?7« TRAINOTTI, Donald M. 02 16 Apr 1969
78, VALKER, James N, a3 5 hug 1969
79. WILLIAMS, Sterling B3 29 Apr 1969
80, WILSON, Joseph C, 05 19 Jan 1969
81. WITHEZRS, Vernon J. Lk 20 Jan 1969
82. VSAIS, Joe 5 22 Jan 1969

25
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© NAME ) ‘ 7\Nu - 00 DATE JOoUND
Carara, Jayne R. ° 467 0 B 22. Apr i
dithers, Vernon J. Spd B 23 Apr GS%
Kraushied, David H. Sed B 23 Apr Q5%
~Johnson, 3teve 3. sem B 23 LpY 5GT
Reinheimer, - David M. Spd B 2% Apr GSW
Christensen, William PIC B 23 Apr G331
Kaufman, William Sp4 B 23 Apr G3%W
Gump, Steve. ' PFC HEC 26 Apr 1
McMahon; Johm D, - PRC B 28 Apr GSW
Winsted, Robexrt C, . Spd A 2 May oI |
Jordan, Dennis PFC A 2 May 01
Vega, Nelson E. PFC C- 10 May oI
Murray,; Patrick ‘. Sp4 HHC 10 May 0T
salyer, Larry oS. Spd H 10 May OI
Murray, Patrick W.- . SGET .C 10 May R
Teague, Paul S. Jr. PRC B 135 May ™
¥itchens, Alonzo Jr., . PFC B 13 May )
‘Krie ger, Donald L. - Sp4 HHC 1% May MEYT
Powell; Richard A. Sp4 B 13 May MEW
Weston, Mark L. PIrC B 13 May SN
Palazzolo, Joeseph SGT B .13 Way MPW
0llie, Zarl Sp4 A 1% May -~ MFY
Rodrigvues, Tomny L. PRC A 13 lNay MPY
Bullinger, Ken SGT A 13 May MRy
Oliver, "Leroy SFC A 13 May M
Cushing, Patrick 1LT A 15 May MM
Veisg; Roger A. -~ PFC A 13 May B
Kuhn, Joeseph R. Spd A 13 May MP
3chmidt, James” spé HHC 13 M&y MNP
Kent, Carlos G. Sp4 " - 13 May M
Keister; Arthur W. PFC A 1% May MEW
Steiner, James V. PrC A 13 May 0T
Queen, John W, SGT A 13 May Wy
Erickson, "Richard ) pp4 A 13 May ik
Robershaw, William P. PFC A 13 May ' OL
Burnette, Vick L.~ PRC B 13 May BT
- Barham, Williem H. PRC & 13 May MY
Gutierrez, IErnesto PTC A 13 May. M7
Hegler, 'Roberto M.~ . PFC A 13 May T
McHenry, “Ailliesm L. =~ ©Sp4 HEC 13 May 01
Gavkin; Roger PRC A 13 May N
Dilger, Darryl ‘ 5GT A 13 May -
Salciccia, Paunl A - 5GT A 13 Nay MPY
Poor, David - Spd A 13 May T
Tﬂurman, James T. ' Sp4 D 13 May . DY
Estevez, Jose R. - PRC D 13 Way SY
Conlon;, James R. - . Sp4d B 13 Mey 37
, - Parker, George W. Jr.  SIg E 13 May- 37
Crowder, Josepa R. ~ . PRC T 13 May Sk




: NAMEL -
Banta, Malcom J.-°
Kogid, ‘Michael d.
Lozano,; Jose L
Sereta, Henry .
Cavello, Richard J.
Harrington, Willis C.
Branco, Anthony'dJ.
icks,; Edward C,
Qutwater, Michanl
Hardy, Melton H.
Lugo, Jose A.

Moon, Ray E.

Johnson, Thonmas
Counts, ‘Kenneth
Coghian; Charles -
Johnqon, Gordon C,
Goodman, Robexrt F.
Brvin, Lyle S.

Stribling, William P.

Olsen, "Ingvald
Neumnan, Randall
Miller; Bee -
Waters, "George R.
West, Richard D.-
Simeone,; Craig -
Smith; Richard T,
Brown, Lewis A, .
Acconcia, Anthony A,
Kugler; 'Daryl S.-
O'Harra, James P, -
Reeder; Harold E.’
Larson, Michael J
Grant, Sylvester -
Nichols; Edward E.
Thacher, Frank B,
Deg Jardin, Willian
Mitchell, James dJr.
Hissen,  Gerald L,
Poytich, Richard

. Sharp, ‘Herman )
killer, Bernard F,
Gagnon, Raymond
Miller, Bernard P,
" Lovell, Larry
dyche,; Alton

Mmite; Thomas L.~
Dykes, Richard R,
Masunaga, Clifford M.
Martin, Robert R.
Grebihger, Charles’

SGT
Sp4
SGT

. PIC

PI'C
PIC
PFC
HGET

+ PFC

Sp4
PIrC
Sp4
SGT
Sp4
PRC
Sp4
PI'C
PRG
SGT

- 33

=

ngﬁt—jt@tﬁ@bﬁbﬁt—j

ﬂdddguUuuuﬁmuﬁu@mwbupgoooawoQOdQQQQP>>P>P

e

13 May
13 May

13 May
13 May
1% May

13 May

13 May
13 May
15 May
13 May
13 May
1% May
13 May

13 May

14 May
15 May

, 15 May.
© 1% May

15 May
15 May

 L5"May -

15 May
15 May

15 May -

15 May
15 May
15 May
18 May
19 May
2% May
23 May

23 May
2% May

23 May
- 2% May

23 May
23 May

. 23 May

23 May
23 May

2% May-
23 May

2% May
2% May
23 May
23 May
2% May
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Q7
S
ST

8w

SW
¥
S
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Kline, Manuel
Becker,; Michael

- tiaters, George
“hite, Dennis M,
Thompson, Bobbie
Kahler, John R.
Miller, Leo J.
Grotzke, Allen .
Royal,;, Milton L.
Clark, Robert A.
Dsniel, Michael D.
Banks, Larry
¥ercado, "Jose B.
Courtney, Jimmy D,

Engleworth, /illiam J.

‘Hoof, Arnest
TLandis; Millard 7.
Conley, Buford
Singleton, Billd.
Green, George L.
Hanking, John L.
Carpender, Leonard’
Connell, Michael 1.
Goodell, Albert W,
McConnel, Larry J.
Steward, -Chexrles
Zaragosa, Victor

" Bryant, John R.

Goodell, Albert N.
Griffin, M. J.
Honstad; Timothy
Hendren, Michael D.
" Jonesg, Prince
Bryant, :Juan A.

. M stromerino, Pred
Pruitt, ¥illiam
Rome, Peter 'R,
Raff, ‘Rex C.
Troll, Eugene A,
¥Muller, Larry' 7.
Paradis, Idmund A,
- Pazona, Jefirey T,

WK

RAVK
PG
G
Sp4
PIC
SGT
PFC
PIC
PrC
PEFC
PG

- SGT

Sp4
PIC
PIC
PRC
PG
1LT
PFC
PPC .
HGT
Sp4
SPC
PVT
PiC
SEP

- Bp4d

Sp4
PRC
TFC
FRC
PIC

- SRk

PRC
PFC
Spd
PG
PTIC
pic
PIC
SGT
PFC

 PFC

S
=

co | . ZOUND
C 19 Jun. 0l
C 19 Jun My
C 4 Jul 9%
C 4 Jul 57
B 10 Juli G3Y
B 10 Jul’ S
B 10 Jul S5
B 10 Jul S
B 10 Jul S
B 10 Jul SR
B 16 Jul 3%
D 20 Jul 3i7
D 25 Jul G357
D 25 Jul G337
- D 25 Jul ERWE
D 25 Jul 37
A % Aug Sy
B 5 Aug @37
B 5 Aug G3Y
. D 19 Aug BN
A 30 Aug EN)
B 4 Sep 3
A 4. Sep 3
- A 4 Bep SW
A 4 Sep - BW
A 4 Sep s
A 4 Sep 5%
A 14 Tov vk
A 14 Nov uk
A 14 Nov - uk -
A 14 Hov uk
A 14 Nov P
A 14 Nov uk
A 14 Nov ke
A 14 ¥Nov | ulk
A 14- Nov T
A 14 Nov uk
A 14 Nov uk
A 14 Nov uk
B 15 Nov 38
B 15 No¥ 57
iy

16 Nov 5N

KEY TO ABESREVIATIONS

i3 Shrapnel ‘jound
37 Multiple Shrapnel

- Jounds '
T Trag “Jound
CHEY O Multiple Frag
soundas
B Burn

. BT
- P
QL

uk

G8Y

35

Booby Trap Tound
Punji “owmnd

Other Injury--fostile
Action/Misc. :

~ Unknown Cause of

Injury . .
Gun Shot Jound
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2-501st

Areas Of Combat Operations With Tndex

1.

2.

3.

NZVADA EAGLE/17 lay.68-:.28 Feb 69
{MASCACHUSGLTS SIRIKER/1 Har 69~ 8 iay 69

APACHE SHOW
(0PCON 3d Brigade)/10 day 69‘-9 Jun 69

CasPBEL.. STREAMER/11 July 69-15 Aug 69

| CLATBORNE CHUIES/15 Aug 69-28 Sep 69

REPUSBLIC SQUARE/28, Sep 69-6 Dec 69
RANDOLPH GIEN/7 Dec £9- Present
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@ DEPaRTHsTs OF THE aRi? @ .
Headquarters, 2d Battalion (4ii), 501st Abn Infantry
2d Brigada, 101st Airborne Division
AP0 San Francisco 96383

WDRIVE ON®

AVDG-X | 4 2 July 1969

SUBRJECT: After Action Report, Sapper Attack on FSB Airborne

Commanding Officer

2d Brigade

101st Airborne Division
APO San Francisco 96383

"~
-~ o .

1, Narrative description. (Anhax A contains detailed ﬁdrfative by
Division Historian.) . :

2. Lessons lsarned.

a. Detection of 1nfiltrat1ng sappers requiras new or different tac—
tics and 'possibly the use of more sophistlcated and sansitlve flares and
intrusion devices. - .

b, Constant emphasis must be:51Veh to insure that piatobn leaders
and platoon sergeants do not locate themselves in the same position dur-
ing a night defense.. : :

c¢. Prosent bunkers offer little or no protection against direct .fire .
rockets and in fact ten to increase the casualtles by offering an attrac-
tive target,

d. There is a definite need to resemphasize the need to wear steel
pots and flak vest during practice and other alerts. Aside from the
protection afforded they serve to identify US from naked and half naked
NVd, - Artillery men cdustomarily work around their Howitzer's stripped to
. the waist. During the sapper attack many of the artillety men were dif-

‘ficult to distinguish from sappers in the half light and as a result
riflemen held their fire until they could positively identify friend and
foe. Fire 'base rules should require the wearing of shirts after 1800
hours to include the requirement to wear the shirt while sleeping.

e. Poor terrain selection of fire bases invites attack and-any poor
location selected due to temporary tactical considerations should certain-
ly be relocated as soon as this tactical necessity is removed.

£f. The employment of internal wire in fire basa_construct?onhshohld



3; Recommendations:

a. That defelopment‘of a more effective type of trip flare be consi-
dexred. :

b. That immediate action be taken to -obtain the Al/GSS-9 intrusion
devies. This device is a simple' inexpensive wire type deche whlﬁpqpfo'
perly used would make sapper entry extremely difficult. ~"Ihese dovines
hava been on order by this battailion for more than a mouth.

'¢. That strong ccusideration be givon to providing perimstar light~
ing for all fire bases. It would appear that the expense ?f pQrtab_e_
generators and lights would be less than the cost ?f 1llum1naﬁlogtprg.
jectiles and more effective for detecting penstration. In any situation
where the fire base is cn location for more than ;”few_days; lighting
wonld of fer very little if any assisbtance to . the Vi.

AVDG=B~X & - @ 2 July 169
SUBJEACl: After iteport, Sapper attack on FS3 dAirborne

Darknegs and the surpriss géined under its cover ig the indispensable

- element. of a successful sapper attack. Lighting would take away that

cover and would appear to offer assistance in detecting and therefore

_defeating a sapper attack.

g/uobert L Gormusn
AUBERY L. GEabal
LTC, Infantry
Commanding.

-y
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Early in April-. Foward air Controllexr working tur the 10ist Air borne
Division in the 4 Shau Valley spotted some huts and bunkers located along
a ridge at YD 3507 (see map Tab C). Airstrikes were placed on these tar-
gets rasulting in several secondary explosions clearing away the foliage
so more huts and bunkers could be seen, On the 23d- of April, a B52 air-
strike was employed in the area and an aerial riTle Platoon from the
2-17 Cavalry was sent in as a Bomb Damage Assesment Team. The enemy
though, -had been well protscted and as the helicopter hovered, rappel-
ling troops into a bomb crater, it was hit by ground fire and erashed.

The Cavalry immediately employed reinforcements, and theymmet stiff
resistance. The Cavalry uncovered numerous large caches in bunkers in
there. The 3d Bde, 10ist 4Abn Div committed A/3-187 to search the area
and to begin constructicti of a fire base on the original rappeling site..

As construction progressed RPG, mortar and small arms fire bacame a
daily occurrence. As the searching foress continued to work out from FB
Alrborne it was evident that the fire base was constructed in the center
of a NViA warehouse area, : '

Enemy bunkers and caches, one cache of 1,000 RPG rounds, were located
within 200 meters of the fire base. 4/2-501st Infantry was brought into
the area on 8 May and assumed responsibility for the security of FB dir-
borne. : '

FB Airborne (¥D355072) is located on the eastern lip of the 4 Shau-

- Valley on the north end of a long ridge running parallel to the Valley
(see map). 4 small knoll about 50 to 75 feet highe than the fire base is
located to the east and is incorporated into the defense plan. The west
and northwest sides of the fire base fall away at a very steep rate making
an approach from this direction extremely difficult. .The northeast, =~
east and soubhapproaches are gradual slopes and offer the best avenues

of approach into the fire base. The fire base itself is very small.

The approximate dimension are-25 meters wide and 200 meters long; themo
mortar position on top of the knoll is eircular with a 50 meter diame-
"ter. The vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the fire base was -
dastroyed, but the rain forest is only two to three maeters from the wire,
partially thinned due to air strikes and artillery, but still very thick.
The fire base is lagyed out in the shape of a shoe sole with a detached
mortar position on the small knoll to the east -(gee sketeh Tab D). Three
strands of concertina wire encircle the fire base with trip flare inter—
spersed irregularly in the wire. ’ '

Located on Airborne on the night of 12 Hay 196Y were Company A, 2-501
commanded by CPT Gordon C. Johnson, Company & (-), 2~501 commanded by
CPT 4lan J. Spoors, Battery C, 2-319 Artillery (four tubes of 105mm) com~
manded by CPT William W. Bleverly, and a combined battery of 4 tubes,
C/319 FDC. Each of these forces had areas of responsibility in the over-
all defensive plan shown in the sketch. Routins harrassing and interdict-
ing fires and an occasional illumination round were Iired by the artillery
units until about 0300 hours.



At 130330 May 1969, VC/NVa forces commenced an all out attack on Fire
Support Base airborne. The attack was conducted with stealth until the
attacking force on the north had cuth through ths three strands of concer-
tina on the perimeter. Then a burst of AK-47 firs signaled the attack.
The perimeter on the NW, NE and east side of the Fire Support Base erupl-
ed with heavy concentrated RPG and mortar fire. The mortar rounds were
walked across the perimeter and then back and forth across the FB in the
pattern shown in the sketch. The sapper force was already inside the 1st
Platoon of i Company and the artillery battery on the northern portion af
the fire base. The platoon 6P and the two bunkers on either side of the
CP were immediately dsstroyed by satchel charges. Communications with
the Company CP were destroyed. Charlie Battery (44 tubes 105mm howitzer)
received the brunt of the attack; the CP destroyud, the FIC was dasiedy-
ed ard all four tubes wede put oubt <f acticn., The batioery wus hit so
ragicly that there was no time to react. <Catchel charges demoralizad,
disrupted and destroyed the command and control element. The battery was
unable to get off a single round in its defanse. Sergeants Barski and
Counts, the 2d and 1st squad leaders of the lst Platoon, had pulled back,
reorganized and reestablished the line shown in the sketch., The action
limited the penetrstion of the sapper force. ‘Tke platpon leader, Cushing,
who had bren woundec. in the initial wave of satchel charges, had recovered
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enough to realize that his comwunicafions with the Company &P had been
destruyed,, and moved to the Company C2-to report his situstion. ile arrived
back at CP at 0345 and was pliced under a medic®s care. .iCaptain . -
Johnson then contacted SGT Barski, whose squad was still under RPG, mortar
and AK~47 fire, but was holding its ground, and reestablished control.

The 2d Platoon, under LT Pitts and located on the eastern edge of the
fire base, had been alerted by the exploding satchel charges in the lst
Platoon area, also had a trip flare ighited in fron of their position.
TImmediately, RPG rounds from 20 to 30 meters away made direct hits on
three of the bunkers. However, this attacking force of NVA had been de-
layed in coming up the hill probably by the thick underbrush or troe
blow downs, and were exposed cutting through the last strand of concertina.
The 1st Platoon immediately engaged the enemy with small arms fire and by
roiling grenades down the slope. " Twelve NVA were left hanging on the-
wire one with wire cutters still grasped in his hand, and another with a
9mm pistol and flare gun. This ended the attack on the 2d Platoon except
for the coritinuous mortar and fPG fire.

E Company (-), a mortar platoor, and the 2d and 3d Squads from the 3d
Platoon, A/2-501, all which held the small knoll dn the east side of the
fite bdse, received a two prong attack from the NE and fW, The 8lmm mortar
platoon continued to fire illumination and HE fires throughout the con-
flict. The VC/NVA force.penetrated into the perimeter far enough to cap-
ture an M60 machine gun and then were repulsed. It was the actions of
individuals of this element in braving heavy enemy fire and delivering
continuous illumination and HE rounds which helped considerably to hold
back the attack. Had the HVA force gained control of this knoll and set
up a base of fire into the Airborne proper, they would have been firing
down the throats of the men defending the fire base. :

The southwest and other artillery batteries wore not hit by the ground
fire, however, they were in the mortar patter which delivered fire through-
out the attack. The 155mm battery, C/2-11 (& tubes), had one tube disabled
due to a direct hit by 82mm mortar fire during the barrage, but continued
to fire direct fire and illumination with the remaining three tubes during
the contact. The sappers did manage to ignite the powder bags of the
155mm battery and by O430 the northern portion of the perimeler was bathed
in a brilliartglew.. The composite batiery of C.[attery, 2-3i9 (2 tubes)
and B Battery, 2-319 Artillery recieved mortar rounds, and one sapper
wearing a white cloth around his forehead ran from the north side of the
perimeter through the 155 howitzers, by the Company CP, into the compo-
sito’ battery, flung two satchel charges, and turned around and ran the
antire distance back. Several men including CPT Johnson saw him, but were
unable to bring him down with smgll arms. ’

By 0500 a flare ship (Spooky) and other gunships were on station to
lend their fire support to the action. - The nearby fire bases were also
lending their tubes to the fire and the incoming mortars were silenced.,
LT Pitts, who had decimated and stopped the HVA attack in his area, took
‘seven men to reinforce SGT Barski's squad. The enemy attack, tho, had run
out of steam, and the combined force of Pitts and Barski was able to push
to the outer perimeter. At 0530 the battle was over. The enemy left 39
bodies and 2 POW's (one died later of wounds), 17 individual weapons and
1 crew-served weapon on the battlefield. The US force suffered 22 KIA,
61 WIA, 1 MS0 machinegun captured, and 5 artillery pieces damaged.
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The enemy force was later identified to be composed of elements Irom
two separate battalions. These battalions were identifisd by the two PUWN"s
es the 806th Battalion and the K12 Sapper Bettalion (see POW interroga-
t{ion report). The attacking force strenghh was reported to be: 27men
from C3, C06th Bn, 6th Regt, and 46 men from K12 Sapper Bn (see POW in-
terrogation report). The force directly involved in the attack probably
consisted of 113 men with additional elements of ths 2 battaliors pro-
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The enemy launched his attack on three primary axis (shown on sketch).

it was reported that a diversionary attack had commenced at the s ame time
from the south, but no real evidence in this area could be located. The
Omm-RR at the south end of the Perimeter fired- continuous suppressive

fire with the Fleshet round which could have acted as a deterent.

The attack was conceived, planned and executed in.the typical thorough
fashion of a well trained sapper unit. A4 stealthy approach, a.violent
execution lasting approximately 90 minutes, and then a hasty withdrawal
leaving a covering force in contact. Most of the trip flares in the wire
had been neutralized by trying down the striker with a bambaoo. strip.

The enemy dead were well equpped with satchel charges, dressed in loin
cloths or shorts, though several were completely: nakei. They also wore
the head band to prevent sweat from getting in their eyes. They were -
well built, well fed husky men with fresh haireuts. The weapons captured
wore AK47°s with folding stocks, M2 submachineguns (US), a B4l rocket
launcher, a 9mm pistol and a flare gun.

destroy the one battery. A4 satchel charge would be thrown into a bunker

and if any of the wounded men would moan.or make noises a second and third
charge would follow until all sound had ceased. The Fire Direction Center
of C Battery; 2-319, an exposed Conex Container, was hit by an RPG round

and the men inside began 4creaming and moaning. One HVa stood on the saith
side of the container and fired thirty to forty rounds Anto the Conex.

CPT Freeman, the battery CO and battery lst Sergeant werd killed in this
action. ‘This NVA soldietr was later killod by a mdmber of the 2d Squad,

1st Platoon, A/2-501. , ' : L ”___*#J

The VC/NVA force was very systematic in their attempts to completely .

Lessons are being leatned and relsarned in Vietnam theater; and the
one lesson that seems to crop up time and time again is the increased
need for security. Security must be active in the form of patrols and am
bushes, -and passive in the form of wire, claymores, listening posts and
increased alertness during the hours of darkness. This area was known
as an NVA warehouse. In two separate caches found within a two kilo—~
meter radius, one contained 1,000 RPG rounds and another, 12,800.1bs
of bagged, polished rice, All evidence pointed toward the fact that the
NVE would attempt to defend the areca. Therefore the need for security
was even greater than in a normal exposed fire base. The enemy suffered
heavily in his attack, had he been detected prior to 'entering the perim-
eter, his losses may not have increased but our losses would have been
less severe. : o '
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PaGE THREE UUNSJLSD 074 CONF IDENT I 4 L @
. AHMQ FOit RIFLES AND TWO CHICUM HaND GRENADES A PIECE
- PERSUNALITIES; €O €3, HGUIEW TRI CAUC, 1ST LT

- X0°C3, NGUYEN VaN THANH, "RANK UNK

PO €3, NGUYEN VaN KIN{, 2D LT
_ RIFLEB4N, 2D SgD/3D PLT/C3 HGUYEN VAN HUAN, PFC
" RIFLIKAN, 2D SgD/30/C3, 'Li" NGO QUY, SSG
SUBJECT HaD NO KNOWLEDGE OF AKA'S OR L3NS FUR HIS UNIT.

11. INFILTRATIO DaTa: SUBJECT STATED HE INFILTRATIED Tu SVN TARUUGH
LAUS WITH 200 OTHER #EN, ARRTVING IN SVN ON 13 DEC 68. {dE ALSU STAIES
THE ENTIRE INFILTRATTUN GROUP WaS TAKEN TU DUI THONG (MOUNTALN) TO JUIN
THE K& BN. SUBJECT STATED IT WAS 4 FIVE DA/ WALK FRU# T:E LaOTION BURDmR
TO DOI THONG (MT).
12, LAST KNUWN LOCATION UF UNIT AND DaT: SUMJECT STATED TAE LaST KNUWd
LOCJ%‘_LOI\J,OI‘ HIS UNIT WaS NiiR DOI THGRG (MT) (POSS VICYL334064) 0N 22
MAY 69, ’
13. MISSION OF UNIT: SUBJECT STATED HIS UNIT'S MISSION Wa$ TO aTTaCi
US UNIT IN IUUNTAIN WHERE FS3 AIRBORNE IS LOCATED., SUBJECT ALSO STATwS
THAT ALL OF K6 PLUS 2ST AND 2D COMPANIES OF K12 PARTICIPATZD IN THE ATTACK
ON FSB AIRBURNE. D40 RL WERE INITTALLS EMPLOIED THEN

PAGE FUURUU&SJ XDOURCONPJ.DE NTIAL

THEY USED &4 47, SK5 AND LuG. AFTEX TiE ATTACK HIS UNIT WAS TO FaLl 3ACK
- TO BASE 4REA IN DUI THON (i4T). SUBJECT HaDd NO XROWLEDS OF WHEMS THE LWO
COrPalNI™S @ K12 WIRE TO REFORs AFTHR THZ ATYTACK. SUBJECT HAD Nu ENOW-
LaDGE OF WHERE TiE TWO COMPANIES OF K12 WERE TC REFORH AFTER THE Ai"l‘AC
SUBJECT H4D NO KNUWLEDGE OF FUTURE PLANS OF HIS UNIT

14, OTHER INFOQMaTION OF I EDIATE TACTICAL VALUE: NUIRE

15, ADDITIONAL IHFURMATION: SUBJECT STATED HIS BaSE ARIa IN DUI Fuui
(14T) CONTAINED EIGHT HUGH BUMKERS IN WHICH HIS UNIT LIVED DAY AND NIGHT.
HE SVATES [wy i N al 4 TL»J PULL GUARD -TO WALCH FOR alMiRICAN AIRCRAFT.

. IN 1HE R84, THE QST UF THE BN STAYED IN Til BUNLIRS., THE wiN CanP

QUL OF THE BUNIL.RC ONLY{ BITaESN 0700 AND 0800 HRS EACH DAY FUR PERSUMAL

HYGIEME, THIS sRTA WAS HIT BY AIRSTRIKE APPRUX ONE MONTH Ad0 WOUNDING

- THRER MEN, TiE BaSE ARA WAS NEVER HIT BY SRTILLIRY, SUJECT CLALMID RO
KNOWLEDGE OF HOW SUPrLILS WERE PROCURED. HE ONLY XNEW THal FOUD WAS
BROUGHT IN UWICE PSR MUNTH BY SOUTH VIGTNAUESS CIVILTASS WHO WERE FORCE

"TC WORK FGR AN UNIDENTIFIZD VC UNIL. .
16. INTERROGATUR'S NAME, RAHK AND UNIT: BUCCIHAL, SPL 101ST MID

18, * PRESENT LOCATION AND FUTURE DISPOSITIUN: SUBJECT IS PRESWNILY al
18T SURGICAL HOSPITAL RECOVERING FRUM WOUNDS IN BUTTOCKS AiD THIGHS. -
FUTURE DISPOSITION IS NOT Y&T DiTERMINED
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AVDG-BC~A ' a @ . 22 June 1969
-SUBJE CP Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation Apache Snow

‘a, Phase I - Establishment .of FSB nlrborne and’ marshalllng of unlts
at FSB Blaze. prior to airmobile assault.

b. Phase II ~ Combat assault of 2—501 (-) into LZ Green at coordin-
ates TD296017. Then locates and destroy enemy forces, caches, and LOC's
Elements of 2-501 Inf prov1de securlty for FSB Airborne and FS3 bagles
Nest,

"¢, Phase IIT (on order) - Prepare to conduct RIF operations to the
north'& east in the Ale Ninh (¥D323013) and the Ale Ninh (1) area YD344003.

11, Execution:
a. Method of Operation: Standard doctrine of 101lst Abn Div.

"b.- Operatlons Narrative: Operation Apache Snow commenced on 8 Hay
1969, The 2d Bn 501 Inf moved from an AO surrounding fire support base
“hip to a new A0 adjacent to and overlooking the northern A Shau Valley.
The Battalion CP was located on FS3 Airborne. Aftes the initial combat
assault of the Bn (-) into’ LZ Green at YD296017 on 10 May 1969, each of
the three assaultlng companles moved out to a551gned obgectlves

C.- Subsequent RIh operations saw the three maneuverlng companies
close to objsctives in the wvicinity of YD284031 and ‘then ‘conducting a
battalion size RIF. operatlon ‘toward the northwest’ - When all elements were
cleéar of their objectives, each company continued to. conduct RIS and search
and destroy operatlons w1thin the a551gned A0, -

d. As the AO a551gned to the 2-501 expanded, - each company was a551gned
an area to search. The -prepondsrance: of ‘contacts during the -entire op-
‘eration was with 'small local security forces of U4-5"personnel or with trail
watchers.  Only two contacts: inyolved larger than squad-size elements.

The first. contact occurred the morning of" the “13th of May at FSB aAirborne
in the viecinity of” fD 355070+ at’ 0330 “hours "FSB Airborne’came undaxr very
heavy. mortar fire’ ‘of 82mn, 60mm, ‘and RPG- fire. Approx1mately two rein-
forced infantry and sapper- companies assaulted. the’ per1meter from the north-
east and north west. "A Co repelled the attack which' lasted two -hours. |
Conventional artillery direct fire was employed along with "Spooky™ and

~ 81mm mortar fire resultlng in 32 NVA AIA (36) US casualtles were 13 us
KIA and 10 US WIA - ‘

8. On the mornlng of 23 IMay in the v1c1nity of YU 320983 -Delta Com~
pany was canductiné a RIF operation in its assigned AU." As the lead
slement began to move to high ground in"the v1c1n1ty of the coordinates
above, they encountered a heavy volume of small arms, R’PG, satchel charges,
and grenade fire. ' Gunships. from a cavalry team and- artillery werse immed~
lately employed area indicated a dug-in:platoon -size’ p051t10n-w1th 3 dva
KIsa (BC). TFriendly casualties were 1 US KIA and 8 US WIi. "Terrain was
typlcal of the entire:A0," the low ground 'had heavy. underbrush with patches

. of tress and small. streams running ‘throughout the area. lhe hlgh ground
was .covered with’ double and triple Jungle canopf. b

~f. In both contacts mentioned above, .the reaction time for artil-
‘lery was about" 5 minutes, "Spooky” was on ‘station'within 60 minutes’ of
the time requested ‘and the Cav team and ARA arered on statlon about 15
mlnutes after thelr request : SRERE :

12. ,eesults:




a. All unlts accompllshed thelr ass1gned m1351ons

b. ‘Enemy losss§. ce tegorlzed as follows:

(i) KIa (B0). ;o ek
(2) KQA:CBC).' 0
(3 km 0
(4 Captured 2
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