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Introduction

On December 13, 1969 the Screaming Eagles
completed their second year in Vietnam as a full division.
In the first year Operation Nevada Eagle had begun the
process of expelling the VC and increasing numbers of
NVA from the coastal lowlands and other populated
areas of Thua Thien Province. So successful was this
operation that Tet of 1969 found the city of Hue to be
one of the most peaceful population centers in Vietnam.
The communists dared not—and, perhaps, could not—strike
here.

In spring, 1969 the 101st began its most ambitious
attempts to pacify northern I Corps by moving into the
communists’ mountain base camps and supply areas.
Here, in the mysterious tangled jungles of the mountains
and valleys just east of Laos, was the key to the security
of the entire region.

And here the 101st first subdued and then tamed the
famous A Shau Valley, the 35 mile long home, base
camp, infiltration route and supply house of the
communist forces. In the jagged mountains surrounding
the valley and on its lush walls and fertile floor the
Screaming Eagles pursued, found and destroyed the
enemy and his ability to interfere with the peaceful
people of the lowlands.

The Screaming Eagles’ second year in Vietnam is
largely the story of this valley and the men who fought

and died there.



MG John M. Wright Jr.
CG 101st Abn. Div. (Ambl.)

and violence--and an indomitable spirit to succeed have marked the years 1969-1970 as distinctive chapters in the pruud lmtm-y of -

the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile). Su

The period was a time of vietory and progress for the division. Early in 1969, the 101st was transformed from,mdﬁmme into an airmobile
configuration. Airmobility, the employment of the helicopter to bring overw ‘combat power to bear-against the enemy at the decisive point
with lightning speed, has revolutionized the reaction_capuability-of added unprecedented depth to our operations. Yet,
while the concept is new, the invincible spirit of the paratrooper continues teristic of the 101st.

The names Montgomery Rendezvous, Kcntucky Jum er, #Main, Satura) : Glen, and Texas Star have been etched indelibly into the
division’s annals. In each operation, “Screamin 3 pt as they defeated the enemy at every tumn, drove
him out of his traditional ju

zation of the Thua Thien Province pacification and internal
r Vietnamese allies, has extended a belt of security around
ctive lives, the economy is developing, and support for the

These victories weére and continue to be the vital prerequisite to the succes:
development plan. Over the past year, the 101st, in cooperation and coordina
the populated lowlands, Behind this :trong shield, the people are leading
Government of Vietnam is being strengthened

responsibility for the condul:t 15t Infantry Division (ARVN) and
territorial forces of Thua Thien allenge and has drfegted the enemy in

every battle. Regional
protect their hamlets

more responsive to the

Similar progress has been made toward th ldnevemen! of !! It g i ferri %’x government and armed forces all

The firm foundations]

1depart, I am filled

are imbued with t re is no
greater reward. Tow, hut assure you
that my associl




Lt. Gen. Melvin Zais
CG XXIV Corps

the past or future will ever match for n
commanded the justly famous and valorous
Eagles.” It is an accepted truism that *
the 101st has somehow reversed the
inspired leaders to perform beyg¢
ordinary men with its indomitabl
man bursts into flame when he is

pride of having
ision “‘Screaming
outfit’”’ and yet
tatement. It has

ﬂus great Division.

With the above in mind, I than
served with you. Even now as I )
my days and nights are more s > sure knowledge that the 101st

Airborne Division stands guard i rn I Corps and helps to protect
the ramparts of this brave and ed country.

As a young paratrooper in 1942 when the Division was formed, I looked
upon it with admiration and awe. Throughout the years I have continued
my ““love affair’”’ with the “Screammg FEagles” who have met their
‘““Rendezvous with Destiny”’ in France, Holland, Belgium, Germany and
now in Vietnam. Those who have served with the 101st have a ripkt to be
proud and I am proud to be one of them.

prwdeye of having
I'V. Corps here in Vietnam,

Commanding ..
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An Eagle’s
Vietnam

A man—a soldier—travels thousands of miles to a land unlike
any he has ever known. There, he finds a land of baking heat and
smothering humidity which can change over the course of a
few weeks into a flooded, chilled wasteland of mud and cold,
driving rain. He finds poverty and despair and, yet, hope and
progress. He finds that which is familiar and that which is very,
very strange. An Eagle’s Vietnam is a land of wonder and contrasts.

From the rice paddies and sweeping coastal plains to the dark,
sleeping jungles this is a land of sensual and sometimes savage
beauty. Huts of poor farmers stand next to temples where
civilizations, dead before our culture was born, celebrated the
wonder of this exotic land.

A trooper in a helicopter flying over the convoluted mountains
and vatleys looks with awe on the weird landscapes which seem
to writhe in their coating of morning mist. The jungles could be
those of the Earth a million years ago where dragons might walk
beneath the triple canopy.

But this is today, in an Eagle’s Vietnam.



An Eagle’s Vietnam
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There
Is A
Soldier

There is a soldier. He belongs to any one of several races ; his
parents or grandparents may have been born in Germany or Russia
or England or Turkey, but A/s nation is the United States of America.
And now he is in Vietnam.

Here a soldier fights a difficult war against many enemies.

He fights the heat and exhaustion of clawing his way up a forested
ridge line under full ruck and he fights the shivering cold of the
monsoon rains under the flimsy protection of a hastily erected
poncho. He fights insects, dirt and discomfort. And, of course,

he fights against death.

And through all this he gains and maintains that aspect that
makes a scldier what he is : a sense of humor in the face of
adversity, hope and driving determination in the pursuit of a
difficult goal.

Finally, a soldier is a proud man, knowing he has met and
overcome the worst his world can offer. Having bested the most
trying tasks, having performed the most difficult of jobs, he can
justifiably have faith in himself.

He is a soldier.



There Is A Soldier
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Nevada
Eagle

On February 28, 1969 Operation Nevada Eagle ended, bringing
to a conclusion one of the mest successful campaigns in division
history. In 288 days of action in the coastal lowlands of Thua Thien
Province Screaming Eagles had destroyed 3,299 enemy and
captured 798 VC and 55 NVA. Another 714 communists rallied
under the Chieu Hoi program. Encugh weapons had been captured
to equip nine enemy battalions.

The success of Nevada Eagle depended largely on the newly
conceived “'soft cordon’ in which villages were secretly surrounded
by allied forces without the use of heavy artillery and massive
air strikes. Selective use of air power and artillery support against
carefully identified targets limited destruction to the enemy,
reducing the risk to the civilian population.

This operation enabled the 101 st to separate the communist
forces from the populated areas of the the coastal plains. Now the
enemy troops were driven into the mountains away from the rice
supplies. The operation badly hurt the enemy’s logistic base as
668 tons of rice were captured, enough to feed ten enemy
battalions for one year. This forced the VC and NVA to retreat to
their sanctuaries and resupply areas in and around the A Shau
Valley.

The stage was set.

21
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Kentucky
Jumper

In March Operation Kentucky Jumper began and Screaming
Eagles returned to the A Shau Valley for the first time since their
daring raid into this communist sanctuary the previous August.
But this time the assault would be merely the first of hundreds.
This was not a raid ; Screaming Eagles would not leave the valley
until the enemy’s supply lines had been cut, his caches uncovered
and his base camps leveled, The A Shau would become
Screaming Eagle country.

For the men of the 101st the A Shau was a place with a strange
mystigue. Here in March of 1966 the Special Forces-CIDG camps
at A Luoi, Ta Bat and then A Shau had been closed as the VC/NVA
drove the allies from the valley. Then, for two years, the valley
belonged to the communists who openly shipped tons of supplies
down their own highway, Route 548, running down the length of
the A Shau. In May of 1968 the 1st Cav. Div. (Ambl.} aided by
the 101st’'s 1st Brigade, probed with men and machines into the
green lushness and then pulled out. The valley returned to the
communists until August when the 101st's Operation Somerset
Plain brought Screaming Eagles into the valiey again for a 17 day
raid. But again the area was returned to the communists.

In March, 1969, when the Screaming Eagles set out to conquer
the A Shau, they knew the struggle would be a difficult one.

In 167 days three operations would be canducted under
Kentucky Jumper. The first of these was Operation
Massachusetts Striker.

29
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Pacification

The Tet affensive of 1968 resultad in large areas of Thua Thien
Province—for a time, Hue and many of the coastal villages—being
hald by the VC and NVA forces. n this period of tarror village
leaders were assassinated, school teachers torfured and murdered
and the wvillages sacked of grain and other siores.

Eventually the communist forces were driven from these villages
and later destroved or drirven into the mountains, But in the wake of
tha initial fierce battles lay ruined villages and a disrupted econamy
Villagers were displaced, living in refugee camps scattered
throughout the province.

It was the job of the 1071 st's G-5, Civil Affairs Section, and the
pacrfication program to help rebuild the ruined villages and return
ihe Vietnamese to noimal econgmic and civic life. But the job would
not be easy, for not only were villages destroyed, but leaders
needed 1o take charge were no longer available.

As soon as possible after the offensive of 1968 the work was
started and cortinued into 1969. New elections were set up to
elect leaders and the leaders helped set up priorities for resettlement.
Foad. clothing and shelter had 1o be provided before the 107st
and other U.5. units could help the Vietnamese begin rebuilding,

On Vinh Loc lsland, for example, the population had been
evacuated during the classic cordon oparation which swept the
communists from the area. In 10 days in September of 1968,

154 enemy wene Killed and 374 captured. By the fall of 1969
Winh Loc Island had undergone great changes. Bridges had beean
rebuilt and improved as had the roads. Villages wore thriving with
children attending classes and receiving medical cara ot the 28
new combination school-dispansaries that had been constructed.
MAnd the fishing industry was back in operation

In the entire division area of cperations G-5 had completed 227
projects between May 25 and December 23, 1968 with 122
projects still in progress. Completed projects included 92 schools,
12 orphanages, 13 dispanaaries, 18 administration buildings,

71 wells, 11 market places and 10 road and bridge projects.

By building when the communists destroy and offering help in
the face of enemy terror, the 101st’s pacification program works
to gain the confidence and support of the Vietnamese people.
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Support
IS
Strength

While many other division units may play what ssems a more
glamorous role in the struggle to help protect the populated regions
of Thua Thien Pravince, the 1015t Abn. Div. Spt. Comd. (Ambl.}.
(DISCOM), is a vital link between the trooper in the field and the
attainment of this goal. DISCOM's vital activitias range from
maintenance of tanks and weapons 10 speady medical traatment
and preventive medicing for the troops themsalves. Food stulfs,
from Christmas turkey to C rations, fuel and the whole spactrum
of logistic support represents another equally important aspect of
DISCOM activity.

Tha affectiveness of an airmobile division is lorgely dependent
an the performance of the-aircraft that provide the muscle and
strilung power, DISCOM units keep the birds supplied, armed and
ilying. The wide range of skills noeded 10 keap the complax

‘machines, electronics and aircraft operating are all supplied by
CISCOM units.

DISCOM and its subordinate commands : 426th Supphy and
Service Bn. (Ambl ), 801st Maint. Bn. (Ambl ), 5th Trans. Bn.
{Ambl.) and 326th Med. Bn. (Ambl.). work together to embody
the motto, "Support is Strangth.”
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DIVARTY

Flame belches from the howitzer's bore and the projectile—
invisible in its swiftness—screams on its way, bullying aside the
obstructing air. Seconds later and thousands of meters away,
the earth erupts with fire and steel, showering death upon the
enemy.

For the artillerymen of the 101 st Abn. Div. Arty. (Ambl.), the
radlags, this is the goal bahind the long hours, days and weeks
of back-breaking and sometimes sleeplass labor, For the gun crew
membars, the gun bunnies, this can mean humping hesvy
ammunition in sand and mud, blistering heat and chilling
downpours, The howitzer, the gun bunny’s tool, must be cleaned
and cared for and the ammunition protected from enemy fira by
high sandbag walls. The artilleryman lives with his howitzer.

Other red legs hump with the infantry. The forward observer
and his radio man move with the grunts in the field as the eyes of
the computers and the fira direction contral officer, Thay insura
that the fire will be on-target—eavery time.

As aelements of an airmobile division, the red legs and their
equipment, from the howitzers to the smallest compass, must be
ready 1o airflift with short notice wheanever and where ever they are
needed. Oftan, men of a battery will just have settled into life at
a fire base when they are called upon to move to another barren
mountain top where work must begin again. But this is just part
of the job.

Berial anillery, the rocket-spitting Cobras, are also part of the
red leg family, adding the airmobile speed and viclence to the
artilleryman’s punch. Spraying mini-gun fire and sleek, white
rockets, the deadly Cobras extend the concept of artillery suppon
into the space age.
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Aviation
Group

For tha trooper in the field, the thunder of helicoptars can be
the most welcome sound in the world, Whether it is a Cobra
streaking in to deliver much needed fire support, or a Huey bringing
in hot chow and a load of mail, the whine of a jet engine and the
slap of rotor Blades can be sweaet music,

About one half of the division's helicopter strangth s supplied by
the 101st Avn. Gp. (Ambl.) and its four subordinate commands :
the 158th Avn, Bn. (AH) (Ambl.) : the 159th Avn. Bn. (AHS)
(Ambl.}: 1015t Avn. Bn. (AH} {Ambl ) ; and the 183rd Avn. Co.
(GS) (Ambl.).

Together these units are responsible for airlift of personnel,
equipment and supplies and general aviation support for the entire
division.

Perhaps one of the busiest commands in the division, the units of
the Aviation Group are constantly on call. Just one battalion,
the 158th, for example, flew 101,230 sorties in 1969, This involved
the moving of 161,090 tons of cargo, 502 artillery redeployments
and 258,030 passengers. And the other units show similarly
IMpressive reconds.

The Aviation Group also boasts ane of the last units still on jump
status in the division, the 101st Pathfinders. Capable of infiltrating
an objective by land, sea or air, the Pathfinders stand ready to guide
helicopters into landing rones anywhere, any time.

In Operation Lifesaver the Pathfinders teamed up with the 326th
Engr. Bn. {Ambl.) to transform marginal landing zones in the
division area into safe ones. The Pathfinders added their professionsl
knowledge to the engineer’s skill to make sure that the landing
zones had safe approach and take off lanes and were in themselves
adequate.

So vital have the efforts of the pilots, mechanics, air traffic
controllers, Pathfinders and all the men of tha Aviation Group
become, that Maj. Gen. John M. Wright Jr., commanding general
of the 101 st, stated, *'. . . In the infantry we no longer look upon
Army Aviation as a support element. We look upon Army Aviation
as an integral means of fire and maneuver as Indispensable as
armor and artillery.”
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Brothers

Battle

When communist forces swept into Hue during the Tet offensive
of 1968, they came to stay, intending to take and hold this old
imparial city which is the key to | Corps. The 1st Div. of the
Armed Forces of Vietnam, the 1st ARVM, was the principle author
of their failura,

Early on the marning of February 1, 1988 the 10,000 man farce
of the 324th NVA Div. assaulted the city. eventually seizing
everything but the 15t ARVN Headguarners, Meanwhile, the B00th
NVA Bn, attacked the Hue airstrip only 1o meet head-on with the
elite 15t ARVN Div. Hac Bao—Black Panther—Co, Using weapons
ranging from M-72 Light Anti-Tank Weapons to bayonats, the
Black Panthars drove the communists off, killing 30,

Under the cover of intensive air strikes ARVM and allied troops
drove toward the communist-held Citadel, finally driving the
communists back into the countryside. On February 24 the 2nd B,
3rd ARVN Regt. seizad the area of the Citadel’s main flagpole and
ripped down tha VC flag that had flown thare for 24 days.

This action was typical of the the 1st ARVN Div_, & unit which
has become widely recognized as among the finest in Vietnam. In
the months following Tet of 1968 the unit continued to work with
allied forces 1o drive the communists back into the mountains.

In 1969 men of the 15t ARVN Div, worked hand in hand with men
of the 101st in the vital ly successful oparations in the A Shau Valley
region and in the mountains just east of Laos. In the entical battle
for Dong Ap Bia, Hill 937, men of the 1st ARVN Div. participated

im the final assault and seizure of this NVA stronghold.

MNow that the immediate communist threat has been removed
from the lowlands, the men of the 15t ARVN are actively engaged
in the pacification program in Thua Thien and Quang Tri Provinces.

The excellence of the 15t ARVN is largely a reflection of this
unit’s leadership. Maj. Gen. Ngo Quang Troung has commanded
the division since June of 1966 after holding every pasition in the
army from platoon leader to Chief of 5taff of the Vietnamese
Abn. Div. Former commandars have included Prasidant
Nguyen Van Thigu and former Premier of South Vietnam Lt. Gen.
Mguyan Khanh.

It is fitting that this finest of Vietnamese units should work and
fight with the Screaming Eagles of the 101st as brothers in battle.
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Massachusetts
Striker

On March 22, 1863 the Screaming Eagle assault on the
communist-dominated A Shau Valley got off to what at first seemed
a faltering start. The men of the 326th Engr. Bn. {Ambl.) had
constructed Fire Base Whip near the southern end of the vallay,
but bad weather prevented its rasupply or use as a marshalling
point. A planned combat assault into the valley was made on
abandoned Fire Base Veghel instead, the farthast point west that
could be reached. But as men of the No Slack 2nd Bn. (Ambl.),
327th |nf. assaulted into the fire base, they came under heavy fire.
Lt. Col. Donald Davis, Brooklyn, N.Y., battalion commander,
radioed back the situation.

"It seems,” he said, “that we've accidently jumped into a battalion
baze area.”

At five in the afternoon Charlie Co., 15t Bn. (Ambl.), 502nd Inf.
reinforced the No Slack troopers although the helicopters met haavy
fire and four out of the first five craft in were hit.

After a night of bitter fighting the NVA withdrew, leaving 20 of
their dead behind. The next day Charlie Co. was joined by the rest
of the O-Deuce and the battalion began a drive westward in
pursuit. For the next 33 days the men of the O-Deuce pushed the
hard-fighting NVA force back until the communists made a stand
on Dong A Tay, “Bloody Ridge™, where at lzast 90 NVA were
killed and many more wounded.

Meanwhila, on March 22, men of the 2nd of the 327th became
the first 101 st troopers on the valley floor itself, assaulting onto the
old A Shau airstrip and beginning a drive toward the Lactian border.

At the sama tima men of the 2nd Bn. (Ambl.), 5015t Inf. were
sweeping in the same direction from the Rao Nai Valley southeast
of the A Shau. Almost at once Screaming Eagles began uncovering
wirtual warahousas of enemy equipment and supplies, On April 20
rnen of the 15t of the 502nd made an astounding discovery at the
northern end of the A Shauw, just south of Route 614, the
"Yellow Brick Road”, uncovering the first few items of what would
eventually prove to be a 100 ton cache. Fourteen trucks, 600 new
SKS nifles, radios and field telephones and medical supplies
were found.

As the allied thrust into the A Shau continued, the engineers
blasted long chains of landing zones and fire bases into the
surrounding hills and mauntaing and artillery units rapidly moved
in to support the ground troops. The valley that had bean a
sanctuary for the communist forces since the days of French rule
was dramatically transfigured as helicopters roamed the valley
and Screaming Eagles pushed through the lush vegetation, seeking
out the enomy,

j On May 8 the operation ended after nine weeks of heavy fighting
in which 176 enemy were killed and 852 individual and 34 craw-
sarved weapons captured.

But in the A Shau Valley this was only the beginning.
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Eagle
Beach

On May 1, 1969 Eagle Beach, the 101st's wall-equipped rast
area on the shores of the South China Sea, was formally opened
as men of Delta Co., 15t Bn. {Ambl.), 506th Inf. were greeted by
a giant layer cake and Maj. Gen. Melvin Zais, then commanding
gaeneral of tha 101st. After the formal greeting and a huge outdoor
buffet, the Currahees shed their equipment and weapons and
plunged into the cool tropical waters. For the next three days the
men of Delta Co. lived and relaxed on the white sand beach,
played miniture golf, watched movies and USO productions and
made use of the modern enlisted men’s club. Other facilities
included a massage parlor, speed boats for water skiing, pool
tables. basketball courts, a day room and a small PX.

I the following months Eagle Beach offered a respite from the
wiar for hundreds of Screaming Eogles. Here was a sanctuary where
men could collect their thoughts and gain strength for struggles
ahead. For those with dental problems. a dental clinic was set up
with the most modern of facilities,

Owver the year Eagle Beach continued to grow as more barracks
were added and facilities improved, giving Screaming Eagles the
very best of rest and recuperation sites. For the men who fight in
the twisted jungles of Thua Thien and northern | Corpe only the
best is good enough.






Apache
Snow

On May 10, 1969 Operation Apache Snow bagan with one of

the largest airmobile assaults of the Vietnam conflict. In this XXIV
Corps operation seven battalions of the 101st Abn. Div. (&mbl.),
15t ARVN Div. and Sth Marine Regt., 3rd Marine Div. were
insarted into landing zones along the Laotian border. Ten artillery
batteries were placed at Fire Bases Bradley, Airborne, Currahee,
Berchtesgaden and Cannon only 16 hours before the invasion,

By assaulting west of the A Shau Valley, the allies caught the
communists by surprise, cutting them off from their escape routes
into Laos. Sweeping sastward toward an area in the northem
A Shau known to be a rich communist warehouse area, the allies
presented the enemy with a challenge. He must aither surmender
his caches and attempt to flee or stand and fight.

The enemy's decision set the stage for one of the most difficult
WHI;.; ;n division history ; the struggle for Dong Ap Bia and
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Dong

To the men of the 3rd Bn. (A&mbl.), 187th Inf, who
swapt toward Dong Ap Bia, Hill 937, from the west,
it was “just another hill.” The two miles between the
Laoctian border and the hill had been filled with rugged
jungle but little resistance from the enemy. But as the
Rakkasans approached the hillmass, sniper fire began
and became more intense as the battalion progressed.
Soon concantrated automatic weapons fire crashed out
of the jungled slopes and a full scale engagement
began. Although the Rakkasans did not know it
at the tima, they had stumbled upon the haeavily
fortified, strategic base camp of the 29th NVA Regt.
buried in the depths of Dong Ap Bia.

Air strikes and artillery were called in on the mountain
The next morning Lt. Col. Weldon Honeycutt,
Columbus Ga., commander of the 3rd of the 187th,
maneuvered his companies along the finger-like ndges
leading to the summit. Assaulting through initially
dense jungle, the Rakkasans approached an area
blasted clear of vegetation by the air stnkes and
artillery. Hera they were pinned down by intense enemy
fire. Two squads of Bravo Co. managed to fight their
way to within 25 meters of the top but were driven back
when a sudden rain storm turmed the slope into an
impossible mudslide. The battalion withdraw

More air strikes and artillery were called in on the
enemy bunker positions as the Rakkasans attempted to
maneuver to better positions the following day.

This assault faltered after a 45 minute fire fight.
The 1st Bn. (Ambl.), 506th Inf., meanwhile, was



Ap Bia

attempting 1o réinforce tha Rakkasan unit but
Screaming Eagles faced determined enemy resistance
as they pushed through the dense forest that separated

the Currahee unit from Dong Ap Bia.Finally, on May 18,

three Currahee companias approached the southern
base of the hill and elemants of the 2nd Bn. (Ambl.),
B06th Inf. and 2-3 ARVN prepared to reinforce.

Late in the morning of May 20 four battalions
executed a co-ordinated assault on Dong Ap Bia.
Rakkasans with Alfa Co., 2nd of the 506th assaulted
from the north, the 1st of the 506th from the south and
southwest, the ARVN troops from the southeast and
Geronimos of the 2nd Bn. (Ambl.), 5015t Inf. from
the northeast.

Under this intense pressura NVA resistance crumbled
and the alliaed forcas swept over the crest. The ten days
of bitter fighting resulted in the virtual destruction
of the 29th NVA Regt. More than 1,000 tons of bombs
and 16,000 rounds of artillery smashed into Dong Ap
Bia, destroying hundreds of bunkers and other
structures. The NVA had beean dealt a stunning defaat.

Maj. Gen. Mealvin Zais, then commanding general of
the 101st, termed the struggle “a tremendous victory
by a bunch of gutty guys.”

Twenty davs later Operation Apache Snow drew 1o
a close after a month of action in the northern A Shau.
Totals had reached 675 enemy killed, three detainees,
241 individual and 40 crew-served weapons captured
and more than 100,000 rounds of ammunition
discoverad.







Lamar
Plain

As thié battle for Dong Ap Bia raged, the 1st Brigade headquartars

and two battalions under its operational control, the 1st Bn
(Ambl.), 5015t Inf. and 15t Bn. (Ambl. ), 502nd Inf., prepared 1o
relive a chapter of 15t Brigade history by joining the Americal Div

at Tam Ky. Twice before the Always First brigade had fought with
Task Force Oregon (later designated the Americal Div.) at the battle
for Duc Pho and at Chu Lai

On May 15, 1969 the 15t Brigade again deployed for the
Chu Lai-Tam Ky area and Operation Lamar Plain began. The enemy
was the NVA 2nd Diwv. which was threatemng the Quang Tin
Prowvince Headquarters at Tam Ky

For 90 days the 1st Brigade troops pushed through thick jungle
and blistenng 120 degree heat in pursuit of the enemy. And the
enemy was abundantly available ; on May 21 the Geronimos 1ook
hill 270, killing 25 NVA. Throughout the operation men of the
15t Brigade uncovered hooch and bunker complexes. Some
abandoned bunkers had been occuped only the mght before

By late Jume the NVA were avoiding contact with the 107 st
and troopers began turning up abandoned supphes. The largest
cache found included 29 5K5 nfles, 72 AK-47s and one M-1 ;
three 60mm morars and thirty-seven 122mm rounds ; 13 cases of
AK-47 ammunition | thirteen 75mm recoilless nfle rounds and
numercus blasting caps and mortar fuzes. Close by, another cache
contained two hundred 32mm mortar rounds and 78 rocket
propelled grenades. .

On August 14 the 1st Bngade returned home, having removed
the thraat 1o the provincg headguarters. |n the operation 519 enemy
had been destroyed and 257 individual and 18 crew-served
weapons captured.
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2/11th
Cavalry

The crossed sabres of the 2nd Sgdm. (Ambl.), 17th Cav. reflect
the traditions of the old horse cavalry and the concept of salf-
contained etficiency and mobility that has parsisted from the days of
horse troopers 1o the o of Huay Cobras and airmobility. The
ability to mave quickly and strike decisively and indepandentiy
continues to typify the cavalry today as it did more than
100 years ago.

Three of the Cav.'s four troops have the capability of aerial
reconnaissance through the use of light observation helicopters
{LOHs) and the striking power of Cobra gunships equipped with
rockets, miniguns and 40 mm grenade launchers. These two types
of helicopters work together in different combinations to form
versatile “hunter-killer” teams.

The Cav. also has the use of standard troop helicopters such as
the UH-1 series Huey for the transport of the Cav.’s own infantry,
the Aero Rifle Platoon. Highly trained in the arts of sirmaobile
warfare, the men of the Aero Rifle Platoons are inserted sfter the
LOHs have found the enemy and the gunships have attacked and
weakened or destroyed him. Shouid the Cav. element meet heavy
resistance once on the ground, reinforcements, gunships,

Aegrial Rocket Artillery, air strikes or artillery may be called in as with
conventional infantry. These men of the Asmo Rifle Platoon also
parform such special tasks as protecting downed helicopters and
assessing battle damage after air strikes or artillery raids.

The Rangers, the 2nd of the 17th’s elite reconnaissance elemant,
perform short range missions, seeking out the enemy throughout
the division's area of operations. Jungle-wise and well-versed in
the ars of gathering intelligance while avoiding detection, the
Rangers are the eyes of the 101st.

& fourth troop of the 2Znd of the 17th acts as a ready reaction
force for the other troops and the Ranger teams, The men of this
troop also man jeep-mounted recoilless rifles used to protect the
101 51"s base camp parmeater,

As in days of old, men of the cavalry mix pride in an elite unit
with the speed and mobility of the airmobile concept to form a
truly effective fighting force.
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Montgomery
Rendezvous

On Juna B, 1969 Operation Montgomery Rendezvous began as
3rd Brigade troops air assaulted into the highlands east of the
£ Shau and began the final stage of the valley's conguast,

While the infantry swept the surrounding hills and mountains,

Fiying Cranes and Chinooks began airlifting in equipment and
supplies for the 326th Engr. Bn. (Ambl.} and its largest operation of
the Vietnam conflict ; the construction of a 1,500 foot runway on the
valley floor. In just 54 working hours the pioneer airstrip was carved
into the rugged earth near the old Ta Bat airstrip and the first C-7A,
Caribou, twin engine transport landed in a cloud of dust,

The 27th Enge. Bn., 18th Engr. Bde., meanwhile, completed the
final link of a twisting highway, Route 547, leading from Camp
Eagle to the A Shau Valley. On June 20, eighty armored personnal
carriars of the 3rd Sqdrn.. 5th Cav. and the 151 ARVN 3rd Sgdrn.,
7th Cav. roared down the newly completed road and became the
first armor to roam the lush floor of the A Shau. Later, heavy ammaor
of the Cav. and 2nd Bn., 34th Armaor entered the valley, eventually
climbing 1o the 1op of Dong Ap Bia nsalf,

Enemy resistance was light and largely confinad to futile attacks
on Fire Bases Currahee and Berchtesgaden. Although fighting was
figrce in thesa mortar and sapper assaults, the NVA were driven off
with the combined loss of 86 communists killed.

When Maontgomery Rendezvous endad August 14, Screaming
Eagles had progressed far along the road toward taming the A Shau.
The new airstrip and road offered troops in the valley doubla
assurance of logistic support while the roar of tanks and armored
personnel carriers drove the NVA into hiding. On the operation’s
last day enemy oppoasition had been virtually eliminated. In all,

393 enemy had bean killed and 174 individual and 47 crew-sarved
weapons captured.
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Kentucky
Jumper
Ends

On the avening of August 14, Operation Kentucky Jumper
passed into history after 167 days of action in and around the
A Shau Valley. The three operations conducted under Kentucky
Jumper, Operations Massachusetts Striker, Apache Snow and
Montgomery Rendezvous, completed the A Shau trilogy.

The invasion and conguest of the A Shau have become a part of
division legend to live on alongside the great campaigns of

World War Il and the expleits of the 15t Brigade in Vietnam betwean
1965 and 1967,

But of greatest importance is the effect this struggle has had on
Thua Thien Province. With communists no longer able to use the
A Shau as a highway for infiltration and a launching point for
attacks on the lowlands, the people of Thua Thien have been able
to advance along the road toward rebuilding their shattered land.

On Septembar 24 the 3rd Brigade command post at Fire Basa
Rendezvous ¢losed and was retumed to Camp Evans. Three days
later men of the 3rd Brigade’s 3rd Br. (Ambi.}, 187th Inf. were
airlifted back to Evans, complating the withdrawl of division troops
from the valley.

Infantry and artillery raids into the valley would continue,
blocking any communist attempls to reassert their control of the
strange and beautiful landscape that Screaming Eagles had subdued.
An @irstrip. road, hundreds of landing zones and closed fire bases
remainad, ready should men of the 101 st ever nead to return.






Task Is
Ours

For the 326th Engr. Bn. {Ambl.) 1969 was a year of remarkable
accomplishment. As Screaming Eagles bagan their spring thrust
into the A Shau, the engineers air assaulted with their bull dozers
and other equipment ontd rugged mountain tops, beginning a chain
of fire bases leading from the lowlands, through the A Shau Valley
and bevond. Fire Base Whip was the first constructed in
Operation Massachusetts Striker and for weeks enginears wera cut
off fram supplies and support when the waather closed in.

The men of the 326th collected rain in ponchos for drinking water
and continuad work.

In June the engineers undertook their largest project of the
Vietnam conflict as they slashed a 1,500 fool pionear airstrip into
the A Shau Valley floor near the abandoned Ta Bat airstrip.
Fighting water-soaked clay and enamy snipers, they completed
tha job in a mere 54 working hours. & C-TA, Caribou, with its load
of rations and water, bacame the first fixed -wing aircraft 1o land
in the valley since 1965 as it touched down and thundered to
a dusty stop on June 1 3.

In Operation Lamar Plain at Tam Ky elemants of the 326th forged
new fire bases in the Amercal Div. area of operations. Teams of
engineers also went out with infantry units, blowing up enemy
bunker and tunnel systems as they wera uncoverad.

At the Bach Ma the engineers defred winds that sometimes
reached 100 miles per hour as they constructed Fire Base Sledge.
Setting atop a 4,500 foot ridge, Sledge was both a model fire
base and one of the loftiest installations in Vietnam.

In addition to thair rale as combat engineers, the men of the
326th helped the pacification effort through their actions in civic
action projects such as the Phu Thu road. This road serves the dusl
function of providing the Vietnamese with an easy access to markets
and facilitating the logistic efforts of the 1015t

As the year drew to a close, the engineers gave the Screaming
Eagles a Christmas present by building a huge outdoor auditorium,
the Eagle Entartainment Bowl, where more than 16,000 troopers
from the | Corps area saw the Bob Hope Christmas show.
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Bach Ma

On a ridge overlooking the coastal lowlands of the Phu Loc
District stand the ruins of palatial villas and old French resorts.

This is the Bach Ma, the 4,500 foot ridge named the “White Horse™
from an old Vietnamese legend about the white clouds that often
ocbscure the peak. Here, atop the Bach Ma, the NVA and VC once
pathered, marshalling for raids on the lowlands and resting after
the battle’s end.

But in July the 101 st changed all that. The 15t 8n. {Ambl.},
327th Ind. and the Znd Bn. (Ambl.), 502nd Inf. air assaulted the
ridge line along with members of the 54th ARVN Regt. on the 13th,
They wers followsad by men of the 326th Engr. Bn. (Ambl.) who
began the construction of Fire Base Sledge among the ruins of
French villas. Chinooks and Flying Cranes roared in with sling
Inads of ammunition and artillery pieces, sometimes fighting high
velocity winds that whipped the paalk.

Ground operatians in the thick jungle around the Bach Ma turnad
up an enemy sapper camp and a cache of rice, tools and meadical
supplies. The enemy, howevar, refused the Screaming Eagle
challenge and abandoned the Bach Ma.

On August 11 the operation ended. More than 80 landing zones
had been prepared in the area and Fire Base Slege could always
ba reopened should tha NVA and VT again attempt to dominate
the “White Horss."
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Mai Loc

On September 30, 1969 two battalions of the 3rd Brigade were
called upon to deploy to Quang Tri Province to assist in the
redeployment of the 3nd Maring Div. Mai Loc, a longly village,
became the forward command post for the 15t and 2nd Bns.
{Ambl ), 506th Inf. Here, on an old Marine airstrip, C-123s landed
and unloaded the 151, and then the next day, 2nd Currahea
battalions,

In an eight company combat assault the following day, Cumrahess
jumped into two landing Zones just south of the DMZ. Their aim
was the pravention of NVA movement from North Vietnam or Laos
which might interfere with the Marine redeployment. Twao fire
bases were estzblished, Scotch and Schrapnel, and immediately
defenses were sat up. Cobras of Alfa Trp., 2nd Sqdrn. (Ambl.],
17th Cav. suppressed enemy fire against incoming helicopters.

On October 5 elements of the 15t of the 506th assaulted into an
area slightly north of Schrapnel and swept to the base of a rock
cliff honeycombed with cavas. Here they captured a lone NYA
and then discoverad a cache containing two individual weapons,
twenty-two 122mm rockets, more than 100 mortar rounds,

20 Chi-Com grenades, 17 mines, 36 rucksacks, 2,750 pounds of
fish, 3,850 pounds of nice and 405 cans of meat.

By October 31 the Marines had completed their redeployment
and the Currahees began their own phase-out as tha 1st ARVN
Div. prepared to take over operations in the area,

For the Currahees the 3B-day operation had been axtremaly
successful. The Marine deployment had been completed, a large
cache had been discovered and 59 enemy had been destroyed.
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201st
Signal Bn.

The men of the 50151 Signal Bn. (Ambl.) have the job of
establishing and maintaining the lines of communication vital to
the 101st. The thousands of miles of commo wire and cables,
switchboards and telephones, that make up the land line system
are only part of the picture. In addition to linking together the
division units at Camp Eagle with the brigades, the 501st keeps
contacts with fire bases and other remote units, sometimas
through the use of sophisticated microwave equipment.

The ability of the division to respond instantly to tactical
situations and to co-ordinate effectively with other units depends
on the efficiency of this communications network,
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Kit
Garson
Scouts

Maving down a thickly jungled trail, an element of Screaming
Eagles carefully probes the unfamiliar forest. Up front, walking
point, a Vietnamese in jungle fatigues sudden|y halts and seems
1o grasp at thin air with two fingers held a few inches above the
ground. Between his fingers is a thin black strand of trip wire
leading to a booby trap at the trail’s edge.

This man is a Kit Carson Scout, a former NVA or VC whao has
rallied to the cause of the government of the Republic of Vietnam.
He plays a vital role in allied operations, halping to save lives and
win battles,

Important as the job of pointman is, the Kit Carson Scoult brings
with him knowledge and insights which make him extremely useful
in many areas. He can be used as an interggator, interprater,
in PSYOPS operations or in the training of American troops in
NVA and VC tactics. His prior experience also makes the scout an
expariencad infantryman, valuable in a fira fight,

Marny American lives have been saved through the efforts of
Kit Carson Scouts. These man who have made the decision to
repudiate their former way of life and fight for the South Vietnamese,
hawa proven to be dedicated, brave and layal,
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Operation
Saturate

Cm Ocrober 1, 1968 elements of the 1st Brigade readied for a
combat assault into the Phu Thu District southeast of Hue. But
the plannad assault would never take place—at least by air,

A stationary starm front aver the South China Sea dumpad mara
than 50 inchas of rain of the Hue-Phu Bal area, grounding
aircraft and flooding the countryside.

On Qctober 5 the Always First froopers made the trip in trucks,
for a shart ime becoming motorized rather than airmobile. When
the troops dismounted near their objective, the going was rough.
Rivers and canals had overreached their banks and the roads were
washed out. In some places the water was chest deep.

While the flood presented problems for the Screaming Eagles,
it incapacitated the less well equipped VC. Troops of the 1st Bn,
{Ambl.}, 327th Inf. surprised eight members of a VC political action
group seeking refuge from the flood on a rooftop. After a brief fire
fight five surviving VC surrendered. In another engagemant two
migre WV were Killed as they tried 1o flee the area under the cover
of darkness in a small boat

The move into the Phu Thu District had the pamarny aim of
removing this area as a potential marshalling point for VO attacks
on Hue or Phu Bai. To accomplish this, 101 st troopers first drove
the WC from tha area and then helped 1he local citizens to develop
a self-defensa force.

In spite of the rains and the pressure exerted by the nead to
resatile flondad-out villages, Screaming Eagles succeeded in
ancouraging the local forces.

Regional forces ware drilled in the basics and given classes in
patrolling, marksmanship, ambush techniques and weapon
maintenance. The 101 st helpad them to develop a sense of
salf-raliance while building up their skill in warfare.

The VC, meanwhile, had fled the Phu Thu area and avoided
contact with the 101st and Regional Forces
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2nd Brigade
The DMZ

On November 13, 1969 Geronimos of the 2nd Bn. (Ambl.),

6501 st Inf. boarded 15 Chinook helicopters and began a journey to
the blasted wastelands just south of the DMZ. Here elements of the
15t Bde. Sth Inf. Div. (Mech.) had been engaged in heavy fighting
against the 27th NVA Regt.

The journay first took the Geronimos to Quang Tri, the jumping
off point for a a battalion air assault to the DMZ by UH-1H slicks.
As wave after wave of helicopters dropped the Screaming Eagles on
tha barren landscape, men already on the ground set up a defensive
perimeter,

For the next five days the troops uncovered NVA base camps,

a small cache and finally, found and engaged the enemy in an
all-night battle. In two days of action 28 NVA were killed,

On November 18 the Geronimos again boarded Chinooks,
this time for the trip home. The six days south of the DMZ had been
days of rough fighting and persistent effort. And few Geronimos
would ever forget the barren and twisted landscape whera they
had met and overcome the enemy.



2nd Brigade At The DMZ
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The
Stand Alone Bn.

For the 3rd Bn. {Ambl.}, 506th Inf., the Stand Alone battalicn,
1969 began with a fierce ten hour fire fight in the battalion’s
Il Corps area of oparations noar Phan Thiet. On February 12, 1968
Charlie Co. of the Currahee unit azsaulted into the middle of a VC
battalion and whean tha battle ended 58 of the enemy had bean
killed.

In May the battalion bagan full-fladged participation in the
pacification effort in Binh Thuan Provines as Currahecs paired-off
with members of local Regional Ferce and Popular Force units
and engaged in reconnaissance-in-force operations and provided
prarimater security for local hamlets. As a result, local forces
increased in proficiency and confidence while hamlat life improved
under the new level of saclirity.

Following the successful competition of the pacification project,
rmen of the 3rd of the 506th continued operations from their basa
area at Phan Thiet, including an amphibious assault by Dela Co,
and a combined unit operation in the Song Mao area. The
battalion traveled widely in its area of operations, setting up three
naw fire bases in two manths,

On Movember 3 the Currahees laft Phan Thiet for an operation
in the Ban Me Thuot area, providing road sacurity on vital supply
route QL-21 to the then beseiged camps on the Cambodian border,
Bu Prang and Duc Lap.

On December 20th the battalion moved again, this time 1o tha
Qui Nhan area lor operations with the 173rd Abn. Bde, in the
Crowsfoot Mountain Range. Here the Cumahees interdicted NVA
supply and infiltration routes.

At year's end the men of the 3rd of the 506th celebrated the end
of their second year in Vietnam and || Corps.  Truly the Stand Alone
battalion, the Currahees continued to fight far from their parent unit
in the twisted jungles of |l Corps.
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Spoils

As Screaming Eagles penctrated enemy strongholds in the
A Shau Valley region, the sacrets of the NVA “warghouse area”
began to unfald. On Agril 20th elements of the 15t Bn. (Ambl.),
502nd Inf, discovered the first tems of a fabulous 100-ton cache
on OL-614, the " Yellow Brick Road.” This single cache yielded 13
Russian trucks, 600 SKS rifles and tons of other equipment. It was
the largest cache of the year in | Corps.

This was just the beginning of a year of systematic discovery
and destruction of NVA supplies stored in sanctuaries near the
Laotian border, Over the calendar year enough weapons were
captured to equip four full NYVA battalions. Hundreds of tons of
supplies, transponed with great difficulty and high cost by the NVA
fram Morth Vietnam, would never be used against the people of
Thua Thien Province or the men of the 1015t



96 Vehicles




2,281 Individual Weapons

897,032 Rounds of
Small Arms Ammunition
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259 Crew-Served Weapons

132,643 Rounds Crew-Served
Weapon Ammunition



144.8 Tons of Rice,
Medical Supplies
and

Communication Equipment






Randolph
Glen

In December 1969, as the year drew to a close,
screaming Eagles began Operation Randolph Glen,
More than any other oparation 1o date, Randolph Glen was
designed to place the resources of the 101st in men,
matarial, technical skills and organizational expérience
at the disposal of the Vietnamasa people.

As a part of this plan, two battalions of the 101st
wire assigned long-tarm areas of operations where
they would function in close conperation with local
military and government arganizations. Thess
“dedicated” battalions, the 2nd Bn. (Amhbl.}). 327th Inf.
and the 3rd Bn. (Ambl.), 187th Inf., sat up their
tactical operations centers in their respective district
headguarters, With instant communication with the
local leaders possible, operations were made more
efficient and men had a new opporunity 1o gain
the confidence and respect of the people of the
districts,

Other infantry units, although not dedicated 1o a
specific district, amanged close lisison with local
leaders to help achieve a similar level of cooperation
and communication,

Also part of Randolph Glen was an incroased offart o
upgrade local force groups and thus help achieve bettar
local security. Mobile Training Teams (MTT) of the
101 st wera organized to help train Regional Force,
Popular Force and People's Self Defense Forea groups,
In keeping with the U5, policy of Vietnamization,
Randolph Glen saw increasad responsibility placed on
such local groups 1o control guerilla activity virtually
unaided by L.5. or regular troops of the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam.

Troops of the 101 st, meanwhile, waorkad more
closaly with ARVN troops than ever before, heiping
to‘assure that the allied successes of the Kentucky
Jurnper campaign continued. The allied troops
concentrated on keeping the NVA forces from
regaining control of their former sanctuary and base
camp areas and from staging sttacks on the lowlands.
By keeping the regular communist troops isolated from
the rich iowlands of Thua Thien, the U S. and ARVN
troops assured the people of the provincs that they
would have the security necessary for growth and
improvement,

Tha 2nd Sgdm. (Ambl.), 17th Cav., meanwhils,
patrolled the areas in the 10151°s reconnaissance zone,
including the A Shau Valley, keeping watch on enemy
forces and preventing their return in force to this former
sanctuary.

At vear's end the struggle in Thua Thien had moved
inta a new and hopeful phase. The enamy was no
longer an immediate threat to the citizens of the
province and both the local government and U5,
forces could devote more time and effort to the task of
building toward a new and better future for the people
of this ravaged land.
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Awards

Medal of Homor 4
Distinguished Service Cross 26
Silver Star b36
Distinguished Flying Cross 404
Legion of Merit M
Bronze Star 19,201
Bronze Star “V " Device 1,908
Army Commendation Medal 28,11
Army Commendation Medal “V¥ " Device 927
Air Medal 13,804
Air Medal “¥" Device bi2
Soldiers Medal ]}

Purple Heart 4015
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Ou May 18, 1967 Brave Co., aud Bu., sozind Abin, Daf. was

.rﬂ.lg..d in goumbar aperations in-CJumwg "';'-.;¢r| Provwrince vear Duie Pho
l;i‘{.:r.:]f.l!lﬂ ..5.1,l.|.l|'\|'f|:.:zl ,lr-.lm ilhe sene |,f cir earlier CICRIY CONTACT.

A J'.rrq rfnn:.rl.lr £ f'“ FIRF RTaTAE .Jr.lnuf fllli-:l Jn,;*I!.l .'.rn: rrim,{llr. .|||: Camig
.ﬂbﬂ]}ﬂf} lI'-gn_ I'.;l_'|'.|1.:'q :u'.rr dn i }-’ [Pel, 'fx'r LLJ] er |'r.Jr|I JJJruJ
Shouting & warning, the point man opened fire but was cut down
by fire from heavily fortified positions near the trail. Specialist
Four Dake E. W, ayrynen saue rhe e fall and ran to his aid,
|I.-':I'IIJIHI-E' the wounded man back down the trail to where the point
squad had takeen cover. Suddenly an acivated grewede landed among
e aarembled mew. Wayrynen shouted & warning fo the sqoad and,
I|m=I||J.-g aside mnosher man, tirewe himself on the grenade moments
|1"||'|.:lr|r' it :1F|||=-r|l¢'.1' Waprjnen unas ||r.'r.d.:;|-' iptinded, He savificed
his life ro save the other men of his squad, an act certainly

“above and beyond the call of dury.”

Medal of

On October 15, 1967 Se rpcant Firs Clags Wehaer Andereon—
then Seaff Sergeamt—ras sevving as Chicf of Secrion in Alfa ﬂrty >
znd Bu., 320l Arey. in aperations near T KCy. In the r.:'rf;r
smorring hogrs the |'lrr."u;|- § posthion Whas alfacieed .rlj| an WA swuir
.mrlm'm:]'.'..l' ."l_:r Ju'u:|:'||' ArrTar, .lr'.;:l.'Hr:u r'!f‘.'r._ hl:'{'n' J.lr'clp'“-l'rj_qr'rmtf:'
il it ET MRS .‘E.r...'. T.rl.:' i r.'l'.l..'||"_1' r.’r.'|'.r|.lr|r||:'.-:lI d.'h'.':ntli!r
Iweeched the perimeter and soon Andersan’s howitzer was furiously
attacked. Exposing himsclf to ememy fire, Anderson F'm.:l-gﬁ-' rifle
avid grenade fure upon @ rtacleing enenry soldiers while mrmrm'l'l';.
directing the fre of his howirzer. Two grenades landed near
Aurderson, 1ppsen I'Jn.;_l faiim

i e Degs . Althes aph unable 1o stand, he

propped .fmlu.- If on the pavaper and and comtinued directing fire wntil
anotiser grenade landed in the pir. Anderson hurriedl) grabbed the
groviade annd threw it from the pit jugt as it exploded, wownding him
apain, Afthegh r .l'."lll.lli| :
evacuarion and continved to enconrage his men in the defenze of the
pasition. His courage and daring served ar an exanrple to theee
|Jr-.'.'|':.."' hiin .Jrn! IREPrFed g ikt o drive .lr' rl.. CHCIN Y JOFEE

soienided, Anderson ﬂ_'fii.u:'a.l' medical

Spec. 4 Dale E. Wayrynen



Honor

Ovtober g, 1969 Sergeamt Robert M. Patterson stood om the
White House lnwn and was presented the Medal of Howar by
Presidess Richard M. Nixon. Patterson received his mation's highest
henar for an action with the 3ol Plr., amd Soqdrn., 17h Cae, on
May 6, 1968. Then Specialist Four Paterson was a member of
the i:'p'.rf sguad of the 3rd Plt. which was pinned down near
La Chu by jﬂ'ﬂll'}r automatic weapons and roclet propelled grenade
fire from part of an entrenched NVA barralion.

Patterson and two comrads assaulted and destroyed nwe bunkers
with gremade and machine gun fire and then came under even heavier
fire from a third position comsisting of @ bunker and several spider
holes. Although enjoined by his comrads to ﬂdﬁ:;fw, Patterson
assrlted and destroyed the bunker and spider holes and continued

on o piher eIy Familors ﬁhﬁr'r]f the element’s advariee.
Single-handed, Patterson destroyed five bunkers with rifle and
grenade fire and killed eight enemy soldiers. Inspired by Patterson’s
actions, the platoon assaulied deeper into the encmy position,
peneirating and degroying ir.

Sgt. Robert M. Patterson

While serving as a squad leader with Delta Co., and Bn.,
so1st Abm. Inf. on February 21, 1968, Staff Sergeant Clifford
C. Sims gave his kife for hus fellow soldiers and thereby earned
his country’s highest award. Sims' company was operating mear Hue,
assaulting into an enemy position in @ dense wooded arca, when
heavy ememy fire began cweeping the element. The 15t Plt. of
Delta Co. was pinned down and in danger of being overnun.

Sims led kis squad in a furious attack on the encmy position and
eased pressure on the 15t Plt., allowing it to maneuver. As the action
contimed, Sims maneuvered his squad in support of other clements of
Delta Co. which were in heavy contad. At one point Sims’ quick
rﬁ.mjﬂ'_lw prfwnrnﬂ his squd.n‘_,fmm being destroyed fl_:r'_ ] l.'.'l'PPII:'-dl.ll:g
ammuition bunker as he monewvered his men out of danger

wnder fire.

As Sims" squad approached another bunker, a booby trap was
activated with an andible metallic click and Sims—realizing the
danger to his men—+threw himself omto the device, absorbing the full
desiructive impact with his bedy,







In Memory

This Piclorial Review is dedicaied 1o those
Sereaming Eagles who sacrificed their lives, not
primarily to insure their own freedom, but to help
ingure the freedom of others.



Aguirre, Joseph A.
Akerley, Dennis
Alex, Charles R
Allen, William [.
Alonzo, Manue! B.
Alvey, Alfred E., |r.
d:!rr]frfrr. Herbert F.
Ar[m:fa.ir. Carl E., Jr.
Amand, Gary W.
Artis, Vernan L,
Aruatasi, Sa, Jr.
Austin, Albert D., _j'r
Ayers, William H.
A::Flu Liler, j’f
Babin, Clarence 8.

s, William F., Jr.
m. Elbert |., Jr.
Baldon, Rudy L.

Ball, David M.

Barnes, L.
Barnes, gﬂm‘l L.
Barnhart, Oteo P,
Barton, Norman L.
Barr, Daryle H-'".
Baughn, Philj
Bazxemore, H"'
Beach, Floyd I.

Bean, Cliristopher T
Beasley, Odell D.

" Bellile, William M.
Bellino, Paul G.
Belt, Robert E.

B.rw Douglas W.
Rdfph N.

B: I, fames A.

Bi f.imp James L.

PFC
PFC
PFC
SGT
858G
PRC
5Py
5Py
5Py
PFC
PFC
SPs
5Py
5Py
5Py
5Py
PFC
PFC
SPy
5Py
5Py
5Py
PFC
SFC
5Py
PFC
SGT
5Py
FFC
Py
FFC
SP4
SPy
PFC
PFC
SPy

Black, David F.
Blazonis, Peter V',

Bloomfield, Norman H.

Bobo, William C.
Boehm, William E.
Boese, Robert L.
Bolton, Anderson D.
Bongo, Anthony
Bonventre, Thomas 8.
Borrego, Luis C., Jr.
Bowman, Curtis
Box, John R.

Boyd, Roy B.
Boydston, Oscar D.
Brathuraite, C.
Braxrom, ﬁhﬁ“
Brech, Richard L.
Briales, Miguel E.
Brooks, Edward A.
Brooks, Thomas, Jr
Brower, Patrick E.
Brown, Galen C.
Brown, James A. I
EBrowm, Norman D,
Brown, William H. Jr.
Bruner, Mark L.

t, Walter T.
m, Lincoln E.
Burkert, Elijah W.
Burns, Richard A.
Bushard, William D.
Buttry, David E.

, Felix A.
Callahan, Michael P.

Canrer
g

PFC

SGT

Cardrwell, Henry W,
Carson, Russell B.
Carter, L. C.

Carter, Léslie D., Jr.
Casey, Daniel G,
Casiille, Leonard B.
Eivomefarrald L
Chapa, Lorenzo Jr.
Cwmm:. H"l’.i'n’:':rrj.
Chase, Walier W,
Christie, Donald
Clark, Barry R.
Clark, Joln |.
Clarke, Edward A.
Clubbs, Charles E.
Cafield, Edward C. Jr.
C‘oﬁm. Albert lf.._';;
Collins, David |.
Caollins, Jonathan I1I
Combs, John B.
Conaway, London
Conkle, Joe T,
Comell, Vaughn D.
Corbett, Donald |.
Comert, Gregory D.
Corrivean, Richard T.
Courtney, Jimmy D.
Creamer, Albert E.
Creech, Billy G.
Crashy, Charles D.
Cross, Gary L.
Crone, Kewvin B,

Cruise, Kenneth T, Jr.

Cruits, Ralph |,
Cudlike, Charles .
Chrtini, Donald L.

5P4
SP4

SGT

5Py
SGT
5Py
Wi
SGT

PFC
SGT

SGT
CPL
PEC
1506
PFC
PEC
SPy
&SPy
PFC
iLT
HO
SPy4
5Py
PFC
PFC
S5CGT
WL T
PFC
Y i
PFC
H8G
aPy
aPg

PFC






Hamilron, Milbere W.

Hamawald, Len M.
Handy, Edward L.

Hardwick, Edward M.

Harley, Domnie R.
Harper, Billy F.
Harper, James C, Jr.
Hartmari, Donald O,

ifHaiq- Alm D

Hl!lq Raondall L.
. Walter 8.

H*"j MWiam T.

Hnrrhrm. ."".:*Is:m L. _}'r
Howard, iL
Houwes, Rog

Huerta,

Huff, Ra

Hunser, Henr
Hm:.'&*}r

.5_&._1







Palacios, Tt
i"ﬂ:w-Jﬂ"'m“fj-;"-7
Parker, Evon [. E.
Paulus, Robert D.
Pearce, Charles H., Jr.
Pedue, Roger W.

jio, Arturo

5Py

PFC
2LT
5Py
SCGT
PFC

Ricardo, Salvador O., Jr.
Ricciardo, Ronald F.
Richardson, Marvin K,
Richter, Mervin R.



Vollmerhausen, Johu M.  PFC

Wall, Albert C., Jr. SGT

Walls, Carl W. 5Py

Walsh, John M. iLT

Walsh, Truman . SPy

Walters, James R. Shy

Wapinski, Daniel K. 2LT

Warnick, Jerone . WO

Watson, David W, CPT

Taira, Clifford K. SPy Wait, Roberr L. PFC
Talburt, Raymond T. 5Py Wender, Terry A. SPy

Tear, George B. PFC Wenrick, Clyde A, PFC

Terrazas, Juan L. 5Py Wesoman, Myles D. PFC

Terrell, Lemuel E. SPy Westmoreland, Jimmy R. PFC
Tessrer, Diauid L. PFC Wheeler, Louis G. SPy
Tharpe, Samucl C. SPy White, Michael J. Shy

Theobald, David E. PFC White, Richard |. PFC

Swmith, Ferrol S. PFC Thibou, Allan C. PFC White, Ronmie R. PFC
Swith, Lawrence L. SCGT Thompson, James M. PFC White, Sarmmiel M. SPy
Swith, Olen W, 5Py Thompson, David B. PFC Wickline, Dowald L., Jr. PFC
Smich, Phillip C. 5Py Thompson, Wesley R. PFC Wiles, Johnny PFC
Smith, Russell F, SPy Thornton, Dwight |. CPT Williams, [ack E. 5Py
3 1 PEC Thurston, Daniel T. Py Williams, _j’ﬂﬂp.i: I 5Py
PFC Tiderencel, John W. SPy Winlkler, Gary |. SPy

SPhy Timian, Frank E. 5Py Wood, RﬂbﬂIH . SPq

CPT  Timmer, Akke ., fr. SPy Woods, Durel . PEC %
SGC Tinker, Gary L. SGT Woodside, Michael L. CPT

5Py Woolum, Larry L.
55G Worrell, David A,
PFC Wrazen, Gerald

SPy Y Den 5 3% NG
RS oy i TN
PFC . Yingling, Hamy P. +
Spy Yost, Russell C. %;5
PFC Young, Roberr A., Jr.

SPy
SPy

PFC Tisdale, Lm:nr:

. FL#







=
.
—
.._.S
e
D

The Art










"y

- J,_a.i..
- - = R, Ny S
e — — S RN N
v R, e JM,.,,
— R, .,...F......,../n

g













i

Staff

INFORMATION OFFICER Maj. Richard L. Bryan
{Maj. Richard L. Horvath)

COMMAND INFORMATION OFFICER Capt. Allen J. Dines
{Capt. Richard Cardinali)

EDITOR (layout, design and production} Spec. 5 Gary L. Pitchford
EDITOR (copy) Spec. 4 Thomas Jensen
WRITERS Sgt. Canute Dalmasse

Spec. 5 Gary Pitchford
Spec. S David Rose
Spec. 4 Thomas Jensen

STAFF ARTISTS Spec. 4 Michael P. Brady
Spec. 4 Michael Cariglio

The 1968-1969 Pictorial Review of the 1015t Airborne Division (Airmaobile)
has been a product of the combined efforts of all the men of the Division
Information Office. Special thanks are also extended to the photographers and
faboratory technicians of the 501st Signal Bn. (Ambl) Photo Lab for their
professional assistance and consistently refiable support. And, lastly, thanks
are due the thousands of men whose daily efforts and sacrifices have made the
living fiber of rhis story, the unfolding drama of the 1015t in Vietnam.

The 1968-19%68 Pictorial Review i5 an authorized pablication of the W00 Aivboeme Division {41
mopile), APD Son Franciseo M2RE, Views and opinivis expresivd are nof necesvarily thaze of the Depart-
ment af the Army. This patlicartion is presented for the berefit of alf riembers of the divivion, past amd
present,
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