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2Tiempt ms been made to alter the facts in vy way.

7 saptured weanons count,

. LE HERS
. FOERTNORD

The purpose of this history is to present a consies written narrative of &ll the
major accomplishments of the 2d Battalion (Airmobile) 5024 Infantry throughsut

/771,  Accounts of combat operations are factual, based on official records, No

A1) figures used are actual

“igures. Statistics of enemy casualties and loses are based on actual bedy count

Approximaticns are not taken into account in this

L 0Ty,
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DEDICATION

This history is dedicated to those members of the STRIKE FORCE Battalion

- who @ve their lives so that others nay live in the freedom for which they were

willing to make the supreme sacrifice.

Lankford, Evelyn F. E7 0o & 16 Feb 71
loden, Larry-D. A Go O 5 Mar 71
bdakai, Alvin B Gn B 1 Mar 71
Dozier, John T. ES Jo A 18 Jun 71
Murohy, Frederick . 5 . Go 4 ' 2 Jul 71
Beglau, David - E., Jo D 22301 71
Mitchell, Ionnie , HIS 23 Oct 71
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ORGANIZATION

the 2d Battalion (Airmobile) 502d Infentry is one of three manuever Inf ntry
Battalions with the 1s% Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile). The Strike
Force was deployed to Vietnsm as part of the 1st Bde Task Force in July 1955, and
since that time has conducted combat operations agiinst ‘the Communist Viet Cong

" and North Vietnsmese Armed Foreces in South Viztnan,

l On 15 May 1965 the z-50z4 Inf ﬁas reorganized wnder Doparimont of the Army TOE

7-35F. Headquarters and ﬁeadquarters Company swms organized under TOE 7-36F, and

Rifle Companieé naty WBM, MG vrder TOW 7-37F. Some months liter, MDY ang “EM

comp.inies were added with "E¥ company being a Comb:t Supéort Compsny containing

the 81mm mortara and 90mm recoiless rifles. Each rifle company consists of 3 .
w1fle platoons with M-60 michine guns snd ¥-79 grenzde launchers being organic to

vhe individual pl-toons, This basic orguzinzation wis uscd with sonme ﬁodificau

tion in training and combat.

A Reconnaissance Platoon was org.nized in the Battalion and assigned to "EM
company. The Recomnaissance Platocn was vrique in that it was designed to work
as a highly mobile rifle platoon or in six B3N reconnaissance teams, It was

émployed under direct control of the Battalién Commandex.

Throughout 1971, the 2-502d Inf conitimued o vary its techniques and tactics in
- its untiring effort to corbat the encry and the environment. The ability to rew
act swiftly wes evident by the tactic:l success the Battalion has enjoyed under

the airmobile concept.




OPERATION JEFFERSON GLEN

Thua Thien Province

The Strike Force entersd 1971 still engaped in Operation Jefferson Glen with the
ist Brigade. The CP reuained on OP Checkrtbe located on {Iill 342 approximately

10 miles Southwest of Hue City. Checlmnte was a show place and a source of

pride to the Strike Force Battalion. It bossind such luxury features as plank
sidewalks, hot éhowera, {for those ambitious enough to carry the water), hard
surfaced chopper pads, a barber shop, neatly painted structures and even a telo~
vision for evening-viewing in the briefing room, The bunkers were manned.by'peru
sonnel who for various reasons could not psrform in the canopy. These people
inclvded temporary and permanent physical profiles, excess cooks, coumo personngl,
and the like. Their performance was evidence of thelr pride in the battalian -

these were the people who buily and defended "The Hilln,

Heavy and frequent rains characterized early 1971 as the monscon dragged to éﬁ

~end. In the canopy, the "grunt® lived a wet, chilly and uneventful existence

- through Janusry. Resupply was not regular és aircraft were frequently grounded

by bad weather. Fow combat .seanlts werc donducted ahd novenent on the ground
was kept to a minimum. The area of operations through January and most of
February remained the same zs the last three months of 1970 . from the Song Bo

River Yo 8 kilometers east and north frem FB Veghel about 12 kilometers, Con-

- stant patrolling produced extensive coverage of the area effedtively denying the

enery a base of operations, One measure of success is the fact that TET, the

Vietnamese Lawar New Year celebration, passed quietly without any atiacks on Hus

" Gity ~ scene of bloody conflict during TET of 1968, The North Vietnamese were




then heavily engaged in Cambodia which diverted their attention from traditional
targets of previous years. Wiatever the reasons might have been, it was both

satisfying and a relief that TET 1971 passed without incident.

The nusber c¢ne concern of the Striks Force rear area at Camp Eagle was the SGet
set for TET" progran, The bunker line was irproved as much és pdssible despite

a shortage of materials and manpower. A Battalicn reaction platoon staged several
practice alerts for reinforcement of the bumker line, Bunkers in the cantonment

area were improved to provide greater protcetion in the cvent of attack,

The men of Company "A®" took credit for the only contast of Januazgg #dhile nmoving
towards an LZ, the elenent observed and engaged thres NVA abt clocd range. The
actiorn resulted in two enemy KIA without friendly casuvaliies. One AK-47 rifle:
wos captuired. Company A" fourd 3 receni graves the next dzy and reported sigms
of activity and moverient around their position but h2d no furﬁherlcontact with

the eneny.

Farly in Februaxy the "Strike Force' gradupily worked into sccurity coporations.,
Charlie company Jjoined Deltiz company in securing the rcad from OP Checlmate %o
¥B Veghel. Recon Platoon securecd the réad east of FB Fastogne and Alpha compary
secured the road ezst of ¥B Birmingham. B@avo conpxny wos digging up a tunnel

complex near the Song Bo.

Greduzlly the 2-502d Infl'e A0 was extended to covor all the area Fast of the
Song Bo, South from the 12 grid linme approxicately ten kilometers and Fast past
FB Pirminghan- four kilometers. The basiec mission in this A0 was to secure

Route 547 in support of operations to the West.




' troops also mide froquent use of the Huu Trach River to bathe and cleanmup.'

Also ot this ti e the companies werc noved individually to Camp Eagle for 36
hour standdowns. Delteo Comp.:ny, boesuse they were securing FB Veghel wis ex-

cluded from thesc abbreviated stenddouns.,

"Junp CP' was a saying used quite often at the TOG at OP Checlmnte. The Battalion
was put on numerous contingency plens and ezch time a Junp CP was readied to

reet communications and command requirenonts,

On the 2723 of February all Strike Force units were roved to FB Birmingham to
strge for an upcoming operction to the South of FB Noxmandy, -Strike Fywece eI
somnel were resupplied with food and ammunition, had their equipment checked, re-

placed and/or repaired, This period also enabled the troops to rest, get hot

o —

food, and entertainment with a floor show providéd on thé Relarm Pad.- .The

On 24 beruary, fApha Gowpany corbat assanlted into the new Area of Operatlon#.
As Bravo Conpany wag prepavlng to COubaB assault the Battalion Commander was
n&tlfled to eancel the exlstlng operatlon and p repare to move to Queng Tri Pro—
v1ncé to come under tne opcr"tlon 1L cont?ol of thm Third Brﬁsﬁdc. Our mission
was to suPooxt Lamr Son 719. Alpha Company ¥33 brought back to I8 Birmingham and
wiﬁh_much haéte, preparations were made to move north, Coordination at all -
levels had to be effected and preparstions irmediately nade io-move the battalion

north., With thorough planning and massive effort, all obstacles were overcone,

.and on the HoynIng: of tho 25th of Fébruary, "S rlke Fbrce" relocated the CP at

Mai Ioc and movcd the companles 1nto the AO ten miles to the southwest of Quung

. a3 M

Tri.
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At ﬁai Ioc tho renaining days of February were s?ent Udigzing -int and foxrtifying
the compound. Troop shelfers woere built, mess buildings and latrines were
errected, and a comnnnd post for the bunksr Jine wns establisﬁed. A comprehensive
logistic systen was set up using three widely separated resupply points. Thus,
contimicus confort service support was provided for all field elements through-

out tho vast arca of operations.

Brave Company, Third Plstcon was credited with the orly enemy contact during
Febfuary when on the 19th, they spctted %wo NVA in a rest arce, engaged them
with small srms fire, mind employed ARA and artillery on the site. Though they

falled to find any encny dead, the platoon captured muerous miscellaneous

equipnient and several items of valuve.

 February 28 ended Opcration Jefferson Glen for the Strike Forece troopers as

the last week of February ushcred in Opcration Lam Son 719.




CPERATION LAM SON 719
Queng Tri Province

During the noxt six wesks the Strike Force Bgttalion conducted onerations o~
gainst enery forces in Quang Tri Province., On 26 February 1971 the Strike

Force Battalion combat assaulied into AD Green, located east of the city of
Quang Tri. Initiclly, the batialion conducted reconnaissance in force (RIF)
perations over the entire aves of operaztions. These RIF opergbicns were used
to provide an assessment of the areas and gain intelligence, Theve is no doubt
that the corbined operations of the 2d Battelion, 502& Infartry and RF/PF forces
of Quang Tri Provinecs, coupled with aggrassive artillory fire plamning, pushed

the encrmy south across the Quang Tri River.

Wanile Bravo and Ghariie Conpanies were conducting aggressive reconnaissance in
the jungle canony, the Reconnaiésance Platoon located elements of an NVA

Roéket Artillery Battalion in the Quang Tfi Rocket Bolt., Bravo Cempany was
izmediately lifted into tho Focket Belt and established Ruby IT as an outmost
while Cormp.ny C worked along the Guang Tri River in small reccnnaissznce “boats.
£3ditionol intelligence indicated a need for additiomal forces, Thereforw, the
Strike Foree wos deployed into the Hocket Belt. "is & result of the Rockeet Belt
opsxibions, no mpjor enemy attack ever developod agoinsh Quong Trl city, during

Opcration Lam Son 719Y, (Quote: 4G Tarpley, CG, 10Tst Abn Div, 13 Awril 1971.)

In the nmeantine, the Artillery "Tiger Plan® caused a nerber of the local sapper
force company to Chieu iloi. Information from the Chicu Hoi reveaied that. the

Headqu:rters of an eneny sapper unit was located betweern the Quong Tri River and




.

- %he Ta ¥reng River, Their mission was to provide intelligence on U.S./ARWN units

that could be uti_lized by their special combat elements. The battalion jumped
on this 1éad and got an extension of the already larie L0 and kicked off operatien

Bald Eagle, (The Strike Foree Battalion's £O now covered 605 square miles.)

I Y

Alpha and-Della companies were ingerted int> A0 Bald Bagle, Alpha company!s

civat two sirveraft into the 1Z received fire but the Ffire was quickly suppressed

by the escort gunships. On the third day of. the operation Delia company initiated

contact ﬁ'th an VA unit. &lpha aomnewy was bvou'rn'l, un Yo block the enemy's
withdrewl and reinforce $he action, while artillexy, ARL, emd flame were poured
into the contac’ﬁ_'poin’c. Lgein, the next day Delta company engaged the ensmy in
a bunker compleX, Ai‘ er close in Pfighting with LAW's end hand grenzdes, one HVA
soldier surrendered, Z--Iemwhile, ‘41pha comPay discovered voluablo doouments in
snother area of the enemy base camp, The POW and capiured documents provided
extensive inbellizence on the enemy wndlty its A0, gtrength, wealmess, and propo-
genda mi ssion. (The WVA POW had been in South Vietnen only 17 days.) DBased on
tha ¥0Wis info:tmaﬁion an extensive artillery fire _pla:o. was initiated against the

confirmed targets. Following three days of artillery fire o combined US/ARVN

reconnai ssonce intelligence raid was lawnched to wrap up the onexration.

o

Purine the last week of Harch the baw:‘bal:.oq 1eﬁmed throush reliable intelligence
sources, thfﬁ: en TVA wnit wes moving into Cem To DJ.S'LI‘]_C'[S ,ﬁv*zt'u.rl3 Strike Force
extendad t he AO and conducted another combined US/ARVE operciion morth and west
of Cam To, Charlie company assavlted and swept east wh:'f.le two RF companies came
under intense B-40 rocket and automatic small arns fire. __A,s thdrlie coﬁp«'my
accelerated their movement to the contact point, artillexry, ARA, and air strikes-
usging napalm were directed on the enemy, Charlie company got into the action and

routed the enemy using mmall waid fire aﬂ peneuver. (Cme NVA was corrying a

ietter which was post merked in Vinh Jinh, four days before the day he was killed.
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- Vinh Idinh is 35 miles, as a crow flies, across the 133 in Yorth Vietnam, )

Information from a FOW captured by Cherlie company caused the battalion to stay
overnight in the area and pursue the cperation further, The next day Charlie
ccmpany located the NVA Regiment!s base of operaticons whioh included heavily

Toxrtified bumkers, watch towers, weapons, and emmumition ond supnly caches,. This

cpzration proved to be of immediate imporftance Yo the Cam Io District forces.

wuring eaxly April the battelion received indicetions of an enemy buill up and
e:xtm_:‘s:‘-.*.e movenent in the area north and east of Firebase Ann, In reaction o
this, 4lpha company, three reconnaissance tesms, and a smiper team were inserted
into the area, The workings of these units provided much intelliszence on the
enemy movements in the area, Af%er o reconnaissance team had made contact and
developed the éituation it was learned that one of the enemy KIA was a company
commander of an enemy 6-_oerating in Trieu Phong District, Quang Tri Province,

Mem; documents were gatvhered and ieported., Notification vas made to the Quang Tri

Province Advisers and the results of this intelligence had far reachinz effects
L) {=)

on the VG/NVA units in the area.

It must be recogmized that ARVY bore the heavy fighting across the border in

Jaosg,

fion, and the 1st ARVE Division supnorted by air from the 101st Afrborne Division,

Cerbainly, the hard batiles of the ARVY Rangers, the ARVE Airborne DLvi-

consributed in a major way to the success of Lom Son 719, ILam Son has added to

their confidence and experience and materially aided Vietnami zation.

.

¥evertheless, it wes the Strike Force soldier who - accomplished the 2-5024 Int




nission., Valucble intelligence copuld not have beon gathered without the de-

tailed, patient and careful scouring of the jungle by the Infantrysen of the

2/5024,

Term Sen 710 sanidly drew o an end in early fApril os Mei Ioc was used as a re-

awployment point. Thousands of pieses of equipment and men were moved into the

cyon as operabions in the west were closed out. The Bn CO became the Regional
£+ .

Surmander and had the awesone task of tactically situating and protecting all

Srose men and moteriel. The alrstrip at Med Loc obbtained the appearance of a

zajor supply. derot, for ol imes there wore o hundréd or -more.mirveraft of all

types in the area.

‘However, to insure noteworthy completion of our part in Lam Son 719, RON Tean

2 detanated two claymore nines when they detected movement oufside their perim-
eter., This cormand detonated smbush ne‘t‘oéd 3 NVA Kii's, 1 AI;—ZJ?, 1-9mn pare-
bellun pistol, numerous documents, and a couple of de.yé at Bagle Beach for

Teann 2, Go A, not to be outclassed, discovered a cache site on April 7 that
contained 30 individual wespons, (SKS's, Mausers, and rifles) and 4 erew served

weapons (BAR's).

The following day the batialion started its move back to Camp Eagle for g tand-
dovn. On the 9th of April the entire battalion was relocated .t Canp Eagile for

8 nine day refresher standdown.

Standdown tirne proved to be a great booster of mornle for the "men in the bush",

Ths battalion had gone 100 dayé without a sfanddown and the relaxation was

sorsly needed as well as much deserved,




Emphasis in training wes pub on tmetics and skills that would be used in the
upconing opergtion., iigh speed extrzction techniques, field SOP, Médevae,
Comsec, cnploynent of ARA, Arty, and Alr Strikes, and safely classes were pro-
sented to the pen in the batvalion. S5till there was tinme alloted for athletics,
Commcadests Wine, adninistrative time, and general free time; Entertainment
vias readily available as movies were shown every night and sone of Vietnanm's

Lest floor chows were presented to the batialion,

During the standdown the battalign was honored by a visit frem the Division
Comrnander, Mapjor General Tarpley, At a ceremony on the Strike Force Parade
Grounds, the 24 Bn, 5024 Inf, "STRIKE FORCE", received the Presidentinl Unit
Citatien for actions in an operation during August 1970 in the vieinity of ' -

"Coueback Ridge" and FB Barnett.

O~ April 17 the Batiolion returned to the fieid. This time the TOC located at
IB Jack. Most of the remaining time in April wes spent getting ready for OpaIa~

ticn Imm Son 720, and the return intc the "Big Valley",




OFERATION LiM SON 720

T Thisn Province

Tn eardy April it becane obvious that the NVA was making extensive use of the
.f|

. Shan Talley S0 move troops. equipment and supplies. The 1st Brigade was

sraigned the ovorall micsion of dismpting the enemyds logistic systen and

myeding his vse of the A Shou Vplley Area,, The Brigade Comzander eclocted to
emplay o »ile ralid bacties with repid cperztions of a short durdtion, For
#ive days the companies partolled the area around FB Jack and tock turns re-
fining rapelling techniques at FB Jack., On 22 Aprdl, Alpho Company took the
initintive with a night combat patrol north of 4 ILeui firfield aﬁd south of the
Razorfack. Feho Gompany followed with a reconnaissance assault and mortar
»aid on Eagle Nost where they established a patrel base for Alpha's rai& on
tho Valley floor, These operations were conducted proxe531onally and refilectdd

tae extensive training conducted in the stoging area. The result that the

company created was the illu81on thnt the entire Strike Force was enployed

.lc

in the A Shau Valley, thus delaying and restricting the enemy's use of the
area. Biovo compiny was directed to assist the 17th Cav in en nireraft rescue
mission in the southern portion of the A Shau Valley. In typiesl Strike Force
fashicen, Bravo Company, minus cne pyatcon,-with one platoon of Charlie Company
atbached combat assauvlted into the vAlley late one evening an? moved to secure
the high ground. The next moriing they attacked south against heavy resistance
and secured the-éownéd helicopters, Gomﬁﬁny B and company G, 2d platoon then
returned to.FB Jack, Due to unflyable weather over the planned area of opera-

iion, the battalion spent four dayé at ¥B Jack receiving ndditional training.

11
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On the 30th of April, the woather cleared allowing o small element of the
battalion to be inserted on Co Punz Mountain. One thousand fifteen neters
in height, Co Pung cormands the eagtern aprroach to the upper A Shrua Valley.
To enjoy any success in the upper valley Co Pung had to be held, It was to
be a st ﬁrigade stpport base for future raids in and around Tirer Mountain,
Strile Foree was called upon to seize and hold Go Fung Mountain, Following
B~52 strikes; fighter bomber attocks, ond extensive artillery fire, the bat-
talilcn landed on Co Pung Tighting bad weathsr and & deternined eneny, On
the initial sortie onto the mountain two of the 1if ships croshed cn the 12
resulting in five Strike Force Troopers.KIA and 10 WIA. Recon and Biavo_
quickly seized the high ground and the engineers expanded the LZ's, Belta
and Charlie conpanies tuck the southern and emsbern sides respectively, On ' . i
2 May tho eneny in the surrounding aress launched the first of many nortar
attocks agninst Co Pung, On 5 May the Comm.nd and dontrol aircraft for the
battalion spotted thirty NVA anproximately 1000 meters from Co Pung and engaged
then with‘gunships with unknown resulis. Because fhe batiolion wos the first
allied force to assault that arcs on the fringe of the A Shou Valley, an
enormous emount of enemy activity wns discovered and an erdlezs colleetion of
intelligence data was colicected. During a nine day stay on Co Pong 1he bate-
talion received eleven 60/Simm wmortar atitacks and seven 57/75mn recailess

rifle attacks without cne single injury %o a Strike Force soldier, This was

r——

credited to effective counter mortar progrerwing using air, artillery, and

mortars; radio discipline (the eneny was never told where his rounds were

TR s AN

impacting); sound combat patrolling (both day and nipht) and oubstanding
soldiering by individuals wad fighting units. Some 101st troopers made the i

wltimate sacrifice on Co Pung and scme Strike Fores troops suffored injuries,

12




Mést Strike Force troopers will romeiber Co Pung fér the hordshins created by
wnusually bad weather and the numoréus encuy attacks buf the capture of Co
Pung opened the gate for the 1st ARVN Division in the upper A Shaun Valley,
Major General Tarpley, Cormanding Gencral, 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile),
told nany troopers on the doy ef the tadtallon® return from Ce Pung that the
Strike Force trOOpers.were the first Americans to set foot on the mountain,

On the 8th of Moy on ARVN unit located at Co Pung ond the Sirike Force bat-
talion were extracted back to FB Jock (vic YD 4928) to prepare for inéértion

on the following day into the area west of OP Checlmate and north of FB Veghel.

The return to OP Checkinte and.the surrounding AQ on 9 Moy lasted only ten

days. During the periocd 9-18 Mny the battalion patrolled the area surrounding

. FB Veghel., On 17 Moy one iteam of the Recon plertosn nir assaulibed into FB

Shock (Vie 5105). Also on that day, 3rd platoon, C company obsefved and en-
gaged Lthree NVA's, The'following‘day A Compnny discovered an old bunker o
plex and approxirately 300 pounds of printing type. On the 18th, Delta and
Eoho {-) combat assaulted iﬁto an area in the vieinity of FB Veghel. D Coupamny
moved onvo and secured FB Véghel_while the remoining clenents of the battaliom
conducted "Search and Clear! missicns three to five kilometers south of FB
Veghél. Prior to our battalion's agegault into this 40, o wait of.Vietnameso
Marines had been operating in this areq and had numerouslenemy coninets.

From the sum of intellignece collected, it was concluded that the NVA had

o najor bose of operations located enst of the Song Bo river. The battalion's:
mission was to move into the avea forcing this base west of the Song Bo,

at which time B-52 strikes, FAC airstrikes, and artillery would be dropped

on their suspected location., While the 3rd ARVN Regimont wms heavily enpagod

i3




with the 6th NVL Reginent west of the éong Bo River and south of route 547,

the “Alﬁays First" Brignde noved to secure their eastorn flarnk, Echo conpany,
2-502d Infantry secured Dong 4 Vo vcunt:in while Alphe and Brave atizcked scuth
with extensive fire support. Chorlie joined in the finul assavlt on Hill 608.

This operation turned cut to be a true infeniry ground atiack.

The combalt assaults of the Vietnusese Mrrines and elenenis of the 1st ARUN
Division into the known location of the 6th MNVA Regiment around FB Vehgel was
heartening to the Strike Force troopers. While the battalion of the 1st Brigade,
10tst alzborne Division were deployed along a line north and sast of FB Vehgel,
the south Vietnonese Marines ond Aroy units struck deep into 6th NVA territory.
This Operatioh vividly.demonstated the combat effectivencss of cur Vietnamese -
counterparts., Tuis wes the first tine tha£ American units had been passed by
Vietnanese units iﬁ pursuit of the eneny. The c&mbined.oPeration with the 3rd
ARVN Regivont at FB Veghel was a nerfect oxample of this, While the bottalion
was securing their artillery :nd headquirters at FB Veghel, the 3d ARVN Regi-~

nent sttacked the 6th NVA Regimont at Dong A Tey Mountain.

Heving conpleted the operation south of FB Veghel (vie 5503), componies
A, C, D, and E (~) CAd into the AD north of FB Veghicl. while compaﬁ“ B continued

to secure firebases,

+On 6 June the battalion CA'd into the AD north of FB Bastogne (vic YD 6209),

companies moving onte OP Lion {Co A}, OP Viper (Co B), FB Bastogne (Co C),
OP King (Co E), and Co D sccuring route 547. The mission was to interdict
any enemy‘activity such as feod agents or tax ccllectors traveling back and
forth from Hue to the Song Bo river area., Companies 4 2nd B, closed OP's

Licn and Viper and noved off them to partol the A0,
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The A0 tho battzlion w:s assigned to partol wis one of considerable eneiy

activity. Though the 1/327th Infintry .nd the ARVN had pafrolled this area

for the past 2 years, the battelion found immmersble eneuy bunker conslexes,
high spoed troils and sleeping positions. The Strike Force Battalion t00£
chafge and on 21 June the sniper plutoon spotted and engaged 5 NVA, wounding one
and cepturing hin a short tine later., This POW wes a food carrier/ngent for

the NVA and wos carrying rice and supplies out to the area NW of FB Bastogne
where he was to link up with en NVA Sapper unit., The POW related that becnﬁse
o increased presence (2-5024 Inf) in the area the enemy units were critically
short of food., The following day the Sniper Pl.toon found several sets of fresh

footprints and o satchel chirge.

During the month all the units were able to get two deys at Eagle Beach for a
short RER period., However, Compeny E spen’ more time there then neost beowuss
of their outstanding verformsnce, To add to the Snipers capture of 21 June,
Recon Toam 1, on 25 June, observed, engsged, nnd killed 1 NVA. Sgt Rathert
vas leading the patrol when he spotted the NVA walking toward hin on the sane
wrail. Reacting instantly, Sgt Rithert killed this NVA and bepon to toke nec.86-
vary precautions for other NVA being in the-some area., However, there were no
others, One AK-47 and some documents were captured.' On 24 June, 3rd Platoon.
Compauy A conducted a cumbined operation with Regional Foree conpanies fron
Nany Hoa District., Several days-later, on 25 June, the battalion moved to FB
Tennessee (vic IO 5596) to conduct operationg in thét aren, Conpany B and a
foruard TCC were located on FB Tennessee. On 29 June the other corpanies of

Strike Force CA'd into the aren surrounding FB Tennesses. TFrom the cnset of
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"FB Tenncssee area becone wairy whon a pproaching suspected enery locations. On

this oneration there were numercus signs of enem activity. Company D found
fresh foctprints, bunkers, and a tunnel. Company C found some bemboo hootches;
Company 4 Giscovered very fresh foobtprints of 1 NVA end tr cks of one doe.

These operations were not without price, On 17 June, the Flatoon leader, point

man, anG Kit Carson Scout of 2d latcon, Conpany 4 were wounded when a booby

trap detonited. The next dey the platoen observed and sizazad an velmown sige

‘eneny force resulting in one Strike Force trooper WIA. Later that day, one

EPG round fron ar. wnimom o0 enery force killed one Sirike Force urooper

and wounded another,

July saw thé Strike Force Bittolion 8%ill in ODerﬂtion Lem Son 720, ‘The mls—

sion of the batic llcn w:g te fix the “os¢tlon of the K;Z NVA Bettolion, be- T 2
Leved to be opora tlng near FB Tenncssee hnd to 1nterdlct eneny traffic. At

all tices, the basic nission of the battalion wis to deny- the enery food, frew-

doi of novencnt and-flexibility of operations, This wne aceonplished by canu.

duoting preplanned =ir strikes and urtillery fires.

On 2 Julyy the point elenent of A Conpeny detonzted a booby tr ap resulting in

ne Strike Force Trooper KIA and three others WIA. Tersonnel operating in the:

one ceeasicn, elenents of D Company received two rounds of inconing rmortar

near thour location without suffering any casusliioc. Sweep onolilions contiraned
in the A0 and menmbers of the batizlion found numercus troile, hubs, and bunker-s,
The Qperation on and around FB Tennessee revealed tﬁere was substantial enepy
acﬁivity in that area. Increased air strikes, flanme dropé, and artillery

fires were placed on the suspected eneny locations. In nid-nonth, the bat-

talions noved off FB Temnessee and established FB Spear. Tﬁis move “wus to -
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provide support for operations in that area and to provide seroening ele-
nents for tho scutaern area of operations. During this pexiod, the bat-
talion TOC was located at FB Normandy, with the unit continumding its opera-
tions in the AOQ without any significant contact with the eneny, .The Strike
Force Battalion contiﬁued its successful interdiction of enery infiltration
routes and denied the eneny its basic needs, The end of July brought to a
close Operation Lam Son 720 and ushered in the renewal Sf Operation Jefferson

Glen,




OPERATION JEF-URSON GLER
Thua Thien Frovince
The miseion of the battalion during the early part of August was to provide se-
curity foxr FB Normandy, to provide security along the southern fiank of the st |
Brigade area of operations, and to patrol the Carp Eagle Rocket Belt, These
pissions prevented the enemy fron disrupting local elections that were taking

place during the month of August.

Taring the first week of August, the Recon =nd Sniper platoons were operating in
the Camp FEagle Rocket Belt. 'brring that oper:tion, they were credited with one
NVA KTA and one NVA WIA, In the third week of ~Uguet the battalion changed AO!s
ard was given a new mission, The mission was to provide security for FB Birming-
hew,/Carp Bulldog, to patrol the Hus City Rocket Belt, to provide security of

roube 547 end to conduct compiny refresher troining at Camp Bulldog. The NStrike
Force'! accomplished all its assigned missions and a varied muber of tasks-wiuh a
high degree of efficiency. Eneny contacts were few ﬁith-é iinited anount of troil

activity indicsting "Charlie" was still in the area thouzh not 'in larre nun'bers.
g g g

During the first two weeks of Septenmber the battalion continued to provide secur-
ity for FB Birpmingham, provide security in the northern portion of the 1st Bri-
geds area of operations, provide security for route 547 and to conduch CoLpvany

refrasher training at Camp Bulldog.

In early Septenber, intelligence reports indicated & large buildun of enermy * troops

west of the FB Veghel arca. The 1st Brignde conceived a deception plan in  which

one company each from 2-502d Inf, 1-327th Inf, and 2-327th Inf would be conlbat

assaulted in three separate locrtions, The combat assaults each had 2alse - -
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“artillery preps ana false insertions giving the impression of larger forces

being insorted, Adr strikes by USAF F4 Phantons preceded edch of the combat
aszaulis,

On 2 Seplember, D Compiiny and a mort r section from E Conpany were combat ag-
saulted into the area west of FB Tennessee and searched the orea hi% by air
strikes and artillery,preps, Within 300 meters of the LZ, the conpany diécovered
eneny bunkers sufficient to quarter a battalion size force., The company also
dotatod the oddr of dead bodies though none were found. Iote that afternoon,

e company wns extracted simulating a reinforcement by another CoNpany.

Gonnaerently, with the false and actual combgt assualts, a teem consisting of 3
RT5's led by CPT Cassidy, the Strike Force intelligence officer, btgan a planned
m2etion of radic traffic normelly hesrd from 3 compunies ccnducting recon-
naissance in force operations., This special team éimulatgd traffic for a total

of s8ix days to portray movement of the battalion townrd FB Rendezvous located

in the A Shou Valley, The deception operation was considered o large success.

nitial G-2 reports indicated two NVA battalions had-withdrewn fron the area west

of Temnessee to their traditional sanctunries in the northern A Shau Vallcy,

Trzing the last two weeks Ef the month, the mission of ths battalion w-s o se-
cure and inprove FRB Baééogna, OP Checknite ond FB Kim Quy, provide security for
Foute 547, and provide security in he western portion of the 1st Brigade area
of operations. The battnlion TOC was located at FB Bastogne during this period,
-Ona ccapany was used to provide security of FB Bastogne while the remaining

corpanies conducted reconrinissence in force operations in the surrounding orea,

The indications of the enemy's presence appeared throughout the A0, but the
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enery avolded contact ind remained hidden, -The battalion wes cxtremly success.
fui. in preventing the enemy foom infiltreting into the lowlinds to disrupt the

national elections and cormit gcts of terrorism,

On the 27~24 September, elements of 2-327th Inf received attacks"by fire on their
battalion command post located on OP Apollo, On 24 September, B Company 2-502d
Inf was placed OPCON to 2-327th Inf and combat assauited on the ridgeline of
hilis 530~600, a predominant hill mess dominating the southwest portion of the
2-IZn InT 40,7 TImmediztely, elements of the comprny cane under small arms fire
frrn e tnknown size ensmy fores, From 25-30 September, B Company initiated 4wo.
eetanss with the enemy while tge eneny initiated the same, On 30 September,

B “eumany engaged whal cppeared to be a platpon'size'or larger snémy'force loca-
ted tn o lirge bﬁnke; corplex. 4n intense firefight-ensued with ARA, artillery,
gouiiins and plr strikes controlled and employed by 1LT Ankley, the B Company
cortw.nder. The result of the contact between B compény and an esbimated com-
panr size force was 26 NVA killed 7% NVA wounded and three larze bunker cone
ploxes déstroyed; one capable of holding an 80 man force., B Corpany cuffered

oniy 2 wounded from booby traps in the entire operation.
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OPERATION MONSOON DYNAMIC DEFENSE

Thua Thien Province

. The battallon ended Operation Jefferson Glen and began the 1st Brigade Moonson

plan on ¢ October. The change in operation orders was simultancous with the

change in AO's for the 2-502d4 Inf. The Strike Force Battalion had the mission
of securing the southern portion of the 1st Brigade 40, preventing eneny infil-
tration to the lowlands through our 10 and disxupting enemy attempts to attack

b

Cam> Bagle by fire and mainteining 0P Apollo, Though the construction of the
hill defenses had been initiated In July by Strike Forée Troopers, there was an
encrmous cmount of work yot to be deme. The battalion returned to Camp Eagle

for < week of refitting and training 14-21 October,

{m 20 Ccotchber vhile ponducting e suzop operation cutside the perimeter of Camp
Tizgle, £ Company mmde contact with three VO which resulted in three VG KIA and
he repture of three AK-47 automatic rifles,.SOlbs of rice, one stove, & bag
of dreuments and a diery. On 21 October, the battzlion again assumed responsi-
Vility of OP Apollo and its surrounding area.
The weatier conditions begen to worsen the day the bettalion assume@ the 40,
-Eyphson Hester siruck the A0 on 24 October and by 25 October the winds had reached
27 n.p. ke Novertheless, the compnies in the field patrolled their areas very
uggressﬁv=ly as exemplified by Qhailéﬁ Gompuny. On 25 October, o patrol from
4 Cc;pany, wiile moving in to check three greass huts,'observed and engaged one
N7, Shres other KVA fled from one of the huts aﬁd were engaged by the patrol
wiiz weculted in &a unknown number of caéualties. The cbmpeny followed the

biccd *rails in an attermpt to loente the enemy but had to give up the chase be-

' - cause of heovy »ain ~ and wind from Tybhocn Hester. The following day the
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2d Platf_aon of Chariie Conpuny reeleived fire }‘fcwm en unknown size eneny foree
reswlbing in negrtive easualties. On 28 October, 1st Platoon of A Company obe
sexvol cnd cngoged 6 NVA soldiers who epprrently were searching for food in
an oid U2 §TP. The same day during the evening, ﬁecon teams T and 3 cbserved

and directed artillery on a ssmpan from which lights were blinking believed to

be signaling to enemy elements in the lowlands, No trace of the ganpzn was

frumd the next mordidgs: On 30 October, Recon Team-2 received sniper fire within

u“e -

cur wllezeier of QP 2pollo. On 31 October, Recon Teams 1 and 3 received a suse

Het
U]
:
E4 1
{1
)
-
e
'
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voited from an unknown size enemy force resulting in the tean's nedic
PriRiving o slight fregmentoticn wﬂund The battalion eontinued to discover
@ 13ERU0Y NURERreus graes huts, bunkers, end booby traps throughout the month,
Coaetant surveillance of enemy high speed trails prevented the enemy from ine

S.

Lo the Jewlands to acquire their btasic: needs. The meny bunkers

couplexes des crcz,ecz by "Strike Force™ personnol denied the enemy
thelr muel needed sheiter for the monsoon sesson. The "Sirike Force", by ag~
greasive ond conitinuous patrolling, was successful in denying the enemy the

Tine regquired to emplay their rcckets azaingt the cities of Hue and Phu Bel

and Summ Fagle,
Hal tie nouth of November, the batialion conbim Jed 'to provide security and

previrat InTiitmitién into the scuthern portlon of the 1st Brigade AO. Enemy

eetivivy venained on a1 low level with cnly four con’:.‘-c:us', two enemy initinted

4. » 1= 2 A
ENC Gwd Triem LN, lnl'-'.r.atedc

On 5 Movember, the Reconnaissance Plutcon observed ard engagsd with unkown re-
sulva. one NWA walking along a trail on the ridgeline of Eill 500, On 11 Nov

the Uormand and Control helicopter received small nyms fire from an unkown size

.
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eneny force. On 20 Roverber, 2d Flgtoon, B Compiny engoged with autoratic and
szall cris fire an wnknown size eneny force. The platoon lcader utilized close
in ombush treining and directed his platoen to assault the embush. The platoon
leader utiﬂjasd clese-in aithuek tr-incng =nd directé& ais platoon to assault

the ambush, The platoon quickly geined fire superiority snd roubed the eneny.

- ARA and Artillery were employed on the suspected cnemy location wigh waknown

results. The last contaet of November occured on the 28th in which the 24 Plt,
Co A observed and engaged with unknown results, f NVA soldier moving along a
ridgeline sast of hill 500. In addition to the contacts, Strike Force per-
sonnel ecntinued to observe and nonitor mumerous indicaticns of eneny presence

in the battolion A0 such ns freshly rede footprints on treils and streambeds,

bunker complexes, lights shining ot night, ohd numerous scnsor activaticns.

One highlight of the nonth wzs the forration of & security honcr guard for OP
pollo, Strike Force troopers with 2 puniraun of six months in the field were

allowed to volunteer for the priviledze of serving in the Honor Geerd Flatoon,
]

bn 19 Noverber, OP 4pollc was defended compietely'by the Ionor Guard, This
event enabled LTC Snodgrass to employ all frontline corpmnies in the field

Qithout the necessity of ervloying one as security for OP &pollo. This action

provided an additional threa® to the snemy!s novenent and infiltration through

' Sﬁrike Fcrpe's A0,

On 1 Deceiber, the Battzlicn Cczmander, LIC Jokn C. Snodgrass recsived officisl
notification that the 1st Brigade less the 2-327th Infantry was geing to stand-
down, The battalion's standdowm period was to begin on 28 Decenber and end on

17 Jenuary., The battclion was to be reduced to an ecuipnent escort detachnent
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of up to 20% of cuthorized strength to be deployed with equipment to Fort
Campbell, for retention in $he active army. The outstehding combat record of

the "Strike Force" was to end with the passing of the year,

Even with the standown of the batialion so close,; Strike Force personnel
continued their scerch for the elusive enemy in the battelion's 40. On 5
December, .‘2d Pla-toon, & Coupany observed and engeged with wnlmown results one
NVA soldier neer Hill 500, Two days later on the night of the Tth, 2 mech-
anicel ambush set by 2d Platoon,' 4 Company detonated, killing one ¥VA soldier.
Bquipnent found on or nesr tie body was one AK-47 rifle in poor condition,

two AK-47 magazmines, one satchel/back pack, one“.hand nade Bowie type knife

with sheath, one Chicom compas end Chicom webb gear,

During the same period, a tragic CH-47 erash claimed J4 101st fdrborne Division
Troopers, D Company, 2-502d4 Inf wes placed under Brigoade control #nd was
givén the JIL ésic;n of sec;v;ring the crash siAJce loceted necr ¥3 Ro:f.". The company
also had.the:. task of recovering the bodies of the dead troopers: Earoute

to the crash site one Strike Force trooper detonated en old VO booby trap end
was wounded. Upon arrival st the erash site, 2 Comp:my accomplished their

mission with efficiency and great d&ignity,

The last contact between Strike Force troopers and the enemy occured on 17
December when lst Platoon, Company & observed and engaged one NVA with unknown

results in the Valley south of Nui ¥he,

- The battelion continued recormnzissance in force operatiens with all four
lettered compamics and the Recon Platoon up to the 26th, the last day of opera-

tions in the ficld for Strike Torce,
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Thus, tie day after Christons, the Strike Force Battnlion airlifted out of

the OP fApollo Area of Cper:ticas and bes:in standdown omersiion in repara-
i 15 o £

L

tion for its first trip to the Mnite

25

tates since 8 July, 1945,




SUTARY

In 1971, the Strike Force Rayiulicn concluded its combat role in the Republic
of.Vietnam and prepered itself for the redeployment to Fort Gampﬁell, Xentucky.
Throughout the year, the Strike Force troopers feced in battle & veriety of
gsoldiers verying from The local guerrilla to the well trained HVA, Tactics
and methods of operciions constantly changed, according to the enemy situation,
Under the able lecderskip of ITC Charxles J, SHAY, LTé Tloyd ¥, COSBY and

LTC Joln C. SHODERASS; the Strike Force Battelion met the challenge with pro-
fessionalism regardless of difficult mountain terrain, heavily comopied hills, .
adverse weather conditions, and the skillful and elusive enemy, Over 46

enemy soldiers were ldlled, 23 confirmed enemy wounded, 2 capiured, and over
85 individual and crew served weapons were capturcd. The Strike Toree also

destroyed muserous cnemy base installations and tmker comploxes,

The statistics amassed by the battalion stand as overt testimony to the pro-

Tessionalisy and combot effectiveness of the officers ~nd men who served with

distinetion in the STRIKE FORCT Battalion during 1971.
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FASS IN REVIEW

DATTALION CCMMANDERS

LTC SHAY, Chorles J.. 6 M=y 1970 —~ 24 Jan 71

LTC COSBY, Lloyd N. 25 Jan 1971 - 4 Aug 71

LTC SNODGRASS, Joln C. 5 Aug 1971 - present

CORPANY COMMANDERS

CFT RUDDY, Merton E, 2 Tiev 70
CPT RETZLAFF, Aloysius 7 Jul 71
GO A _

CFT OAKLAND, Gerald D. - 30 Sep 70 -
CFT DIX, Drew D. 23 Axr 71
0B

CFT CLUETT, John X Jr. 6 Oct 70
OPT ANKLEY, Willien 7 Jul 71
€0 :

11T BRIDGES, Hubert Jr. 24 Dec T0
CPT ALLEN, Bddie 4 Max 71
CPT ELLIOT, Willien "25 Aug 71
68 D :

CPT MORAIS, Biward L, ' 27 Dec 70
CFT D'ORLANDO, Lecnard 28 Sep 71
1L FETZRSON, Fredolph _ 24 May 71
CPT PHILLIPS, Robert J. _ ) 18 Jul ZZ#
0 E . _

CPT CATLIN, Jares A. 14 Oct 70
CPT FORRESTER, Rebexrt 18 Mar 71
CPT PUMFELLY, Moward ‘ _ R7 May 7
CPT MANICCIA, Bruno - ' 17 Sex 71
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EXFCUTIVE OF#ICERS

‘MAJ JORDAN, Herbert 4. Jr.

MAJ ESWORTEY, Bert
MAJ REID, Tilden R,

SATTALION S-.3

MAJ SYIDERT, CGunter P.

¥AJ ESYORTSY, Beru
GPT UTTER, George B,

-1

rm raan

11T HEEATON, Ched G.

CPFT RETZLAFF, Aloysius

C-T CLUBTY, John H,
CPT FIELPS, Gury 4.

C*T RETZLAFF, Aloysius P,
C*T CROWLEY, Kenueth V,
1LT FETERSON, Fredolph V.
CrT CASSIDYI, Richzrd P.

CPT PEA20DY, Frank
CPT HUGUS, Darid K.
CrT KNOLL, Jcffery A4,

FREOM

1 Dec 770
6 Jon 71
9 Jun 71

30 Nov 7~ 70

Jun 71
Dec 71

O \O

1 Jan 71
15 Mxr 71
5 Jul 7
1 Dec 71

2. Feb 71
15 Mzr 71
25 Jul 71
12 Loz 71

1 Jan 71
6 Aor 7
17 Jul 71
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LAV
Bn -

Ci -

Canopy

Go -~
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P2 -

Recon Flaitoon-

RIP-
TOG-
WIA-
VNHA
VG -
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GLOSS ALY

Arez of Operation

~herizl Rocket irtillery

iy of the Republic of Vietnan
Battalion

Combat Assault

Heavily wooded area

Goﬁpany

Cornind Fost

Fire Supppr£ Base

Killed by ﬁir or Artilliery
¥1lled by Hostile Action |
Killed by Non-Festile Aetion
Killed in Action

Helicopter Landing Zone
Night Defensive Positiop
North Vietnomese Arny
Prisoner of Wax

Ezlicopter Rick-up Zone
Recomncissance Platoon
Reconnaissance in Force
Tactic2l Oper-tions Center
Wounced in Acticon

Wounded b& NenJostile Action

Viet Cong
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