1st Battalion (AMBL), 502nd Infantry
1972 History
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On 4 Februery 1972, orders were cut directing that the 1/5024 Airmobile Infantry,
cemmanded by LTC John G, Pappageorge, relocate frem RVN to Ft Gampbsll, Ky, The 1/502
would not, hewever, dspley as a unit: inatead only ene officer, one warrant efficer,
and ten enlisted men would bring the 1/502d colers back to Ft Gampbell, The reat of
the "First Strike" troepers would either be Eeassignad in country, or receives Pgs
erders (on an individual baais) te varisus Stateside unite, The color bearing de-
tachment was headed by Captain ngoa M, Davis, former S5 of the battalien, and departed
Da Nang, RVN, on 9 February 1972, Captain Davis snd his mn reported in te Ft Camp-
bell en 10 February,

_ Sinee only twelve "original® members of the 1/5024 returned to Ft Campbell frem
RVH,.thc spring and swwmer months mre devoted te phtting the "0 Denece® back on ita
fest. Officers and men came in slowly during these mentha, and it was not wncommen
te see a company's total strenkth as ten treeps, The peraomnel who were assigned,
howsver, had a mowntadin of wark to de, The Unit of Cheice Program was emphasiged te
the maximum extent pessible, Selected 1/502d trwepers ware sent in o1l directiona
with the missien of gotting the word out about the First Strike Battalien and the
101st Airberne Division, Assigned te various regions througheut the United States, .
they apcke te busainessmen of all trades, along with high scheel and college students,
The sffectiveness of their offorta are reflected in the fact that today, wall ever 90%
of the 1/502d treepers are velwnteers, and this figwre incrsases with avery passing

meijtha

Operation Homwceming alse rsceived = go#d gmount of esmphasis within the unit,
Cencelved to officially welcome the 101st Airberns Division back te Ft Campbell,
digplays réflecting the histery and traditiens of the 1/5028 were sat up, and the
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unit participated in the Pass-In-Review cersmenies in behalf of Vice President Agnew,

the Guest of Henor.

Numerous other cemnittments kept the small element of 1/5024 t‘:roepers busy,
TOSR equipment had te be ordered, and as more and more personnel were assigned,
the battalien was requirsd to move several times in search of mors spacious quar-
ters and offices. As spring faded into summer, the 1/5024 began to mske preparations
for the first comploment of Advanced Individusl Treining (AIT) studenteit Mnew it
would receiva in the latter psrt of September, Primary and assistant instructers
went threugh specisl training ef thelr ewn, and then utilized the:t..r tea_whing akills
shesd of time by sssisting the 1/506th Infantry in their AIT schaeling, Despite its
small sssigned strength, the 1/502d alse sent a centingent of mm te the United Statew

Military Academy at West Peint te help supmort USMA's summer training program,

On 25 September the firgt kroup of AIT students—all asaigned te Alpha Company——
commenced their AIT training. Brave Cempany began its first_AIT cyclas on 9 October,
with Chsrlie Company fellowing on the 23rd of the same menth, Altegsther, 3!.2.new
troops wers received, the firdt tangible rasults of the Unit of Choigce Program, The
AIT training pregram included such areas as weapens inatructien, field sanitaticn,
intelligence, CBR, first ald and. land navigation. In additlen, the 4th AIT cycie
gradusted en 16 March with 50 mere"First Strike"trespers ready te regeive thelr new

MSs.

In smmary, 1972 was a bullding year for the battalien. Geing frem an ipitial
forcs of twslve persemnel te a strangth of cver sefen hundred, the 1/502d=~under the
command of LTC Clarence A. Patnede,Jr,~-loeks forward to attaining a full readiness

astatus by mdd-year 1973.
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