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FCREWCRD

The purpose of this history iz to srecent £ coneiese writtern nerro-
tive of the cojer cctivitias end sccommlishaents of the 24 Settelion
(Adirborme), 502¢ Inlantry curing the yerr 1566, Included herein are ce-
curcte rceounts of the conb t operetions conductod by the Jottrlion,
with cetailed stcounts of the mejor brttles in which the Battzlion wes
enr7goc.

&1l fipurss given for enorr losses wore conlirmed by actual body

eount in the res f combt, No Yestimated" cnery losses cre piven,




DENICATION

This History of the 2d Jlattalion (iirborne), 502d Infantry is ded-

icated to tli: followiny m mbars of the "STRI .. FORCI" who ave their

lives in cafens. of frzecom in the Aepublic of Vietnam.
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ORCANTZATION

The 24 Mattelion (Adrborne), 5024 Infantry is one of the threc ma-~
neuver Infentry bettalions of the lst Srigade, 10lst Adrborne Division.
The STRIZ FORQ: was ceployed in the Republic of Vietnam as part of the
1st Brigade Tas': Force in Julyy 1965, and since that time has conducted
com.at opsrctiona e ainst the Commnist Viet Cong and lorth Vietnamese
Army Forces in Souty Vietnam.

On 15 May, 196¢ the 2/502 was redpzanized under Department of the
frmy MOD 7-35 F. ‘eadouorters and Headwerters Compeny was orgoniscd
under 770 7=36 ¥, and the rifle companies ("A", "5", and ngn) under TOE
7-37 F. This Sasic orzanizatidn wes utilizcd, with some mocifications
for tridning and combet.

Since jwa{o opevctions ofier 1ittle opportenity for the use of
heavy mortars or anti-tanic wespcds dus to limitsd ghservation, the close~
in natur- of tha fishting, and lask of mobilily o %eoe units in cense
junmle terroin, same units Jasigm € to provide such spport in ¢ con=-
yentionsl enviromment wers convert € to lisht Infontry (gneuver elaments.

Br one mch mocification, Headmorters Compay 1s provicded a rein-
roreed rifle mencuver alamont (60-65 men) callud the "Recongo Force”,
orzanized loosely into two sections. ‘embers of thes lecondo Vorce are
chisfly voluntesps snd ar Coawn frow @ll scctions of Hzadquart e Com~
pany, thoush thn personnel 4o zan the pnit are o thorized for the Anti-
tenle and Reconnsisa-nce Platoons. The Recondo Forc: provided added rifle



strenzth for the Battalion durinz jungle operations, ané wes also availe
able for special missions,

Similarly, the "Jeapons Platoon" of the rifls ¢ ompanies was prin-
cipslly uscd as a fourth rifls platoon, and was providéd two maciine
uns throv /h specizl a thorization. For indirect fire support, two S0mm
mortars were zveilsble 4n each company end were utilizec as terrcin and
teotical considerctions dictated.

Drine Sin rues 1066 the ST PORCE comtimelly sovght to toiler
its orjemization cn’ wioponry, #né cdevelos ite teetics to bett r meet
the speeizl e'ill-a2 of junds and counterguerrills warfare.




FHANG RANG

The beginning of 1966 found the STRIKE FORCE, commended by L$. Col.
Henry E. (Gunfighter) Emerson in the bsse caomp of the 101lst Airtorne's
lst Bripade at Phen Rang, Republic ef Vietnam. Having completed five
months of combat speretions since deployment in Vietnam, the 3attclien
spent the first two weeks of 1966 improving living arees, troininp in
small unit tactics, and potroling i{ts assirned srec to provide security

for the bsse camp and neerby USAF facilitics.
- On 13 Jenusry the Battclion bogen preparctions to move to Tuy Hoa,
Fhu Yen :rovince, in sujport of combet operations in thct ores,




Operction VAN BUREN

Thasmmmuganmvemnttom'{oaonlsumﬂry.m
hours. llovement wes condvcted by oircraft and LST and wes completed on
17 Jenuary et 1100 hours. The Bettnlion initielly relieved an lirborne
Brigide of the Hepublic of Vietnam Army in blocking positions north of
Tuy Hoe, neer Thu Fhe, The 2/502 then moved lrom these positions to
esteblish o hnse camp nesr Trax [inh Chinh. On 18 Jenucry the Battelion
bogan "Recondo" patrols from bose camp to the north &nd northwest ef
Tuy Hoa while one compsny occupied ¢ designated portion of the perimeter
srownd TUY HOA NORTH Airfield,

On 21 Januery Compeny B secured & landing zone for the evacustion
of Vietnsmese children, nuns né priests from the 'ing Lang Orphanage
st Hoi Tin. The orphenese had besn rejulzrly terrorized by groups of
ermed Vist Cong who threstensd to destroy the buildings and toke the chil-
dren. After the institution hed bLeen relocsted in Tuy Hos, the soldiers
of the 2/502 sede frequent gifts of food, clethes and momey to help the
people meke @ new start in Tuy Hoa.

The Dettslion continued operstions to the North, near Tuy An through
31 Jenuary with numerous smsll contects with local ruerrills units.

On 1 Februcry the STRIT™ P0RCE prepored for o erations to the south-
west olongtheSonaDcRangRimVane:r-the "Rice Dowl" of Phu Yen
Province (3ee mon, Incl. 1). Elements of the 95th KVA Regiment were be-

liaved to be in the vicinity, attempting to securs rice from the locsl
o




ares during the hervest. On 2 Februery the Battelion conducted & heli-
borne asseult on two LZs cnd begen seerch :nd destroy operations in the
Area of Operstion, which were to lsst for 18 duys, snd would involve sev-
eral major engagements with North Vietnamese Army units.

Sherp but brisf contact wos mede with the enemy on Z end 4 February.
On 6 February ¢ platoon of B Compeny engaped an NVA force in prepored
positions nenr the hamlet 'y Lom (leter identified as elements of the 5th
Battolion, 95th NVA Regiment). A second plitoon from B Compsny moved
overland to reinforce the element in contact and exploit Ty hitting the
ensmy on their northern flenk. A third rifle platoon from 2 Com.any wis
helilifted into the battle arem to block escape routes to the south and
west. Rach of the plrtoons subsequently bescame engaged, develo ing the
outline of the enemy positions. During thiz period the first of 13 sor-
ties of Tacticel Adr strikes hit the torpet orec. Company C (=) conducted
a8 heliborne assault to the =sou*h, with the mission of sweepin. north to
limk up with B Compsny #nd cssist in reducing the entrenched enemy force.
B and C Compenies linked ~t 1850 hours, effectively ending further re-
sistonce of the trapped VA force. 3Ineny losses for Lhis encapement were
39 dlled end numerous weapons tcken.

On the morning of 7 Fabrusry B end C Compcnies conducted s sweep to
the eest in returning to the Battslion bose srec. Company C swept wide
to the south to search ca orza from which sniper fire wos received the
day before, and encountersd another well entrenched enemy force. After

\ny



C Compeny had closed with the enemy on three sides, the lst Battaliom,
327 Infentry committed Company B =nd Tiger Force (the equivaolent of the
Recondo Force), 'nd cssumed OPCON over C Company, 2/502. A vicious cction
continued the rest of the doy, the results of which were 63 enemy idlled
and 60 wecpons coptured., Of the totsl, C Compcny sccounted for 18 enemy
dead cnd 20 wecpons takean.

The totsl enemy losses inflicted by the STRIFE FORCE during the
period 6 - 2 Februcry were 57 enemy ldlled, one POW. 30 wecpons ware
coptured, one FRC 10 rodio, ~nd zssorted romunition cnd equipment., From
9 Februsry through 20 Februasry the Bettalion continued to sezrch for the
enemy in the western ssctor of the AD, finding wrny coches of weepons and
equipment,

The 2/502 clused into the buse ares st Tuy Hoc South Airfield 0830
hours on 20 Februcry, tormincting Cperction VAN DUREW. The STRIKE FORCE
hzd@ cecounted for 156 encmy killad and 11 prisoners taksn, 109 wecpons,
100,000 rounds of smsll rrms camunition, 230 hond grencdes, end large
guzntities of medical supplies end other equipment were captured.




Operation HARRISON

Operztion HARRISON, which wes conductod during the pariod 22 Feb-
ruary to 24 Merch 1966 consisted of six bettolion-size operations cnd two
operstions smeller thon bottalion sizes The operation wos conducted es—
sentislly in two seporcte sectors, one sector to the north of Tuy Hoe and
one to the south of Tuy Hos. The lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne concopt of
operation w.s to conduct offensive operntions to the north cnd west of
Tuy Hoe inditiclly, to locate, fix ond destroy VC forcos in the oree.

FPhase I

On 22 February the first phose of Cperztion HARRISON begzn with B
Company, 2/502 cnd one rifle coumpany of the 2nd ROK Morine Brifade ceon-
ducting o coubined mission, while the Bottclion (-) continued with as-
signed security missions, ucintencnce of ecguipment, cnd "CMMIM inspection
et Tuy Hoa South Airfield., This phosc terminotod 25 Februcry ond resulted
in 2 VC killed, 1 wounded PON .nd ozo guspect. Four wocpons were captured
with 250 rounds of s~mmunition, ond 1200 pounds of rice werc destroyed.

Phgso II

On 25 Februery the Bettnlion begon the sccond phese of Operction
ﬁARRJBObedisplncingtonnAchoutlouhmtersmrth of Tuy Hon. The
mov= waa completed on tho 26th, ond the initial compony objectives vere
token with no snomy contoct, Senrch ond destroy operctions were initicted
the afterncon of the 26th ~nd continuod through tho 28th, netting 5 VC



klled, 1 POW (wounded) ond one woopon coptured. All slements closed into
tho Bottolion bose ond prepared to continuc operstions the following daye.
Phgose III

On 1 Morch the Bottolion conducted © heliborne 2sacult into an srog
about 15 kilomsters furthor to the northesst. During tho cssoult one
holicopter croshed ond burned, destroying the UHl-D 2nd 3 =16 riflcs,
The alternate LZ wos utilizoed for the remoining 1ift of troops and «11
objoctives were securcd with no cnemy contact, Seorch aond destroy op-
orntions wer: bopun immedictely with A Company in roserve ond securing the
Bettelion Tecticcl Commend Post. These oporctions wore completed on 2
Moreh, resulting in 4 VC kdlled, 4 FOWs 3nd 3 woapons ceptured. Fricndly
losscs werc 2 WIA,

Phese IV cnd V

On the evening of 2 Mrrch, A rnd B Compcnics renewod operctions, with
C Compony going into reserve. At the sime time tho Rocondo Force begcn
conducting combined operctions with Civilirn Irreguler Dofense Group forces
from the Dong Tre Spocicl Forces Camp. Very little contoet wos mode with
the enemy during this phoso, ond the totcl results for 3-6 lorch wore 2
VC Ixilled, 3 POWs end one weopon capturcd. On 6 Morch the STRIKE FORCE
was helilifted to the Battclion treins erec ot Tuy Hon end assumed the
misc=ion of Brigede rosorve. Locol security wos cetoblished cnd moximum

offort wos placed on mcintonence of wacpons ¢nd cquipment, ond porsonal

hygilione.



Phcse VI

The remcinder of Operction HARRISON wrs conducted in croos south of
Tuy Hoe, on the southorn udge of the "Rice Bowl", :nd in the mountoins
further south. From 9 - 12 Mcrch the Bettolion hed the mission of secur-
ing en crtilliery bettery ond cngincer plotoon working on Route 7. This
was nccomplished by providing perimeter security cs well cs conducting
serrch mnd destroy operctions rround tho positions. The results were 2
VC killed, 1 POW (woundcd) ond 1 woopon coptured. Friendly cosualtiocs

were two wounded.
Phoso VII

On 12 Jerch tho Rocondo Forco wes helilifted from the Bettolion bose
erez to nn 1Z to the west. Thet night they moved by foot to cnother LZ
to sccurc it for the Bottclion. At 0100 hours tho Bettelion bogrn night
movament by helicopter inte this oroa, The Bottalion hod completed the
movement into the IZ by 0240 hours 13 ifrch, -nd the comprnics hnd moved
out to oxploit -~ plonned B-52 strdio to the south. The odir strike took

ace ot 0400 hours ~nd two hours l-ter thc couwpenies wore cntoring the
striko arec. Compnny 3 found o troining comd with thres Browning Automntic
Riflos, 100 rounds of cmmo, two carbinoc megozines, cight packs nnd clothing,
and'DO pounds of TNT. On 14 snrch o1l clomonis closed =t the Bottelion
basic in preporaticon for a helicoptor paseult to oxploit rnother B-52 striko
sch.=duled for the following dcy.
Phcose VIII
On 15 Morch the Bettelion conducted & heliborne csscult into the new



A0, B rnd C Companiocs moved south to seorch the B-52 strike aroc while
Company A‘ romeined in reserve ond provided socurity for the Bettalion

Toe CP, Through '~rch 19 contoct with the enomy was sporadic. On 20
Mrrch Compony A wos committed =nd C Comprny bogon movemant to the Bote
taolion CP to tcke over mission of Bottalion roserves At 1425 hours C
Comprny beccms ungnged with en estimrted reinforced VC squod ond cttempted
%o menouvor ono of its oloments to fleonk the onomy Torces. !ovemont proved
difficult, s the VC werc positioned omong huge boulders on tho side of ¢
nountoin, Toctienl Air nd ~rumod holicoptars were colled in, “nd ofter
the irstrike C Comprny could still ke little progress, By 1700 hours
friondly ccsucltics were 2 KIA .nd 8 wounded., At thet time B Compuny wes
movad in to protoct C Compeny's rear, ond A Compeny wrs cttompting to get
to the high ground sbove the cnomy forca, now thought to be ot lesst pli-
toon sizo.

On 21 Morch the Battolion clomonts wero still in pursuit of the ensny
force end C Compony wes helilifted forwerd to try ond establish contnct
vitls the cnemy. B Compeny's 2nd ond Wecpons Plotoons discovered - VC
hospitcl ¢t which 4 wounded NVA scldiers wore coptured cnd sevorcl hundred
pourds of modiccl supplics. Furthor operotions during the period 22 - 24
Mereh resulted in only soorsdic contoct, ~nd the operstion wrs terminoted
on fthe 24th.

During oporetions in the northern sector only locel guerrillc units
were cngoged, ond there were no furthor indicotions thot eny other type

\e
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forces werc in the nreec, Intelligence informntion, prior to operations in
the south, indicated the possible presence of the 4th or 5th Battalions of
the 95th NVA Regiment. The proscnce of the 95th wos confirmed by the enp-
ture of the Rogimentol hospitel with the four woundod NVA soldiers. How=-
ovor, tho mein body of the battelions could not bo loccted ond the inter-
rogction of tho FOWs indicated tact the 95th hod split up into smell bonds
to esecpe into the mountains,

Totol results for Operaotion HARRISON wers 39 VC killed, 19 FOWs (8 of
them wounded), 24 woopons captured, 36 hond grencdes, 153 pounds of demo-
1ition, numorous documcnts, medical cond other supplics. Total friendly
losses woro § KIA ond 29 WIA,

) o —



Operation FILLMORE

From 25 Merch to 7 April 1966 the STRIKE FORCE wos ogein doployed
in the rugged mountoins south of the Tuy Hoe "Rice Bowl" ¢s prrt of Op-
orotion FILLMORE. The oporation wes © scquel to HARRISON and wes o further
offort to fix cnd dostroy clements of the 95th NVA Rogiment, still thought
to be in the ores. On the basis of intelligencc gcthorod during Operation
HARRISON, it wes lmown thet the 95th hod broken into smcll groupe and dis-
persed into the mountcoins. Intolligence furthor indicated thnt tho strongth
and mornle of tho 95th werc lows Theorefore ineracsed psychologicel war=
faro tochniquos werc cmployed by the Brigode Psychological Operctions Tean
to persucda enemy clomonts to surrcnder, but these [roduced no significent
rosults.

During the pariod 25 - 29 Morch the Bettclion conducted gearch “nd
dostroy operctions in the AO southwest of Tu Bong. On 25 Morch B Coupony
hit sevorsl different cnomy mg during .thn dny, cccounting far 12 cnomy
lled, 1 FOW (upunded) ) thras wuepons ond 17 hend gronodes cnptureds B
Compeny closed to the Battolion Toe CP cnd romcinod in Bcttclion reserve
untdl 29 M-rch, The rest of the Bottalion killed 5 Viet Cong cnd captured
4 (3 woundod) during this period.

From 30 Morch through 2 April the Bottelion (=) conducted sscrch ond
destroy operations in the mountzinous crec west of Highusy One with A
Compeny remcining in reserve. There were only minor contcets £ad on 2



April the STRI¥E FORCE closed ot the bose camp necr Tuy Hoe to cssum the
migsion of Brigrde reserve.

The Bsttclion roscined Brigode Reserve and I Field Forco (Vistnca)
Resorve on ¢ ono-hour clert until 7 April, Operction FILLNOEE hod ace
countod for 26 cnemy killed snd 3 POWs. Wospons ceptured included onc
subncchinegun (AK-47, Chincse Communist), one mouser riflc, onc US carbine,
onc .45 cal, pistol, 17 hand grenndes, 4 morter rounds (442") ond onc AT

mine.
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Opor=tion AUSTIN II

On 7 - 9 April the STRIKE FORCE ond onc othur Battoliom of the lst
Breirade (st Bettslion, 327 Infentry) werc rirlifted to Then Thict, © coas-
4r1 town southwcst of Fhon Rong ond the ccpitol of Binh Thusn Provincc.

The mission of the Bettolion wis to sonrch out cnd destray locel
guerrillcs ond © lioin Force Viet Cong Bottelion reported %o boe in northcra
Bink Thusn :rovince, nstride the II ~nd III Corps boundcry. This operction,
dosigneted AUSTIN II, bogen on the night of 11 April cs tho Recondo Force
and one platoon of D Covpany were committed by heliborne assault into the
A2, with the mission of infiltratin dAvring the night to secure three LZs
for the attalion (minue) to enter the next day.

The first contact occurred sarly the 12th when a Recenrls section engged
a VC squad, ¥illing one and liberating 2 parsons vho were found to be prison-
ers of the 72. 3 Comprny tas cormitted to exploit this contact. Tompanies
A and ° were cormitted on the 13th. 1 eleents corveted search and de~
stroy missions in their respective seciore. These oparstions terminated 18
April, having rroZuced only ~inor contacts with local - errills squais.

Oon 20 pril, Comprnies . ~ni C were lifted -y neliborne assault into
an AO iurther to the east, The llecmndo /‘orce, with a Cham CID} unit attached,
entered the AD by foot from the Luong Son Special Forces Camp. U Company
initiclly remained in reserve. The STRIXT FORCE econtinued operations to the
nertheast of Phan Thies until 25 ‘pril with only light contacts with local
guerrillss, mostly snipers. By 26 April all elements had returned to the

"2t VL m Smmem mman at Dhan Thiast snd ware prenzrineg lor redeploymenti =
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another aree, The advance party ef the 3attalion dejarted 0900 hours 26
April fer NHON CJ, in Quang Duc Prewvince,

Results of Operstion AUSTIN II were: 15 enemy killed, 25 FOWs (5
wounded), seven weapons, 5% tons ef rice and 2 tonsz of pototiees were cap-
tured, Friendly losses were 4 killed, 10 wounded. .




Operation AUSTIN VI

Operation AUSTIN VI was condicted in the “THON CO area in Tuang Duc
Province from 30 April to 19 May. The mission assigned to the lst Ori-
gade (minus) wns to conduct spoiling attacks against NVA Concentrations a-
long the Combodian border and sstride the II =nd III Corps boundary prior
to the mensoon sexson.

The {irst phase of the operation was cssentially 2 screeninc action
arcund the Pu Srang Special Forces Camp. This action lnsted until 5 May
and produced no contact with cny enemy forces.

On S5 = 6 liay, Companins 4 and B and the Recondo Force were committed
in = new arsa of oporation near Bu‘&la Map. C Company romained on perimeter
socurity mission and Rri pde reszarve nt Bu Giz Map fAirfield. © Comprny was
relicved of this m ssion by A Troop, 2nd Squardron, 17th Cavalry on May 7,
and was Auployoed in the /0.

During the pcricd § = 9 April numercus contacts wars mads with small
NVA uniis wihich consisted of from 2 to 15 m-n grovps. On 9 April ~ well-
used trril rumning o-st to west was ‘iscovered by Company -1.' The next day,
throush the capture of an BVA sergeant, it was lcarnsd that a four-company
ambush was £3t clong the tr-il, Task Force "Jrown", consirting of the Re-
condo Force with one plitoon of C Company ~ttached war ordered to converge
with A\ Corpany from the north. “hils mving toward the rendsgvous point
thay sng-ged - company-size NVA force. Two airstrikes, gunshipe and ~rtillery
supported the action, and a sweep of the arez turned up 18 bodies, all of
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which hod boon stripped of wospons ~nd equipment. 't 1650 hours on 10 April,
Task Force Brown linked up with A Troop, 2/17 Cov and the remainder of C Com-
peny. This forco ccaverged with Company /i and the link-up w~s effected at
1700 hours thot svening,

Company A continued to sweep wost the next day, orienting on the trail,
an’ with Task Force Orown and the Cav Troop under its OPCON, At 1025 hours,
Company . engaged a dug=-in NV.L force, estimeted to be a reinforced company.
Troop A, 2/17 Cav was crders? to movs sround ‘hz enemy ammbush to the north,
~nd sc=l of. oscnpa routes to the west. Meanwhil:, artillerv we=es calle! in
to the rear of the enemy /cree, preventing it from breaking cortact, then was
moved forw=rd u til it was hitling -mong the caem~ positions with devastating
offoct. Fuse "delay" was v'sed to penstrate the denee jungle canopy.

‘t 1155 hours the NVA attacked /. Compcony. ‘irstrikss were called in to
supplonent the artillery and the enery sttack disintearated., %ompany /' had
begun to porsue the retreaiing enemy forco by 1400 hours. A preliminary search
of the battlefield turned up 25 enomy boiizs, 3 mechineguns ~nd 6 inddviZual
weapons. Troop A, 2/17 Cav h-l several eng gements in their flerking m~neuver,
accounting for 2 cnemy killed and 2 wenpons seised. At 1700 houres on the
11th, Company A linked up aoain with the Cov 'nd o further roarch of the bat-
tlefield turned up 25 a’ditional bodies. Loter en intelligence report in-
diccted that throc JVA comp nies were desiroyed in the battle.

Occasional briel cngagements continued os | and C Corponies and the Re-
condos pursucd the enemy to the wast, B Company joined the chase on the 13th
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whilc C Company went into rescrve, following thes advince of the other ele-
ments as they ssarched toward the Combodain border., The remaindar of the
enemy forcu apparently continued their retrcat into Cambodia. Mo fuvrther
contoct was modo, and the operation was termincted on the 16th of May.
Through documents found on the dead, and the interrcogation of POWs it
was learned that the enemy unit engaged was the 3rd Battalion of the 1lllst
NVA Regiment. The totnl body count for the operation was 95 snery “ead,
though numerous bloed trails indicated » ruch higher number of wounded or
doad had been evacvateds S POWs, 3 machineguns, 3 LOmm rocket launchers,
28 individunl weapons ~nd large amounts of ammuniticn and rice in cnches

were taken.
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CHEQO IE0 - PLEIXU

The STRIKE FORCE began to pack equipment on 17 M-y in preparation for
&n air movamont to Cheo Reo, & town in the Central Highl-nde scutheast of
Pleiku, and the capitol of Phu Bon Province. The PBattalion was airlifted
to Cheo lieo on 18 and 19 May, where it was ~iven the mission of I Field
Force reserve. Patrols were condvcted in designated areas arcund the town,
but resulted in nc contact with eny enemy forces.

The 2/502 wes cirborne agein by 28 May, this time on a move to Flelku,
whore the Battolion remcined on the same reserve status. A bivouac was es-
tablished near the IT Corps Headquarters - MACV compound outside Pleiku,
end the next week was Zovoted to mainten nce cof equipment, training, and
athletices and recreation., The STRIKT FORCE, still IFFORCEV reserve force,
was cirlifted by CV-2 "Ceribou" to Tak To, Kontum Province cn 2 June where
the 1st 3rigade (=) 101st Lirborne Divisicn was propering for its next op-

eration,
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Operation HAVTHORNE

Operation H' JTHORNE began as a combined let Bde, 101st Airborne - ARVN
offort tc relicve = besieged Regional Forccs garrison ot the Tou Morong Out-
post, about 20 kilometers northeast of Dak To. The 2/502 was rartricted,
by its IF-DRCEV reserve committment, from hzing Jdeployed initially. Company
A was, however, placed under OPCON of the lst 3attalion, 327 Infantry and
wes deployed 3 June by heliborne cssaul® to secure a 105mm Artillery battery
which was positioned L kilometers west of Tou lMorong. Light contact was made
in the area with NV. forces wihich had been engaged bv the 1st Battalion, L2d
/\RVN Regiment ns it attacked north along Route 7 townrd Tou Morong.

Company . continued to secure B Battary, 2/320 Artillery for the next
three doys. .t about O1LS hours the worning of the 7th, the Artillery po-
siticn was heovily attacked by 2 reinforced company of North Vietnomese using
mortars (B2mm), hond grencdes, LOmm rocket lzmunchers and satchel charges.
During the vicicus engagement the AVA hurled suicide charges against the de-
fenders snd nt one puint overrsn one 105un gun position. The fizht lasted
until 0B00 hours when the HV. ferce withdrew le-ving 59 desd and nine waspons
on the baitlafield. Company A lost 2 killed and 6 wounded,

On the Tth the 2/502 w=s released antirely from its rsserve commit-
ment and immediately doployved in on airmobils 2ssavlt to envelop the north-
ern flank of 2n enemy force which wre engaged with elerents of the lst Bat-
talion, 327 Infontry. 'ma. nsszult was crnducted at 0900 hours on 7 June,

and B and C Compmnies began pressing sonthward and eastward. On 8 June
=



Companios B and C continued their mevement to the sovthesast, atterpting to
find and block escepe routes of an enamy f=rce which wrs now heavily engaged
by the 1st Battalion, 327 Infantry further to the south (see schematic, Incl
2). Comp-ny A was the Batt~lion rascrve while providing security for the
Tac CP.

Instructions to units fer 9 June were generally as follows:

Company A: Remain present location, as Battalion reserve secure Tac
CP.

Comprny D: Continue movsment south along multiple axes.

Comp-ny C: Continue movement scuth and east in support of 1lst Bat-
talion, 327 Infantry which was heavily engaged.

2nd Pl toon, Campnny O: Rem=i{n prasent location, block Dak Ta Xan Val-
lgy to encny muvement,

Hocondo Force: Saarch to tha wost for n reported VO hospital,

B Comp-ny and C Company (=) were nov nstride the sharp ridges to the
east of the Jnk Ta an Vallsy., The ridges ran generally northeast to sovth-
west, rising gradually to higher mountains to the northeast, and tapering
off to the southwest into narrow fingers of terrain, interspersed by desp
ravines. Ths whole area was covered with Zense barboo thickets with occasional
patches of tall trces, some rising to 200 fect in height, Somewhere among
these ridges was the troil or trails which the enemy - now known to be the
2Lth NVA Regiment - would use to withdraw northward.

Companiy B bsgan movement shortly after daylight on 9 June and began
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naldng contects, to includs hoovy . utomctic wordens firc, ond killod ono
NVA soldicr, preb bly o ceurior. At cbout this timo one plcteon fron Cem—
peny C feund cnemy positions on ¢ ridgelinc ond ropertod those positions
fresh but uneccupicé. C Conpony killed 3 NVA soldicrs srior to 1080 hours.

Tho lst Bottolien, 327 Infontry pleonned messive ~ir -nd -rtillery atrikes
zgcinst o troil running north from thedr croc of ongogement ond requost.d thet
¢ Comaeny shift to ¢ blocking positicn furthor to tho north 2ad ocst of their
curront locction. In order to rocch this now locotion “nd cvoid tho ploaned
-ir ¢nf srtillory fircs, C Compeny w:os recuirod to swing rbout ono kdlomcter
to She north before turning =cst towords tho blocking nosition.

3y 1530 hours tho Coupony L@ turncd to the ¢ st “nd wrs woving in ¢
celumn Toraition, lst .l-~toon, Comnrny He doguortors, 3d P1 toon, Wirons
Tl.toon. Tho lo-d ol toom h d . "Rocondo" ol =at (10 mom) 2rexinately
500 matora forweord of tho .win tody.

!t ~aproximotely 1530 hours tho "Rccondo" cls wmt - cported he ring
Victn-mosc voicos to thoir laft fromt, or northosst, ot -n cstin tod ronge
of 200 motors. Tho scout lcnont h ltod -nd uho compeny ceatinucd to clesc
on thoir position.

Tho lst Pl teon w = dirceted to depley ond cévonco in tiw dircction of
the volcos; 3d Plotoon woe dircetad to B2 oropered to aencuver left to casist
the 1st "l.toon, .nd Wernons :lctoon wos to closs on thc 3d Pl toon locction
~né b orey rod to cssist cither platoon by firo or movonent. The Compeny
Herdquertors movod directly bohind the lst Flotoon.

Tho noverwnt of the 1lst P1l toon brought thox ~long - ridgc or fingor in
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such o nanner thot thoy were able to obsorve =n estimated 10 to 15 WVA ina
creek bod on thair f‘.ght flank. “hile tho ~nemy soldiers were armed, they
were in the process of ccoking =nd washing along the creek. These enemy
vere immediately engaged and “cstroyed by the 1st Platoon. This oecurred a-
bout 150 meters to the northeast of the loeation from wnhich they hod first
heard the voices.

At the first outbreak of fire the 1st Platoon received 2 smnll volume
of ineffective small zrms fire from pesiticns a2lmost dre north of them.

The plotoon then criented on this fire ~nd contimed moverent ~long the
ridge., Yithin = pcriod of rinutes the fire gsined in intensity to the point
whare it was cstimnted th-t the ridge wos peing held by the enemy by plntoon
strzngthe 2y 1550 hours the lst P1-toon was receiving sccurate fire from
at lenst two -~ tomatic wespons and an estim~ted plntoon, ~nd they had moved
Joss than 50 meters frem the point of indwuicl engagement.

At this tinc tha 3rd Flatoon was cormitted to the weet of the 1st Fla-
toon. Within 2 poriod of § = 7 minutes the 3rd Platoon dsployed in a line
form~tion, hed moved ~breast of the 1st Pl-toon, approximately 3C reters to
the west., Due to the bnse of fire laiddovnhvthalstmonlnﬂmm.y
artillery fire, the 3rd Platoon was able to continue movement, silence »t
least onc machinegun position, and force the evacuntion of enayy positions on
the ridgelino.

is the 3rd Platcon reached the VO positions, they came under ° heavy
volume of fire from higher ground to their west. This fire wos of such in-
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tensity as to completely deny them fyeadom of movement. .t the same time the
1st Platoon began receiving ~ccurate fire from =vtometic weapons to their right
resr. This fire wes coring from the next hill mass to the enst and the range
was approxinately 200 meters.

The Lith “latoon was then committed in =n effort to neutralize these
positions tc the east. Tho movement placed the Lth Flatoon in » posture mov-
ing due east or at right ~ngleatothetw0previmlycom1ttedpluoom.

The Lith Platoon was able to advance a distance of 150 = 200 meters bafore
coming under intensc fire from the same positions. In addition automatic
wenpons fire, to include 50 caliber m-chinegun fire, was reccived from po-
sitions on the high groun' to their right flank.

By 1615 hours the position of the company hod become criticzl, The lst
Platoon wos pinned down in positions just north of where it had initinted the
fire fight by ~ntematic weopcns fire from its right and right rear. The Lth
Platoon, in on effort to climinate this fire, had been pinned down by heavy
automatic fire te its front and right fl~nk, The 3rd Flatoon while initially
succeeding in eliminating the fire from the immedinte north, was suffering
hoavy casunlties from artoratic weapons on their left flank and from grenadiers
which haod closed with them under cover of th? automatic fires

Despite intense friendly artillery [ire, the majority of which was placed
immodiately forward of the 1st and 3rd Platcon's positions, by 1730 hours all
platcons reported close engarement with the enemy, i.e., exchange of hand
grenadss. Withrirawal was considarsd unfeasible due to the henvy volume of
fire being received, the proximity of the enemy, and the mumber of friendly WIA.
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Shortly ~ftor 1630 hours tho Forwar! ir “sntrollar wae Hractsd by the
Cameonding Officor of Oompeny ©, Saptadn 41114~m S, “arpenter, tc place sn
airstri= on the centur f mrsr of the Jumpany, as the .77’ hsd succeeced in
ovorrumming the 3rd Plateon, had penatrated the 1st Plstocn, an? hal closed
to mthin han” orencde distaoce of the Lth Platoon, 't spproxim-.ely 1645
hours th. Uirst -ireraft drepped aspalm in on area e-proximately 30 matare
saort al directly on line with the raquerte! impact srea. The noprlm burst
in tos cverbe " euvar nt « height of about 30 feet ab va the ground and cov.re?
A viie awven with patchas of buridng nap 1m.

211 hostils Idva censed with the inpect of the first nnpaln rni the
Soum my wos w2l to dpmc'i~tely bresh cuntact -n? withirow south 2 listance
of 110 - 150 maters ~n? estoblish o perimeter rpproximstzly LO by LO meters.
hile withdrawing the secon! nzpelm strike vzs planed on line with and 50 - 75
metere furt or north thon ths first strile. 7t a pariod of 10 - 15 minutes
~ftar tha .iret nirstrike the Zorpany received no fire xud wae aMls to esteb-
lish = perir ator, movs the wovndsd, sn’ recover ecvinment with no interference
frew the cnamys  Yring this period T "irntom Jete continuel to strike
the coamy positicns with 20m- fire. -

In the initi~l orianigzation of the perimster onl= men. persomnel, 211
wounce, could be accountad for from tie 3r” Flatcon, .11 other platoons,
while svffering mmerous casv=lties, were able to sccoun. for 211 personnel,

Demy centret following the intitial rirstriles 2n’ the sstrblishment of
« perimoter wos limite~ to cccasionsl ~ntountic veapons fire and aniper fire
during tie ramvining hours of Zdaylizit. me sttemnt to irobae tha parimeter ’?’"(




was made about 1730 hours, but comtimuous rirstrikes =n” artillerv preventad
any serious attemnt at overrvmning the position. fter dar® there wer- sev-
er2l probes of tie perimeter but t e nresence of a US'F flore shio and con-

tinued artillery firs vas sufficient to deter any fnll-scale attack.

Herwhile, A Scmpony hod Leen moving essiword since 17CO hours to attemnt
to resci: T Company's rosition. . fter sevarcl sharp enge-ements enroute,

4 Zorpeony's 1st Platoon mede contact with 172 perimster showt 213F hovrs 9
June, an+* Ly 0200 hours tlie entire corp-ny had srrivel within the prrimeter.
_ Juring the innrs of “orimess, ei<ht = ‘ditional wounded trooper-, nlus savaral
who were not woun'ed, all from the 3rd Platoon, mede their war into the two-
cormn 1y parimater,

rieadfly sircover, A12 Skyroiders, arrived on station = approximately
080 hours on the mornming of 10 June, With the additien of Company ' the
perimetar was expendei an additional 20-30 meters. % first 1lis"t on 10 June
it wns detarring thet the three platoons of ¢ 0 had sufiered 3 killed,
3 missing in action and 3k wouniled. & 2-squa’ patrol laft the perimeter at
0900 hours to attempt to reccver the MIis 'nd eg!pment. The patrol a‘vancesd
150 reters nortl and succeeded in recovaring sore equipment and one missing
KIA, but in the process lost one "I' from automatic weavons fire.

The remminder of th: day was spont in izmprovin= the perimetsr, caring
for the wunded and clearing = small ovening ithin the perimeter in pre-
poration {2+ sline evacu~ticn of the wourdads “hile contact with the enemy
wis speradc rring the darligat howrs, his prerence wae confirmed by the
soun’ of Hgeine zn” occasional firing. ‘ir and artillery provided constant

support Mwring the “aylight hours. R ¥



.\t aporexim-tely 2000 hours on 10 June the Zattalion Commander ordered
Companies . sn:! 2 to begin moving torard = LZ which had heen secrred thet
avening by » provisional company recruited from ¢ e Pattalion's personnel
ot Phcn ong ant tnshe? to the battle area., 't 2300 hours a "1-D helicopter
dropres 17 littars and medicel swpnlies inte tie perimeter. This trigrer=d
2 hawy volume oi autorrtic Tire and & throe rornd mortar atia~k on “ha vee
rimater. The mort-r fire csssed zs soon as srtillery was called in and the
small amne fire dad ot in 3 to S minutes.

% aoy roximntely C3CC howrs 11 June "Recondo" elements were 'ispetched
fron the periwster in sn a tempt to find a svitrble routa for avac ation of
the and and vounded to the LZ. Due to 'arse bamboo, pror ~erthar snd steep
terr-ia, the putrol was uncble to odvance beyon’ 500 meters prior tc 'ay-
light.

2t ¢{00 hovrs .. nd T Commanies bagen pover ent from tae perimeter to an
LZ chovt 1 kiloveter swry @ dich wis secrred by the nrovisional compony.

Ths column, c~rryins; the <ead, woundsd, »n” their eq ioment made contast with
tha friendly clanerte secerine the L at 1115 hours. ™™e 3rd anl lst Pla-
toons, Company 7 =3 rtillery I pamcined in the parimeter aren until 1000
hours =5 . covering lorce, v 131F hours all 2lam:unts hod clored on ¥ 'a 12
ans 4r gvae ~tion o the cssu-ltise waz nearin cor=letion. Muring the wvith-~
Jraw-l L Jomr v sufiare 1 "IN from sniper ‘ire ani one wen from © “oroany
dis’ of *roun’s received sarlier, Txtensive se war mz’e ¢ ar illery fire to
cover the uithdrawsl rnd ¢ heavr volume of lirs was place! on the avec ated

perimeter upon com leticn of the withdrawal. ~7




By 11 June, - 2nd O Jowpanies hasl beon walilifted beck to the “attal ion
trains ares ot Osk To ‘irstrip for = shert rest =n® resvpply. 11 enr27ed
alan=nts ware atjustins their positions avay [rom the fixed enemy “axrce in
prep ration for 2 .52 strike wiich was scheduled for the morningz of 13 Mey.

The strile took place between 0820 an4 0847 hovrs the merning of the
13th, devestaiing the ares where C and . Companies he heen envaged. fithin
30 mimites aiter tha bambin:, . lowpany had been air-ass:ulted into the tzrget
arcs, Killing b #7% who sttempted to flee. Large numiers of suemy dea”, Some
from tic -irstrike, some from 0 Serpary's battle, were fourd on the battle-
fiell, along with qrentities of weapons and equipment. 7 Aaged #7. soltiers
ware c-ptired, "nd peychiol-sical warfars eflorts - including louispeaker ap-
penls by POWs - arongnt § other: out of ths t-ngled bamboo. Tha cle=mup
1aste” witdl 16 June.

In Uperstion HUTTIOMT the 24 Sattalion, 502d Infantry sccountad for
273 .memy killad, by body counte 3 in#ivicusl weapons, © crew-servad wes-
pons ond 15 PUis verc captured, vith vast raontities of srpplies an” aquip~
ment. Intelligence indicatas that the operstion ~pset plans for 2 major of-
fonsive by the 2uth and [Oth -7 Tagiments in the Tak To - Tor Yoronz area. The
2th .legiment may have enfferad over 507 cosualtles an” wag adjudged to be

rendered inafiecctive =8 # combat unite.



Operation ZAURICGARD

The second operation to be conducted in the Dak To ared begen 23 June
and was intended to loccte and destroy ony remmants of NVA units engeged
in Operetion HAWTHORNE, and destrov their supply caches. The nperation,
designited "Sesuregard", was executed in two phases, both of whieh were
relotivel uneventful.

Durins the first pacse of BEAUREGARD the 2/502 accomplished the fol-
lowins missions in the Dek To 2re:: search @ nd destrov operctions to the
west: nanninr the defensive out osts eround Dok To, and conducting refresh-
er treindng in the “rse cump <t the Dak To Airstrip., This wes rccormplished
tr wigsion rot-tion ~mon; the rifle companies ot five~cev intervcls. The
comm ny conducting close~in traoinin: wis clso cdesign-tod c= 2att lion ready
reaction orce. Zxtensive notroling ef the .rea between Dsi To unc the
Leoticn Sorder uroduced no enewy contact, thoush 7. tons of rice were de-
stroyad. Dur:ng the search and destroy o erciions, CIDC troops from the
Dek To Specisl Forces Ucm: were inteprsted into the rifle comoenies down
to squed level.

On the evening of 5 July the STRI'E FORCE waes not:fied thet o tecn
frox the 3ri- a;io Lonr A-nca Reconneisscnce i'lotoon had mede contact with an
eneiy force of un'moun size in the Dol Sut District, ebont 30 klometers
north of Dok To. The LRRT tecm wes extrncted, and the 2/502 wes ordered
to ex-loit o condreting @ heliborne isscult into the arec ot dawm on 7

July, The omorstion '* = =3precd by troric incideat. Shortly after A Come
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peny's lead elements were on the ground, two troopers were injured when 2
lend mine wcs detonsted, Shortly therecfter & rescuwe 1erty carrying the
wounded tripped snother nine end 5 troopers were killed. It was discovered
lzter thot the L2 wes located adjecent to en abondoned Special Forces czmp,
the -erimeter of which wes £n unrecorded uine fisld.

The operction w s essenticlly ¢ sweep o L.@ northe st by & wnd C
Compznies tou.rd blocks sstablished by B Com eny. No contect wss wice by
any friendly units Jor the next 3 days, thourh A Compeny located and de—
stroyed 7 rice c.ches totelling 11 tons. - further sweep in en iree to
the nerthwest srocuced no sipnificent results, nd 211 vnits wers returned
to the bLose erszz2 on 13 June,

on 14 July, 1585, the STRIYS FORCE began oir movement to Tuy Hoe South
iépstrin, there to rejoin its sister dattclions, the lst and 2nd Bettalions,

327 Infentry, for orcretions in the Tuy Hoa crea,

T




Operction JOHN FAUL JONES

On 15 - 16 June the STRI¥E PORCT esteblishod & Jottelion Bese neer the
beach, south of Tuy 4ca. Operstion JOHN FAUL JONES wss conducted during
the perind 19 J’nl:r.thm_h 5 September in Fhu Yen -rovince, It wer ex-
ecuted in 5 sevarste ‘heases: FPhese I in the Vung Ro 3ay erez, Fhese II
north of Tuy 4n, Fhose III in the Ty Lo Valley, fhase IV wicinity Tuy lios
Seuth iirfield, =nd Phese V in the ires north of Cung Son Specicl Forces
Coma,

The [irst phese of JOHN PAUL JOIES wes cimed at securi g the Vung Ro
Bcy creo ond epenins Hirhwey 1 from Tuy Hoz into the By in »eencretion
far the construction of LST landing sites by the “Oth Tnpineer Britcliocn.

8 Gom rny moved by heliborne osacult into 2 LZs west of Vung Ro 3oy, se-
curec the high grounc cormoncing Highwey 1, and secured 2 1Zs for the Bat-
tolion (minus) to e 1iftcé in, On 24 July the rest of the Zattalion uea
helilifted into the 2 L2s secured %y B Lowpeny. Comp.nmies 2 “nd C, nd the
Recondo Force commenced Search :nd Destroy o-ercvtiosns in the mounteins north
and northe st of Vunp Ro 3ay. Ko contect wies mece with the eaemy, ond Lt.
Col, -mepson ceclared Tung lo Boy secured for the “tth Enpineers to bsgin
their construction mission.

Br 20 July the 2/502 hod returned to Tur oo 3ese Coa , hoving been
relieved in the Vung Ro 3oy A0 by the 2/327 Infentry, This brourht These I
of JOHN PAUL JONES to < close,.

On 31 July ané 1 August the STRI'Z FORCE ;repered for “hrse II. (n
S



the morning of 2 August the Sattalion mede heliborne lendings in the vi-
cinity of two B-52 bombing raids north of the Tuy An cres. Though 2 vC
were killed znd small cmounts of documents =nd equipment were found, no
significent contacts or enemy sightings were made, The Battslion ves ex-
trected from the ares and closed into the base camn on 3 August.

From 4 through © August the 2/502 troined ond ossumec the wission of
IFFORCEV reserve.

On the sfternmoon of 5 August the three rifle comprnies wade heliborne
asseults into 3 LZs in the ¥y Lo Vellsy region ebout 20 kilometers north-
west of Tuy An. Intellipence reports indicated thet the 18B NVA Regiment
wos moving south through the sree, During the periocd 10 - 15 Lugust the
Battzlion hed severcl sme.l engapements with HYA/VUC Forces resulting in
18 cneny killed, 2 captured, enc 15 weapons selzed. During this period the
Bettelion lost 4 killed sné 5 wounced. On the 15th the Battelion, with the
excention of the Recondo Ilztoon, returned to base camp. The {econdes
remrined in the 'y Lo 721ley cre¢ to observe 'nd report enedy activity
until 24 fugust. The Recondos observed m-ny mixed VC/NVA bends up to helf-
compeny size, +nd on the lsst doy of the "Stsy Behind" mission, the Recondos
engaged and 'illed 4 NVA troops. Bssed on intellijence gcthered during the
operction, it w.s reletively certain the the 188 Regliont was on the move
through the ares; but heé brolen u into =mcll bends. Ths technicue of
the "Stay Behind" proved so successful thet it wes to become & gtendord
STRI'E FORCE tactic.

During the period 17 - 30 lupust the 2/502 Infentry conducted intensive
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treining, concurrent with security missions cround Tuy loc South dirfield.
This security committment, including . smell sweep operstion near the peri-
meter, constituted phese IV of Operstion JOHN FAUL JORES.

On 17 August the commind of 24 Bettalion (Airborne), 5024 Infentry was
relinquishsd by Lt. Col Henry E. Emerson, imown to oll STRIKE FORCE tyoopers
23 "The Cunfishter", Assuming commsnd wes Lt. Col Frank L. Dietrich, who
beceme lmoun by his radio call sign, "The Cunmslinger".

On 30 August the Bottclion was lifted into sn 20 northwest of the
Cung Son Snecial Forces Oemp, ond sterted Search and Destroy operationa to
the northssst, ottem ting to mole contact with elements of the 18B KVA
Regiment, still thourht to be moving south. No contect wog muce with the
enemy until 4 Soptemter, ~hen 23 Plitoon 4 Com-eny siruck on eneny Scse camp,
occupied Y ‘n HVA force of unknown size. In the ensuinr Citht 5 NVL were
idlled 'né 11 wespons, olur larre amounis of # mo, were reized, Severol
dnor contccte wape nce in the acme 2ree on the Sth, rasultine in 1 NVA
idlled, 1 risonor, *nd 1 wespon.

Operation JOHN TAUL JONSS enced on 5 September. The STRIKI FORCE
had sccounted for 73 enemy killed rnd 6 FOWe teken. Coptured weanons inclu-
ged 22 indi+icurl sarll crme ond 6 crew-served weeons, lcrge rusntities of
sssorted -mamition, 25 jecks, z radlo receiver-trensmitters (NvA), 7 pack
horses, 180 hrnc rrentdes, -nd othir equipment. Friendly losses vere 6
kdlled, 13 wounced.
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Cperction SEWARD

Operction SEWARD was conducted in Phm Yen Province from 5 September
to 25 October 1966, The primery mission of the lst Erigade, 10lst iirborne
wes to “rotact the rice hervest in the Tuy Hoa cnd Tuy An rice districts.
In cecomplishing thie, the 2/502 performed o voriety of missions, including
Sesrch ond Destroy Operstions eround the perirhery of the cgricultursl
craes, or:ressive night cnd deylipht patrollinr of the rice céietrieta, and
incre-sed use of the "St.y lehind" force, nirht ombush, ond nirht pove-
ment to secl ond se-rch villiges. The Turther dovelopment of "Semi-Cuer-
rilla Toctics™ by the STRI'Z FORCE poid off in Operction SEWARD.

4s the oner:tion hegen, 2/502 wes clreedy deployed northesst of Cung
Son, ¢nd h-d been concucting Secrch :nd Destroy operastions iIn the irec since
30 iugust, Intelligence from intorrogetion of the FOW Uclen on the 4th
ls¢ to the emyloyment of a LARP Team necr the deserted villcpe of “hu Tuen,
ne-r the center of the mountzinous "Hub" erez of Thu Yen .rovince (See med
incl., 1), During the mornin; of 8 September the Recondo Force usde & heli-
borne oss ult into the Phu Tucn eree to exploit contscts made by the LRRP
Teem. DBy noon, A Comicny -né pert of C Compeny hed been londed to the north
end west of the original contzct, cnd 1lst Pletoon, C Comprny wes hesvily en-
geped with the reer gucxrd of an enemy force cttempting to withérsw to the
west. The elements not in contsct were ettempting to move rround the enemy
force to the north ond south to cut of escame routes.

On the worning of 9 Septeuber 3 Uompany wcs helilifted into blocking

¢



positions to the west, seeling off escape routes in thet direction. All
three compeniss made contact with the enemy on the 9th, cnd it wes thought
thet o sizable enemy force hed been encircled. At this time the Bate
tolion received » priority mission which required removel of 2ll units from
the A0 the next day. The operstion wes discontinued and the STRIIKE PORCE
moved to oickup zones.

During this first phose of Operation SEWARD, 19 enemy were killed,

5 VC -nd 3 NV were cantured., Six wespons, 3 grenades, 9 60mm mortar rounds,
3 40mn rocket rounds, one czse of 7,62 (Chicom) smmo, and other squipment
were seized.

The Ba.talion conduc-ed heliborne movement of 0ll units to the Tuy Hoa
base camp en 9 September and cll excent A Cownany were racenloyed in the Tu
Bong arez the following day. Documents had Seen captured which showed that
NVA elemsnts were plonning on zttack on Tu Bong - & cosstal town south of
Yung Ro Bay = to seize rice stored from the harvest, A Compeny remcined in
bose camp a5 Immedizte Reaction Force.

Phese II consisted of the Secrch and Destroy operstions west of Tu
Bong, which turned up no evidence of lorge enemy forces in the area. The
Bettclion (minus) was returned to Tuy Hos én 16 September onc spent the next
thres doys resting, troining end prepering for future deployment.

Phese IIT of SEWARD began with the Settclion exploiting contact made
by & LRR® Teom in the mountoins west of Tuy 4n. On the 15th A Compeny went
into multiple LZs to the ecst of the contact; C Compeny londed to the west,

snd Compeny B to the south. The Recondo Force wcs clso committed, to the
5S>



south,  The Raconco Force wes -lso commdtted, to the southwost of the contect.
Only light contact wea made on the 10th, with 22 Pl-toon A Compony raporting
2 kills ond one AK-47 submachinegun captured. The rifle componies were un-
able to close with any sizable enemy “orces, and on the 20th they turned
scstuerd to conduct Secrch and Destroy oporations.

During the week 21 - 28 Septomber there were severcl sherp engofements
with locel guerrille units who broke contact after sniving or after brief
firefights. On the Zlst A Compsny reported @ sizoable contact as the lst
*lstoon broke up an attempted enemy smbush, killing 8 ond scottering the
rest in ¢ pitched bottle, In e simdlor gction on the 24th, 23 end 3d Plo-
toons, B Compeny, iilled 3 VC, coptured @ submachinegun ond 60mm mortar
bese plcte, The scme pattern of sporadic and brief encounters 1lcsted through
30 September. Phuse IIT of Operestion SEWARD ended with extrsetion of all
units to bese cemp,

The next sheose orszum;wmesmmmnummaan-
talion, 327 Infentry in the Tuy in rice aro. on 4 October, For the next 20
dsys the 2/502 conducted ssturction pstrolling, night ombushes, with occa-
sion-l sweeps of the adjacent mountain arezs to the weet end northuest of
Tuy An. ‘ost of the aneay ancountered wese locanl force squads, end the lar-
gest singls engogerent was mude on 14 October when A Comreny killed 8 VO
sné ceptured 3 wecpons. On 22 October the Battalion conducted o coordi-
neted atteck to sesrch < villege complax sus-acted of being ¢ VO stronghold.
The complex was "secled" prior to dawn, end the subsequant swee) netted
meny detcinees who were evacuated for mﬁmgation. 3 (a



On 24 October the Betteliom Ber. 2 to return to Tuy Hoo Bese Cemp, <nd
the 3¢ Battclion, 8th Infontry, 4th Infantry Division casumed responsibility
for the Tuy 4n 40, The results of Operction SEWARD were 82 snemy killed (),
4O POWs, 26 individual wecyons, 30 hend grencdes, 3 40mm AT rounds, 2200
rounds s=cll crns camnition, 9 60mm mortar rounds, cnd ossorted mediccl sun=
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Operction CERONLD

On 6 November the STRIKE FORCE wee deployed by heliborne asseult into
an crea west of the "Hub" to exploit intelligence thet the 95th Ragiment
of the lorth Vietnemese Army was orercting in the cree, Throughout the epera-
tion elendsstine movements, maximum deception znd thorovgh seerching of as—
sign®® oreca were the techniques used to find, fix ond findsh enemy ferces.

The rifle compcnies were deployed initizlly in ¢ north to south 21lign-
ment, withBCamminthanorth,CCmpnnyintm center, »nd & Compony
to the south, The 2/327 Infontry wos deployed on an e2st-west line 4o the
northerst of 3 Gospeny ~nd began Seorch and Destroy to the south while the
STRIVE FORGE meintoined = concesled posture, moving slowly ecstword, evoid-
ing troils ond open areas, ané receiving no helicopter resupplies.

On 6 - 8 November seversl small contecte were made, resulting in 3
enetyy kdlled and 1 US shotgun captured. On the svening of 8 November ¢ small
section of the Recondo Forco ciscovered = pccupicd enemy boge comp while
noving esstwsrd towerd the village of Pheng Cazo. The terrain weas rugged
hills ané hesvy junglo; end the Rocondo section vis eble to withdrsw un-
detected nné rerort the discovery to Bettaldion Headquerters. To exploit
this inform-tion, B Compeny cad the full Reconco Force were instructed to
focus their rttention in thet direction., C ond A Comprnies were clerted
for possitle deployment to thct area if needed.

As the Rgcondo Force -nd 2d Pl:toon, 3 Compeny moved to the south to

astoblish blocking positions in preparation for the cttack on the bose cemp,
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the Recondos mede contact with =a unimown size encmy force, Killing one

and ccpturing & chicom S¥S corines Tha Recondo saction turned esstward
in pursuit of the snewy, «nd hod moved for only 20 minutes when they on-—
cmmtmdcnonewforeeindus-inpodtiona, on 3 finger of hiph grounc run-
ning north-south, (For Scheme of izneuver, 589 Incl. 3, 4y 5)e The Re-
conds saction now reinforced Ly Zd »1-toon Compeny B, ottecimd the hill
from west to ezst, engeging on estimated NVA Compeny. BY 1030 hours the
fighting w=s he. vy, and the olements in comtcct (3d Flctoon 3 Coupuny ond
Section, Tocondos) ned 4 US KIZ cnd 10 WIA, it this timo Compeny C wos
directod to move overloend into blociing nositions to the e st nd southecst
of the hill moss tho enemy Was holding. Tha 3d oné Wospons Plrtoons of B
Commzny covod ossbwerd into the =re. of contact, frether develo-ing the
siturtion.

During the eerly efterncon oF the 10th, crtillery, cirstrikes and
hellcoptor gunships were cirected onto the enemy sositions. teenvhile, A
Company u~s 1ifted into mn 1Z -bout 2 klomsters mortha st of tho contect cnd
begen movement to est-blizh Blocking rositions. 2t 1500 hours the 2d ~nd
13 Fl:-toons, Compeny 3, ond the Recondo section broke comtact with the en-
smy force to evocusto the decd ond wounded, and recedve =2 anawndtion re-
supply.

Cunghiss and artillerr fire wero aged to keep prosswes on the enowy
while Company i moved in froa the aorthecst, ¢ Comnny moved in from the

ecst and southcast, ond the Rocondo Farce (minus) moved in from the north,




At 1825 hours 2¢ and 7d Plitoons, Compeny D renewed the assoult on the fin-
ger snd were chbla to overrun the caowy sositions. Results of the deyts bot-
tle wers 7 NVA killed, 1 SiS cerbins ené 2 RED mechinoguns captured,

3y 1500 hours, & Compeny hod sstablished Slocking positions to the
east :néd northecst of the enamy-held hill ncss. Compony C wos in position
around the southerst, tné B Lompeny to the west ond south, The Recondo Foroe
wes holding the north cnd nortiwest. During the hours of d.rknsss, tho Bat-
t=lion ibrter Flctoon cnd {lercships provided illuminetion of the bottls-
field.

During the coy mmMeahchcompanynttecbdtotbmthaaA
Company g-ined tho summit of the hill from the east taking the NVA from their
rocr. C Yompeny ~1so closed in from the southest, >nd tho ring wes closed
around the still-tra-ped NVA force, a1l units reported contoct os the enowy
tris’ to hresl out of the oncirclement. Cno nrobe of i Compeny's positions
shout 1230 hours cost the enemy 8 dozd.

During the “fterancon ~11 minowwer eloments closed into on srea no lor-
per then 1,000 meters smusres 4 Pgyrcholopicsl wrrfare tesm begsn troad-
casting surrcnder cppecls. The toll of eaeay daed snd werpons contursd con-
tinuod to rise. During the hours of Zorimess 0ll units were —robed by the
enomy. The Recondo Force “abushed cn NVA column trying Yo cacene sbout 0340
howrs, Jdlling 6 end cepturing 10 weapons.

At 0730 hours the morming of the 11th, the Dcttalion Commendor flew into
the bottle eree Yy helicopter, ond joined ground forces with o Psychological
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Operations Tecm which uscd "OWs %o - pecl to other NVA soldiers to surrender.
9y midafternoon a lerge mumber of tho enemy hed surrendered, many with weapons,
At 1410 hours Coupcny 4 sttaciked from cest to wost, sweeping the encircled
spea, A followup swsen by B Compeny completed the action eon Phong Cao Moun-
toin. The rosults of the day's fighting were 13 encmy Idlled, 35 corfured,
22 inddviduszl warnons, 5 tuchineguns, enc rocket louncher, 1 50mm morter ond
lorgs quantiticr of smmumnition =nd other equipment contured.

Interrosction of ~risoners r'mmelod th-t the unit eng:gsed vos tho 5th
Sattolion of the 95th NVL Iiegimnt. Zlsuents from =11 three compenics, end
the 3stt lion lc. dausrteors of the 95th were identified cmong the . OWs tilken.
2 Cli-47 "Chinoolse" .nc sevarcl UHI-D helicopters weic nocessary to cvoeurte
the prisonces ond oquipment coptured. .

On 12 Novembor most slemsnts raoceived resupply oné Turthor secrchad
tho battlo aves, From 13 to 15 ovomber Secrch nd Destroy wos resumec to-

ard the ecgt, with & Coupuny re-antering the Ihonr Coo :re2 cs o fetay be-
hind" force. OContrcte with scotterod enemy olements romeinad lirht <nd on 22
November ¢11 eloments closed into the Tas CP to obsorve Th.nksgiving.

Operctions resw=d on 24 Hovember. A prisoner cartured by C Compiny on
the 26th stotod that be oz & member of the 4th Settolion, 95th “VA Regiment
which wzs loceted sovers) ‘dlomoters to the northwost. The 2/502 wos oriented
in that direction; Componyr A was liftod into the new cras. Attention wos
focused on on ore: of rupred revinos, ridres ond hecvy jungle northwest of
tho desertod vill:ge of Thu Tuen. B cnd C Comnrnies begen to swoen to the'
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north, whilo A Coupcny - nd the Racondo Force tlockad ~long ¢ stream in ¢
deep vrllsy Lo the e:st :nd northsast.

On the morning of the 30th, C Compeny contactec & carryiny party of Wi
soléiers, resulting in 1 enemy killed, 2 At-47's subncchineguns ond 1 82m
mortar coptureé., Documents centures infdiccted thet they wore mert of the
Hecvy Jort r Fl.toon of the §5th llorimant =nd ware trring to escade to the
cast., Other equipsent woez uncovered in o nesrby comrsite. On the ofter-
noon of 1 Decemder B Coupray c<optured one HVA who =2i¢ he wes from the 18th
Signal Company of the $5th Regiment.

On 2 Decemter lst Platoon, A Comwny c=bushed ¢ column ef NVA scldlers
trring to cross the stresn frou west to esst, resulting in 17 NVA Hlled
end ome c.otuveds 5 individucl we:-ons, one HFC-2 rociet liuncher, ond
three mnchinepuns were Lolen,

'On 2 Decenter the STRIIT FORCE wes orderec to ¢isploce £ll elemmnte to
Tuy Ho: in 2 hours and be jrevarad to wove by £irlift to Kontum Province.
On 3 Decemter A Comprny cné the Recondo: continued to moke comtact with
NVA uniis, restlting in S enomr killed (ad 5 we:pons captured. leverthe-
less, =11 units ¢is.ontimed operctions and converred on pickup zones.
The STRIKZ FORCE wrs axtrocted from the &0 on 4 December.

In Operction C RONIDD the 2/502 hed Eiled £3 NVANC soldiers tnud cope
tured 45, JTrudpent tolsa facluded 51 individurl weo ona, 17 machineruns,

3 S22 mortors with basenl-tes (two rdnua binods), 1 50mm morter, hupe quan-
tities of druvgs ~=d vedicel svoplies, lorge quontities of ammnition, 38
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hand grensdes, denclition oquisment, o wide v.riety of field equipment food-
stuffs cnd documents, Friendly cosuclties were 6 Idlled, 28 wounded,

The STRIXE FORCE closed into Tuy Hoc Base Conmp after 28 days in the
field, most of it cduring torrential uonsoon rzins, Equipment was prepered
for novement ond by 7 December the Bettelion hod been cirlifted to Kontum,
in the Centrcl Highlonds north eof Fleilu. A bose camp for the Bettolion

w>s established necr the zirstrip.

For the 3-ttelion's nart in Operation CZRONTID, the STRIE FORCE was
cited in o Brigode Cersral Order (G. 0, 1361, doted 11 December 1966) and
vas owarded the 1lst Brigcde "Operations Streazer", The cwrrd was presented
to the B-ttalion t Polci Mleng Specisl Forces Camy on 12 Decenber by
General Willion C. Westnorelond, Co monder of 21lied Forces in Vistnam,

The citetion rerd =8 follows:

"The 2d 3ettalion 502 Infomtry, 1st rizcde, 101lst Afir-
borne Division distinguishod itself %y outstending performonce in
cetion 2rolnst hostile forces in the vicinity of Tuy Hoc, Republic
of Vietnenm cduring Ooeration GERONI!D I from 6 Noveaber throush 4
Decenber 1966. On 9 November 1966 the Jcttolion conteocted elements
of the 5th Bottalion, 95th NVA Regiment -nd in - three day bottle
encircled thet unit cn? rendered it ineffoctive, During Oper-tion
GERONIMO I the Bottclion killed B3 of the enemyr ond contured 46
prisoners cnd 80 wesoons. The Covotion to duty, perseverence znd
outstanding perforw-nce in sction 2gainst hostile forces by mem-
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bars of the 24 Bsttclisn, 5024 Infontry cre in the highest tre-
ditions of the United Stotes irmy <nd roflsct grect crodit upan
themsolves, their unit, this Brigode, and the 1Jlst Lkirborme Di-

vigien."



Operction ¥ICITITT

On 9 Deconber the STRI'= FORCE wos moved =y convoy to Felei ITeng
Specicl Farces Comp, -bout 15 kiloooters west of Kontum City., On the ‘}
=orning of the 13th, the Battalion urs deployed by heliborme 2sacult in
an A0 edj-cent tn the Cambedian Border. The uission of the Battclien
wes ta detect infiltrotion routes :nd, if .ossible, NVA/VC treop con-
contrrtions in tho 2rea.

The croz showeé no signs of recent ensry pressncs or novement, and
cantocts with the eneiy” vore negligidle, The 2/502 returned to entun
boso cow for o ghort rost cduring tho Christzss "cccse fire® jeriod.

The sceand “ortion of Operction - ICIETT was begun on 27 Tecember
with = night ohlibapne 1 nfing into =n "0 northesst of lentun City.

This arco wes Jhor cterized Ly nuncrons unouy cou. sitos, ol Cercte
fartificctions, trodl natworks, rice coches oud booby trops, indicoting
thet VOAW:E forces had “cen using the ~ro” for sow timo,

Sovercl sncll contocts wore ncde befors 1 Januery 1667. The prin-
ciple strotegy of thc ensmy ¢ pecred to te fighting bricf delcying cctions
cnd avoid beco dng docisively engigod. On 28 Docenb.r B Comeny ldlled 2

VC. The -ftornoon of 31 Docombor, during the Now Ye:rs "Truco”, C Cov-
prny wos cttocled with 82 nerter cnd gwrll sr-s firs an thoir LZ, Op~-
arrtion :'ickott continuad without == jor cng 'gomont through 19 Janucry.



SUIIRY

During the yo.r 1966 tho STRIYE FORCE wrs on conbrt oporztions, or
conducting movooent to or from combst oncrotions for o1l but fwo w.oks
of the yecr.

As tho yoor cnded, the 2/502 hid not scen their bose coup ot Then
Renp for 114 nonths. During th-t 50 wocks of conbot over 800 snciy hod
boon lled, by cctucl body count. 178 prisoncrs of wor and 345 weooons
of ~11 tyses hod boon tolken, with vast stores of onemy suvplics. In-
countod munbars of suspects were sent to hishor hecdousrters for intor-
rof tion, "ny of which turnod out to be Viet Cong.

Under the guid-nce of Lt. Coloncl Henry E, Erers=on . nd It. Celonecl
Fr.onk 1, Districh the 2/502 const ntlv oxolored nmew toctics af werens
eloyont rith ~ viaw to weting ad So ting the ruerrills in his own
eleente The orvhosis v s merscsingly ploced on the rinedles of
stealth, cl=ncsstino ontry nnd nmovorent in puorrill--controled eroce
by 5721l closcnts, and ci loyunt of . nuaer of cseeptive tootics to
confuse the anery., Those "semi-puerrillo" toctics woro mricticod nd
impreved upon during the year 1966, The st tistics ~wassed by tho
Battclion “re on imressive testl ony to their =ffoctivencss.
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