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1 CTZ

Enemy activity was light until the night of 11 May when the enemy
conducted 92 indirect fire and 21 ground attacks. The majority were directed
against US military installations and troop units, Although indirect fire
attacks were experienced throughout the CTZ, all enemy-initiated ground attacks
oceurred in the southern three provinces. In the northern provinces, attacks-

py-fire remained at a relatively high level, totalling 70 for the remainder
of the month.

In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue, enemy activity continued to be primar-
ily in reaction to friendly operations., .

In western Thua Thien Provinces, friendly units engaged elements of the
29th NVA Regiment, identified by Pis and documents during Operation Apache
Snow. Documents from the 29th NVA Regiment reveal that the regiment reloc-
ated from South Vietnam to Quang Binh Province, North Vietnam, in July 1968
for replacements and retraining and returned to South Vietnam in February
1949, Its current mission is to protect supply depots and to restrict Allied
incursions in western Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue. On 20 May US and ARVN
slements occupied Hill 937 after overcoming stiff enemy resistance. The
enemy sustained over 600 KIA. Most of the casualties belonged to the 29th
NVA Regiment; its combat effectiveness was seriously reduced,

On 22 May, Fire Support Base Erskine received incoming enemy artillery
rounds. The enemy was unidentified, but they were probably elements of an
WA artillery regiment. This is the first use of tube artillery since Op-
eration Dewey Canyon in March.

In central I Corps, indications that the enemy was preparing for off-
ensive activity became available several days prior to 11 May. On 9 and 10
May, USMC elements near An Hoa cordoned a 400 to 600-man enemy force which
was moving north, There were 23 friendly KIA and 58 WIA, and the enemy lost
233 XIA and 5 PWs. The PiWs were from three NVA regiments. In the 11 enemy-
initiated ground attacks in the area on 11-12 May, PWs were captured who
{denti M5l the attacking forces as elements of an,NVA Sapper and a JC bat-
talion and the 36th NVA Regiment.

In southern I {;Tz significant enemy-initiated activity was limited to




the week of 11-17 May, in which a total of 37
initiated ground attacks occurred. The ground
around Tien Phuoc, Quang Tin Province, w

forces, There were 3 friendly KIA, 23 WIA.
and 2 Pis,

No major incidents occurred i
captured on 28 May confirmed the pi
Quang Ngai Province, :

During the last two week
activity was experienced th




civilians), and 87 houses destroyed, while the enemy suffered two KIA. The
enemy force was unidentified, but it may have been an element of a NVA sapper
pbattalion.

On 16 May, nine kilometers northeast of An Khe, US elements attacked an
unknown-sized enemy force, Friendly forces suffered 1 KIA, 12 WIA, while
the enemy had 13 KIA. The enemy forces were probably elements of the 18th
NVA Regiment. Most of the activity in the southern corps occurred on 11 and
12 May. The most significant action occurred on 12 May when the Song Mao
District Headquarters received 80 rounds of unknown-type mortar, followed
by a ground attack by an unknown-sized enemy force, On the same day, there
were two other contacts six kilometers southeast of Song Mao, There were
7 friendly KIA (two civilians) and 10 WIA (two civilians), and the enemy lost

20 KIA and 4 detained, PW statements identified the enemy force as a Main
Force battalion.

At the end of the month, enemy forces in the Ben Het-Dak To area did not
appear to be withdrawing despite their heavy losses,
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In III CTZ, enemy-initiated attacks increased to a moderate to heavy
level during the nights of 11 and 22 May. Elements of the 9th VC Division
remained deployed along the western Tay Ninh Province border; however, a
regimental resubordination was evident. Documents and PWs indicated that
the 88th NVA Regiment is now subordinate to the 9th VC Division, and the 273rd
VC Regiment has deployed to Chau Doc Province in IV CTZ., The 271st VC Reg=-
iment sustained heavy casualties in two attacks against ARVN positions in
southwestern Tay Ninh Province. The 272nd VC Regiment sustained light cas-
walties in a contact with US forces. One element of the 88th NVA Regiment
was contacted in Tay Ninh Province on 23 May.

The 1st NVA Division continued to operate in Tay Ninh Province. Elements
of the three 1lst NVA Division Regiments were identified in their usual areas
of operation.

A 7Tth NVA Division's regiment sustained moderate casualties during three
contacts in central Binh Long Province,

Elements of all three regiments of the 5th VC Division were deployed in
an area north of Xuan Loc in central Long Khanh Province. Sapper elements
from the three regiments and the division's sapper battalion were identified
in the 18 May attack on Allied positions in the Xuan Loc area, One of the
5th Division's regiments sustained heavy casualties during a series of con-
tacts and air strikes north to northeast of Xuan Loc.

In the subregions surrounding Saigon, enemy-initiated activity was at
series of contacts
in northern Hau Nghia Province in which 250 KIA.
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night defense 7 miles south of Katum in Tay Ninh l'roﬁ.nca receives

a ground attack frem an unknown size Nerth Vietnamese Army force.

An unreperted number of enemy penetrate the perimeter but are driv-
en eut, One-hundred ﬂ.nd ene enemy are killed. 0 o - .

- President Nixen neminates Major General Melvin Zais for promo wotien to
Iieutenant General and anneunces he will succeed Lieutenant Genersl
R.G. Stilwell as XKIV Corps commander. . . .
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1 R.E. Haines Jlas CINCUSARPAC, arrives 1n Visuuom a-=
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sident
COMUSMACV departs for Washington for consultation with Pre
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_ Elements of the 3%th ARVN Ranger Battalion and 21st AR‘-FNARmH'lE:rin
Battalion are attacked by an enemy force 11 miles NE of ni el
Quang Nam Province, Enemy losses are 116 killed, one deta ged,

19 weapons captured. Friendly losses are 6 killed, 15 wounded.

An element of the 3rd Brigade, lst Cavalry Division {Air'mobilal' in
night defense at a fire support base 1k miles SE of Katum in Tay
Ninh Province receives more than 200 rounds of 82mm mortar and 107rm
rocket fire, followed by 2 ground assault by an unknown size enemy
force. Some of the enemy penetrate 2 portion of the perimeter but
are killed or repulsed. Seventy-two enemy are killed.

A\ mechanized infantry element of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Divis-
ion, engages an estimated enemy battalion while sweeping 4 miles NW
of Tan An in leng An Province. The troopers are supported by heli-
copter gunships, artillery, and tactical air, Enemy losses are: 83
killed, and 18 weapons captured.

Flements of the 3rd Regiment, lst ARVN Infantry Division, find 71.6
ton cache 30 miles SE of Khe Sanh, It includes one 122mm howitzer,
20 tons of mixed small arms ammunition, eight 60mm mortars, eight
Molotova trucks, 50 bicycles, and 78 individual weapons,

Elements of the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, make t
with an unknown size enemy force in fortified pnsit{ons 9 I?Jimll.e:c!t&E

of Trang Bang in Hau Nghia Province, killing 50 e
26 weapons. Friendly losses are 3 e & nemy, and capturing
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The Gevernment ef Vietnam announces that a 24-hour cessation of oper-
ations commenced at 0600 hours.

The 6th Battalien, 77th Artillery, which turned its equipment over to
the ARVN on 26 April, is deactivated,

The Gevernment ef Vietnam announces that the 2L-hour cessation of
offensive operations terminates. A total of 158 incidents (85 sig-
nificant) are recorded during this peried.

The National liberation Front announces L8-heur ceasefire terminated
at 0700 hours,

Regienal Ferce elements, supported by U.S. helicopters, attack an
estimated enemy cempany 9 miles NW of Kien Binh in Kien Giang Pro-
vinece, killing 45 enemy and suffering ne casualties.

Elements of the 2nd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, engage an unknown
size enemy force 6 miles NW of Plei Mreng, killing 88 enemy.

Operation SPEEDY EXPRESS terminates. It commenced 1 December 1968.

U.S. military strength in the Republic of Vietnam is 538,500.
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