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Sfars Flank Stars

‘ol Lawrence L. Mowery, South Gale, Calif., vommander of the 3rd Brigade (lefl), and L{. Col

vasid E. Grange, Richmond Hill, N.Y., commander of the 2ad Bn. (Abn), 502ad Inf., Mank
l ‘\i. Barsanti, after the dnwicn eam&ﬂer decorated them wiith Bilver Siars and Air Medals with
for heroie aetions nesr Blen Hoa recently

{U.B. Army Pholo)

Maj,

1st Bde
Topples
70 Enemy

SONG BE — Paratrocpers af
. the 1st Brigade launched Opera-
{lon San Angelo here Jan. 19
‘and killed 70 enemy in two
'i_ﬁ:eka of light to moderale con.

.

Twenty-lnree ®nemy were
killed in lve separate contacts
by members of B Troop., 2nd
Sadn.  {Abnj, 17th Cav., who
also captured six AK47's, two
racket launchers, one light ma-
chine gun and three pistols.

The cavalrymen killed 11 VC
in a night ambush
nine more were when
paratroopers set up b-nclﬂ'ng
positlons south of Phuoe Binh,

The ambush fdrce was led by
Staff Sgt. Delbert Mulvaney,
Bethany, Mo.

“We were sbout 10 meters off
& trall when the VC came to-
ward us,” sald Muivaney,

SgL. John Nerris, Benham.

Gen.

Currahees Kill Over 150 Reds

Screaming Eagle division base

BIEN HOA — Paoratroopers of
e Ind Bn. (Abm), 308th Inf
illed more than 150 enemy in
wo days of bitler fiabling with-
y sight of the division head-

camp.

parters here as the Commu  said L.
ists tried to cverrun ihe Blan  Chattanoo
oa military Instaliation. er of A

The "Cyrrahees” of the 3rd
rigade were  helilifted here
‘om Phuoc Vinh and were In
wtact with the enemy 97 min-
tes after arriving at the

“We started our sweep right
ouiside the gate and killed 18
¥C in the frst few minutes,”
Ronaid

tinuous coniact from 1 p.m. o
7 p.m. that Arst day.”

Darnell said every man out
there was a hero

He (old

uipment
H. Darnell. s
, Tenn., command-
“We were in con- David E.

Grange,
Hill, N.Y.,

of a ':ergaant who  said.

killed 13 Viet Cong as
charged across a dry ries pad.

A medic had his web gear and
blown away by a
grenade, but he never faitered.
Battallon commander, Li. Col.
Richmond

praised his com-
mand for their victory in de-
feating the insurgent force.
‘Thuy were magnificent,”
magnificenti™

TT{ triggeced the claymore
mine,
“When the ciaymors wenl off
4 Viet Cong jumped Into my
tion,” recaiied Pfe. Edward
eman, Oklahoma Clty, “I hit
the YC wilh my grenade launch-
er and he fell back inta the
iilling wone. I fired my clay:
more and fal!&weé up with
grenades and M.i8
Ple. Walter Windnﬂr. Garden
City, Mich., saw Seeman strike
the enemy whe jamped him, I
know he was

3en, Westmoreland:

.. All The Enemy Were Killed

SAIGON «~ Cne aof the mos! dramatic
atiles of the Tet holiday witnessed a
\atoon of paratrocpers from the 10lst Air-
orne Divisien ucting 2 combat assault
n the roof of the U.8. Embassy hers to
dnforce Marines and Military Police in
uelling an enemy attack.

The paratroopecs from C Co. 1st Bn.
Abn). 50Ind Inl. ware credited with nine
[ the 18 insurgents killed on the embassy
rounds,

Maz, Hillel Schwartz, Tacoma. Wash.,
ssistant division Inteiligence officer, led the
eliborne securlly mission aided by Capt.
ohn Speedy. Arlington, Va., C Co., com-
rander, and platoon lesder Robert Bell,
ecksonviile, Fia.

After Janding on the embassy roof,
thwarlz left one man as security and
nother as a guide for Be!ll and his platoon
ho were enroute.

{-Ie instructed Spledy to insure that the
atoon search every room and cubicle, pom
Heurity on each fMloor and establish & perim-
't in the courtyard,

Schwartz then eniered the Ath floor of
e lmbasq where he waiked inside the
BVRIGr and oushed the httan ine nan.etan

descent to the first foor,

With his 318 rifle poised. he stepped out,
opened the door of the embassy proper and
saw bullet holes “all over the place.”

“1 found a marine sergeant and told him
I had assumed control,”" he said.

“There's a lot of out there,” the
sergeant answered, gesturing with his weap-
on toward the courtyard. He did not know
how many.

Schwartz slipped through the door into
the courtyard, where he saw MP's pursuin

Viet Cong dressed in clvilian ciothes an
carrying AK-T assault rifles.

“A VC on my lelt ed flre from a
consulate house,” he sald. *“Then a window
opened on the top Moor and & man yelled
he didn't have a we .

“An MP heaved a .48 automatic up to
him and I pitched him a few hand grenades.
The MP also managed 1o get a proteclive
mask up to the window and the rest of us
started throwing tear gas intas the room
where we saw the VC les.

Schwartz and two MP's eniered
bullding

Ws heard firing upnmru " he sald. “An

AW fivad & hurer and s whate fram

the

a 48"
Heaching the second floor landing, the
three soidlars saw the VC dying. The man
who had been tossed the Mum :md in
u:e Ml.lwas‘ pistol in hand
§ay the man said, ° mimmm
Schwarts returned (o ihe courtyard.
"naro were dead VO all over the place,”
he recalled.

He instruciad the MP's 16 securs the
consulate house, place two guards on each
VC body and bring caplured dotuments and
weapons 10 his command post in the main
enirance of Lhe embassy.

Additlonal guards from the parairooper
platogn begen 10 secure the ares.

“General Wastmoreland arrived and I sc-
eom nied him in an inspection of the court-

= Schwtz n.id “Minetesn bodles
ﬂum the

Later Am udnr Elisworth Bunker ar-
rived and told Schwartz he was pleased
with the wey the mission had been accom-
plished.

Schwarta turned the securlly over (o a
"«hﬂm caplain and walked into the am.

1tum and

Crush Tet Attacks
On Three Fronts

BIEN HOA—With lightning quick
paratroopers of the 101st Airborns
than 200 enemy Jan. 31 and Feb, 1 as the Screaming
anla crushed a Tet attack aimed st over-running the

military installation here, the U.S. Embassy in Saigon
-md in the Song Be area of Operation S8an Angelo.

aggressiveness,
ion killed more

Screaming Eagles of the ind
Ba. {(Abn.}, 508th Inf., com.
manded by Li. Col. David E.
Grange, Richmond Hill, N.Y.,
killed over 100 enemy In @ seven-
hout battle Jan. 31 which began
when the 'Currehees’ conducted
a combat assault {rom Phouc
Yinh 1o the division bhase camp
neVE,

WEAPONS COUNT
Paratroopers of the i0lst
Airborne Divisien captured
the following enemy weap-
ons im eontacts Jaa. 31-
Feb. L:
38 AK4T agssaalt rifles
12 RPG-3 type hazookas
7 RPD light machine guns
§ M2 carbines
§ RPG-TV type hazookas
2 K-30 sub-machine guns
1 Chinese-Communist mas”
chine guas
% Heavy machine guns
127 oam
2 M-L rifles
2 (:tﬁnmt'nmmuuisl pis-
£y

: 1 # mm mortar
1 M-7§ grenade launcher

One of the mast dramatic bat-
ties was fought by members of
the 3rd Plat, Co, C, 1st Bn.
{Abn.y, Sidnd Inf. when they
responded o a 3algon reguest
dor reinforcements. at the U.S.
Embassy,

Maj. H. “Gus" Schwarlz,
Tacoma, Wash., Capt.
Speedy, .-u"unatnn, va.,
mander of C Co., and plaloom
jeader Li. Robert Bell, Jackson-
ville, Fla., ook a 35-man reac-
tion ferce and made a combat
assault on the rool of the em-
bassy.

The platoon alded military
police in searching and securing
the embassy. The paratroopers
were ¢redited with killing nine
of the 19 insurgents who entered
the embassy courtyard.

The heaviest engagement here
was lought between the 101st
Alrborne Divislon headguarters
arem and the Long Binh Post
where paratroopers killed 108
enemy Jan. 31 and another 38
Insu ta dled Feb. 1 as the
4nd Ba, (Abn), 308th Inf. mop-

-Alp resistance in the Bien

o Area,

The aitack began when Com-
munist mortar and rocket fire
struck the Bien Hoa Alr Force
Base at § a.m. Fifteen minutes
later two or three mortar rounds
fell on ihe division perimeter,
Another round struck the roof of
an administrative ballding, but
falled to empiode. The round
penetrated the roofl and sirueck
a fNilng cabinet In the office,

Divigion = commander, 5
Gen. O.M. Barsantl flew re
pestedly over the hattlefleld
maintaining  surveillance and
directing the assault on the
Communist {orces. He frequent-

ordered his command hell-
copter close to the ground and
piaced machine gun [ire on the
eitecking enemy. At lesst iwo
VC kills wers credited 1o the
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C urr;rhee Cfeﬁred

Troopers of the 20d Be. (Aba}, 306tk Tal. erect a road siﬁ’l‘%mnm

Mamhol

the spening.
Highway 1A north uf Phuoe Vinh they cleared during a re&e:ﬁ operation. The mﬁua hi heen closed

to traflle since 1954

8. Army Photo)

| Screaming Eagle Briefings

messages (rom :reai distances,”
said Spec. 5 Bod Hubernak.
Housten, Tex.

Hubernak and the other men

Find Rice Store

Elements of the 2nd Ba.. 30sl
Inf.. (Abn). uncovered 2,500

pounds of unpolished rice here
recently when the paratroopers
surprised & Viet Cong resupply
force near the Ind Brigade base
CHMP.

Two gunships, accompanying
Co. D and the battailen recons
naissance platoon, [ired wupon
some Viet Cong near the cache
before the paratroopers arvived.

In moments the troopers
searched the area and dis
covered 30 callber ammunition,
one AK4T asssult rifle, in addi.

tion to llems of clothing and per-

sonal belongings.

Capl. Bobble Lay, Henrlella,
Okla.. battalion intelligence of-
ficer, said “Evidently there was
a group of Yiet Cong out thers
probably acting as a resupply
source lor a larger size cnemy
unit”

Mule Talks

Paratrocpers of the Ind Bn.
iAbn), ﬁllist Inf. have a valua-
ble mascot named “Francis, The
Taiking Mufe.”

‘mule’ s a Y-ton wtility
“hids worth $38,000

The highpriced ‘“bemat of
burden carries radic equtpmm
uied for commu.nlrnuum
twesn i;r!gxde and hattalion
comman

“In ,mr"' tmospheric condi-

tions, Francis can receive radio

from the battallon communica-
tions platoon give Francis his
talking capability.

A horse, or rather a mule shoe
hangs on the side of the vehicie
for goed luck.

Predicts Future

.After his monumental effort
against Lew Alcindor and UCLA,
the University of Houston's Eivin
Hayes sat Dnri?afuaemit&gn
basketball wo!

Deep in a Vielnamese jungle
5,000 miles away, Elvin's broth.
er-in-law, Capt. Aloyalus Oreen.
housa, Marksville, La.. chuck.
led: “He'll probably hold out for
& bigger bonus from 1he pros:™

Greenhouss heard sbout the
game during = search and de
stroy mission against a sus-
pected Viet Cong base cmw
northwest of here. Hs
mands D Co., 1st Ba. {Mm}'
$02nd Inf. of the Ind Bri

“When I met my wife amy
Elvin was s1ill in hégh school,”
Capt. Greenhouse said. “One
day she brought me home to
meet her ‘Hitle' brother.”

Hayes stands 89",

“Elvin was never a du-hakjt}!
violet,” Greenhouse adde
“When ha wes just u kid he pre.
dicted he would be an All-Amer.
ican, and he was right.”

Smﬁsam

The m?«a i on oulhortien
st Alrbarne i,
this pubicotion ore net

Commanding General .
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Officer
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Hamlet Aided

Civil affairs temms from the
Glst Airborne Division's artil.
lery headquariers are heiping
the residents of Dal An hamlet
remodel their schos! and civie

“We have palnted the schosl
and uifice sng‘hsﬂp!d repair the
roofs.” sald Capt. Gerald B.
Forrest, !-Iarﬁmm Maina, “Our
next job is 1o mmiruct & gate
for the schoolvard and help the
citizens pour 8 cement floor in
the hamlel office.”

Civle Improvement projecis
are accomplished primarily by
the hamlet residents with sup-
{les and techanical assistance
urnished by members of the di-
vision artllery.

Link with Home

Troopers at Bcam: Be will soon
be able to place phone calls to
l.?at mm bg} short-wave radio

fitary  Alfilisted
%3}';&11: {MARS]).
ter Sgt. Bobby P. Younk-
er, Fayetteville, Pa., sald, “The
b st problem mnszmcuns a
3 station in the fleld 1s
ting the 25-foot tower up. W aa

tha station is complele it will be

moblle &nd can be moved to
wherever the troops are located."”

‘bacome so confldent you

By MG 0. M. BARSANTI

Twe months ago, when I told General Westmoreland that the
181st Alrborne Division was here and ready for combat, we em-
burked on several missiona and accomplished them in a profes-
stenal manner.

Your incountry training wes rapid, but thereugh. Your eager-
ness 1o search out and destroy the enemy has earned the 101st Air-
berne Division proud honors. You have fought and defested the
enemy day and night in the jungle, rice paddies—even at the door-
step of the U.S, Ewbassy in Saigon. You are becoming experts in
night and day ambushes.

* However, previous vietories in combat must nol cause you Lo
forget the basie fundamentals that paved
sour victory—all aroumd security, maximum use of cover and
conceaiment, aveiding the tendency to bunch up, and taking im.
maculate care of individusl and crew-served weapons.

It you ignore any owe of these maxims. you not only fail vour
individual responsibility, but your responsibitity to vour unit. This
means the other men In the unit who dapend on you for security,
strength, and uitimate success that comes from disctplined. profes.
sional leamwork.

The most important atiribute of a soldier Is constant vigiance,
1o be always ready for and capable of responding correctly 1o any
given situallon-—the first time,

Success in combat requires confidence In yourself, your weapons
and your fellow soldiers. Abuse ér ignore any one of these requlre-
ments, and the misslon fails,

Take advantege of lessons learned, Critique each speration, ne

matter how small. Stress the techniques vyou are proving to be
successiul,

Stay alert and continue to demonsirate that the 181st Airborne
Division 1s indeed capable of victory in any mission,

3rd Bde Trio

Cited for Valor
By MG, Barsanti

PHOUC VINH — ’ﬂree mm
Alrorne Division paratronpers
were decorated for valor here
recantly when division com-
mander Maj. Gen. 0. M. Bar-
sant! pinned the medals on an
officer and lwo non-commis.
sioned officers of the Ird Bri-
gade’'s “Phaniom Force."

Capt, Fred Crepeau, Oclanda,
Fla.. and Sgl. Larry Hall, Lan-
caster, Calif., received Silver
Stars. The Bronze Star for Valor

was presenied to Staff Sgt. Fred
Balley, Clarksville, Tenn.

Crepeau. who received the
&Evsr Star and three Bronie
Stars in two previous lours with
Epecial Forces and the 173rd
Alrborne Brigade, was cited for
regcuing & wounded paratroop-
er and braving enemy flra to
direct alr and lrl!.lluy sirikes
mgainst fortified enemy posi-

Rall, a medic, though wound-
ed in the leg, refused 1v he
evacuated,

“He dashed 50 meters through
a hail of enemy fire to treat
wounded men,” recailed Lt
Floyd Davis, Auburn, Ala.
“When the medivac chopper
landed, Hall refused to leave,
insisting he must remain with
his platoon. He had to be physi-
cally placed on the helicopter
and ordered out of the ares.”

Bailey, serving as a platoon
sargeant, was exposad to ene-
my fire and booby traps while
directing his platoon in a re-
cent mission. By his personal
courage and bravery he insured

[ELY] slon was ac-
complish

The three wers the first para.
troopers cited for wvalor in the
!m:l m—t;m slnca arriving in

Computer

BIEN HOA — The computer
does not make the Army any
less human, claims WO Eari F.
Roberts, Wickenburg, Ariz., da-
ta processing chisf the 101st
Alr Division.

“It's marely a tool that works
for man,” he said as he stood
in ® maze of machines and IBM
cards.

“Speed Is the big advaniage.”
he axplalned. * machines,
for instance, could secreen all
the division’s riflemea in an
hour. To do this by hand muld
take ail day and probably be
less mcourate.”

Pulls Quick Check

Each man in the division is
represanted three IBM
cards. One shows his status, an-
olher his qualifications. A third
card tells when he is due for
such things as physical exami-
nations and service awards.

“Most of the information is
taken [rom mnrn}ni‘gﬁ reporis and

special orders,’” Roberts
said.
The dais is converted into

computer Innxuas- by a manual
key punch. second machine
insures thet the holes in the
cards are compatibie.

From hers ihe cards are run

through = sorter, which can [lle
H'M’l’l;,l alphabetically or numesi:
cally.

A machine called a colialor
can mix the files according
more then one [actor, such as
age and rank

Still another machine special.
lees in translating the holes
back into Englsh.

The computer {tsell-—a Univac
1008 [l—can produce a written
report at the rate of 8§00 lines
8 minute. The only thing holding
it back is the fact that it must
walt for man to teil it what o
do.
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NVA Battalion C d

PHUOC VINH —~ A North ner, Pfe. Dwight J. Taylor, man got away,” said Staif Sgi.

Vietnamese Army bettalion Sallsbury, Md., opened wup,” Charles C. Sanders, Evansville,

commander and his bodyguard Helmly said. Ind., a squad leader with the

Gallantrf Cited

Maj. Gen. 0.M. Barsantl, commander of the ifist Airboroe Divi

sion, decorates Pfe Dwi
Silver Star at the 8izd

medal citing his rele in & recent B
action which killed an ememy hatialion commasder.

t J. Tayler, Salisbury, Md., with the
cacuation Hospital,
Ca., 3rd Bo. {Abn), 137th {olanicy

Taylor received ihe
Taylor, a

machine gunner, sustained minor woeunds (o the aciion,
{USA Photo by Spec. 4 Roger Downs}

were killed recently In an am-
bush by $rd Brigade paratroop-
ers about seven miles from
here.

“They were talking, laughing,
joking and wers very close to-
gether,” said Lt James R,
Helmly, Savannah, Ga., leader
of the rifie piatoon which
sprang the ambush afler &
m;htdm;s wait.

Col. Lam Hiep, sn NVA
battsiiam commander and Viet
Cong political figure in the 1
Corps area north of 3aigon, sand

odyguard armed with an
AKAT automatic rifle were cut
down by a 20-second burst of
machine gun fire. A third ene.
my soldier escaped.

The ambush force - three
squads from B Co., 3ctd Bn,
(Abn), 187Tth Inf. — thought the
trio  comprised nothing more
than gn NVA forward observer
team uniil the bodies were ex-
amined.

Hiep, apparently on a recon
nalssance mission, was carry-
ing an aitacha case which con.
tained documentis and ather val
uables, according to Helmly.

“When they were about 13
meters away, our machinegun-

Platoon Sweeps VC

PHOUC VINH — “Thers are
suspected Viel Cong positions
near the rubber plantation you
are 1o sweep' was the briefing
received by Platoon Lesder Li.
Douglass L. MacClung of Red
Bluff, Catllf.

Before the day was over, he
and his squad from C, Co. 3rd
Bn., 187th Inf. (Abn), were io
{ind this was an understatement.

The squad of paratroo
from the 10lst Alrborne
sion’s  drd lm ade proceeded
through a rubber plantation
along lhe Sonz Be River, south
af their hase camp al Phouc
Vinh,

As the ''Rakkasans™ crossed
a creek, thay began [ollowin
& trail that was more oflen ﬂse&
than the ones they had
following The men tlensed
sughtly and clicked their M.18's
te a sémi-sutomatie fire posi-
on.

Suddenly -the trail widened
inio a ‘.mmni and exposed a
hut from whi
darted into the thick jungla. The
paratreopers were unable (o
fire in dme. H

‘Careful examination reveal
ed a ien-fool tunnel that was
six-feet deep and capable of
holding a fire team of five
men,” MacClung said.

Spurred on by this discovery,
the “Rakkasans” moved down
the trail. Two hundred meters
farther. another fresh trail
Branched into it. The sguad held
up whiie point men Pfe. Thomas

Terry, Uniontown, Ky., and
Prc Robert F. Ballard. 'Huuswn,
Tex., went 10 investigate.

The 1wo soldiers got the sur-
prise of thelr lives as they
rounded & bend in the trail. Less
than 58 meters in front of them
sat a lone Viet Cong in the
process of cleaning his carbine.
AS they fired, he bolted for the
iafety of the dense jungle.

The point men heid their po-
sitiony a3 the rest of their squad
ran up e meet them. They
searched the area and found a
more elaborate bunker svstem
concealing pistol belt, eight

a small {igure

hand grenades, several clips of
T.62 rile ammunition, 306
pounds of rice and two 60.mili-
meier mortar rounds.

One of the bunkers contalned
a table with cooking utensils and
apoeared 10 be a crude mess
hall. They found 300 pounds of
rice, three bombs and an old
French carbine.

Again the squad of paratroop-
ers proceeded miong the tratl
and came upon what MacClun
deseribed as a batlallon-siz

Base

“There was a bunker 56 me-
ters long, ten melers wide and
eight feet deep,”” MacClung
said. “There were also three
staff bunkers around the large
one.’

The squad quickly searched
the smaller stafl bunkers and
grabbed all the documents they
could find.

*"Then," lau MacClung,
“we got out of there but fast.
before a large number of oc
cupants returned.”

The paratroopers lay silent in
their positions for more than
ten hours before the amhush
was iriggered tha sight of
the laughing, ta]’!':ms ers.

Facing down the trm.l on each
end of the ambush was a clay-
more mine almed to cut down
any elements trmelin; 1w the
!mnk or rear of the main force,

I don't know how the third

ambush force,

“He ran right out of his sam
dals, We were firing all around
him, and about 25 meters down
the trail we found his right san.
I‘ilié But he got away,” Sanders

said.

The ambush was not without
cost, One U.S. paratrooper died
in the brief encounter, Another
was wounded,

New ADC Arrives
To Lead Support

BIEN HOA -—-Brig. Gen. Rl
chard J, Allen, Byron, Ga., new-
by assigned assistant division
commander for suppori opera-
tions, is no siranger to the 101st
Airborne Division.

Allen served with the 30lat
Parachute Infaniry Regiment,
181st Alrborne Division, as a
company commander, regiment-
al operations officer, battalion
commander and regimental ex-
ecutive officer during World War
IX:

The masier parachutlst par.
ticipated in the airborne assaults
into France and Holland and
fought throughout Europe with
the Screaming Eagles.

Following World War IT, Allen
was the regimental operatlons
officer and a baltaiien com-
mander for the 187th Parachute
Infantry Regimeni, 11th Alr-
borne Division, in Japan and
later at Fort Campbeil.

For 13 months during 198384,

base camp.

Waist Deep

Sgi. Pepite Rivers, (left) Brooklyn, moves (o aid fellow paratroopers Spee. 4 Theedore J. Masle, Chi
cage, and Ple. Frank Major, Curunde, C.Z., cressing a swamp soutdeast of Phuoe Vioh Waiting to
help is Spec. 4 Louis E. Davis, Brooklyn. All are members of C Co., 1st Ba. (Abn), 506t Iaf,

{USA Phete by Spee. 4 Charles Smith)

-5

he commanded ihe 506th Infan-
iry Batte Group which became
the Ird Brigade of the 10st Air-
borne Division at Fort Campbell.

Leaflets
Guide
The Way

PHOUC
“Chieu Hoi"

VINH — 4 trail of
ieaflets advertizsing
the “‘open arms’’ program for
Viet Cong defeciors recentiy led
& 10lst Airborne Division am-
bush patrol to safely following
a fire fight near here.

An element of the 3rd Bri-
gade's A Co.. dnd Bn. (Abn),
S08th Inf. moved 1o set up night
ambush positions alang the Song
Be River.

“We heard the Viet Cong ialk-
ing and digging holes before we
reached thae river bank,"” said
Sgt. Thomas A. Jones, Detroit.

The paratroopers deployed
and machine gunner Plo. Robert
Drayton, Fort Plerce, Fia,
opened [ire,

“I fired about 104 rounds and
saw twe VC fal before they
started firing back with A
7', Drayton said. “The ene-
my fire intensifled and Jones
ordered us into a tight defensive
position.”

Some of the paratroopers sus-
teined wounds In the contact
and Jones decided to go to the
battalion {ire base and get rein-
forcements.

Insuring hiz men ware in the
mast secure position available,
Jones sll into the darkness
toward fire base,

“Y noticed Chieu Hol lesflets
our forces had dropped in the
arsa earller and decided to use
them 1o mark my trail back to
the men,” Jones recalled. "1
picked up the leailets and posted
them on trees every 28 or 30
maters,"”

Moments before Jones re
turned, enemy f[ire forced the
mtmnper patral o withdraw

n better t.lnn Pie. John

Hart, 2 took charge

ami ‘said he :mad the lesflets

Jones had ted o guide the
to safer ground.

Thirty minutes Ister. Jones
returned with a platoon of pars-
troopers to reinforce his patroi.
Quickly they bandaged their
wounded and evacuated them
to safety.
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Vietnamese Sgt Explains Phuoc thwf

v 8P4 Dean Philll
PHLOC VINH = When Purs-
troopers of the 1l0lst Airborne

Division’s Third Brigade arrived
to &2t up their base camp here,
the Sereaming E.gim WErE cur-
ious about the bust of Maj.

guyen Mink Meng which

*srrix In the cowuw ‘sf the
MACY compound.

The paratroopers Jurtosity
led them to ARVN Sgt. Nguven
Ba Glao, who hes served many
vears hera and now is altached
3 the brigade.

‘in 1860, Maj, Mang was ap-
polnied provinca chief ol Blinh
ﬁmmg Provinca. He guickly won
the admiradon and respect of
hoth viliager and saoldier
Through iheir associstion. Maf.
Mang and Sgt. Gias became
very cisse friends,

“Vary sarly oo the momning
of Aug. %, 1862, a Viet Cong
regiment lgunched an attack
againgt our losullon here.

Surviving the initial asssuvilt,
Maj Mang, 3gt. Giso and three
other soidiers ran o the tower

of the headquarters buliding and
with three machina guns fought
off wave after wave of attacking
anemy.

Ag the battle raged, tha [ive
soldiers in the tower could see
the Communists siaughtering
the villagers, women and chil-
dren inciuded.

“Maf. Mang realized our situ-
atlon and knew he had to call
for heip” Sgt. Gias continued.
“We sl knew he could not cross
the eoutt yard alive. 1 pleaded
with him not 10 go."

"Somehaw, ha mana
reach tha lelephone and com-
sleted the call 1o Saigon, but as
he raced beck across tha court
yvard, he was cut down by a
score of Viet Cong gunners. The
YV beheaded our major and el
his body on the steps of the
buiiding.

Sgt. Giao 3aid the battle last-
ed 40 hours and tha sight of
thelr lezsder's body inspived
them o Hght harder.

“Finglly, South Viethamese
Rangers, summoned by Maj.

andmark

Mang, hroke through and drove
off the Viet Cong,'' the sargeant
concluded.

Since that day, Sgt. Glan has
bean [fighting ‘o avenge tha
death of his commander. He hag
worked with several MACV and
Special Porces teams and the
1st Infantry Division.

“Sgt. Giae has been woundad
siv times and decorated with
many fmedals,” sald Capt. David
Brewster, Arvansas Cily. Kan.,
senfor MACV adviser (o Phu
Gias Distriet.

M-M-M-M Good!

A Vieloamese boy uses a knife for a

of chickes and rice.

The meal, one ol

tpoon as he digs ioto a meai
several varieties issued to

combai iroops of the 101si Airborne Division, was given the lad by

o para

during pre-Tet sweeps near

r from ihe 3rd Brigade’s 2nd Bn.
Binh My,
1Photo by Spec, 4 Michael Sugar)

{Abn), 306th Inf.

Black Angels Zap 14
In First Combat Try

BIEN HOA—The “Biack An-
gels” of Co. B fire teams A and
B of the I0ist Alrborme Divi-
sion’s aviation battalion killed
14 VC in their first week of
combat support since arriving
in Vietnam.

Chaplain Aids
New Mother

BIEN HOA~A routine drive
from Cu Chi to the 101st Alr-
borne Division base camp here
turned out to be a startlin
perience for division artillery
chaplain (Maj.) Billy W. Libby,
Dumn, Tex., recently.

“My driver and I passed the
Cu Chi bridge which wnazm-d
ed by MP's,” said Libby. *About
four miles down the road we saw
& Vietnamese vehicle had broken
down along side the road.”

Libby noticed a young Viel-
namesa woman lying beside the
car and he ordered his driver,
Pfc. Benjamin Torres, Monte-
bello, Calll, to stop.

The woman was In child birth.

“As soon as T saw what was
hnpmnm . I sent Torres back
to the MP's to request a me-
devac." sald the chaplain, *'By
this time some older women de.
livered the newborn btb} boy
and began cleaning him.”

\Ilnuiu later a helicopter ar-
rived [rom the Second Brigade's
base camp and carried the moth-
er and her new son to a Cu
Chi MNeld hospitai.

Eleven of the kills came while
wppuning ground operations of
the 3rd Bn. (Abn.), 187Tth Inl.
in War Zone D,

“We got a call when another
supporting aviation unmit's gun-
ships expended their ammuni-
tion and the men on the ground
needed continuous support."” sald
WO Clyde 0. Wilburn, Birming.
nam, Ala. “We were on target
ten minutes later. The [nfantry
troops told us the nex: day we
were credited with 11 kills.”

In snother action. the “Black
Angels” were called to help

an enemy attack against
an ARVN Ranger camp north-
east of here,

“Oyr gunships blasied the tar-

area for 30 minutes.” sald
r0. Wililam E. Whitlaker,
Fayetteville, N.C. “"We raced
gver to the Song Be aufleld, re
fueled, armed and resumed the
attack. That was the shortest
amgunt of ground time ['ve ex-
perienced. crews were gut-
standing.”

Ground observers cenfirmed
three VC killed by the “Black
Angel” gunners and reported
large pools of biood sround the
ranger camp.

WO Leon P. Morrls, Ma-
gucketa, Towa, pralsed his crew
chiel and door gunnecs for their
professional real and teamwork,

Spec. 4 Willlam Burress,
Granite City, Ill., is WO Maorris’
crew chief and Specs, 4 Charles
D. Bartlett. Rockland, Masa.,
arnd George C. Gaston, Akron.
Ohie. are the zunners.

Ist Bde Officer Receives
$100 Suggestion Award

PHAN RANG—Asx a profect
afficer for the M.72 Anti-Tank
Weapon (LAW). Capt. Peter 8.
Reinhart, Hazelion, Pa. felt a
chenge could improve the weap-
on, He submitted his Idea under
the Suggestion Awards program
a{mﬁds walted. That was in March,
1

In January, 1988, Reinhart,
now eommanding Headquarters
Co. of the 1st Brigade, received

a $100 Buggestion Award Cartifi-
cate and a Lelter of Commends:
tlon  from  the United States
Army Infaniry School at Ft.
Ben*mg Ga; His suggestion had
been accepted and utilized on
the weapon,

“1 was surprised,” said Rein.
hart. “It had been more than
two-and-a-hall vears. ! had al-
most forgotten about it.”

Heinhart's idea, stemmed

District Honors 101st
In Pre-Tet Festival

CONG THANH-With scores
of Republic of Vielmam FPags
I'ying and ﬁnr.ands of flowers
decorating courtyard here,
officiais or this Blen Hoa district
capital pald tribute to the 101st
Alrborne Divislon during a re-
cent pre-Tet festival and saluted
the Bereaming lek for s.hE'IP
henevelence In alding this dis
trict of 23,000 persons,

Captain Vu Van Tuyen, ARVN
district chief, told an audience
of 500 that his district faced the
new year with confidence of
progress because of the many
joint activitles pursued by the
{jetna'neu and the can
airborne division,

On behalf of Maj. Gen. O.M.
Barsantl, commander of the

ist Alrborne Dtnninn. ?
was presented to a;st. Va
Tuyent by divisien givil n{fmrz
officer Lt. Col. Roy K. Willlams.
Fletcher, Okla.

In his address, {:wt Van
Tuyen recounted ihe joy as-
suctaléd with the cbservance of
Tet, but noted the plessure of
the occasion was ditinished by
tha war which has denied the
Vietnamese gpeople the totai
family reunion inherent in the
holiday’s traditlon. He said he
shares with gll Vietnamess the
hope for pesgce in this new year.

The Testlval was highlighted
with a fAreworks display and

dinner. Entértalnment was pro-
vided by elamentary school chil
dren of the district who present.

Irom the need for a range de-
termination device far t
.developed weapon.
Stadia lines which are
mast other anti-tank
he developed the device which
wa§ eventually adopted #n ihe

AL,

"We needed 2 means b
ta determine sange be
*'fmx:mztm offgative ra'gz\ of '!-e

wagpon,” Reinhart sxplained,
“After conducting a series of
tesis we decid that Stadia

iines were the anhdwer.’

San Angelo...

{Conlinved From Page 1}
down,"

in the second majsr contact,
cavalrymen commanded by Lt.
Grady Robinson, Overland,
Ohio, used armored personnel
carriers to biock enemy escape
routes from Phuoc Binh, a vil-
tage under attack by VC lorces

South Vietnamese soldiers of
the 31st Ranger Bn. pushed the
enemy toward Robinson’s block-
ing poshtlon. Alr and artiilery
fire were called in. The enemy
broke into small groups in an
effort to evade.

Dperation San Angelo 1s the
25th major action for the 1st
Brigade since arriving !n Viet-
nam July 29, 1088, and thelr flrst
return to III Corpas since late
949,

ed Vietnamese holiday songs.

For Better Smiles. ..

Li. Willlam V. MeTaggart, Sleatsburg, N.Y., preseais tooth paste and brushes and iastructiens Jor
beiter dental care to residents of the village of Xwan Ho. The officer is one of many parairoepers
fram the 3261h Medical Ba. (Abn} eendocting dolly MEDCAP visits in Bien Hoa Provinece.

{Phota by Spec. § Leonard Hekel}



