Day-Long Battle

L B

Screaming Eagles Clobber NVA Bn

QUANG TRI-— Scream-
ing Eagles of the 2nd Bri-
gade stalked an NVA force
for two days near here re-
cently and lured the en
into a d.:g long hatt
which clalm maore than 100
enemy dead.

The contact began &t first
light when an estimated NVA
battalion attacked the combined
perimeters of A and B Co.. 1st
Bn. (Abn), 50dnd Inf.

“They hit us with everything
they had,” said A Co. com-
mander, Li{. Gregory F, Mills,
North Miami Beach, Fla, “We
were dug in and ready.”

Developing maximum  fire-
power with amall arms, artillery
and gunships, the atroopers
laced into the atlacking enemy.
The men of B Co. charged the
attackers, met stilf resistance
and pulled back to call in more
artillery.

When the supporting [fires
lifted, B Co. moved in a second
time and killed 35 NVA in ex-
tremely close [fighting.

The enemy broke contact at
sundown. An observation heli-
capter reporied more than 100
bodies littered the battlefield.

“Judging from the weapons
captured and the férocity of his
stiack, 1 estimated the enemy
force a8 two reinforced com-
panies or a battalion,'" said
Capt. Paul M. Priichard, Valle
jo, Calif., commander of B Co.

“We had been stalking them
for iwo days.” added battallon
commander, Lt. Col. Bertram
J. Bishop, Ft. Campbell, Ky.
“They made a costly mistake
when they chose to atiack.”

One parstrocper died in the
fighting.

Small Price

PHUOC YVINH—-A para-
trowper from the 10ist Air
borne Division paid 18
cenls o save A small boy
[rom danger near here re-
ceatiy.

Stalf Sgt. Richard Dickie,
Hopkinsville, Ky., I Co.,
drd Bn. ¢Abo), 187th Inf
wis on a road ole ;
nperation when be tried lo
move a group of Vielna
mese chlldren owi of the

WHY.
The sergesudt stopped
short when & amall hoy
displayed his sew joy—an
.79 grenade round,
Dickie reached isto his
pocket for trading material
and pelled out 20 plasters
{about 1§ cenits}. The child
eugerly accepled the ex-
change and walked away.
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'0-Deuce’ Charge Fells 17 Reds;
Seven Troopers Cited for Valor

P
o

Beak to Beak

Amidst the harshness of war, 3 flully baby chick finds 8 moment

of warmih and security in lhe
Foyetteville, N.C. Lamb rmg

alm of Stafl Sgt. Thomas R. Lamb,
the chick as be and members of

g 0., 3nd Ba. (Ahg), 308th Jof. conducted a MEDCA® visit o Bo

ua,

{Photo by Spec. 4 Michael Bugar)

BONG BE—A company of
101st Airborne Division turned a
into an assault on an NVA bunker complex nsar here re-
cently, killing 17 and destroyed bunker rocket sites.

gavm of the “Strike Force” infanirymen from A Co.,
2nd Bn, {Abn), 502nd Inf were decorated for their ac-

tions by Mai. Gen. O.M. Bar:
santi, division commandar.
“The lst Platoon was leading
the way when two men were
wounded by snipers,” said the
company commander, Capt.

Command
Changes

TAN SON NHUT - Lt Col
Charlie A. Beckwith, Atlanis,
assumed command of the Ind
Bn. {Abn), 33Tth Inf, in & recent
Ehl!lxe of command cersmony
ere.

Beckwith succesded Lt. Col.
Robert G. Yerks, Cornwali-on-
theHudson, NY. who was
named executive officer of the
3rd Brigade.

Yerks succeeds Lt. Cul. John
D. Foldberg, Ponca City, Okla.,
who now commands the ist Bn.
{Abn), $01st Inf. e

Previously, the 1/501 was com-
manded by Lt. Col. Joseph L.
Piotrzkowski, Ft. Campbell, Ky.,
who sustsined wounds during
the Communist Tet attack.

At Phan Thiet, Li. Col. Ro-
bert Elton, Clevelsnd, received
the colors of the 3rd Bn. (Abn),
588th Inl. He succoeded Lt. Col.
John P. Cersci, Brooklyn, wheo
joined the C-§ staff at USARY.

Rakkasan Heroics

Two Rescued from Swirling

By Spec. 4 Douglas R. Harrell
_ PHUOC VINH—Every Scream-
ing Eagle in the platoon knew
it wasn’t going to be an ordinary
day. The sun was brighter, het-
ter. Jungle humidity added to the
weight of their rucksacks. Sweat
stalned their web equipment and
their eyes smarted from rivuiets
of perspiration coursing  down
thelr faces, .

tFar ;vaat seemed like an eter-
miy, ihe paratroopers of the In
Piat., D Co., 3rd Bn. {&bn}é
187th Ini. pushed loward their
aRtl)Jecﬁw bevond the Song Be

Ver.

The plateon radle crackied.

Com commander Capt.
Paul E:nc{u Chicago, asked:
“Are you stll in water up lo
you're neck?”

“Negative,”' replled platoon
lender Lt Jeifrey L. Wishik,
Montgemery, Ala. “Right now
the water is only In my boots.
Al we've done is go from
swamp to trees and back into the
swamp agaln.”

Ahead the platoon could see
sunlight vefllecting on the fast
wuters of the Son Be.

The river was nearly 100
yards wide, 1t had to be crossed.

A machine gun security team

went fist to protect the men
who would use the line to cross
the river.

Cpl. Warren G. Walkabout,
from Oklahoma Clly. was among
the frst to cross. Before climb-
ing up the bank, the Cherokee
In lovked . He saw a
pmtmo%;r who had tired
quickiy. The man groped wildly
for the rope He falled 1o find
the safely line and disappeared
beneath the surfasce.

Walkabout dived into the
water. Squad Leader Sgt. Glen
G. Geilelheart, Stillwater, Minn.,
followed. They reached their
drowning buddy and the two

River

leaders denled the water's bid
for their friend’'s life.

Momenis later, as the hali-
drowned man was cared for, the
safety line snapped. Anoiher
paratrooper, holding the rope
with one hand and pushing =
poncho raft with the other, loat
his grip. He bobbed in the
swirllng, muddy water,

Sensing the msan's despern-
ton, Wishik dived into the water
and pulled the thrashing trooper
10 safety.

Re-assemnbled now on far
shore, the paratroopers rested
and moved on.

The objective was still ahead.

paratroopers from the

reconnaissance mission

Raobert 5. McGurk, Maniius,
N.Y.

MeGurk placed Lt George R.
Tilmen, Mobile, Ala., in charge
of the other three platoons and
sent them ahead while he and
the lead clement waited for a
medivac:

“We killed one of the saipers
and captured his AK-47.” Me.
Gurk said.

Meanwhile Tillman maneuver.
ed the rest of the company
across an open fleld, I put the
platoone on line when we
reached @& thickly vegetated
rigge on the other side.” he
said.

The 4th Plat., taking the
center position, ngproachfd. the
bunker complex head on.

“All of & sudden we were 3%
meters from a bunker.” sald
§‘¢t. Raymond Lynch, Nassau,
N.Y., who led the point squad.
“We hit the dirt and im-
mediately.””

“Our volume of fre was so
heavy 'Chariie’ must have
thought we were & much larger
force.’" Tillman recallied.

The point squad killed four
and destroyed the bunker. NVA
soldiers [rom ten other fortifled
positions fled down the ridge
toward the Ind Platoon.

“The ens scattersd out,”
sald the !ndnglntmn leader, Lt
Jose K. Morales, N
NY., “We

began recel

rounds from three directions.
told my men to fire onlty when
they could hit something, so we
wouldn't give away our posi-
tians."

After killing fve more NVA,
the Ind Platoon began pulling

Enemy rockets started ocom-
ing in from the rear. Gunships
had arrived by this tme,
however, and they guickly
silenced the rockel site.

The 3rd and 4th Platoons
destroyed the bunker complex.

“We had to be back by night-
fall,” the company commander
said. "This was only a recon-
naissance mission.”

{Contiowed su Page 1)
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S creammg Eagles Assist
2,000 Cong Than Refugees

BIEN HOA--Screaming Eagle
pAratroopers veread 13 tons
of food o 2004 Viethamese re-
fugees in Cong Than District, re-
cently devasiatad by Viet Cong.

“We're showing the people
that we back them with human
aid nnd concern as well as fire-
power,” said Maj. Paul §.
Moscovic, Canonsberg, Pa., divie
sion civil aifairs officer.

The major added, “This is
part of the overall program of
providing assistance when and
where it is most needed.”

The digtribution inciuded 18,000
pounds of rice from s 108ton
Viet Cong cache captured by
division troopers.

Maj. George 5. Kuffel, Kala-
mazoo, Mich., seplor district
advisor, visited Maj. Gen, 0. M.
Barsanti. division commander
and thanked him for the as-
sistance.

“The Viet Cong destroyed 74
homes in the ares,” Kullfel said.
“They also extensiveiy damaged
bridges, schools and pagodas.’

When the homes were destroy-
ed, most family food supplies
were lost, Kuffel snid.

In addition to the rice, the
Cong Than homeless were given
4,824 pounds of rolled cats, 3,.
$00 pounds of flour, 3,688 pounds
of couking oil and 300 pounds of
powdered milk.

The rice ajene was suificient
to feed the refugees for over &
wesM,

' Hu Heaier -

lios bundages to the

Spee. 4 Wolford Palmatory, Beathon, 3Md.,

Injured f[oot of a village miss mear th
operations of the 15t Bo. (Abn), 38th Inf, The ma medic treated

numerous villagers during a da:r'!nn: m!g;;rm .
i CM! mith}

inh during \!E]JC AP

Commander’s
Coruer

I am encoursged by the emphasis commanders are éemonn
strating toward mainienance of eéquipment at all echeions of
command. Preveniive maintenance s 83 important a8 good tactics.
;v?'g‘;:oul equipment that works under all conditions——she mission
ails.

One area of concern to me is the eflectiveness of individual
riflemen. If the riile is in top shape, and the cifleman uses it in a
professional manner, the effect on the enemy is devastating, our
casualties sre minimized and success is achleved.

To correct wiat appears to be guesticnable marksmanship, |
have directed a two-hour refresher wwraining program for personnel
armed with the M.18. Each soldier in this division will zero and [ire
familiariation with the weapon. Zero will be re-conflrmed at
least every two weeks,

r¢ has been a tendency to use too much tracer ammunition
in the M-16. Argument for using tracers con'ends the riflemen can
better adiust his fire on the target. However, if your weapon is pro-
perly zeroed, and if vou alm. you know you are on target, regardless
of the ammunition. Moreover, excessive use of tracer ammunition
can ¢log the M.18 gas port, contribuling loward a malfunection,
Aeccordingly, I have direcied that tracer ammunition in M.18
magazines be confined Lo one tracer round for each ifour ruunds of
ball ammunition.

In order thet weapons, properiy zeroed. may functian correctly at
all rimes, I have directed that all weapomns and magazines will be
cleaned daily, and that squad and piatoon leaders are Lo conduct
inspections 1o insure proper care 15 rendered, Each man must
carry cleaning materiais and use them.

Commanders at all echelons are responsible 1o make spot
checks to insure weapons, magazines i
and serviceable at ail times. I regard this a most impariant duty
that cannot be over-emphasized.

Take care of your weapon. and it will take care of you

Eagle Paich Holds
Special Meaning

BIEN HOA — The Screaming “When Ihe eagle appears, it
Eagle insignia worn by pars. Teans peace, happiness and
troopers of the 101st Airborne 800d harvest, Maj. Trang ex-
Division here has a special sig- Plalned as he recounted the
nificarice to the Vietnamese 8ncient oriental belief
pecple accerding to iaj. N In additlon to his llalsen
ven Van Trong, division limison duties between ARVN units and
office the division, Ma!. Trong com-

. mands the ARVN interpreters

MG 0.M. Barsanti

Troopers Prove Persistent
Foes on Search Mission

CU CHI«In a rice paddy iive
miles eust of here. paratroopers
of the Ind Brigade proved
Screaming Eagles are persistent

foes.

Five Viet Cong were reporied
sighted early one maminz in &
rice paddy. Gunships and heli-
borne paratroopers of D Co.,
ind Bn. {(Abn.), 3018t Ini. took
oif immediately %0 engage the
insurgent farce.

When the paratrogpers ar-
rived, they found the VC had
fied, leaving pistol belts, litters,
flashlights 2nd rucksacks at the
scensg, Nearby, the airborne
soldiers found a hketile of sim-
me~ing food.

The sexrch was about o be
abandoned when gunships
spotted three VC in another rice
paddy 500 vards away.

Agaln the paratroopers air-
assaulted, This time they found
2,300 pounds of rice and sundry
cooking equipment. The asemy
had fled.

Alrborne and enroute !5 their

base camp again, V(O were re-
ported in another paddy. !
The choppers circled - back

and the paratroopers leaped’

from the ships, weapons blag.
ing

"Fire a lmg burst into that
hedgerow,” commanded Lt Wil
liam D. Lofton, Locksburg, Ark.

Spec. 4 Howard Mc ichael,

Riedsville, N.C., opened [ire.

Searching the area, the para-
troopers found two VC sprawled
in the paddy.

Assavlt...

{Contiuwed Frem Page 1}

Tilman and Woods were
awarded Silver Stars for thelr
heroism.

Receiving Bronze Stars {or
valor were Lynch; Mo
Stafr Sgt James L. Gabbard,
Hobbs, N.M.: Spec. 5 Richard
C. Brown, Uncasville. Conn.;
and Pfe. Juan J. Caraballo.
Brocklyn, N.Y,

The

The Scrwming Bogie h 8 o

Ardy i wewkly by he

Wi Avberne Dwiglon, RVM, lor meiligry pevatangl, Vieas m GpenaQnE EXDFEIRE 18

.attached o the 101st.

“Already I've given much
sdvie to intelligence and civil
alfairs officers hers and their
talis,’" he sald.

Maj. Trong speaks with ex.
perience of the Communist
threat to his country. Born be-
tween Hanol and the DMEZ. he
fled frem North Vietnam aflter
hiz country was partitioned in

“The Communists killed my
father and [ was held captive
in 1847 for a year,” he said
“They did it because we were
Catholle and naitonalists.”

Maj. Trong. a veteran of 17
years service, has held many
significant milltary assignmencs
ig command and counter-intelli.

ence and was a distvict chiel In

uang Ngal Province

Chow Cans
M-60 Jams
Says Gunner

PHUOC VINH-Spec. § Rich-
srd Rubinke. East Rutheriord.
N.J., a helicopter dear gunner
in A Co., 101t Avr. Bn.. knows
a can of C.rations wiil keep &
soldiec alive in more ways thas
one.

“T attach a can of C-rations 10
the bracket an the side of the
M- machine gun.” said Ruhn-
ha. "'"This prevents rounds lam-

mis gupdicalion ore nof necessarily iss af e egoriment ol ine Aoy, Reprecudiion
o il moiericl other than copveighisd lemy i Sutherise. Adiiregs Dl SoMUTIURAED T
to: Bdubor, .a.'l:om. rigrs. 10 Airderss Division, APQ Son Prongises
W33, Printed i Tokye, by Miu Pecilic Siars oea Sirige.

Commanding General .. MG O.M. Barsagl
Iaformation Officer i 3!3} maay E a;mum
Orilummarsa CPT. John N. Bornholdt J

NCoIC . 88C Robert P, !Iaghu
Ediior . BP4 Dan Sirsehel

Milk Man

Staly Sgt. Richard M. Buri, Warren, Pa,, disiribates (resh milk
to chikren of Bo Mua villuge. Burt is a civil affairs NCO for
the ird Brigade’s Ind Bn. (Abn), 508th Inf.

{Photo by Spec. 4 Michael Sugar)

ming in the feed trav ™

The paratrooper uses ne ma-
chine gun 1o support ground
troops of the 18lst Alrbarne
Division.

“After a dav is completed [
just open up the o iru enioy
the contents.” he said.
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Smoked Jumpe-r-

Patrol leader $gt. Juba L. Decker, Atwater,

Calif., emerges from

a pull of smoke during search and destroy operations near Phuec
Vinh. Decker is a member of 4 Co., 15t Bn. {Aba), 508tk Iuf,

(Photo by Speec. ¢ Charles Smith)

LRRPs Ambush VC Column;
Capture Rocket Launcher

PHAN RANG—Ths dense
The men of the 1st Brigade's
ambush positions,

for enemy
Sudcfan%y the
hands and knees,

int man, Staff
rest of the column repeated his movement.
of men had siretched down the trail, no one could he

Long Rangs

jungle loomed menacingly on each side of the trail.
Reconnaissance Patrol (LERP) were alert

uiet yé they moved down the narrow path.

gt.

Sharp-Eyed Sgt

QUANG TRI - Sscond Bri-
gade  parsirooper Joseph K.
Korosec. Cleveland, proved that
clothes do  indesd make the

Siaft Sgt. Korodec was man.
ning the dayiight perimeter of
A Co., st Bn. {Abn), 503nd Inf.,
anear herg when &n unarmed
man aporosched the Amerlcan,

He wore brown khakis, the
same uniform worn by North
Vietnamese Army (NVA) regu-
lars. Korosee detained him and
suminoned an interpreter,

“He sald he was a South
Vietnamese civilian” ssid
Korgsec, “'but he had no iden-
tficadon,’ The man expiained
thal he was very poor and had
taken the ciothes from a dead
soldier.

“He's lying,”” Korosec said.
“Waich his eves. He won't look
straight at you. Those clothes
are his and he's an NVA."

When these words were trans-
lated the man sighed and ad-
mitted that he was an NVA and
the clothes were his after all,
He soon began talking freely to
the Americans sbout NVA
weapons and operations in the
area.

“His morale was pretty low,”

VC KO'd by Redleg’s Punch

PHUOC VINH — A ‘Redleg
medic treated the blistered
hands of an ammunition gun
craw here after they had pound-
ed Viet Cong positions with 23
tons Gf explosives in a grueling
two and one half hour fire mis-
sion recently

- Ll
Boonie Strip

PHUOC VINH — The world's
fastest strip-tease does not take
place in Las Vegas, Reno. or
Hollywood — it happens about
once a day in the jungles of Viet-
nam.

Dne of the latest stars of the
“Boondecks Revue ' was Spec. 4
Dougias R. Harrell, Carroilion,
Tex. The audience was small —
it included only the members of
his squad, an element of D Co.,
¥rd Bn. (Abn), 187th Inf.

“Boy, was he ever great!
said ane of hig buddies.

A radio-telephone operaior on
2 patral mission. Harrell was
Leeping & careful eye on the
flanks of the small column. He
did not notice a leal covered
with large, red ants until it
touched him,

Within seconds. his 28-pound
radio came off his back. His
fatigue shirt foliowed in short
order. He continued on with the
show as his buddies watched in

lau%ﬁ!er.
“They bite worse than bees
sting,” Harrell cbserved later.

Maneuver elements of the 3rd
Brigade discovered a complex of
72 bunkers and called on B Btry,
ind Bn. (Abn), 3i%th Ary. to
soften the stubborn enemy.

SFC. Geor M. Markman,
Hopkinsviile, Ky., chlei of firing
battery, set & demanding pace
as he yelled out the missions,

Ammunition Staff Sgt. Tsalah
Phillips, Bryan. Tex., and hls
three-man crew rushed ammuni-
tion to the howlizers. Mess ser.
geant Jusn R. Garcia, Denver,
joined in helping the ammuni-
tion handlers.

Soon every available man was
working feverisily to meet the
tempo established by Markman.
Battery commander, Capt, Hel-
muth J. Heneman.  Wichila,
Kan., ran 10 No. 3 gun and
jolned his men in pessing am.
munition,

A medic. Spec. 4 Willard
Gulierrez. Joliet, !, darted
fram gun to gun, exawining the
biistered hands of the crews,

Afler more than 1400 rounds
had been hurled into the cnemy
position, the forward observar
radioed: “Enemy posilions de-
stroyed cease fire. End of mis-
ston.""

As the sweat-soaked artillery
men leaned on sandbags 1o
catch their breath, Gullerrez
treated their blistered and cut
hands,

Hours later when the tired in-
fantrymen relurned to the base
camp, a young, tall parsirooper
walked over to No. 1 gun crew.

He reached across the sand-

bags and shook hands with can-
noneer Plc. Bertram King,
Detroit. Neither spoke.

They didn’t have to.

Sees Thru NVA

Korosec said. “He had been in

South Vietnam for asbout a
montl and his outfit hed been
hit hard twice by the Ameri-
cans,”’

The detalnes said he had lost
his weapan and did not want to
fight any thore, T just want to
g0 home.” he said.

Phew!

PHUGC VINR - Seven
umdred-Iifty poweds of po-
tential trouble turaed up at
the division artilery [lire
sappoct base south of here
recently. :

Bpee. 4 Charles Millen-
der, Pilisburgh, Pa., D Co.,
168th Combat Engineers,
was bulldezing a ditch for
B Biry.,, Zud Bno. (Aba),
Jidth Arty. whea several
paratreopers velled at him
to stop.

“f had uoeovered a 738

- pound bomb,”. Millcader
said. "It had wire leading
from it to Lhe tregline sev-
eral hundred meters
iy ® Y

“II it bad exploded where
we found i, the bomb would
have takem the battery
ammeo dump and most of
the lire base with it'", said
BFC Freddie Mahone,
Annapolis, NMd.

ster E. Hite, St. Louis, dropped to his

Whers

once a strin

seen. Camouflaged fati blend-
into lhe‘dnrk o

green folinge.

The late afternoon sun (tered
thl‘ﬁtl;gl the heavy jungle, Barely
audible, footstaps cea:;{é be heard
on the trall shead.

Hils removed his rucksack.
inching his way farward. he
saw the point element of the
enemy &g

Sgt. Ray Martinez, Los An-
gje!sa, crawied forward with his

40 machine gum. The Viet
Cong point man aoticed the
movement and shouldered his
rifle. Quickly Hite lired a burst
from his M-18, Martinez im-
mediately raked the area with
machine gun fire

As the wvolume of flre in-
creased, Hite saw an insurgent
gim. a rocket launcher.

“That was 8 pretty nervous
moment for me,” said Hite. “Wa
started  firing with everything
we had. We couldn't allow them
to fire thal damn thing."

Spec. 1 Jack MaGill, Los An-
geles, moved alongside Mar.
tinez and Hite.

“We crawled forward to throw

grenades,” said MaGll ~But
that bambeo made the going
slow.”

The paratroocpers pitched gre-
nades into the enemy pesitions,
In return, & VC tossed a grenade
E;mﬁlrd Hite. Martinez and Ma-

i,

“Grenade! " yelied Hite.

The explosion shaltersd the
staccato beat of the automatic
weapons. Shrapnel ripped
through the area. Hite felt hot
metal cut his back.

It knocked me over, but I
didn't have time to think about
it," he said,

The VC abandoned the heavy
rocket launcher and fled. The
LRRP's moved into the enemy
positions, found the rocket
launcher and two ruckets.

“We didn't find any bodies,
but that rocket launcher wan't
be used to hit any of our com.
panies,” said Hite,

Fire Mission

Ple, James L. Washington (lefl), Deiroit, walis ¢ slam a 1080 round la the breech of the bewitzer
fired by Spec. { Daniel C. Brewsier, Kankakee, 11.. while Pfe. James A. Selten, Nashville, Tean.,
readies another round. The gus erew are members of the 18lst Airborese Division’s 8 Btry., fnd Ba.
iAbnl, 318tk Arty. {Phoie by Sgt Donaid Coley)
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Safety Check

Making & Iast minuie check before take-off, Alr Force Capi. Dean Juaes, Colorade Springs, Colo.,
prepares to [y anoiher mission in support of the 1st Brigade. Jenes i3 a Forward Alr Controb,
{FAC) pitot atl.auhed ta the Sereaming Eagles.

Noses Stuff

{Photo by Ple. Robert Mosey)

‘Bird Dog’ Hounds Enemy

PHAN RANG—Helicopter
gunships, with machine guns
and rockets :axim;. strafed 1he
dense jungie 10 the lelt of a
windlng trail. On the right, F-100
Babre jsts executed lethal bomb
runs.

Elements of the 1st Brigade
had called for alr skrikes agsinst
the Viet Cong.

Circling above the action was
& single engine afreraflt, Busy
at the contrels was Capt. Dean
H. Jones, Coiorado *u'wg's
c an Alr Force forw 3
contral (FAC) pilot.

Jones had marked the enemy
leeation with white phosphorous
{WP) rockets, His insiructions
weére barked over the radio:
“Your runs ere [rom cast to
west. Hellcopters peel [eft, jets
to the right. The target s ali
vours, Go to it.”

Jones gained altitude and
waiched the strikes betow. As
the hellcopters and jets made
their last passes, he nased the
ittie aircraft toward the irouﬂd
and 2 second target. He [lipped
a swilch and pulled a Irigger
mechaniam. The aircraft shud-
dered as 8 rocket, maunted
under the wing, streaked for the
jungle below. The gunships and
dets, with the target clearly
marked, came screaming in on
the enemy positions,

Three puases laler, tha armed
alr support sped back to their
bases. The FAC pilot took one
last look, ban his aircraft
and started home. A “"many
thanks'' crackled over the radlo

m paratroopers of the ond
Bn. (Abn), $02nd Inf. on the

ground,
To Jones, the mission was
rogtine. Ho's been in Vielnam

1i montha and can’t begin to esti-
mate the number of air strikes
he's direcled. He loves working
with the jets and can’t wait lor
the day he'll returst io the high-
speed cockpit.

*It's all in & day's work.”
Jones sald. *'Somatimes [ direct
alr strikes, someUmes [ adjust
artiiiery fire and occasionally
1 My reconnaissance for truck
convoys, checking ambush
sites.”

Jones know his job, With more

than 788 combst hours in the
afr, he's experienced st maerk-
Jrg‘ a8y, gela

“The a‘r"ra:* carries fovr WP
"{)c}!“{! inder emch wing.,” he
says. ch pilots e 3 test
thelr marksmanship, We also

FAC Pilot
Corrals
VC Trio

PHUQC VINH = Thres mem-
hers of a Viet Cong company
tried to out-run & forward air
controller (FAC) and iwo Air
Force F:-100 lets near here re-
cently and failed,

Capt. Richard Salazar, Phoe-
nix, Arlz., FAC pliot with the
Srd Brigade. monitored a radio
message reporting a Viet Cong
company had been spotied by a
helicopter crew.

“I realized the location wasn't
far from my positicn and flew
over to investigate.” said the
FAC. I saw four gunships
hovering over a wooded area
along a trail "

“The enemy force dashed for
cover when they realited the
choppers had spotted them,"
Salazar continued. “The chop-
pers turned out of the area and
I rolled in and flred two rocksts
to mark the target.”

Two F-100's on statlon took
their cue and began the boimnb
rumn.

“As the

@

second rocket ex-
ploded, three VC jumped out
from the bushes and started
running down the middie of the
trail,”” sald Saiszar. "For e
moment they lgnorad the gun-
ships and fets, but after running
about 150 meters, thev realized
they couldn't outrun Lhe jets.”

The three insurgents dived for
the bushes sgain and a 7%
pound bomb exploded iess than
43 melers away.

Salazar confirmed the three
anemy kills.

carry smoke grenades.
casionslly we'll drop them o:ul
the window to mark 2 target

The most important skill for
a FAC piiot is reading mars
quickly and accurateiy, accord-
mg 1o Jones.

"“You've got o know the enemy
iccation and where the friend-
ies are’’ he says. ''‘One poorly
marked target can make incse
paratroopers on  the ground
extremsly nervous,”

But reading maps dsn’t all that
,.‘nEl does in the sir, He flles
the lignt aireradt ln sight, 360-
degree terns with his knees and
feet whils maintaining radio
contact with three elements—
troeps on the ground, helicopters
and the jets.

His eves flick to the map and
then back {0 the jungle below,
Everything {s. done with speed
afsd accuracy. Lives on the

ground depend on it

“Jones is merried and the
father of three children. He says
he is anxious !o return o them
. .. and the jets.

*The 'Bird-dog’ is great and
the job is Important,” sald
Jones. “But once you've piloted
jets vou want to stay with
them.*

Strike Force Springs
Twilight Ambush
On Lone “Charlie’

PHAN RANG—An ambush set by
the 1st Brigade recently accounted for

by paratroopers of
for a Viet Cong kill

dunnlg Operation San Angelo west of here.

Grabam Mills,

Portsmaouth, Va,, killed the enemy

as A Co., 2nd Bn. {Abn} 502nd Inf. sprung the ambush.

“We weren't x;r)ec‘ms any-
one right away, io iaﬁned my
bedroll,” said Miils. ““The sun
had just set mnd night birds

TWA Chef
Catering
In 1st Bde

PHAN RANG — Cooling for
Hg. Co., st Brigade requires a
different gtyle than ¢atering for
Trans-World Alrlines, but Spec.
5 Mack Horne Jr., Washington,
D.C., has added a falr to the
mess hail in the {orward base
camp southwes? of hers,

Horne 18 a former empleyee
of Merritt Alrline Catering Divi-
slon which prepares mesls for
TWA.

“[ think quantily is the biggest
difference.”” said Horne, “We
usually catered 350 maals per
day with the airlines. Here the
iness secticn prepares at least
200,

Horne served iwo vears in the
service, was discharged but
stayed in the active resspves,
Two years later, he dacided ‘o
return i the Army, He retained
his cook's sccupational speeiaity
and was assigned 1o ihe Scream-
ing Eagles.

I cften fail hack an .ézirga ¥
fearned while calering,” said
Horne, a lirst cock, “We've im-
proved the focd and maost of the
men have commented onod.
Werking out of field mess hals
has inherent problems. But it's
just as zasyv o prepare food
well; s0 we Ury to keep the guali-
iy while meeting the require-
ment for quantity.”

Personalize
Boots, Belts

Regulatlons regquire all foot-
gear, headgear and belts to he
marked with the individusi's
name and service number.

Details are spelled out in 101st
Alrborne Division Circular 748-1,
daled § February 1888,

provided the anly nolse.”’

The Screaming Fagle element
had set an ambush along an in-
tersection of tralls where the
Viet Cong had located a mortar
two nighis before.

“Tt was twilight when the VC
came down the trail,” said Staff
Sgi. Harrison Woods, Claris
ville. Tenn. 1 loid Mills to keep
him in sight but to hold hiz
fice. If there were more enemy
following, “we didn't want o
alert them to our position.”

Mills watched t'm: er.au‘.) walk
into the ng o0

The V€ lc:z;'eled. udden‘ *:d
raiged rifle 1o a Fr'ﬁl
tion.” szaid Lt. Leonard
son Jr.. Bauxite, Ark.
when Mills fred.”

o

The paratrcopers waited, The
Jungle

reral med  quiet.
:ad heen alone.

ancther peralrcoper
the ambush site and
ong AK-4T

Tha

rgenvared
four magazines of ammu

New Trooper
Arrives from

San Angelo

PHAN .‘in‘.t.—e-.u edder e
gcmf‘” e'lt " Proficlency
ing' at the ist Brigade's
here and hoarded an air-

Jevaft for Sang.Be. the brigade’s

forward command post.

The trooper, Ple. Raul Aguero,
feir right at home. A native of
San Angelo, Tex., Aguero scon
would be parlicipating in Opera-
tion San Angelo, a search and
té?!my operation north of Somg

Accerding to Aguero, his home
town had & population of 62,000
and is tocated in western Texas.
It aslso boasts of a DMedal of
ﬁmwr winner from World War

1 don't think ¥ can reach that
tevel,” said Asuero. “but I'm
here to do my job.”

Aguers was sssiened to C Co..
Ist Bn, {Abn), 337th Inf,

Nefghbors Meet

they ilved !wo blocks
npaﬂ: ff Sgt. Jobn Jurinsky,
20, Worcester, Mass., never met
his platoon leader. Lt. James R.
Bondard, 23, until the officer re-
ported 1o the ist Brigade's base
camp at Phan Rang.

“I never expected (0 meet
anyone from home, much less
someone who lived on the same
street,”” sald Bondard, com-
mander of the Ird Plai, A Co.
Ind Bn. (Abn), 503nd Inf.

“We have visited some of the
same hangouts." sald Jurinsky,
winner of two Bronze Swrs for
Heroism and the Army Com-
mendation Medal f(or Valor

“But the lsutenant came a few
years after 1 did. He was prob-
ably one of the little kids we
ran off the baseball Meld. Iv's
funny we both knew the same
peﬁ!pie and places but we naver
met.”

Half Century NCO

3Sgt. James E. Blake, Hop-
kinsville, Ky., belleves he's the
oidest eniisted man in the 10181
Alrborne Division.

“I erterad the Army March 13,
1542, ard haven't los! & day of
service,” sald the 51 vear-old
n food supervisor.

Blake says he weicomes any
challengers.

Screaming Eagle Briefings

Double Citing

One highly decorated lieute-
nant |n the 3rd Brigade received
a cluster o his Siiver Star and
was promoeted to caplain in the
same week recently.

Capt. Fred P. Crepesu, Or-
iando, Fla., was presented his
second Silver Siar by Maj. Gen.

M. Barsanti, division com-
mander, lor rescuing a wounded
Phantom Force peratrooper
under enemy [ire.

Three days later, Coi. Law-
rence L. Mowery, South GCate,
Callf.. brigade commander, pre-
sanied Crepeau with his cap-
iain’s bars



