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Lucky Eagle Says Farewell

By MAJ. GEN. MELVIN ZAIS

This is my last letter, my last Lucky Eagle Sez, to the Screaming
Eagles. Now is probably the time for emotion packed rhetoric, for well
chosen pearls of wisdom, for dramatic utterances. “You Have A Rendez-
vous With Destiny” our first Division Commander said and with almost
heavenly revelation he emblazoned this prophetic statement into the
hearts and minds of two generations of Troopers. No longer is it an un-
fulfilled prophecy, no longer is it a hopeful aspiration. It is in fact

a way of life.

The moment the Screaming Eagle patch is sewn on our left shoul-
der we are branded. Henceforth, each of us is the living symbol of un-
told thousands of valiant men. Forevermore the patch is with us—now
on the lefi—later on the right—to be worn with fierce pride wherever

proud men gather.

This is the thought | take away with me. The feeling deep in my
consciousness that | have scaled the summit of my profession. No future
assignment, no further promotion, no greater glory, no position of re-
sponsibility will ever surpass the gratification of leading my great and
beloved "*Screaming Eagles.”

Take care of each other! All day, All the Way!

Division Commander
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In the months prior to World

Zais to Head XXIV Corps
Division Changes Command
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The Screaming Eagle

Apache Snow Begins, Striker Ends

Nine Week Operation
Neis 176 Enemy Dead

CAMP EAGLE—Massachusetts Striker, a Division
operation in the southern A Shau Valley, ended May
8 after nine weeks, with Screaming Eagles accounting for

A Shau
Again Is
Target

CAMP EAGLE—Scream-
ing Eagles slashed their way
into the A Shau Valley for
the third time in nine
months and the second in
45 days when they launched
the air portion of Operation
Apache Show. As of May
15, enemy dead numbered
185.

‘The raid into the northern
portion of the valley was
one of the largest single Air-
maobile assaults of the Viet-

, with elements of the
h Marine Regt., 3rd Ma-
i and the 1st

“It was an excellent example
of an Airmobile operation,”
commented Col. Joseph P. Con-
my Jr., 3rd Brigade commander
from Washington, D.C. “We sur-
prised him (the enemy).”

Maj. Gen. Melvin Zais, mm
Airborne Division

mm—&mmmmeﬁum

CHARLIE'S
way ount of a vacanl enemy bunker
mission.

tmu&n.wmm

ready to silence enemy resis-
tance.”

“1 didn’t move artillery uniis
o phw“nnﬂl 36 hours hefore

oo
said, “Assaulting several battal-
ions was the ability to mesh ev-
erything together without acei-
dent or incident — a fantastic
achievement."”

“Before the battalions made
their assault, tactical air jet
fighters bombarded the landing
zones for 50 minotes, followed
by a 15-minute artillery barrage
and a ene-minute ARA strike,”

said Capt. William Burrier of
Uvalde, Tex., B Air
Gperatitm officer. ‘“As prepara-

tion fires were lifted and two
battalions made thelr lns&rtinn.
Cobra gunships f

“I'd rather lose some element
of surprize than have the troops
g0 without any suppu-rting fire tu
case s broke,’"
the Screaming BEagle cnmmand

er added.
“Enemy resistance was very
]ight the first day,” sald Maj.
Eenneth H., Montgomery, 3rd
Brixndn plans and operations of-
ficer. “He knew we were in the

area but didn't know exactly
where and was unable to orga-
nize any type of counterattack.”

ger than
“‘Massachusetls Striker,” Is a
coordinated effort aimed at de-
stroying NVA foreces, in-

Six B-52 strikes were flown in
preparation for the operation. A
total of 83 tactical air sorties
were flown, $2 in preparation of
landing zones, 24 for air cover
and 27 in close air support.

NVA soldiers encountered so
far have worn uniforms of olive
drab or khaki material, They
are well-armed, and many of the
enemy dead had recent haircuts.

176 enemy killed.

Operation totals show 859 and 34 crew-served wea
ons were captured, more than 320,000 rounds of
arms ammunition, 5,256 mortar munds more than 400
huge uncovered.

rockets

amounts of foodstuffs were

Bn., EﬂhdAbn.Inl.cmnhat-asaaultadtniheedpuf
commenced.

the va]ley as the

later, No Slack

jungle floor, deep into the heart
of the A Shau Valley,
The operation, conducted by
the 2nd Brigade, marked the
me in seven months
lhut the Division had penetrated
the valley or interdicted its ac-
cess routes.
Massachusetts Striker was de-

equipment caches of the war
was uncoversd west of Da Nang
and contained enough electronic
supplies to equip an NVA divi-

sion for one .
t! Cm,m g: 502nd Abn. Inf.
'8

%

more than 10 tons of enemy
ordnance, signal and

supplies alo-s the “Yellow
Brick Road.” The cache was so
large that il took nearly a week
to alrlift the entire find to Divi-
sion headquarters at Camp

Enam,y Imwmmhd
udlmdhmtﬂwsrﬂﬁe
otian Al

More
passed since
Zais said the 1015i would return
to the A Shau, and that is ex-
aﬁ:" what the operation was all
about.

lacks momenium.
The Commiitee

Captured Documents
Predict Light Attacks

the Ilnn(}lty{}n-mljhe {Viet Cong) hﬂnﬂl
ﬂwwﬂ]hvell.-.ihﬂnum.hemlhdr;lﬂrﬂh

capability is still weak from Allied spoiling operations and
that Allicd forces are mobile;

was also

used. ﬂlumtndlesare&-sit!nhﬂakl;hbﬂmshl
comhbined forces “sofl cordons.™)

ﬂeeﬂuﬂmssdﬂe(ﬁw Hoi and PEYOPS programs
pointed out in the documents.

activities are
new tactics,” are being

‘Above The Rest’
Drives Off Probers

CAMFP EAGLE — Darkness
cloaked the lowlands southeast
of Hue and the only audible
sound was a soft breeze stroking
the rice fields.

The firet platoon of A Co., 1st
Bn., 327th Abn. Inf, deployed in
a half-moon-shaped night posi-
tion at the intersection of two
paths.

Meticulously, Above the Rest

Spec. 4 James Teer, the left
security, listened intently with
his hand clutching a claymore
mine detonating device. Twenty
feet ahead, to his right, a figure

maoved slowly up the trail.-

Teer relessed the safety, but
paused until the figure reached
the intersection. I wanied to
see if he would proceed in front
of the main body of our pla-
toon,” the Detroit native said.

But the enemy
turned right into Teer's path.

‘The s%ras' from the claymore
killed what turned out to be the
flank security of a VC squad and
the slack man. Behind the pla-
toon AK-47s and B-40s respond-

Instinctively, the Paratroopers
grabbed r weapons, crawled
into position and laid down a
massive volume of fire. Unable
to overpower the ng
Eagles, the VC fled back to their
mountain hide-a-way in the hope
that during the next 24 hours
they could resaln enough
strength to retu

FORWARD S
Support
needs of 2nd Iirlgadp

UPPORT —
Element (FSSE) rﬁpﬂd quickly
operating in the

orward Service
to the
Birmingham.

A Shau Valley during
FSSE was established

Massachusetts Striker. The
in six days at Fire Base

(Photo by Staff Sgi. Frank Randant)
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Porait of a Leader: 10 Months ﬂ

\ A

« + « dedicating the Division's forward headgquarters . . . . . . spending Christmas with his troops . . .




- . piloting his command chopper . . .

Photos by
101st Information Office

| Gen. Creighton Abrams:, MACY commander, at Camp Eagle . . .

ing Screaming Eagle operations te Vienamess Pres. Thieuw . . . . ..and inspecting an SKS rifle at cache site west of Da Mang.
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voices awaited arrival of

CAMP EAGLE—A frightened Hoi Chanh sat mo-
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The Screaming Eagle

Outside Fire Base Rakkasan

Pilot Rescues Downed Mannes

FIRE BASE RAKEASAN — It
was @ mission for WO1
Edward Pampn. Tex.,
until he twn

“We were putting in a strike
near ‘Tiger erg;ain." said

afier bailing out
lui.eln aml saw my
hmr-pu lwu:::
ml.lall]bltlll‘w'lrm
hitting the grodml."
He landed some 800 feet from

&
Js_

'Ihe Irﬂ BEn., lh‘lh Abn. l‘.nl'

“All I could think of after hit-
ting the ground was to get away
from the chute, because 1 didn't
know how hospitable the people
in the area were,”” Massey re-

= Currahees Have Last
Laugh on Joking VC

dive after dropping four bombs PHAN THIET — Paratroopers
on the second run when I heard of the 3rd Bn., 586th Abn. Inf
an explosion amd saw smeoke had the last laugh on some jok-
coming from the rear of my :x\l'ﬂﬂmmrlh‘
seat.” ty

Earles was on his way to Fire “We were in.a defensive am-
Base Rakkasan when he heard bush position llﬂ?,l well-used
the dist |l.ISIII.I'IE“ d his trail,” Elrll;llnd: E.“nl'il:‘}
radia emergency frequen-  Stallard, eree ¥ i
and soon saw two parachutes “when we heard m and
ﬁ’ummmamm. the sound of laughing 1
“We were Irying to make it to the members of the re-
the const before ditchi but a bl waited in
ter both 5 flamed out we  silence, an estimated pla-
started for a place to toon sup| column approached
bail out, When we saw the fire  their pos . Unnware of their

imnendlnl dunger, th

Curraboes
their way into the Currahees

]mmmwm—ﬂmhltm@lheﬂuahﬂ

rm:ham:ka-lnll-ﬁ hi

withoui mail,

s0 Pfe, Lee Turner,
recon plateon

mu.
Aneo, Ky., brings
of the 1st Bn., 501st Abn, Inf.

it along. He was with the
q‘.!‘hhirﬁm.-llhnlidm]

Mail The
Screaming Eagle Home
% (Deces not meet requirements for “free” mail.)

From:
Place Stamp
Here
{12 cents 15t choss)
{30 cants Afrmoil)
TO:

The

claymares. liﬂlmm

mhﬂeﬂﬂn ul-
eu-g

them was shouting commands.
Then we heard movement to our
left flank.™

The Paratroopers of the short-
range recon team hurled gre-
nades into the enemy l'nm and
radioed for gunship suppo
Viet Cong kopl mmr]n.g uut-dde

their perimeter until ecarly
orning.

Dawn final broke for the
Currahees the cover of

A sweep of the area yielded
the body count and disclosed
hrumo{ludmduhm

called. “It was only a couple of
minutes untll I saw the chopper

plew
been rescued.
Injurcd.

COOL  WATER

— Amn M0
machine gunner from C Co., 1st
Ba., 581st Abn. Inl. wades across
a swift stream after a long day
dhnphlthrhﬂuhbpﬂ-
ation Kentucky Jumper.
(Photo by 58isi Sigmal Ba.)

New CG Brings Expenence

{Continued From Page 1
Staff. In 1947 he attended ﬁir—
borne School at Ft. Benning,
qualifying as a parachutist and

next year he attended the

""S‘h‘ategit: Intelligence School and

then served as military attache
in the U.5. Embassy in Asun-
cion, Paraguay.

to the United

Upon returning
States im 1950, he served as ex-
officer of the 30th In.
fantry, then attended the ad-
vanced course at the Infaniry
Schaol. His next asslgnment

Team, Ft. Benning.
After graduating from the
Command and General Staff

College, he served with the Tth
Inf. Div. as executive officer of
the 32nd Inf. Regt., then as G-1
ancl later as G-4 of the division,
Following the Korean War, he
attended the University of
Southern California, graduating
in 1956 with a master of business
administration degree,

atlons,
Budget Division. During this

m’f h]h;;&m ll.mgm
rmy t
Center at Ft. Lee, Va,

Gen, Wright then served in the
office of the Army Chief of Staff
as chief of the Programs Branch
of the Programs and A
Group, secretary of the
gram Advisory Committee, and
chief of the Congressional Af-
fairs Branch.

During this tour, from 1958 to
1860, he graduated from the ad-
vanced executive management
course at the University of Pitis-
burgh.

After graduation in 1961 from
the Nationa! War College, he
was ordered o Germany, where
he served, consecutively as
Chiefl of Staff of the 8th Inf. Div.,
G-3 of VII Corps, and G-3 of Tth
Arimy.

He returned to Ft. Benning in
1864 as Assistant Division
mander of the 1ith Air Assault
Division, an mental divi-
sion testing the ¥'s mew Air-
mahbili During this
tour, e graduated from the
Aviation School at Ft. Rucker,
Ala., qualifying as an Army
Aviator,

Upon successful completion of
tests, the 11th Air Assault Divi-
sion was reorganized as the 1st
Cav. Div. {(Airmobile) on July 1,
1965, and ordered to Vietnam.
Gen. Wright led the advance

nam and continued to serve as

ADC during the 1st Cav.'s first

vear of countérinsurgency oper-
ations.

He returned to the U5, in Sep-

and appoinied

tember 1966 was
direcior of a stody group
charged with developing  Uhe

Prior to coming to the 101st,
Gen, Wright served as com-
mander of the Infantry Center
and commandant of the Infantry
School at Fit. Benning, from July
1967 to May of this year.

Hiz military decorations in-
clude the Distinguished Service
Medal, the Silver Star with Oak
Leaf Cluster, the Legion of Mer-
it with Oak Leaf Cluswr the Air
Medal with 12 Oak Leaf Clus
ters, and the Purple Heart with
Oak Lea

Gen. 'I\'rlzltabohnhhﬂn
l.heArn'qu n::is:mi
Vi
ter Parachutist Badge.

Mas

He has been active in
Scout activities since 1928
now serves as a member of the
National Council, Boy Scouts of
America. Gen, Wright is alse a
licensed radio operator.

He is married to the former
Helene Tribit of Los Angeles.

ey have two sons, John I

nnd Richard. Gen. Wright's par-
ents reside in Van Nuys, Calif,

Eagle Colors Passed to

{Continued From Page 1)
of a com Di-
vision. The 101st was mow [ully
Airmohile — and the enemy fel

it

During the o tlon  §n  the
southern half of the valley — an
operation named Massachusetls
Striker in honor of the general’s
homestate — Ind Brigade Para-

of small arms ammunition, 5,000
moriar o rockets and
huge amounts of food and signal
equipment were uncovered.

Enemy forces were pushed
from their staging areas and
mmd to move toward the Lao-

bonlm‘ and
through the walley toward the
populated ecities of I Corps —
Hue and Da Nang — was halted,

i

Gen, Zais himeself
extraordinarily  pleased with
Maszachusetts Siriker, and high-

New CG

were losi — unlike the other Al-

pted

name “Lm.ky Eagle™ wllm lre
first assumed command of the
Division, and the name stoek.
He earned his wings as a_heli-
copter pilot last fall, and the
name “‘Lucky Eagle™ on his
chopper soon became famillar to
most troopers as the general
constantly flew to the field to
check on the welfare of his men
and the success of the oper-
ations he planned.



