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.received the message of his death at 6:00 .M., June 15, ‘1968

tears come to your eyes to.

&

June 21, 1968

The President
The White House : )
Washingtexr, D. C.-

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed please find a clipping that appeared in the moming addition of
the Aust:l.n American on June 18, 1968.

Qur son and brother was slaughtered in Vietnam on June 13 1%38. We

The  tears
that this family has shed since that early morning hour can.in mo way be

measured. The grief and sorrow can mever be amended. We ask that you
take a good long look at this fine, healthy young man’s plcture and then
read the article that goes with it. BRead it well and we hope that a few

Sincerely,

The family of Pfc. Joe A. Smitke

— e e e
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JOE SHITRO, ALFOST A CI”'ZE‘@
Bu* he died nefore he could take the gath

By NAT HENDERSON -
: -Staff Writer
© e faces I saw when I
came don't’ exist anymore.
They have been replaced by
all ‘new faces.

“I've brought -back many
dead - and wounded, and I
" can’t HSD but .wonder when
it's my turn.”

Time ran out last"Thursday
for Pfc. Joe Snitko of Austin
after only 21 wyears in this
world, 19 of them in the
United States. The last two
and 2 half months of his life
were in Vietnam.

He was an American scldier
bui not yet a citizen of the
United States. -Pfc. Snitko, 2
citizen of Poland, was fighting
against 2 threat that caused
his parents fo flee from
. Burope and bring him to
America in 1949,

Snitko was Iilled in aenon
while serving with Cnmpany
A, _Ind Baiizlion, 50ist
infantry, BSecond Brigade,
i§ist Airhorne Division. He

beside M.arsha!l T\Te.son of
Austin,

They were close {friends
_ before entering fhe Ar

had asked to be transferred to
. the illsi so that He could fight

They

i e R e e

ﬁ ic. %m@k@

‘Faces I Saw ... Don’t Exist
Anymore-Pray for Peace’

Snitko thought the drudgery
and danger in Vietnam might
seem a litlle more bearable |
beside somebody from home.

He did not know Nelson had

been killed in action on March !

10 antil after he started
looking for him in the 101st.

|
|
|
|

Snitko, son of Mr. and Mrs. :
Stanley Snitko of 500 W. 55th :

St., wrote 2 letter in May to
Harry Brady, who was among
& group of boys in the same-
neighborhood in high school in
Austin. Brady will be a pre-
medical . student at the
University of Texas next fall.

“Dear Harry. . .Well, you |

don’i know how many times
I've staried to write you. But
always something came up.

It's so hard to write for me .
now. I've been irying to get |

2hold of Marshall ever since
I came over.,

“But I see now why I
haver’t heard from him.
Harzy, it really huri {0 hear
apout Afarshall. Me and him
could have had a lot to talk
about. )

“But we are in a rough onit,
volmntesr us for
everything. They think we are

{See SNITEQ, Page E}
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- SNITKO:Pray

(From Puge Oune)

made of stecl and guts. I don’t
think Alarshall ever saw base
camp since he ¢ame gver. It's
been two months for me. Ever

. since I"came to this damn

¢ place T've hecn fighting.

“My first day was kell, and

it’s bean thai way ‘ever since.
In the first five davs [ lost
eight out of my squad, There
is oniy me left mow with all
new replacements. ...

“The faces [ saw when [
came den't exist anymaore.
They have boen replaced by
all new f{aces. I've brought
back many dead and
wounded, and T can’'i belp hut
wonder when it's my turn. We

lose men every day, and you

fust have 1o live with H.
“Maybe peace will come

soon, bul veu know mare

ahout that than T do. I don't

" hear much news, ., ..

“Tell me, was Marshall
wilking point? He must have
been. I walk point 2 lof, and
it's -rough, You luck out a lot.
Do you know where the zrea
was where he sot kilied?

“I was razding in the paper
onee, 2nd T s2w his name and
addiess. I was 50 haspy o ses
Eim alive, but now wou wriie

. and tell me different,

“mosendd

vap ihe Iiitie

'_ cilpping. At icast wz fnow he

- zot one before they got

2
But me and vou know e was
pal proud of bheing in the

il |

“He never found out thai I
was in thiz same anit, I
=t ta. fransfer & I

B

¢

= 58 we oouid
iogether, Tig vou restize how
much better it would have
been ic fght alongsids a cinse
iriend from hom
have bees a grest feeling

SRl s

“How bad did his paremts
take it? I hope it wasn't too

“Well, Harry, 1 betier close.
We are about io move on.
Don't blame vourself for
anything that happens to me.
&nything I've done has been
my fault, and I have no one
to blame hur myself ...
always, Joe PS.:
mispiaced the clippinz.”

Pic. Snitko  ‘'was an
American who almost was a
citizen of the United - States.
He slready had filed a pstition
for naturalizztion iz the
couniry his parents and older
b_rolﬁcr- chose for him when he
vas 8 baby,

Bis father was in the Polish
Army during World War IL
The [amily was sepzraied and
speat time in  prison and
concentration camps. As the
wEr was coming i a close,
the family was reunited af
Hildeshetm in West Germany
in 1943.

Ted P. Snitko of Ausiin, wha
was oizht at the time, says,
“My father was a sensifive
man. My iather saw that
communism was coming. Dad
ssked me where we wanied o
go, and we picked ihe United
States,™

The izmily

Ameries, hut there was 2 long’

wait, Joz Snitks v

er aziso was
crimeny Doiore

ade it fo

e $AEa 2

iey acitdeg ai R

zotive
<CUYeE

Or ?eaee Berlin Crisis.

- — T - umy,

National Guard during the -

Joe Snitko graduated from

McCallum and attended

Southwest Texas State College
at San DMNarcos. He was
planning to go to Blinn
Colleze when he entered the
Army:

_He completed .his basic
iraining at Fort Polk, La. He

filed his petition for American .

citizenship. The Immigration .

and MNaturalization Service |

approved the petition.

Al that Snitko nceded to do

was to appear in Federal
“ Court in Austin to renounce all
“foreign potentates or
princes,” All he needed te do
was ip swear zilegiance o the

_—

United States, promising fo |

upheld her iaws and serve her
in war or peace.

He weni o Vietuam beiore
he could go to Tederal Court.
and he was killed on 3 combat

patrol last Thursday while -

serving his chosen nation in
war, Funerzai arrangementiz

are pemding the return of his .

body 1o the city where he .|
bacame zn American excepi |

s

for a slip of papec formalizing

hiz US cifizenship.

He was looking- forward to
serving his nation in peace.
Bis lzst letter to his brother
said:

“1 wmas gigd o sge pogce
talles finally sfart  Haowever,
the lhnited bombing has hurt.
The NVA have imfiliraied
many troops since the halt

“Pray for nence and Tl be

ihc happissi man !
I hope ii comnes sooy

Besides his- parenis and
glder broth

tha meawiel
e wanit.

z youneser

and

R

two sisters, Lilliz Saiths snd -

e

rs. Jensvz Perrone, ail of

Austin; zad ome nisce, Ta -

Prc, Sniftio is .



'AGPC-E Snitke, Joe A.
TS 54 720 744

Dear Mr. &nd Mrs. W""

President Johnson has asked that I reply to the recent unsigned letter
regarding your son, Private First Class Joe A. Smitko. This will also
acknowledge your son, Ted's, recent inguiry in your behalf addreased

to the Digposition Branch, Memeorizal Division, Departraent of the Army.
which has been forwarded to this office for reply.

Information received from Vietzam indicated that st about 10:30 2.m.

on 13 Jume 1968 your son and members of his unit were on 2 combat
mission in the vicinity of Thua Thien, Vietnam. During this operatios,
a hostile booby trap war detoneted amd Joe imcurzed = penetrating mis-
sile wound of the abdomen which resulted ir his death before he conid be
removed to a hospital. Aunicpsies are not performed in cases of persone

nel who die 2s the resuit ai hostile sction.

Casuzlity reporis are forwarded to the Department of the Army by eleca
trical means and must necessarily be brief, However, you should re-
ceive a letter from your son's commeanding officer containiag additional
details. The overses commander bas been reguested te expedite this

commmunication. The Chief of Suppert Services will reply further to the
request for information pertaiming to your son's personal effects.




AGEC-E Saitks, Jos A.
UE 54 720 744

1 have careiully read the clipping you ingiosed and I eaa readily under~

. gtapd the deep human {eelings which prompted vour letter. Please be
assured that the President is most sympaihetic nad deeply regreis the
gsacrifices being made by servicemen asd their familiecs in the cauge of
peace, ag do =il of uz im the Depaziment of the Army.

Worzde alone are of little consclation whea you are decporately secking
to undersinnd the tzagic lose of your beloved soa amd the limitations of
our language in expressing meaningful condolencss Decomes most ap-

parent at this time. Nevertheless, my decpest sympathy is with you in
the tragic loss you have suffersd.

Sinceraly,

KENREITH G. WM
- Major General, USA -
‘The Adjutant General




AGPC-E Snitko, Joe A.
US 54 720 744 _
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Mr. and Mrs,

Dear Mr. and Mrs. =

President Johnson has asked that I reply to the recent unsigned letter
regarding your son, Private First Class Joe A, Snitko. This will also
ackaowledge your son, Ted's, recent inguiry in your behalf addressed
to the Digposition Branch, Memorial Division, Department of the Army,
which has been forwarded to this office for reply.

Information received from Vietram indicated that at about 10:30 2. m.

on 13 June 1968 your son and members of his unit were on a combat ;
mission in the vicinity of Thua Thien, Vietnam. During this operation,
a hostile booby trap was detonated and Joe iacurred a pemetratiag mis-
sile wound of the abdomen which resulted in his death before he could be
removed to a hosgpital. Autopsies are mot performed in cases of person-
nel who die as the result of hostile action.

Casualty reports are forwarded to the Department of the Army by elec~
trical means and must necessarily be brief. However, you should re-
ceive a letter from your son's commanding efficer containing additional
details. The oversea commander has been reguested to expedite this
communication. The Chief of Support Services will reply further to the
request for information pertaining to your son's personal effects.




AGPC-E BSaitke, Joe A.
US 54 720 744
Mr. and Mrs.

1 have carefully read the clipping you inglosed and I can readily under~
stand the deep human feelings which prompted your letter. Please be
assured that the President is most sympathetic and deeply regrets the
sacrifices being made by servicomen aad their families in the cause of
peace, as do =il of us im the Department of the Army.

Wozds alone are of little consolation when you are desperately sesking
to understand the tragic loss of your beloved som and the limitations of
our langeage in expressing meaningful condoleaces becomes most ap~
parent at this time. Nevertheless, my deepest sympathy is with you in
the tragic loss you have suffered.

Sinceraly,

KENNETH G. mm
Major Genersl, USA
The Adjutant General
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