DAVID A. LAMENZO
MAPLE EDGE HEREFORD FARM
4 Maple Edge Drive
Bloomfield, CT 06002
TEL.: 860-242-7729

FAX: 860-242-6223
CELL: 860-922-7729
E-MAIL: diamenzo@comecast.net

February 20, 2008
Dear Jimmy,

Emlosedisan“AﬁarAeﬁmReport”ofD— 1/501°s
combntauﬁminlCm'psofVietmmmMudaM. 1968
and March 31, I%Brdnﬁngtoymbmﬂu-l)my.

Jhnmy,ﬁmi:youforyan-paﬁﬂuwithme;lamso
appreciative. The medical condition that 1 have been
dellhlgwithfortheseputfourye&mlmﬂrownnmy
obstacles in my path, Imwfedblemdtoﬂmllyslnre
mywm&wiﬂ:ymadwiﬂ:ﬂn&ephmﬁmﬂy.

Alﬁ,thankymfmukhgmetodotlﬁswriﬁng. Iam
honomdandhlnnbled“riﬁlymn'm

Inc!osing,lganﬂnelyhopeﬂmywmdm&mi!ywiﬂ
ﬂndmhﬁmandpeacewithwlutlhuwwﬁttm.

Sincerely,

Dcu.-t Iu,me,h}/

B it R,
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AFTER ACTION REPORT

March 30, 1968 and March 31, 1968

SECOND PLATOOON
¢ D Company, 1" Battalion - 501" Airborne Infantry Regiment,
2" Brigade, 101* Airborne Division
at
Quan-Tri Province, Republic of South Vietnam

FromthebeginningoftheTetOﬂ'ensivethatstm-tedinﬂndarkwlyinthemomingof
January 31, 1968, D Company, alongwithitssisterconmanies ofl/SOl,wasengagedin

for the COandtln:DConpanyparatroopa-s;tthVchremadytoﬂghtandmﬁghtlmrdsime
there

T_heCOestablishedtheplanofattackwhichcalledforanassaultbytwoPlatoomatﬁrstlight
the next morning, Theattackplanwasdh'ectandsimple(therewerefew if any, options
mmMeﬁngﬂwfamthntheviﬂagcwasisohtedominﬂxﬁcepaddbs)wﬂhtwoPhtoons
comprising the initial attack element. Thereminingl’latoon,asstandardpmwdm,wasto
stand by in reserve, lnDCompany,theCOestabﬁshedtheresemPlatoononadailyrotaﬁonal
basis between the three Platoons. Assuch,theFirstPlatoon’sMnasmservewasMarchﬂ".
TheMndandThdelﬂmmwouﬂmmmmpdsethehﬁhl“ﬁmﬁgM”Muhehmmswkh
theSecondPlatoonontheﬁghtandtheTh&dondneleﬁ.
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er Action Re arch 30 & 3 Second Platoon. D-1/501 Con’t,

The village, as noted previously, was isolated out in a vast rice paddy area. The village was a
typical Vietnamese farming enclave with its adjacent and traditional Vietnamese cemetery alx: .,
50 yards from its outskirts.

Off to one corner of the village and along the left side (the left side being from the direction of
theattack)ofthecemeterywasashallowdminageditchwithscmbbambooandotherbrush
growing in it. Asplanmd,thevegetatedditchwastoserveasthedividinglinebetweenthetwo
attacking Platoons.

OnMarchBI",ﬁrstlightsoonarﬁvedﬁ)rthepmauoopa-sofDConmanyandﬂleattackbythe
Second and Third Platoons on the village commenced. The NVA were quick to respond to the
assault on their positions. The paratroopers faced intense rifle, machine gun and rocket propell~d
grenade fire from the entrenched NVA. Insp'rteoftheheavycncmyﬁrefacingthem(which
resulted in several wounded-in-action casualties to their ranks), the Second and Third Platoons
made slow but steady progress toward their objectives. The Third Platoon initially cleared out
several enemy positions firing at them from the drainage ditch. Altematively taking cover where
available and laying down suppressing fire it began maneuvering toward the small farm
structures at the village edge. Uponreoe'rvinginstmctionsﬁ'omthcco,the’l‘hirdPlatoon
tempomilyheuhsposibnwhiktheSecoMPandeahwhhmunexpeaedsumgemmy
resistance at the cemetery. The Third Platoon maintained its position and exchanged
concentrutedﬁreonthcenemyatﬂxeirdefensiveposithwithinﬂmviﬂage. This action drew
the village bound NVA’s total attention, TheyweremabletopmvidemppontotbeNVAdnt
wassﬁﬂ]yengagingthsSecondP]atoonasitappmachedthecemetery.

A Vietnamese cemetery consists of numerous gravesites that are at ground level. A grave is
cuvemdwithadwablcconcrctcsealandissctonathickconcretcslab. Each grave is further
motmdedbyabw(aboWBfeethigh)dwomivemasomymﬂhgmpponedbymnnmus
decorative masonry posts and religious symbols. The grave sites were ideal for defensive
ﬁghtingpositionsandonthemomingofMarchBl’,theNVAputthemtogooduse.

With courageous and skilled leadership, the Second Platoon Leader maneuvered his paratroopers
whoplacedwitheﬁngﬁreonthemmyattheirgmvesiteﬁ)rﬁﬁcaﬁom. The accurate and
wncenumdﬁreﬁomthekﬁﬂegnnchinegmsmdgmnadelmmhmkeptﬂwemmydown
aﬂowhgcﬂ'ectiveuseofhandgremdesandmrecareﬁ)lmaneuvering. After more than two
homsot‘thistactr‘c,ﬂ:eSecondPlatooneﬁminatedseveralenemygrsvesitepositionsalongthe
edge of the cemetery and closest to its line of attack. Finally, the tables of the battle for the

By this time the battle for the village had moved wel into mid-morning, With the fow initial
gmvesitcpositionsnowintheSeoondPlatoon’sconholandwiththclimitedprotectionthey
provided,hwasabbtoengagethestubbomNVAinﬁmandmaneuveractionsgoﬁ:g from one
grave sitetoanotheradjacentgmvesiteelimimﬁngtheNVA in each as progress was achieved.
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Itwmdmingthemid-mmingpmiodofﬂnbattbamongtheocmm’smmmymmm
Danny Stephens, while providing ﬁuensesuppressingﬁreontheNVA,reeeivedaninstanﬂy
fatalsingleshottohisupperc !

dike out of the village Theymadecomactandcarlythenextmormng while policing
the sue,theyfotmd,amongotherﬁllenNVA.onemundedenemywhowastaken
priso

Aawasoﬂenthecase,thefewNVAthatremajnedintbevillageandwhosmvivedthebattleand
theartilleryextiltrateddm'ingthenight.

Early the next day, D Company was able to enter the vﬂlagewithomanyenemyresistanoe.

AFTER ACTION REPORT RESEARCHED and WRITTEN BY:

David A. Lamenzo {former 1LT and former D Company XO and Third Platoon Leader)
MAPLE EDGE HEREFORD FARM

4 Maple Edge Drive

Bloomfield, CT 06002-1616

TEL.: 880-242-7729

E-MAIL: diamenzo@comcast net
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POSTSCRIPT FOR DANNY STEPHENS -

As Executive Officer (X0) of D Company,lwastheﬁrsttomeetnannyandtowelcomehimwlrn
he arrived in the carly part of January of 1968 from the 101%s Replacement Unit, Danny had just
oompletedjumpschoolandwassoproudofthestatushisjmnpwingsgavehimandtohavebeen
assigned to the 101* Airborne Division. He certainly was a young, proud, well-trained and confident



